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Text proposed by the Commission Amendments by Parliament

Amendment by Gintaras Didžiokas

Amendment 32
RECITAL 4

(4) One aspect of greenhouse gas emissions 
from transport has been tackled through the 
Community policy on CO2 and cars. Road 
fuel use makes a significant contribution to 
overall Community greenhouse gas 
emissions. Monitoring and reducing fuel life 
cycle greenhouse gas emissions can 
contribute to helping the Community meet 
its greenhouse gas reduction goals through 
the decarbonisation of transport fuel.

(4) One aspect of greenhouse gas emissions 
from transport has been tackled through the 
Community policy on CO2 and cars. Road 
fuel use makes a significant contribution to 
overall Community greenhouse gas 
emissions. Monitoring and reducing fossil-
derived fuel life cycle greenhouse gas 
emissions can contribute to helping the 
Community meet its greenhouse gas 
reduction goals through the decarbonisation 
of transport fuel. The Commission is to 
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propose minimum standards for 
greenhouse gas emissions reductions from 
biofuels in the forthcoming proposal for a 
Renewable Energy Directive.

Or. en

Justification

The inclusion of biofuels in this measure would drive the European fuel market to import all 
biofuels. This would result in a significant loss of energy security, food security, jobs and 
socio-economic development in Europe. As a consequence, it would kill off the goal of the 
European Union becoming a world leader in sustainable biofuel technology over the coming 
decade, damaging future European competitiveness.

Amendment by Pilar Ayuso + Lambert van Nistelrooij

Amendment 33
RECITAL 4

(4) One aspect of greenhouse gas emissions 
from transport has been tackled through the 
Community policy on CO2 and cars. Road 
fuel use makes a significant contribution to 
overall Community greenhouse gas 
emissions. Monitoring and reducing fuel life 
cycle greenhouse gas emissions can 
contribute to helping the Community meet 
its greenhouse gas reduction goals through 
the decarbonisation of transport fuel. 

(4) One aspect of greenhouse gas emissions 
from transport has been tackled through the 
Community policy on CO2 and cars. Road 
fuel use makes a significant contribution to 
overall Community greenhouse gas 
emissions. Monitoring and reducing fossil-
derived fuel life cycle greenhouse gas 
emissions can contribute to helping the 
Community meet its greenhouse gas 
reduction goals through the decarbonisation 
of transport fuel. The Commission is to 
propose minimum standards for 
greenhouse gas emissions reductions from 
biofuels in the forthcoming proposal for a 
Renewable Energy Directive.

Or. en

Justification

(Justification Ayuso) 
Existing European biofuel production achieves demonstrable reductions in greenhouse gas 
emissions. Life-cycle analyses suggest that imported biofuel can achieve higher reduction. 
The inclusion of biofuels would drive the European fuel market to import all biofuels. This 
would result in a loss of energy and food security, jobs and socio-economic development in 



AM\688588EN.doc 3/70 PE396.443v01-00

EN

Europe. It would stop industry R&D investment necessary for second-generation European 
biofuels that are expected to be able to match both the greenhouse gas emissions reductions 
and production costs of imported biofuel.

(Justification van Nistelrooij)
Greenhouse gas emissions from biofuels will be and need to be addressed in the Renewable 
Energy Directive as this is a directive on fossil-derived fuels. It is therefore necessary that the 
European Commission will give minimum standards in this Directive. 

Amendment by Claude Turmes

Amendment 34
RECITAL 6

(6) Directive 2003/30/EC of 8 May 2003 of 
the European Parliament and of the Council 
on the promotion of the use of biofuels or 
other renewable fuels for transport aims at 
promoting the use of biofuels within the 
Community. The Community Strategy on 
Biofuels has been further elaborated in the 
Communication from the Commission of 
2006 - An EU Strategy for Biofuels. While 
indicating the willingness to further develop 
biofuels and biofuel technology, the 
Communication makes clear that the growth 
of biofuels should not lead to an increase in 
environmental damage and emphasised the 
need for improving the greenhouse gas 
saving. The Communication also recognises 
the need to encourage further development 
of biofuel technology. 

(6) Directive 2003/30/EC of 8 May 2003 of 
the European Parliament and of the Council 
on the promotion of the use of biofuels or 
other renewable fuels for transport aims at 
promoting the use of renewable fuels within 
the Community. The Community Strategy 
on Biofuels has been further elaborated in 
the Communication from the Commission of 
2006 - An EU Strategy for Biofuels. While 
indicating the willingness to further develop 
non-fossil fuel technology, the 
Communication makes clear that the growth 
of biomass use for fuels should not lead to 
an increase in environmental damage and 
emphasised the need for improving the 
greenhouse gas saving. In order to 
guarantee that the further encouragement 
to the development of non-fossil fuels 
contained in this Directive does not lead to 
negative environmental impacts, a 
framework for sustainability criteria is 
established in this Directive. The detailed 
criteria will be adopted under regulatory 
procedure with scrutiny provided for in this 
Directive and based on environmental 
prerogatives. The Communication also 
recognises the need to encourage further 
development of biofuel technology.

Or. en



PE396.443v01-00 4/70 AM\688588EN.doc

EN

Justification

Sustainability criteria need to be prepared by DG Environment and they have to be 
established in the context of this Directive. The market for biomass based fuels is a regulatory 
creation and the legislator bears responsibility to guarantee it does not lead to negative 
environmental consequences in the EU or elsewhere.

Amendment by Dorette Corbey

Amendment 35
RECITAL 6

(6) Directive 2003/30/EC of 8 May 2003 of 
the European Parliament and of the Council 
on the promotion of the use of biofuels or 
other renewable fuels for transport aims at 
promoting the use of biofuels within the 
Community. The Community Strategy on 
Biofuels has been further elaborated in the 
Communication from the Commission of 
2006 - An EU Strategy for Biofuels. While 
indicating the willingness to further develop 
biofuels and biofuel technology, the 
Communication makes clear that the growth 
of biofuels should not lead to an increase in 
environmental damage and emphasised the 
need for improving the greenhouse gas 
saving. The Communication also recognises 
the need to encourage further development 
of biofuel technology. 

(6) Directive 2003/30/EC of 8 May 2003 of 
the European Parliament and of the Council 
on the promotion of the use of biofuels or 
other renewable fuels for transport aims at 
promoting the use of biofuels within the 
Community. The Community Strategy on 
Biofuels has been further elaborated in the 
Communication from the Commission of 
2006 - An EU Strategy for Biofuels. While 
indicating the willingness to further develop 
biofuels and biofuel technology, the 
Communication makes clear that the growth 
of biofuels should not lead to an increase in 
environmental damage and emphasised the 
need for improving the greenhouse gas 
saving. The Communication also recognises 
the need to encourage further development 
of biofuel technology. It is desirable to 
introduce not only biodiversity criteria for 
the production of biofuels but also social 
criteria. The sustainability criteria 
introduced in this directive consist a 
minimum set that can be further expanded 
in the context of the revision of Directive 
2003/30/EC.

Or. en

Justification

Blending of biofuels which perform well in terms of greenhouse gases with other fuels should 
be promoted, but this must not be done at the expense of biodiversity and must not have a 
substantial adverse social impact in the producing countries. It is important to have one 
single set of sustainability criteria for all relevant EU legislation.
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Amendment by Johannes Blokland

Amendment 36
RECITAL 6

(6) Directive 2003/30/EC of 8 May 2003 of 
the European Parliament and of the Council 
on the promotion of the use of biofuels or 
other renewable fuels for transport aims at 
promoting the use of biofuels within the 
Community. The Community Strategy on 
Biofuels has been further elaborated in the 
Communication from the Commission of 
2006 - An EU Strategy for Biofuels. While 
indicating the willingness to further develop 
biofuels and biofuel technology, the 
Communication makes clear that the growth 
of biofuels should not lead to an increase in 
environmental damage and emphasised the 
need for improving the greenhouse gas 
saving. The Communication also recognises 
the need to encourage further development 
of biofuel technology. 

(6)Directive 2003/30/EC of 8 May 2003 of 
the European Parliament and of the Council 
on the promotion of the use of biofuels or 
other renewable fuels for transport1 aims at 
promoting the use of biofuels within the 
Community. The Community Strategy on 
Biofuels has been further elaborated in the 
Communication from the Commission of 
2006 - An EU Strategy for Biofuels. While 
indicating the willingness to further develop 
biofuels and biofuel technology, the 
Communication makes clear that the growth 
of biofuels should not lead to an increase in 
environmental damage and emphasised the 
need for improving the greenhouse gas 
saving. The Communication also recognises 
the need to encourage further development 
of biofuel technology. Biofuels should show 
at least 50% of greenhouse gas reduction 
compared to fossil fuels to balance negative 
effects of growing fuel crops like negative 
environmental effects (use of fertilizers, 
pesticides), increased competition on land, 
water and food, and increased pressure on 
natural forests and local communities.

Or. en

Justification

In order to produce biomass, biofuels need inputs like fertile land, water and fertilizer as well 
as pesticides to combat diseases and processing the harvested crops. Research shows that 
several biofuels like ethanol from corn or biodiesel from soybeans have an even worse 
environmental performance than fossil fuels. Biofuels in some cases create social stress as big 
companies move in and occupy land where people used to live for centuries. Intensive crop 
growing for commodities used as a source for biofuels are a threat to natural (rain)forests. 
Therefore, biofuels with a low greenhouse gas reduction do not balance sufficiently the many 
potential negative effects of fuel crop growing.
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Amendment by Claude Turmes

Amendment 37
RECITAL 6 A (new)

(6a) The Commission should ensure that 
public subsidies to non-fossil fuels are 
restricted to such fuels that fulfil the 
sustainability criteria set in Annex VIb and 
have a greenhouse gas saving performance 
which is 20% better than the baseline 
criteria. By 2015 any non-fossil fuels 
receiving public subsidies should prove 
80% better greenhouse saving performance 
than the baseline criteria in force.

Or. en

Justification

Public subsidies (if any should be allowed) should be limited to best performers.

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij

Amendment 38
RECITAL 7

(7) Directive 98/70/EC links a derogation 
for the maximum summer petrol vapour 
pressure to the existence of arctic or severe 
weather conditions. As the application of 
this has given rise to legal uncertainty, the 
conditions governing use of that derogation 
need to be clarified.

deleted

Or. en

Justification

The European Commission proposed clarification would relax the present application of this 
derogation, with the consequent risk of increased air pollution and reduced air quality. The 
proposed clarification of the Commission offers no justification for this relaxation in the 
application of the derogation.
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Amendment by Adriana Poli Bortone and Alessandro Foglietta

Amendment 39
RECITAL 9

(9) The combustion of road transport fuel is 
responsible for around 20% of Community 
Greenhouse Gas emissions. One approach to 
reducing these emissions is through reducing 
the life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions of 
these fuels. This can be done in a number of 
ways. In view of the Community's ambition 
to further reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and the important role that road transport 
emissions play, it is appropriate to work on a 
mechanism requiring fuel suppliers to report 
the life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions of 
the fuel that they supply and to reduce those 
emissions by a fixed amount per year from 
2010 onwards. As one of the consequences 
of this directive will be an increased 
possibility to use biofuels the greenhouse 
gas reporting and reduction mechanism will 
be developed in co-ordination with the 
provisions of Directive 2003/30/EC.

(9) The combustion of road transport fuel is 
responsible for around 20% of Community 
Greenhouse Gas emissions. One approach to 
reducing these emissions is through reducing 
the life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions of 
these fuels. This can be done in a number of 
ways. In view of the Community's ambition 
to further reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and the important role that road transport 
emissions play, it is appropriate to work on a 
mechanism requiring fuel suppliers to report 
the life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions of 
the fuel that they supply and to reduce those 
emissions by a fixed amount per year from 
2013 onwards. In order to achieve this 
objective, the Commission will by 31 
December 2010 draw up a report in view to 
develop an appropriate methodology for 
estimating life-cycle greenhouse gas 
emissions from road fuels; clarify the 
relationship with the EU Emissions
Trading Scheme; and review the feasibility 
and timetable of a progressive reduction of 
life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions from 
road fuels, and submit proposals to the 
European Parliament and the Council to 
amend this directive, as appropriate.  As 
one of the consequences of this directive 
will be an increased possibility to use 
biofuels the greenhouse gas reporting and 
reduction mechanism will be developed in 
co-ordination with the provisions of 
Directive 2003/30/EC and subsequent 
legislation.

Or. en

Justification

It is first necessary to develop a harmonised and concrete methodology for effectively 
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calculating these emissions. Fixing a 10% greenhouse gas emissions target at this stage is 
premature because this has direct implications on the volume and sustainability of biofuels 
that will be available and promoted in the EU – issues yet to be resolved in upcoming 
legislation.

Amendment by Pilar Ayuso

Amendment 40
RECITAL 9

(9) The combustion of road transport fuel is 
responsible for around 20% of Community 
Greenhouse Gas emissions. One approach to 
reducing these emissions is through reducing 
the life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions of 
these fuels. This can be done in a number of 
ways. In view of the Community's ambition 
to further reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and the important role that road transport 
emissions play, it is appropriate to work on a 
mechanism requiring fuel suppliers to report 
the life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions of 
the fuel that they supply and to reduce those 
emissions by a fixed amount per year from 
2010 onwards. As one of the consequences 
of this directive will be an increased 
possibility to use biofuels the greenhouse 
gas reporting and reduction mechanism will 
be developed in co-ordination with the 
provisions of Directive 2003/30/EC.

(9) The combustion of road transport fuel is 
responsible for around 20% of Community 
Greenhouse Gas emissions. One approach to 
reducing these emissions is through reducing 
the life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions of 
these fuels. This can be done in a number of 
ways. In view of the Community's ambition 
to further reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and the important role that road transport 
emissions play, it is appropriate to work on a 
mechanism requiring fuel suppliers to report 
the life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions of 
the fossil-derived fuel that they supply and 
to reduce those emissions. In order to 
achieve this objective, the Commission will
by 31 December 2010 draw up a report in 
view to develop an appropriate 
methodology for estimating life-cycle 
greenhouse gas emissions from road fuels 
and review the feasibility and timetable of a 
progressive reduction of life-cycle 
greenhouse gas emissions from road fuels, 
and submit proposals to the European 
Parliament and the Council to amend this 
directive, as appropriate. As one of the 
consequences of this directive will be an 
increased possibility to use biofuels the 
greenhouse gas reporting and reduction 
mechanism will be developed in co-
ordination with the provisions of Directive 
2003/30/EC and subsequent legislation.

Or. en
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Justification

Although it is desirable to establish a reporting and monitoring mechanism of life-cycle 
greenhouse gas emissions from road fuels, it is first necessary to develop a harmonised and 
concrete methodology for effectively calculating these emissions. Fixing a 10% greenhouse 
gas emissions target at this stage is premature because this has direct implications on the 
volume and sustainability of biofuels that will be available and promoted in the EU – issues 
yet to be resolved in upcoming legislation. 

Amendment by Anne Laperrouze

Amendment 41
RECITAL 9

(9) The combustion of road transport fuel is 
responsible for around 20% of Community 
Greenhouse Gas emissions. One approach to 
reducing these emissions is through reducing 
the life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions of 
these fuels. This can be done in a number of 
ways. In view of the Community's ambition 
to further reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and the important role that road transport 
emissions play, it is appropriate to work on a 
mechanism requiring fuel suppliers to report 
the life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions of 
the fuel that they supply and to reduce those 
emissions by a fixed amount per year from 
2010 onwards. As one of the consequences 
of this directive will be an increased 
possibility to use biofuels the greenhouse 
gas reporting and reduction mechanism will 
be developed in co-ordination with the 
provisions of Directive 2003/30/EC.

(9) The combustion of road transport fuel is 
responsible for around 20% of Community 
Greenhouse Gas emissions. One approach to
reducing these emissions is through reducing 
the life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions of 
these fuels. This can be done in a number of 
ways. In view of the Community's ambition 
to further reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and the important role that road transport 
emissions play, it is appropriate to work on a 
mechanism requiring fuel suppliers to report 
the life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions of 
the fuel that they supply and to reduce those 
emissions. In order to achieve this 
objective, the Commission will by 31 
December 2010 draw up a report in view to 
develop an appropriate methodology for 
estimating life-cycle greenhouse gas 
emissions from road fuels; clarify the 
relationship with the EU Emissions 
Trading Scheme; and review the feasibility 
and timetable of a progressive reduction of 
life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions from 
road fuels, and submit proposals to the 
European Parliament and the Council to 
amend this directive, as appropriate. As one 
of the consequences of this directive will be 
an increased possibility to use biofuels the 
greenhouse gas reporting and reduction 
mechanism will be developed in co-
ordination with the provisions of Directive 
2003/30/EC and subsequent legislation.
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Or. en

Justification

Although it is desirable to establish a reporting and monitoring mechanism of life-cycle 
greenhouse gas emissions from road fuels, it is first necessary to develop a harmonised and 
concrete methodology for effectively calculating these emissions. Fixing a 10% greenhouse 
gas emissions target at this stage is premature because this has direct implications on the 
volume and sustainability of biofuels that will be available and promoted in the EU – issues 
yet to be resolved in upcoming legislation.

Amendment by Martin Callanan

Amendment 42
RECITAL 9

(9) The combustion of road transport fuel is 
responsible for around 20% of Community 
Greenhouse Gas emissions. One approach to 
reducing these emissions is through reducing 
the life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions of 
these fuels. This can be done in a number of 
ways. In view of the Community's ambition 
to further reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and the important role that road transport 
emissions play, it is appropriate to work on a 
mechanism requiring fuel suppliers to report 
the life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions of 
the fuel that they supply and to reduce those 
emissions by a fixed amount per year from 
2010 onwards. As one of the consequences 
of this directive will be an increased 
possibility to use biofuels the greenhouse 
gas reporting and reduction mechanism will 
be developed in co-ordination with the 
provisions of Directive 2003/30/EC.

(9) The combustion of road transport fuel is 
responsible for around 20% of Community 
Greenhouse Gas emissions. One approach to 
reducing these emissions is through reducing 
the life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions of 
these fuels. This can be done in a number of 
ways. In view of the Community's ambition 
to further reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and the important role that road transport 
emissions play, it is appropriate to work on a 
mechanism requiring fuel suppliers to report 
the life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions of 
the fuel that they supply and to reduce those 
emissions. In order to achieve this 
objective, the Commission will by 
31 December 2010 draw up a report with 
the view to develop an appropriate 
metholdology for estimating life-cycle 
greenhouse gas emissions from road fuels; 
clarify the relationship with the EU 
Emissions Trading Scheme; and review the 
feasibility and timetable of a progressive 
reduction of life-cycle greenhouse gas 
emissions from road fuels, and submit 
proposals to the European Parliament and 
the Council to amend this directive, as 
appropriate. As one of the consequences of 
this directive will be an increased possibility 
to use biofuels the greenhouse gas reporting 
and reduction mechanism will be developed 
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in co-ordination with the provisions of 
Directive 2003/30/EC.

Or. en

Justification

Although it is desirable to establish a reporting and monitoring mechanism of life-cycle 
greenhouse gas emissions from road fuels, it is first necessary to develop a harmonised and 
concrete methodology for effectively calculating these emissions. Fixing a 10% greenhouse 
gas emissions target at this stage is premature because this has direct implications on the 
volume and sustainability of biofuels that will be available and promoted in the EU – issues 
yet to be resolved in upcoming legislation.

Amendment by Johannes Blokland

Amendment 43
RECITAL 9

(9) The combustion of road transport fuel is 
responsible for around 20% of Community 
Greenhouse Gas emissions. One approach to 
reducing these emissions is through reducing 
the life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions of 
these fuels. This can be done in a number of 
ways. In view of the Community's ambition 
to further reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and the important role that road transport 
emissions play, it is appropriate to work on a 
mechanism requiring fuel suppliers to report 
the life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions of 
the fuel that they supply and to reduce those 
emissions by a fixed amount per year from 
2010 onwards. As one of the consequences 
of this directive will be an increased 
possibility to use biofuels the greenhouse 
gas reporting and reduction mechanism will 
be developed in co-ordination with the 
provisions of Directive 2003/30/EC.

(9) The combustion of road transport fuel is 
responsible for around 20% of Community 
Greenhouse Gas emissions. One approach to 
reducing these emissions is through reducing 
the life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions of 
these fuels. This can be done in a number of 
ways. In view of the Community's ambition 
to further reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and the important role that road transport 
emissions play, it is appropriate to work on a 
mechanism requiring fuel suppliers to report 
the life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions of 
the fuel that they supply and to reduce those 
emissions. In order to achieve this 
objective, it would be recommended if the 
Commission draws up a report by 31 
December 2010 in view to develop an 
appropriate methodology for estimating 
life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions from 
road fuels; clarify the relationship with the 
EU Emissions Trading Scheme; and review 
the feasibility and timetable of a 
progressive reduction of life-cycle 
greenhouse gas emissions from road fuels, 
and submit proposals to the European 
Parliament and the Council to amend this 
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directive, as appropriate. As one of the 
consequences of this directive will be an 
increased possibility to use sustainable
biofuels the greenhouse gas reporting and 
reduction mechanism will be developed in 
co-ordination with the provisions of 
Directive 2003/30/EC and subsequent 
legislation.

Or. en

Justification

Although it is desirable to establish a reporting and monitoring mechanism of life-cycle 
greenhouse gas emissions from road fuels, it is first necessary to develop a harmonised and 
concrete methodology for effectively calculating these emissions. Fixing a 10% greenhouse 
gas emissions target at this stage is premature because this has direct implications on the 
volume and sustainability of biofuels that will be available and promoted in the EU – issues 
yet to be resolved in upcoming legislation.

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij

Amendment 44
RECITAL 9

(9) The combustion of road transport fuel is 
responsible for around 20% of Community 
Greenhouse Gas emissions. One approach to 
reducing these emissions is through reducing 
the life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions of 
these fuels. This can be done in a number of 
ways. In view of the Community's ambition 
to further reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and the important role that road transport 
emissions play, it is appropriate to work on a 
mechanism requiring fuel suppliers to report 
the life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions of 
the fuel that they supply and to reduce those 
emissions by a fixed amount per year from 
2010 onwards. As one of the consequences 
of this directive will be an increased 
possibility to use biofuels the greenhouse 
gas reporting and reduction mechanism will 
be developed in co-ordination with the 
provisions of Directive 2003/30/EC.

(9) The combustion of road transport fuel is 
responsible for around 20% of Community 
Greenhouse Gas emissions. One approach to 
reducing these emissions is through reducing 
the life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions of 
these fuels. This can be done in a number of 
ways. In view of the Community's ambition 
to further reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and the important role that road transport 
emissions play, it is appropriate to work on a 
mechanism requiring fuel suppliers to report 
the life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions of 
the fossil-derived fuel that they supply and 
to reduce those emissions by a fixed amount 
per year from 2010 onwards. As one of the 
consequences of this directive will be an 
increased possibility to use biofuels the 
greenhouse gas reporting and minimum
reduction mechanism will be developed in 
co-ordination with the provisions of the 
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forthcoming Renewable Energies Directive.

Or. en

Amendment by Johannes Blokland

Amendment 45
RECITAL 11

(11) The Commission has set a goal of 
achieving a minimum 10% biofuel share in 
transport fuels by 2020. Continuing 
technical progress in the fields of automotive 
and fuel technology coupled with the 
continuing desire to ensure that the level of 
environmental and health protection is 
optimised necessitate periodic review of the 
fuel specifications based upon further 
studies and analyses of the impact of 
additives and biofuels component on 
pollutant emissions. Therefore, the 
possibility of facilitating the decarbonisation 
of transport fuels should be regularly 
reported upon.

(11) The Commission has set a goal of 
achieving a minimum 10% biofuel share in
transport fuels by 2020. However, since a 
10% greenhouse gas reduction in 2020 for 
car fuels will be incorporated in Directive 
98/70/EC, the target of achieving a 
minimum biofuel share of 10% in 2020 is 
pointless and should be removed. 
Continuing technical progress in the fields of 
automotive and fuel technology coupled 
with the continuing desire to ensure that the 
level of environmental and health protection 
is optimised necessitate periodic review of 
the fuel specifications based upon further 
studies and analyses of the impact of 
additives and sustainable biofuels 
component on pollutant emissions. 
Therefore, the possibility of facilitating the 
decarbonisation of transport fuels should be 
regularly reported upon.

Or. en

Justification

The Commission proposed a 10% greenhouse gas reduction target for fuels in 2020. Adding a 
10% biofuel target in 2020 doesn’t have any added value then. The 10% greenhouse gas only 
guarantees greenhouse gas reduction and using biofuels, whether for 5%, 10%, 15%, or no 
biofuels at all, doesn’t make any difference. The 10% biofuel target doesn’t help combating 
climate change and could, in case of bad production conditions (deforestation, using peat 
soils, using excessive water), even harm society.
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Amendment by Anne Laperrouze + Pilar Ayuso + Martin Callanan

Amendment 46
RECITAL 11

(11) The Commission has set a goal of 
achieving a minimum 10% biofuel share in 
transport fuels by 2020. Continuing 
technical progress in the fields of automotive 
and fuel technology coupled with the 
continuing desire to ensure that the level of 
environmental and health protection is 
optimised necessitate periodic review of the 
fuel specifications based upon further 
studies and analyses of the impact of 
additives and biofuels component on 
pollutant emissions. Therefore, the 
possibility of facilitating the decarbonisation 
of transport fuels should be regularly 
reported upon.

(11) The Commission has set a goal of 
achieving a minimum 10% biofuel share in 
transport fuels by 2020. Continuing 
technical progress in the fields of automotive 
and fuel technology coupled with the 
continuing desire to ensure that the level of 
environmental and health protection is 
optimised necessitate periodic review of the 
fuel specifications based upon further 
studies and analyses of the impact of 
additives and biofuels component on 
pollutant emissions. Therefore, the 
possibility of facilitating the decarbonisation 
of transport fuels should be regularly 
reported upon when practical.

Or. en

Justification

Although it is desirable to establish a reporting and monitoring mechanism of life-cycle 
greenhouse gas emissions from road fuels, it is first necessary to develop a harmonised and 
concrete methodology for effectively calculating these emissions. Fixing a 10% greenhouse 
gas emissions target at this stage is premature because this has direct implications on the 
volume and sustainability of biofuels that will be available and promoted in the EU – issues 
yet to be resolved in upcoming legislation.

Amendment by Françoise Grossetête

Amendment 47
RECITAL 14

(14) Blending ethanol into petrol increases 
the vapour pressure of the resulting fuel 
while the vapour pressure for petrol blends 
has to be controlled to limit air pollutant 
emissions.

(14) Blending ethanol into petrol increases 
the vapour pressure of the resulting fuel 
while the vapour pressure for petrol blends 
has to be controlled to limit air pollutant 
emissions. It is therefore necessary to 
reduce maximum levels of vapour pressure 
for petrol. To enable economic operators to 
adjust to this new constraint, the reduction 
in the maximum level of vapour pressure of 
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petrol should be carried out in two stages; 
first, an immediate reduction of 4 kPa in 
the maximum level of vapour pressure for 
petrol currently applicable, and then a 
further reduction of 4 kPa in the maximum 
level of vapour pressure for petrol with 
effect from 1 January 2013.

Or. fr

Justification

To make it possible to limit VOC emissions, it is essential to reduce maximum levels of vapour 
pressure of standard petrols. This reduction will be made in two stages, to enable economic 
operators to adjust to this new constraint.

Amendment by Pilar Ayuso

Amendment 48
RECITAL 14

(14) Blending ethanol into petrol increases
the vapour pressure of the resulting fuel 
while the vapour pressure for petrol blends 
has to be controlled to limit air pollutant 
emissions. 

(14) Blending ethanol into petrol may 
decrease or increase the vapour pressure of 
the resulting fuel or have no effect at all, 
depending upon the proportion of the 
ethanol in the blend and ambient 
temperature, while the vapour pressure for 
petrol blends has to be controlled to limit air 
pollutant emissions.

Or. en

Justification

Vapour pressure is measured in the Directive at 38ºC, at which temperature the small 
proportions of ethanol in petrol considered in this Directive increase the vapour pressure.  
However, small proportions of ethanol in petrol have been shown to have no impact on 
vapour pressure at temperatures up to 20ºC or more.  Large proportions of ethanol in petrol 
reduce the vapour pressure of the final fuel
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Amendment by Claude Turmes and Umberto Guidoni

Amendment 49
RECITAL 15

(15) Blending ethanol in petrol results in a 
non-linear change of the vapour pressure 
of the resulting fuel mixture. To ensure 
that the vapour pressure of the petrol 
resulting from blending any two legal 
petrol-ethanol blends remains within the 
legal vapour pressure limit, it is necessary 
to define the permitted vapour pressure 
waiver for such mixtures so that it 
corresponds to the actual increase in 
vapour pressure that results from adding a 
given percentage of ethanol to petrol.

deleted

Or. en

Justification

In its resolution on the Thematic Strategy on air pollution of 26 September 2006 the 
European Parliament called upon the Commission to reduce the ozone-forming volatile 
organic compounds (VOC) with 55% between 2010 and 2020. An increase of VOC emissions, 
which would the result if an ethanol waiver is applied, is neither in line with the position of 
the European Parliament nor justified.  There are other ways of blending biofuels with 
conventional fuels that don’t lead to increased vapour pressure. An exemption for ethanol is 
therefore unjustified and should be deleted. 

Amendment by Claude Turmes and Umberto Guidoni

Amendment 50
RECITAL 16

(16) In order to encourage the use of low-
carbon fuels while respecting air pollution 
targets, petrol refiners should ideally make 
available low vapour pressure petrol in the 
volumes required. As this is not for the 
moment the case, the vapour pressure limit 
for ethanol blends is increased in order to 
allow the biofuels market to develop.

(16) In order to encourage the use of low-
carbon fuels while respecting air pollution 
targets, petrol refiners should make available 
low vapour pressure petrol in the volumes 
required.

Or. en
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Justification

In its resolution on the Thematic Strategy on air pollution of 26 September 2006 the 
European Parliament called upon the Commission to reduce the ozone-forming volatile 
organic compounds (VOC) with 55% between 2010 and 2020. An increase of VOC emissions, 
which would the result if an ethanol waiver is applied, is neither in line with the position of 
the European Parliament nor justified.  There are other ways of blending biofuels with 
conventional fuels that don’t lead to increased vapour pressure. An exemption for ethanol is 
therefore unjustified and should be deleted. 

Amendment by Dorette Corbey + Françoise Grossetête

Amendment 51
RECITAL 16

(16) In order to encourage the use of low-
carbon fuels while respecting air pollution 
targets, petrol refiners should ideally make 
available low vapour pressure petrol in the 
volumes required. As this is not for the 
moment the case, the vapour pressure limit 
for ethanol blends is increased in order to 
allow the biofuels market to develop.

(16) In order to encourage the use of low-
carbon fuels while respecting air pollution 
targets, petrol refiners should make available 
low vapour pressure petrol in the volumes 
required. As this is not for the moment the 
case, the vapour pressure limit for ethanol 
blends is increased in order to allow the 
biofuels market to develop. The waiver must 
not lead to an overall increase of VOC 
emissions. Therefore it is necessary to 
lower the maximum vapour pressure levels.

Or. en

Justification

(Justification Dorette Corbey)
Blending ethanol could result in increased vapour pressure. It is important to ensure that the 
waiver proposed by the Commission does not result in an increase in the current maximum 
permitted vapour pressure.

(Justification Françoise Grossetête)
A reduction in the maximum level of vapour pressure for petrol would make it possible to 
reduce VOC emissions.

Amendment by Johannes Blokland

Amendment 52
RECITAL 16
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(16) In order to encourage the use of low-
carbon fuels while respecting air pollution 
targets, petrol refiners should ideally make 
available low vapour pressure petrol in the 
volumes required. As this is not for the 
moment the case, the vapour pressure limit 
for ethanol blends is increased in order to 
allow the biofuels market to develop.

(16) In order to encourage the use of low-
carbon fuels while respecting air pollution 
targets, petrol refiners should ideally make 
available low vapour pressure petrol in the 
volumes required. As this is not for the 
moment the case, the vapour pressure limit 
for ethanol blends is increased in order to 
allow the sustainable biofuels market to 
develop.

Or. en

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij

Amendment 53
RECITAL 19

(19) In the framework of setting a new 
mechanism for monitoring greenhouse gas 
emissions, power should be conferred on the 
Commission to establish the methodology to 
be used in reporting on the lifecycle 
greenhouse gas emissions from road 
transport fuel and fuel used for non-road 
mobile machinery. Since those measures as 
those for the adaptation of the permitted 
analytical methods provided for in Article 10 
of Directive 98/70/EC, are of general scope 
and are designed to supplement this 
Directive by the addition of new non-
essential elements, they should be adopted in 
accordance with the regulatory procedure 
with scrutiny provided for in Article 5a of 
Decision 1999/468/EC.

(19) In the framework of setting a new 
mechanism for monitoring greenhouse gas 
emissions, power should be conferred on the 
Commission to establish on the basis of the 
guidelines defined by the European 
Parliament and the Council the 
methodology to be used in reporting on the 
lifecycle greenhouse gas emissions from 
road transport fossil-derived fuel and fossil-
derived fuel used for non-road mobile 
machinery. Since those measures as those 
for the adaptation of the permitted analytical 
methods provided for in Article 10 of 
Directive 98/70/EC, are of general scope and 
are designed to supplement this Directive by 
the addition of new non-essential elements, 
they should be adopted in accordance with 
the regulatory procedure with scrutiny 
provided for in Article 5a of Decision 
1999/468/EC.

Or. en

Justification

From a democratic point of view, it is important that the European Parliament and the 
Council should determine the direction to be taken by the methodology used for monitoring 
rather than leaving this entirely to comitology. Existing European biofuel production achieves 
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reductions in greenhouse gas emissions which it will be obliged to demonstrate in the 
forthcoming Renewable Energy Directive. 

Amendment by Pilar Ayuso

Amendment 54
RECITAL 19

(19) In the framework of setting a new 
mechanism for monitoring greenhouse gas 
emissions, power should be conferred on the 
Commission to establish the methodology to 
be used in reporting on the lifecycle 
greenhouse gas emissions from road 
transport fuel and fuel used for non-road 
mobile machinery. Since those measures as 
those for the adaptation of the permitted 
analytical methods provided for in Article 10 
of Directive 98/70/EC, are of general scope 
and are designed to supplement this 
Directive by the addition of new non-
essential elements, they should be adopted in 
accordance with the regulatory procedure 
with scrutiny provided for in Article 5a of 
Decision 1999/468/EC.

(19) In the framework of setting a new 
mechanism for monitoring greenhouse gas 
emissions, power should be conferred on the 
Commission to establish the methodology to 
be used in reporting on the lifecycle 
greenhouse gas emissions from road 
transport fossil-derived fuel and fossil-
derived fuel used for non-road mobile 
machinery. Since those measures as those 
for the adaptation of the permitted analytical 
methods provided for in Article 10 of 
Directive 98/70/EC, are of general scope and 
are designed to supplement this Directive by 
the addition of new non-essential elements, 
they should be adopted in accordance with 
the regulatory procedure with scrutiny 
provided for in Article 5a of Decision 
1999/468/EC.

Or. en

Justification

Existing European biofuel production achieves demonstrable reductions in greenhouse gas 
emissions. Life-cycle analyses suggest that imported biofuel can achieve higher reduction. 
The inclusion of biofuels would drive the European fuel market to import all biofuels. This 
would result in a loss of energy and food security, jobs and socio-economic development in 
Europe. It would stop industry R&D investment necessary for second-generation European 
biofuels that are expected to be able to match both the greenhouse gas emissions reductions 
and production costs of imported biofuel

Amendment by Johannes Blokland

Amendment 55
RECITAL 21
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(21) Biofuel technologies are evolving. 
Further research is needed into all possible 
approaches to convert biomass into transport 
fuel. It is therefore appropriate that a 
balanced approach should be taken to the 
limits set in the Directive with a view to 
increase, if appropriate, the use of different 
biofuels. These include: methanol, ethanol, 
higher order alcohols, ethers and other 
oxygenates.

(21) Sustainable biofuel technologies are 
evolving. Further research is needed into all 
possible approaches to convert biomass into 
transport fuel. It is therefore appropriate that 
a balanced approach should be taken to the 
limits set in the Directive with a view to 
increase, if appropriate, the use of different 
sustainable biofuels. These include: 
methanol, ethanol, higher order alcohols, 
ethers and other oxygenates. Given the big 
amount of controversy among scientists in 
the scientific world and the entire society 
on the greenhouse gas reduction 
performance and negative side-effects of 
the production of first generation biofuels 
(ethanol/diesel from food crops), at least 
50% of the biofuels qualifying for the 
greenhouse gas target in this Directive and 
for any (financial) stimulants should be 
second generation biofuels (fuel from 
lignocellulosic materials) with a view to 
phasing out first generation biofuels by 
2020.

Or. en

Justification

A lot of first generation biofuels have a poor greenhouse gas reduction effect compared to 
fossil fuels. Furthermore there are negative  environmental and social side-effects. Second 
generation biofuels promise a better performance given their higher yield, being perennial 
crops and no-tillage growing methods, and have lower demand for agricultural inputs. For a 
sustainable future of biofuels only second generation should be stimulated in the EU.

Amendment by Pilar Ayuso

Amendment 56
ARTICLE 1, POINT  -1 (new)

Article 2, paragraph 1, point 2 (Directive 98/70/EC)

-1. Article 2, paragraph 1, point 2 is 
amended as follows:
2. ‘diesel fuels’ means gas oils falling 
within CN codes 2710 00 66 and used for 
self-propelling vehicles as referred to in 
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Directive 70/220/EEC and Directive 
88/77/EEC. They may contain Fatty Acid 
Methyl Esters according to CEN norm 
EN14214 in a percentage up to 10% as 
from January 2010 and up to 15% as from 
January 2015.

Or. en

Justification

Biodiesel (FAME) incorporation in conventional diesel (with no labelling requirements) is 
today limited to 5% in volume which represents a major obstacle to biodiesel production in 
Europe. In addition, Directive 2003/30 sets a biofuels target of 5,75% on energy basis for 
2010. It will not be possible to achieve this target (6,5% in volume) and the 10% legally 
binding target (12% in volume) if the 5% ceiling is not lifted, first to 10% by 2010 and then to 
at least 15% already in 2015 

Amendment by Gintaras Didžiokas

Amendment 57
ARTICLE 1, POINT 1

Article 2, paragraph 1, point 5 (Directive 98/70/EC)

1. In the first paragraph of Article 2, the 
following point 5 is added:

deleted

"5. Arctic or severe winter conditions 
means average winter temperatures during 
the period from October to April in the 
region or Member State concerned which 
are below the average for the Community."

Or. en

Justification

The European Commission proposed clarification would relax the present application of this 
derogation, with the consequent risk of increased air pollution and reduced air quality.  The 
proposed clarification of the Commission offers no justification for this relaxation in the 
application of the derogation. The proposed clarification would also create an unjustified 
barrier to the use of biofuel, since it provides a strong economic incentive for fuel suppliers to 
opt for pure fossil-derived petrol with this derogation instead of the bio-blended fuel.
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Amendment by Martin Callanan

Amendment 58
ARTICLE 1, POINT 1

Article 2, paragraph 1, point 5 (Directive 98/70/EC)

"5. Arctic or severe winter conditions means   
average winter temperatures during the 
period from October to April in the region or 
Member State concerned which are below 
the average for the Community."

"5. Low ambient summer temperature 
conditions means average summer 
temperatures during the period from May to 
September in the region or Member State 
concerned which are below the average for 
the Community."

Or. en

Justification

The Fuels Quality Directive 98/70/EC (modified by 2003/17/EC) accepted the need for a 
higher vapour pressure (70kPa) and a shorter summer period in Northern Europe to ensure 
vehicle operability (cold-start) and to minimise the possibility of static ignition causing fires 
during vehicle refuelling at the start and end of the summer period in colder countries such as 
Scandinavia and the parts of the UK.  The higher summer vapour pressure limit (70 kPa) also 
recognised that evaporative VOC emissions in Northern Europe would be reduced by the 
lower ambient summer temperatures so that environmental performance would be in line with 
the rest of Europe.  

Amendment by Johannes Blokland

Amendment 59
ARTICLE 1, POINT 1

Article 2, paragraph 1, point 5 (Directive 98/70/EC)

"5. Arctic or severe winter conditions means 
average winter temperatures during the 
period from October to April in the region or 
Member State concerned which are below 
the average for the Community."

"5. Arctic or severe winter conditions means 
average winter temperatures during the 
period from October to April in the region or 
Member State concerned which are 2.5 
degrees Celsius below the average for the 
Community."

Or. en

Justification

The definition in the Commissions proposal is too broad. Following this definition would lead 
to a huge amount of countries and regions falling under this definition. For example, The 
average winter temperature of all EU capitals is 4.9 degrees Celsius. 17 out of 27 member 
states have average temperatures below that 4.9. Even The Netherlands, which really has 
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normally no severe winter. Therefore it is necessary to sharpen the definition. 

Amendment by Johannes Blokland

Amendment 60
ARTICLE 1, POINT 1 A (new)

Article 2, paragraph 1, point 5 a (new) (Directive 98/70/EC)

1a. In the first paragraph of Article 2, the 
following point 5a is added:
5a. “Sustainable biofuel
a) only those biofuels having a greenhouse 
gas reduction of >50% as compared to 
fossil fuel, and
b) only those biofuels for which the 
greenhouse gas saving from ‘well-to-wheel’ 
compared to fossil fuel is higher than the 
difference in the greenhouse gas storage 
performance between the respective biofuel 
and alternative natural ‘reference’ crops 
(pasture, forest) in above- and 
underground organic compounds.” 

Or. en

Justification

For combating climate change society should choose the best and most efficient way of 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions. All options should be taken into consideration. Not only 
biofuels should be compared to each other and ranked on their reduction performance, but 
also against a reference scenario in which the area planned to use for biofuels is grown with 
other crops like grass and trees. In a recent article in “New Scientist” (C.Brahic, 16-8-2007) 
several agricultural sources perform worse than a reference situation. In case that growing 
biofuel crop directly or indirectly leads to deforestation, the original forest should be the 
reference. Comparing biofuels with a reference  prevents an inefficient way of using land. 
(See also AM on recital 6 (Blokland)

Amendment by Claude Turmes and Umberto Guidoni

Amendment 61
ARTICLE 1, POINT 1 A (new)

Article 2, paragraph 1, point 5 a (new) (Directive 98/70/EC)
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1a. In the first paragraph of Article 2, the 
following point 5a is added:
"5a. 'Greenhouse gas performance': the 
amount of greenhouse gases in the fuel, 
measured in CO2 equivalents, plus the 
amount of CO2 equivalents emitted due to 
the extraction and production process, to 
transport, distribution and  land use 
changes." 

Or. en

Justification

The possible accounting of any future verified use of CCS, if allowed, can be specified in the 
technical regulations in line with forthcoming co-decision regulation on the matter. 
Subtraction of any possible carbon sink function in the production phase should not be 
allowed for biomass intended for use as fuel. 

Amendment by Martin Callanan + Karl-Heinz Florenz

Amendment 62
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2 (B)

Article 3, paragraph 2, point (c) Directive 98/70/EC)

(b) In paragraph 2(c) the words "or Annex 
V" are added at the end of the sentence.

deleted

Or. en

Justification

(Justification Callanan)
Maintaining the CEN standardised EN228 gasoline holds significant advantages, for EU 
consumers, businesses, and the automotive industry, in terms of avoiding confusion at the 
pump, supply security, minimising costs, and ensuring that vehicles can be supplied with the 
same standard of fuel irrespective of where they are across the EU.  The current limits should 
be increased commensurate with vehicle requirements/compatibility rather than allowing a 
proliferation of additional specifications. The proposed additional grade of petrol should be 
removed and the necessary changes made to the existing petrol specification. 

(Justification Florenz)
Article 3 (b) 14 relates to the creation of a new fuel grade defined in Annex V. It would be 
better both for the environment and the promotion of biofuels if a single petrol grade was 
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defined. The replacement of Annex III by Annex V with suitable labelling is considered to be 
the best way to accomplish this.

Amendment by Martin Callanan

Amendment 63
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2 (B A) (new)

Article 3, paragraph 2, point (c a)(new) (Directive 98/70/EC)

(ba) In paragraph 2, point (ca) is added:
(ca) Member States shall ensure that petrol 
marketed in their territory meet the 
specifications set-out in Annex III on the 
date of publication of the standard 
developed by the European Committee for 
Standardisation (CEN). 

Or. en

Justification

Extending the maximum limit for ethanol content in petrol specifications from 5 to 10% v/v 
requires changing other parameters in the specifications and the standard EN 228, the most 
important is maximum oxygen content, which needs to be increased to 3,7% m/m. This could 
allow higher limits for ethanol and other oxygenates in petrol specifications. These changes 
could influence engine efficiency and emissions, and engines will need to be tested against 
new reference gasoline; therefore a complete revision of the standard EN 228 will be 
required, as a consequence new specifications  should not be enforced before revising the EN 
228 standard.

Amendment by Martin Callanan

Amendment 64
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2 (C)

Article 3, paragraph 3 (Directive 98/70/EC)

"3. Fuel meeting the specification set out in 
Annex III shall be marked in the national 
language or languages "Low biofuel
petrol".

deleted

Fuel meeting the specification set out in 
Annex V shall be marked in the national 
language or languages "High biofuel 
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petrol."

Or. en

Justification

Maintaining the CEN standardised EN228 gasoline holds significant advantages, for EU 
consumers and businesses, and the automotive industry, in terms of avoiding confusion at the 
pump, supply security, minimising costs, and ensuring that vehicles can be supplied with the 
same standard of fuel irrespective of where they are driven across the EU.  The current limits 
should be increased commensurate with vehicle requirements/compatibility rather than 
allowing a proliferation of additional specifications.  The proposed additional grade of petrol 
should be removed and the necessary changes made to the existing petrol specification. 

Amendment by Karl-Heinz Florenz

Amendment 65
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2 (C)

Article 3, paragraph 3, subparagraph 2 (Directive 98/70/EC)

Fuel meeting the specification set out in 
Annex V shall be marked in the national 
language or languages "High biofuel 
petrol"."

deleted

Or. en

Justification

Article 3 paragraph 3 relates to the creation of a new fuel grade defined in Annex V. It would 
be better both for the environment and the promotion of biofuels if a single petrol grade was 
defined. The replacement of Annex III by Annex V with suitable labelling is considered to be
the best way to accomplish this.

Amendment by Claude Turmes and Umberto Guidoni

Amendment 66
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2 (C)

Article 3, paragraph 3 (Directive 98/70/EC)

3. Fuel meeting the specification set out in 
Annex III shall be marked in the national 
language or languages "Low biofuel petrol".

3. Fuel meeting the specification set out in 
Annex III shall be marked in the national 
language or languages "Petrol".
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Fuel meeting the specification set out in 
Annex V shall be marked in the national 
language or languages "High biofuel petrol".

Fuel meeting the specification set out in 
Annex V shall be marked in the national 
language or languages "High oxygenate 
petrol".

Or. en

Justification

The term "biofuel" is misleading consumers to think the particular fuel grade is 
environmentally friendly. In any case the term 'high biofuel petrol' should be reserved for 
petrol which genuinely contains a high percentage of biofuels. Petrol containing 0vol% to 
5vol% ethanol should therefore be called 'petrol' and petrol grade which allows for higher 
oxygen content, and up to 10vol% of ethanol, should be called 'high oxygenate petrol'.

Amendment by Dorette Corbey

Amendment 67
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2 (C)

Article 3, paragraph 3, subparagraph 2 (Directive 98/70/EC)

Fuel meeting the specification set out in 
Annex V shall be marked in the national 
language or languages "High biofuel
petrol".

Fuel meeting the specification set out in 
Annex V shall be marked in the national 
language or languages "Biofuel petrol".

Or. en

Justification

In order to make things clear to the consumer, the term 'high biofuel petrol' should be 
reserved for petrol which genuinely contains a high percentage of biofuels. Petrol containing 
0vol% to 5vol% biofuels should therefore be called 'low biofuel petrol' and petrol containing 
more than 5vol% bio fuels should be called 'biofuel petrol'.

Amendment by Claude Turmes and Umberto Guidoni

Amendment 68
ARTICLE 1, POINT 3 (C)

Article 4, paragraph 5 (Directive 98/70/EC)

5. Member States shall ensure, that gas oils 
intended for use by non-road mobile 

5. Member States shall ensure that gas oils 
intended for use by non-road mobile 
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machinery and agricultural and forestry 
tractors marketed within their territory after 
1 January 2008 contain less than 1000mg/kg 
of sulphur. By 31 December 2009 at the 
latest, the maximum permissible sulphur 
content of gas oils intended for use by non-
road mobile machinery and agricultural and 
forestry tractors, excluding inland waterway 
vessels, shall be 10 mg/kg.

machinery and agricultural and forestry 
tractors marketed within their territory after 
1 January 2008 contain less than 1000mg/kg 
of sulphur. By 31 December 2009 at the 
latest, the maximum permissible sulphur 
content of gas oils intended for use by non-
road mobile machinery and agricultural and 
forestry tractors, including inland waterway 
vessels, shall be 10 mg/kg.

This does not preclude further 
requirements for reductions of vessel 
engine emissions.
Member States shall also ensure that, by 31 
December 2009 at the latest, gas oils 
intended for use by non-road mobile 
machinery and inland waterway vessels are 
aligned with on-road diesel fuel quality as 
specified under Annex IV.

Or. en

Justification

The Commission proposes that the sulphur content of fuel for non-road mobile machinery and 
agricultural tractors and forestry machinery should be reduced. These fuels should meet all 
the specifications which apply to road vehicles, as laid down in Annex IV. The fuels intended 
for use by inland waterway vessels should be equally aligned, without precluding further 
reduction efforts as regards vessel engine technology. 

Amendment by Pilar Ayuso + Martin Callanan

Amendment 69
ARTICLE 1, POINT 3 (C)

Article 4, paragraph 5 (Directive 98/70/EC)

"5. Member States shall ensure, that gas oils 
intended for use by non-road mobile 
machinery and agricultural and forestry 
tractors marketed within their territory after 
1 January 2008 contain less than 1000mg/kg 
of sulphur. By 31 December 2009 at the 
latest, the maximum permissible sulphur 
content of gas oils intended for use by non-
road mobile machinery and agricultural and 
forestry tractors, excluding inland waterway 

"5. Member States shall ensure, that gas oils 
intended for use by non-road mobile 
machinery and agricultural and forestry 
tractors marketed within their territory after 
1 January 2008 contain less than 1000mg/kg 
of sulphur. By 31 December 2009 at the 
latest, the maximum permissible sulphur 
content of gas oils intended for use by non-
road mobile machinery and agricultural and 
forestry tractors, excluding inland waterway 
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vessels, shall be 10 mg/kg. vessels, shall be 50 mg/kg.

Or. en

Justification

Future non road mobile machinery vehicle emission standards (Stage IIIB, in force 31. 
December 2009 ) will require the introduction of exhaust treatment systems for the engines 
used. Exhaust gas treatment systems to reduce PM and NOx emission levels are fully effective 
using fuel with a maximum sulphur content  of 50 mg/kg rather than 10 mg/kg.  

50 mg/kg sulphur content allows for the transportation of non-road diesel fuel with the same 
tanker trucks as heating gas oil. It would otherwise be technically and practically 
disproportionate to set non-road sulphur content at 10mg/kg

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij + Johannes Blokland

Amendment 70
ARTICLE 1, POINT 3 (C)

Article 4, paragraph 5, subparagraph 1 a (new) (Directive 98/70/EC)

Member States shall also ensure that, by 31 
December 2009 at the latest, gas oils 
intended for use by non-road mobile 
machinery and inland waterway vessels are 
aligned with on-road diesel fuel quality as 
specified under Annex IV and Annex IVa 
(new).

Or. en

Justification

The Commission proposes that the sulphur content of fuel for non-road mobile machinery and 
agricultural tractors and forestry machinery should be reduced. However, it does not make 
any proposals concerning other pollutants such as PACs. It is important that fuels for these 
vehicles should meet all the requirements which apply to road vehicles, as laid down in Annex 
IV and Annex IVa.

Amendment by Claude Turmes and Umberto Guidoni + Martin Callanan

Amendment 71
ARTICLE 1, POINT 3 (D)
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Article 4, paragraph 6 (Directive 98/70/EC)

(d) The following paragraph 6 is added: deleted
"6. Member States shall ensure that, by 31 
December 2009 at the latest, the maximum 
permissible sulphur content of gas oils 
intended for use by inland waterway vessels 
is 300 mg/kg. Member States shall ensure 
that this is reduced to 10mg/kg by 31 
December 2011 at the latest."

Or. en

Justification

(Justification Claude Turmes and Umberto Guidoni)
Consistent with amendment by same authors to previous paragraph aligning fuels intended 
for inland waterway vessels to the specifications for fuels for non-road machinery and road 
vehicles, therefore introducing the 10 mg/kg requirement earlier.

(Justification Martin Callanan)
It is premature and unjustified to lower sulphur content of fuels used by inland waterway 
vessels. To fully benefit, it is necessary to have vessels equipped with Exhaust Gas Treatment 
(EGT) technologies. In the absence of such a requirement, a lowering of sulphur content will 
lead to a net increase of CO2 emissions at refinery level in comparison to the relative 
insignificant contribution of SO2 emissions from inland shipping. 

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij

Amendment 72
ARTICLE 1, POINT 3 (D)

Article 4, paragraph 6 (Directive 98/70/EC)

"6. Member States shall ensure that, by 31 
December 2009 at the latest, the maximum 
permissible sulphur content of gas oils 
intended for use by inland waterway vessels 
is 300 mg/kg. Member States shall ensure 
that this is reduced to 10mg/kg by 31 
December 2011 at the latest."

"6. Member States shall ensure that, by 31 
December 2009 at the latest, gas oils 
intended for use by inland waterway vessels 
comply with the standard specifications set 
out in annex VI and the maximum 
permissible sulphur content is 10 mg/kg."

Or. en
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Justification

The Commission proposal to make low sulphur fuel available to the inland shipping market 
with a two stages approach, from 1000ppm to 300ppm from end 2009, and to 10ppm later, is 
meaningless for several technical, economic and environmental reasons. The transitional 
period for gasoils with 300ppm sulphur content is technically not necessary since 98% of 
current engines can run without any complications on 10ppm sulphur fuel (EN 590). 
Therefore the EU should bring the sulphur content of gasoils at once down to 10ppm (EN 590 
quality standard).

Amendment by Johannes Blokland + Lambert van Nistelrooij

Amendment 73
ARTICLE 1, POINT 3 (D)

Article 4, paragraph 6 (Directive 98/70/EC)

"6. Member States shall ensure that, by 31 
December 2009 at the latest, the maximum 
permissible sulphur content of gas oils 
intended for use by inland waterway vessels 
is 300 mg/kg. Member States shall ensure 
that this is reduced to 10mg/kg by 31 
December 2011 at the latest."

6. Member States shall ensure that, by 31 
December 2009 at the latest, the maximum 
permissible sulphur content of gas oils 
intended for use by inland waterway vessels 
is 10 mg/kg. 

Member States shall ensure that, by 31 
December 2009 at the latest, gas oils 
intended for use by non-road mobile 
machinery and inland waterway vessels are 
aligned with on-road diesel fuel quality as 
specified under Annex IV and Annex IVa .

Or. en

Justification

Modern, clean ships' engines with advanced filtering techniques to combat air pollution are 
only compatible with fuels with a very low sulphur content. The Commission proposes 
reducing the sulphur content of fuels used in inland shipping in two stages. However, it would 
be better to accelerate the introduction of low-sulphur fuel and combine the two stages. The 
extra CO2 emissions which would result from this at the refinery would be amply 
compensated by the more efficient engines, which emit less CO2. In addition, it is important 
that the fuels used in inland shipping should meet all the requirements which apply to road 
vehicles, as laid down in Annex IV and Annex IV bis.
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Amendment by Karl-Heinz Florenz

Amendment 74
ARTICLE 1, POINT 4 (B)

Article 6, paragraph 1 a (Directive 98/70/EC)

"la. By way of derogation from Annex III, a 
Member State may take measures to ensure 
that in the whole of its territory or in specific 
areas, where these are subject to extremely 
cold average winter temperatures, a higher 
vapour pressure be permitted than that 
specified as the maximum for the summer 
period as set out in footnote 5 of Annex III 
and footnote 4 of Annex V."

"la. By way of derogation from Annex III, a 
Member State may take measures to ensure 
that in the whole of its territory or in specific 
areas, where these are subject to extremely 
cold average winter temperatures, a higher 
vapour pressure be permitted than that 
specified as the maximum for the summer 
period as set out in footnote 5 of Annex III."

Or. en

Justification

Article 6 relates to the creation of a new fuel grade defined in Annex V. It would be better 
both for the environment and the promotion of biofuels if a single petrol grade was defined. 
The replacement of Annex III by Annex V with suitable labelling is considered to be the best 
way to accomplish this.

Amendment by Martin Callanan

Amendment 75
ARTICLE 1, POINT 4 (B)

Article 6, paragraph 1 a  (Directive 98/70/EC)

"1a. By way of derogation from Annex III, a 
Member State may take measures to ensure 
that in the whole of its territory or in specific 
areas, where these are subject to extremely 
cold average winter temperatures, a higher 
vapour pressure be permitted than that 
specified as the maximum for the summer 
period as set out in footnote 5 of Annex III 
and footnote 4 of Annex V." 

"1a. By way of derogation from Annex III, a 
Member State may take measures to ensure 
that in the whole of its territory or in specific 
areas, where these are subject to low 
ambient summer temperatures, a higher 
vapour pressure be permitted than that 
specified as the maximum for the summer 
period as set out in footnote 5 of Annex III 
and footnote 4 of Annex V."

Or. en
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Justification

The Fuels Quality Directive 98/70/EC (modified by 2003/17/EC) accepted the need for a 
higher vapour pressure (70kPa) and a shorter summer period in Northern Europe to ensure 
vehicle operability (cold-start) and to minimise the possibility of static ignition causing fires 
during vehicle refuelling at the start and end of the summer period in colder countries such as 
Scandinavia and the parts of the UK.  The higher summer vapour pressure limit (70 kPa) also 
recognised that evaporative VOC emissions in Northern Europe would be reduced by the 
lower ambient summer temperatures so that environmental performance would be in line with 
the rest of Europe.

Amendment by Anne Laperrouze + Martin Callanan + Johannes Blokland

Amendment 76
ARTICLE 1, POINT 5

Article 7 a (Directive 98/70/EC)

"Article 7a deleted
Greenhouse Gas emission reductions

1. From 1 January 2009, Member States 
shall require suppliers of fuels for road 
transport and non-road mobile machinery 
that are placed on the market, to monitor 
and report the life-cycle greenhouse gas 
emissions from those fuels. 
2. From 1 January 2011, Member States 
shall require suppliers of fuels for road 
transport and non-road mobile machinery 
that are placed on the market, to reduce the 
emissions of greenhouse gas emissions 
from those fuels. The reduction shall equal 
an additional 1% of the emissions in 2010 
per year for each calendar year up to and 
including 2020. The level of life-cycle 
greenhouse gas emissions per unit of 
energy reported in 2020 shall be no greater 
than 90% of the level reported in 2010. 
3. The measures necessary for the 
implementation of the monitoring, 
reporting and verifying of the lifecycle 
greenhouse gas emissions based on a 
precise definition of the elements to take 
into account for the calculation of these 
emissions to meet the obligations in 
paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article, designed 
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to amend non-essential elements of this 
Directive by supplementing it, shall be 
adopted in accordance with the procedure 
referred to in Article 11(2).

Or. en

Justification

Although it is desirable to establish a reporting and monitoring mechanism of life-cycle 
greenhouse gas emissions from road fuels, it is first necessary to develop a harmonised and 
concrete methodology for effectively calculating these emissions. Fixing a 10% greenhouse 
gas emissions target at this stage is premature because this has direct implications on the 
volume and sustainability of biofuels that will be available and promoted in the EU – issues 
yet to be resolved in upcoming legislation.

Amendment by Urszula Krupa

Amendment 77
ARTICLE 1, POINT 5

Article 7 a, paragraph 1 (Directive 98/70/EC)

1. From 1 January 2009, Member States 
shall require suppliers of fuels for road 
transport and non-road mobile machinery 
that are placed on the market, to monitor and 
report the life-cycle greenhouse gas 
emissions from those fuels.

1. From 1 January 2015, Member States 
shall require suppliers of fuels for road 
transport and non-road mobile machinery 
that are placed on the market, to monitor and 
report the life-cycle greenhouse gas 
emissions from those fuels.

Or. pl

Justification

The fuel market is still growing, which means that the priority in the Central and Eastern 
European countries is to ensure energy security by ensuring security of fuel supplies. A 
directive that will contribute not just to environmental protection but also, and above all, to 
independence from eastern suppliers is therefore of essential importance.  

Amendment by Johannes Blokland

Amendment 78
ARTICLE 1, POINT 5

Article 7 a, paragraph 1 (Directive 98/70/EC)
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1. From 1 January 2009, Member States 
shall require suppliers of fuels for road 
transport and non-road mobile machinery 
that are placed on the market, to monitor and 
report the life-cycle greenhouse gas 
emissions from those fuels. 

1. From 1 January 2009, Member States 
shall require suppliers of fuels for road 
transport and non-road mobile machinery 
that are placed on the market, to monitor and 
report the life-cycle greenhouse gas 
emissions from those fuels. As well as 
providing evidence for all parts of the 
production chain that sustainability criteria 
are met. All information reported by fuel 
suppliers will be published by the 
Commission. 

Or. en

Justification

Apart from reporting life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions, fuel suppliers shall also report and 
provide evidence on complying with the European sustainability criteria of Annex VI B. 
Meeting sustainability criteria is very important given the many potential negative side-effects 
of producing biofuels (deforestation, social problems, etc.). Publishing the information will 
help to contribute to the respect for the criteria and the involvement of stakeholders in 
enforcing the criteria.  

Amendment by  Adriana Poli Bortone and Alessandro Foglietta

Amendment 79
ARTICLE 1, POINT 5

Article 7 a, paragraph 1 (Directive 98/70/EC)

1. From 1 January 2009, Member States 
shall require suppliers of fuels for road 
transport and non-road mobile machinery 
that are placed on the market, to monitor and 
report the life-cycle greenhouse gas 
emissions from those fuels.

1. One year after the publication of the 
Commission Report provided by Article 9a, 
Member States shall require suppliers of 
fuels for road transport and non-road mobile 
machinery that are placed on the market, to 
monitor and report the life-cycle greenhouse 
gas emissions from those fuels.

Or. en

Justification

In order to have the time to establish a reporting and monitoring mechanism of life-cycle 
greenhouse gas emissions from road fuels, it is first necessary to develop a harmonised and 
concrete methodology for effectively calculating these emissions. 
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Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij + Pilar Ayuso

Amendment 80
ARTICLE 1, POINT 5

Article 7 a, paragraph 1 (Directive 98/70/EC)

1. From 1 January 2009, Member States 
shall require suppliers of fuels for road 
transport and non-road mobile machinery 
that are placed on the market, to monitor and 
report the life-cycle greenhouse gas 
emissions from those fuels. 

1. From 1 January 2009, Member States 
shall require suppliers of fossil-derived fuels 
for road transport and non-road mobile 
machinery that are placed on the market, to 
monitor and report the life-cycle greenhouse 
gas emissions per unit of energy from those 
fuels. 

Or. en

Justification

(Justification Lambert van Nistelrooij)
Existing European biofuel production achieves reductions in greenhouse gas emissions which 
it will be obliged to demonstrate in the forthcoming renewable energies Directive. Therefore I 
propose to limit this directive solely to fossil derived fuels.

(Justification Pilar Ayuso)
Existing European biofuel production achieves demonstrable reductions in greenhouse gas 
emissions. Life-cycle analyses suggest that imported biofuel can achieve higher reduction. 
The inclusion of biofuels would drive the European fuel market to import all biofuels. This 
would result in a loss of energy and food security, jobs and socio-economic development in 
Europe. It would stop industry R&D investment necessary for second-generation European 
biofuels that are expected to be able to match both the greenhouse gas emissions reductions 
and production costs of imported biofuel.

Amendment by Urszula Krupa

Amendment 81
ARTICLE 1, POINT 5

Article 7 a, paragraph 2 (Directive 98/70/EC)

2. From 1 January 2011, Member States 
shall require suppliers of fuels for road 
transport and non-road mobile machinery 
that are placed on the market, to reduce the 
emissions of greenhouse gas emissions from 
those fuels. The reduction shall equal an 

2. From 1 January 2018, Member States 
shall require suppliers of fuels for road 
transport and non-road mobile machinery 
that are placed on the market, to reduce the 
emissions of greenhouse gas emissions from 
those fuels. The reduction shall equal an 
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additional 1% of the emissions in 2010 per 
year for each calendar year up to and 
including 2020. The level of life-cycle 
greenhouse gas emissions per unit of energy 
reported in 2020 shall be no greater than 
90% of the level reported in 2010.

additional 0.5% of the emissions in 2018 per 
year for each calendar year up to and 
including 2020. The level of life-cycle 
greenhouse gas emissions per unit of energy 
reported in 2025 shall be no greater than 
90% of the level reported in 2015.

Or. pl

Justification

The fuel market is still growing, which means that the priority in the Central and Eastern 
European countries is to ensure energy security by ensuring security of fuel supplies. A 
directive that will contribute not just to environmental protection but also, and above all, to 
independence from eastern suppliers therefore is of essential importance.  

Amendment by Adriana Poli Bortone and Alessandro Foglietta

Amendment 82
ARTICLE 1, POINT 5

Article 7 a, paragraph 2 (Directive 98/70/EC)

2. From 1 January 2011, Member States 
shall require suppliers of fuels for road 
transport and non-road mobile machinery 
that are placed on the market, to reduce the 
emissions of greenhouse gas emissions from 
those fuels. The reduction shall equal an 
additional 1% of the emissions in 2010 per 
year for each calendar year up to and 
including 2020. The level of life-cycle 
greenhouse gas emissions per unit of energy 
reported in 2020 shall be no greater than 
90% of the level reported in 2010.

2. From 1 January 2014, Member States 
shall require suppliers of fuels for road 
transport and non-road mobile machinery 
that are placed on the market, to reduce the 
emissions of greenhouse gas emissions from 
those fuels. The reduction shall equal an 
additional 1% of the emissions in 2013 per 
year for each calendar year up to and 
including 2023. The level of life-cycle 
greenhouse gas emissions per unit of energy 
reported in 2023 shall be no greater than 
90% of the level reported in 2013.

Or. en

Justification

In order to have the time to establish a reporting and monitoring mechanism of life-cycle 
greenhouse gas emissions from road fuels, it is first necessary to develop a harmonised and 
concrete methodology for effectively calculating these emissions. 
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Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij + Pilar Ayuso

Amendment 83
ARTICLE 1, POINT 5

Article 7 a, paragraph 2 (Directive 98/70/EC)

2. From 1 January 2011, Member States 
shall require suppliers of fuels for road 
transport and non-road mobile machinery 
that are placed on the market, to reduce the 
emissions of greenhouse gas emissions from 
those fuels. The reduction shall equal an 
additional 1% of the emissions in 2010 per 
year for each calendar year up to and 
including 2020. The level of life-cycle 
greenhouse gas emissions per unit of energy 
reported in 2020 shall be no greater than 
90% of the level reported in 2010. 

2. From 1 January 2011, Member States 
shall require suppliers of fossil-derived fuels 
for road transport and non-road mobile 
machinery that are placed on the market, to 
reduce the emissions of greenhouse gas 
emissions from those fuels. The reduction 
shall equal an additional 2% of the 
emissions in 2010 for every two calendar 
years up to and including 2020. The level of 
life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions per unit 
of energy reported in 2020 shall be no 
greater than 90% of the level reported in 
2010.

Or. en

Justification

(Justification Lambert van Nistelrooij)
Existing European biofuel production achieves reductions in greenhouse gas emissions, 
which it will be obliged to demonstrate in the forthcoming Renewable Energy Directive. 
However, life-cycle analyses suggest that imported biofuel can achieve even higher 
reductions.  Consequently, the inclusion of biofuels in this measure would drive the European 
fuel market to import all biofuels. This would result in a significant loss of energy security, 
food security, jobs and socio-economic development in Europe, as well as raising major 
concerns over the environmental and social sustainability of the imported produce.

(Justification Pilar Ayuso)
Existing European biofuel production achieves demonstrable reductions in greenhouse gas 
emissions. Life-cycle analyses suggest that imported biofuel can achieve higher reduction. 
The inclusion of biofuels would drive the European fuel market to import all biofuels. This 
would result in a loss of energy and food security, jobs and socio-economic development in 
Europe. It would stop industry R&D investment necessary for second-generation European 
biofuels that are expected to be able to match both the greenhouse gas emissions reductions 
and production costs of imported biofuel.

Amendment by Claude Turmes and Umberto Guidoni

Amendment 84
ARTICLE 1, POINT 5
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Article 7 a, paragraph 2 a (new) (Directive 98/70/EC)

2a. Fuel suppliers are required to supply at 
least half of the non-refinery/extraction 
reduction effort through  non-fossil 
components in diesel.

Or. en

Justification

EU fuel market is diesel deficient. Excessive compliance through non-fossil petrol blends will 
lead to yet more fuel being transported. Significant increases of ethanol imports from South 
America leading to further increases in export of petrol from EU to North America or South-
East Asia should not be encouraged. The legislation should be directed to compel investment 
into diesel replacements with the most ghg saving potential.

Amendment by Claude Turmes and Umberto Guidoni

Amendment 85
ARTICLE 1, POINT 5

Article 7 b (Directive 98/70/EC)

Article 7b deleted
Ethanol blended into petrol

The measures relating to the details 
concerning the blending of ethanol into 
petrol and, in particular, the vapour 
pressure as set out in Annex VI and 
possible alternatives, and designed to 
amend non-essential elements of this 
Directive, inter alia by supplementing it, 
shall be adopted in accordance with the 
procedure referred to in Article 11(2)."

Or. en

Justification

Follows amendments on recital 15 and 16 by the same author. 

In its resolution on the Thematic Strategy on air pollution of 26 September 2006 the 
European Parliament called upon the Commission to reduce the ozone-forming volatile 
organic compounds (VOC) with 55% between 2010 and 2020. An increase of VOC emissions, 
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which would the result if an ethanol waiver is applied, is neither in line with the position of 
the European Parliament nor justified.  There are other ways of blending biofuels with 
conventional fuels that don’t lead to increased vapour pressure. An exemption for ethanol is 
therefore unjustified and should be deleted. 

Amendment by Pilar Ayuso

Amendment 86
ARTICLE 1, POINT 5

Article 7 b (Directive 98/70/EC)

The measures relating to the details 
concerning the blending of ethanol into 
petrol and, in particular, the vapour pressure 
as set out in Annex VI and possible 
alternatives, and designed to amend non-
essential elements of this Directive, inter alia 
by supplementing it, shall be adopted in 
accordance with the procedure referred to in 
Article 11(2)."

The measures relating to the details 
concerning the blending of ethanol into 
petrol and, in particular, the vapour pressure 
as set out in Annex VI and possible 
alternatives, as well as the necessary 
modifications to other volatility parameters 
set out in EN 228, and designed to amend 
non-essential elements of this Directive, 
inter alia by supplementing it, shall be 
adopted in accordance with the procedure 
referred to in Article 11(2).

Or. en

Justification

Directive 2003/30/EC recognises that existing fuel specifications are barriers to biofuels. 

Directive 2003/17/EC identifies the same problem and requires the European Commission to: 
‘consider the need to encourage the introduction of alternative fuels, including biofuels, as 
well as the need to introduce modifications to other parameters in the fuel specifications, both 
for conventional and alternative fuels, for example, the modifications to the maximum 
volatility limits for petrol contained in this Directive required for their application to blends 
of bioethanol 

Amendment by Dorette Corbey

Amendment 87
ARTICLE 1, POINT 5

Article 7ba (new) (Directive 98/70/EC)

Article 7ba
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Sustainability criteria for biofuels
1. Only those biofuels that meet the criteria 
for sustainability of production on a life-
cycle basis set out in Annex VIb shall be 
counted as contributing to the objective of 
Article 7a.
2. Member States shall accept bilateral and 
multilateral agreements between the 
Community and third countries as proof 
that the conditions specified in Annex VIb 
have been met.
3. Member States shall accept evidence of 
compliance with voluntary international 
schemes setting standards for the 
sustainable production of agricultural or 
forest products as proof that the conditions 
specified in Annex VIb have been met, 
provided that these schemes have been 
accredited as meeting adequate standards 
of reliability, transparency and independent 
third party auditing. A list of schemes that 
fulfil these criteria will be published and 
periodically updated. 
The sustainability criteria as outlined in 
Annex VIb 1 shall be adopted in 
accordance with the regulatory procedure 
with scrutiny referred to in Article 11(2); 
these criteria constitute a minimum set of 
criteria that can be further developed in the 
context of the revision of directive 
2003/30/EC.

Or. en

Justification

Biomass production can lead to serious biodiversity and social issues. The revised fuel quality 
directive stimulates the production of biomass with a relatively low greenhouse gas content, 
but in addition to this, biodiversity and social criteria are necessary. It is important that the 
Parliament formulates guidelines for these criteria instead of leaving it for comitology to 
decide. These criteria will form a basis that can be expanded in the context of the revision of 
the biofuels directive which will take place in 2008. It is important to have one single set of 
sustainability criteria for all relevant EU legislation.
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Amendment by Claude Turmes and Umberto Guidoni

Amendment 88
ARTICLE 1, POINT 5

Article 7ba (new) (Directive 98/70/EC)

Article 7ba
Sustainability criteria for fuels

1. Only fuels and non-fossil feedstocks that 
meet the criteria for sustainability of 
production and can prove greenhouse gas 
performance on a life-cycle basis as set out 
in Annex VIb shall be counted towards 
compliance under Article 7a.
2. Member States may accept bilateral and 
multilateral agreements, subject to third 
party auditing and verification, between the 
Community and third countries as proof 
that conditions specified in Annex VIb have 
been met. 
3. Member States may accept evidence of 
compliance with voluntary international 
schemes setting standards for the 
sustainable production of agricultural or 
forest products as proof that relevant 
conditions specified in Annex VIb have 
been met, provided that these schemes have 
been accredited as meeting adequate 
standards of reliability, transparency and 
independent third party auditing. A list of 
schemes that fulfil these criteria will be 
published and periodically updated.
The sustainability criteria as outlined in 
Annex VIb shall be adopted in accordance 
with the regulatory procedure with scrutiny 
referred to in Article 11(2).

Or. en

Justification

The Environment Directorate of the Commission must be mandated to make a proposal on 
mandatory sustainability criteria for fuels. Transport fuel / feedstock production can lead to 
serious negative effects on biodiversity and social concerns. This proposal stimulates 
efficiency in greenhouse gas content, but in addition other environmental  and social criteria 
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are necessary. Sustainability criteria can not be left to future legislation, rather this Directive 
should provide the framework for detailed criteria to be set under the regulatory committee 
foreseen in art 11 (2)  with EP scrutiny.

Amendment by Andres Tarand and Anders Wijkman

Amendment 89
ARTICLE 1, POINT 5

Article 7b a (new) (Directive 98/70/EC)

Article 7ba
Biofuels that equal or exceed the threshold 
established in accordance with the 
sustainability index, as set out in Annex VI 
C, shall automatically be released for free 
circulation within the Single Market as 
from the entry into force of this Directive.  
As from 1 January 2020, any biofuel that 
does not equal or exceed this threshold 
shall be prohibited for sale within the 
Single Market.

Or. en

Justification

There shall be clarity for fuel producers and importers in regard to the proposed 
sustainability index and implementation deadlines.

Amendment by Pilar Ayuso, John Bowis, Vittorio Prodi and Adriana Poli Bortone

Amendment 90
ARTICLE 1, POINT 6

Article 8 a (new) (Directive 98/70/EC)

The Commission shall continue to develop a 
suitable test methodology concerning the use 
of metallic additives in fuel."

Following the existing work by the Joint 
Research Centre (JRC) and using existing 
data, the Commission shall continue to 
develop a suitable test methodology 
concerning the use of metallic additives in 
fuel, and, using such methodology, evaluate 
whether to propose restrictions for those 
deemed to impact the effective functioning 
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of pollution abatement technologies. 

Or. en

Justification

The European Commission has asked the JRC to assess the impact of metallic additives on 
catalysts and emissions, this work is ongoing. The Commission and the JRC should continue 
to develop this test protocol and take into account existing data on metallic additives. Once 
metallic additives have been through an assessment then the Commission would have a 
scientific justification to determine which metallic additives, if any, impact the effective 
functioning of pollution abatement technologies, in full consultation with the European 
Parliament through the co-decision procedure.

Amendment by Johannes Blokland

Amendment 91
ARTICLE 1, POINT 7

Article 9, subparagraph 2, point a (Directive 98/70/EC)

(a) the use of biofuels in the framework of 
this Directive and the use and evolution of 
automotive technology, having regard to 
the goal to achieve a minimum of 10% 
biofuel use in transport fuel by 2020, set 
out in the Commission's Strategic Energy 
Review*, and the goal of decarbonising 
transport fuel;

(a) the objective of decarbonising transport 
fuel and the use of biofuels in achieving 
this objective. Negative effects of the 
production of biofuel on the environment, 
on conservation areas, directly or indirectly 
and on social conditions and food prices 
will be monitored in all production 
countries by the Commission and in case of 
negative effects action will be taken by the 
Commission to prevent these negative 
effects.

Or. en

Justification

Monitoring progress of decarbonising transport fuel is important to be able to interfere if 
necessary. For biofuels a ‘Health Check’ is necessary given the many uncertainties around 
this product. Given the many potential negative effects the outcome of the Health Check 
should be used to revise the policy of biofuels fully if necessary. The recent OECD-report also 
raises serious questions on the policy of stimulating biofuels.
One of the most important check points is to assess if purchasing power of fuel buyers will 
push food buyers from the market in developing countries, and to assess if deforestation due 
to biofuels, whether directly or indirectly, has come to a halt after this Directive came into 
force. This assessment should be done in cooperation with FAO/UNEP.
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Amendment by Adriana Poli Bortone and Alessandro Foglietta + Anne Laperrouze + Martin 
Callanan

Amendment 92
ARTICLE 1, POINT 7 A (new)

Article 9 a (new) (Directive 98/70/EC)

7a. The following Article 9a is inserted:
Article 9a

Review
To contribute to EU objectives on reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions and to the 
establishment of a reporting and 
monitoring mechanism of life-cycle 
greenhouse gas emissions from road fuels , 
the Commission shall by 31 December 
2010:
1.  Draw up a report for the European 
Parliament and the Council on possible 
reduction mechanisms. In particular, the 
Commission shall consider: 
(a) Developing  an appropriate 
methodology for estimating  life-cycle 
greenhouse gas emissions from road fuels;
(b) Clarifying the relationship of any 
reduction mechanism with the EU 
Emissions Trading Scheme and Member 
States commitments under the Kyoto 
Protocol;
(c) Reviewing the feasibility and timetable 
to achieving progressive specific GHG 
emissions reduction targets;
(d) Assessing business, economic and social 
impact of those targets.  
2. On the basis of this report, the 
Commission shall submit proposals to the 
European Parliament and the Council to 
amend this directive, in co-ordination with 
the provisions of Directive 2003/30/EC and 
subsequent legislation.
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Or. en

Justification

(Justification Adriana Poli Bortone and Alessandro Foglietta)
To ensure coherence, consistency and feasibility of EU climate and energy policies.

(Justification Anne Laperrouze+ Martin Callanan (identical))
Although it is desirable to establish a reporting and monitoring mechanism of life-cycle 
greenhouse gas emissions from road fuels, it is first necessary to develop a harmonised and 
concrete methodology for effectively calculating these emissions. Fixing a 10% greenhouse 
gas emissions target at this stage is premature because this has direct implications on the 
volume and sustainability of biofuels that will be available and promoted in the EU – issues 
yet to be discussed and addressed in upcoming legislation. To ensure coherence, consistency 
and feasibility of EU climate and energy policies, the Commission should propose to review 
the Directive once it has conducted all the necessary pre-conditions listed above. 

Amendment by Johannes Blokland

Amendment 93
ARTICLE 1, POINT 7 A (new)

Article 9 a (new) (Directive 98/70/EC)

7a. The following Article 9a is inserted:
Article 9a

Review
To contribute to EU objectives on reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions and to the 
establishment of a reporting and 
monitoring mechanism of life-cycle 
greenhouse gas emissions from road fuels , 
the Commission will by 31 December 2010:
1.  Draw up a report for the European 
Parliament and the Council on possible 
reduction mechanisms. In particular, the 
Commission will consider: 
(a) Developing  an appropriate 
methodology for estimating  life-cycle 
greenhouse gas emissions from road fuels;
(b) Clarifying the relationship of any 
reduction mechanism with the EU 
Emissions Trading Scheme and Member 
States commitments under the Kyoto 
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Protocol;
(c) Reviewing the feasibility and timetable 
to achieving progressive specific GHG 
emissions reduction targets;
(d) Assessing business, economic and social 
impact of those targets.  
2. On the basis of this report, the 
Commission will submit proposals to the 
European Parliament and the Council to 
amend this directive, in co-ordination with 
the provisions of Directive 2003/30/EC and 
subsequent legislation.

Or. en

Justification

Although it is desirable to establish a reporting and monitoring mechanism of life-cycle 
greenhouse gas emissions from road fuels, it is first necessary to develop a harmonised and 
concrete methodology for effectively calculating these emissions. Fixing a 10% greenhouse 
gas emissions target at this stage is premature because this has direct implications on the 
volume and sustainability of biofuels that will be available and promoted in the EU – issues 
yet to be discussed and addressed in upcoming legislation. To ensure coherence, consistency 
and feasibility of EU climate and energy policies, the Commission should propose to review 
the Directive once it has conducted all the necessary pre-conditions listed above.

Amendment by Pilar Ayuso

Amendment 94
ARTICLE 1, POINT 7 A (new)

Article 9 a (new) (Directive 98/70/EC)

7a. The following Article 9a is inserted:
Article 9a

Review
To contribute to EU objectives on reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions and to the 
establishment of a reporting and 
monitoring mechanism of life-cycle 
greenhouse gas emissions from road fuels , 
the Commission shall by 31 December 
2010: 
1. Draw up a report for the European 
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Parliament and the Council on possible 
reduction mechanisms. In particular, the 
Commission shall consider: 
(a) Developing an appropriate methodology 
for estimating life-cycle greenhouse gas 
emissions from road fuels;  
(b) Reviewing the feasibility and timetable 
to achieving progressive specific GHG 
emissions reduction targets; 
2. On the basis of this report, the 
Commission shall submit proposals to the 
European Parliament and the Council to 
amend this directive, in co-ordination with 
the provisions of Directive 2003/30/EC and 
subsequent legislation.

Or. en

Justification

Although it is desirable to establish a reporting and monitoring mechanism of life-cycle 
greenhouse gas emissions from road fuels, it is first necessary to develop a harmonised and 
concrete methodology for effectively calculating these emissions. Fixing a 10% greenhouse 
gas emissions target at this stage is premature because this has direct implications on the 
volume and sustainability of biofuels that will be available and promoted in the EU – issues 
yet to be discussed and addressed in upcoming legislation

Amendment by Martin Callanan

Amendment 95
ARTICLE 1, POINT 12, POINT - 1 A (new)
Annex III, footnote 4 (Directive 98/70/EC)

Footnote 4 is modified by replacing the text 
” arctic or severe winter” with “low 
ambient summer temperature”  

Or. en

Justification

The Fuels Quality Directive 98/70/EC (modified by 2003/17/EC) accepted the need for a 
higher vapour pressure (70kPa) and a shorter summer period in Northern Europe to ensure 
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vehicle operability (cold-start) and to minimise the possibility of static ignition causing fires 
during vehicle refuelling at the start and end of the summer period in colder countries such as 
Scandinavia and the parts of the UK.  The higher summer vapour pressure limit (70 kPa) also 
recognised that evaporative VOC emissions in Northern Europe would be reduced by the 
lower ambient summer temperatures so that environmental performance would be in line with 
the rest of Europe.

Amendment by Claude Turmes and Umberto Guidoni

Amendment 96
ARTICLE 1, POINT 12

Annex III, footnote 5 (Directive 98/70/EC)

12. Annex III is amended as follows: deleted
Footnote 5 is modified by adding the 
following text: "Where fuel contains 
ethanol, the maximum summer vapour 
pressure may exceed 60kPa by the amount 
shown in the table in Annex VI."

Or. en

Justification

In its resolution on the Thematic Strategy on air pollution of 26 September 2006 the 
European Parliament called upon the Commission to reduce the ozone-forming volatile 
organic compounds (VOC) with 55% between 2010 and 2020. An increase of VOC emissions, 
which would the result if an ethanol waiver is applied, is neither in line with the position of 
the European Parliament nor justified.  There are other ways of blending biofuels with 
conventional fuels that don’t lead to increased vapour pressure. An exemption for ethanol is 
therefore unjustified and should be deleted. 

Amendment by Dorette Corbey

Amendment 97
ARTICLE 1, POINT 12

Annex III, footnote 5(Directive 98/70/EC)

Footnote 5 is modified by adding the 
following text: "Where fuel contains ethanol, 
the maximum summer vapour pressure may 
exceed 60kPa by the amount shown in the 
table in Annex VI."

Footnote 5 is replaced by the following text: 
"For Member States with arctic or severe 
winter conditions the maximum vapour 
pressure shall not exceed 66,0 kPa. Where 
fuel contains ethanol, the
maximum permitted summer vapour 
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pressure may exceed 56kPa by 4kPa (see 
Annex VI) if a minimum ethanol content of 
3%v/v is met."

Or. en

Justification

Blending ethanol can result in increased vapour pressure. It is important to ensure that this 
legislation does not result in an increase in the maximum permitted vapour pressure.

The waiver as proposed would lead to an increase of the vapour pressure up to 68kPa, which 
would deteriorate air quality. Therefore, the overall maximum vapour pressure has to be 
lowered to a level of 56kPa. In addition, a waiver with a maximum of 4kPa can be allowed. 
With this approach, even with the waiver the maximum vapour pressure will not exceed the 
60kPa and air pollution will not increase.

Amendment by Françoise Grossetête

Amendment 98
ARTICLE 1, POINT 12

Annex III, footnote 5 (Directive 98/70/EC)

Footnote 5 is modified by adding the 
following text: "Where fuel contains ethanol, 
the maximum summer vapour pressure may 
exceed 60kPa by the amount shown in the 
table in Annex VI." 

Footnote 5 is modified by adding the 
following text: "Where fuel contains ethanol, 
the maximum summer vapour pressure may 
exceed 56kPa by the amount shown in the 
table in Annex VI, and, from 1 January 
2013, may exceed 52 kPa by the amount 
shown in the table in Annex VI."

Or. fr

Justification

To make it possible to limit VOC emissions, it is essential to reduce maximum levels of vapour 
pressure of standard petrols. This reduction will be made in two stages, to enable economic 
operators to adjust to this new constraint.

Thus, with the proposed exceedance, vapour pressure would, at most, be 64 kPa until 2012 
and 60 kPa from 1 January 2013, thus making it possible to prevent a deterioration in air 
quality due to increased emissions of VOCs.
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Amendment by Martin Callanan

Amendment 99
ARTICLE 1, POINT 12

Annex III, footnote 5 (Directive 98/70/EC)

Footnote 5 is modified by replacing the text 
” arctic or severe winter” with “low 
ambient summer temperature”  

Or. en

Justification

The Fuels Quality Directive 98/70/EC (modified by 2003/17/EC) accepted the need for a 
higher vapour pressure (70kPa) and a shorter summer period in Northern Europe to ensure 
vehicle operability (cold-start) and to minimise the possibility of static ignition causing fires 
during vehicle refuelling at the start and end of the summer period in colder countries such as 
Scandinavia and the parts of the UK.  The higher summer vapour pressure limit (70 kPa) also 
recognised that evaporative VOC emissions in Northern Europe would be reduced by the 
lower ambient summer temperatures so that environmental performance would be in line with 
the rest of Europe.

Amendment by Martin Callanan

Amendment 100
ARTICLE 1, POINT 12, SUBPARAGRAPH 1 A (new)

Annex III, footnote 7 a (new) (Directive 98/70/EC)

The following footnote 7a is inserted:

(7a) In accordance with Article 1 
paragraph 2, this  limit will come into force 
on the date of publication of the standard 
developed by the European Committee for 
Standardization (CEN).

Or. en

Justification

Maintaining the CEN standardised EN228 gasoline holds significant advantages, for EU 
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consumers and businesses, and the automotive industry, in terms of avoiding confusion at the 
pump, supply security, minimising costs, and ensuring that vehicles can be supplied with the 
same standard of fuel irrespective of where they are across the EU.  The current limits should 
be increased commensurate with vehicle requirements/compatibility rather than allowing a 
proliferation of additional specifications. The proposed additional grade of petrol should be 
removed and the necessary changes made to the existing petrol specification.

Amendment by Martin Callanan

Amendment 101
ARTICLE 1, POINT 12, SUBPARAGRAPH 1 A (new)

Annex III, footnote 7 b (new)(Directive 98/70/EC)

The following footnote 7a is inserted:

(7b)  In accordance with Article 1 
paragraph 2, these limits will come into 
force on the date of publication of the 
standard developed by the European 
Committee for Standardization (CEN).

Or. en

Justification

Maintaining the CEN standardised EN228 gasoline holds significant advantages, for EU 
consumers and businesses, and the automotive industry, in terms of avoiding confusion at the 
pump, supply security, minimising costs, and ensuring that vehicles can be supplied with the 
same standard of fuel irrespective of where they are across the EU.  The current limits should 
be increased commensurate with vehicle requirements/compatibility rather than allowing a 
proliferation of additional specifications. The proposed additional grade of petrol should be 
removed and the necessary changes made to the existing petrol specification.

Amendment by Claude Turmes and Umberto Guidoni

Amendment 102
ARTICLE 1, POINT 13 (A)

Annex IV, table (Directive 98/70/EC)

(a) in the row for "Polycyclic Aromatic 
Hydrocarbons", the entry in the column 
"Maximum is replaced by "8".

(a) in the row for "Polycyclic Aromatic 
Hydrocarbons", the entry in the column 
"Maximum is replaced by "3".
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Or. en

Justification

Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons severely damages the air quality by releasing particles 
and nitrogen oxides to the air. PAHs is carcinogenic and causes serious health problems. 
Since 1991 Sweden has had Environmental Class (EC) 1 diesel fuel which contains less than 
1% PAHs. This shows that it is possible and feasible to reduce PAHs much further. However, 
since the mean average in the EU is currently between 3-4%,  a maximum level of 3% is a 
good starting point in order for suppliers to adapt.  

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij + Johannes Blokland

Amendment 103
ARTICLE 1, POINT 13 A (new)

Annex IV a (new) (Directive 98/70/EC)

13a. The following Annex IV a is inserted:

Standard specifications for gasoils intended for use by inland waterway vessels
EN-590:2004(B5) (10mg/kg)

Parameter Unit Limit

Cetane number Min 51,0
Centane index Min 46,0
Density at 15°C kg/m³ 845 
Polyaromatic 
hydrocarbons 

% (m/m) Max 8 

Sulphur content mg/kg Max 10,0 
Flash point °C Above 55 
Carbon residue (on 10% 
distillation residue) 

% (m/m) Max 0,30 

Ash content % (m/m) Max 0,01 
Water content mg/kg Max 200 
Particulates mg/kg Max 24 
Copper strip corrosion (3h 
at 50°C) 

rating Class 1 

Oxidation stability g/m³ Max 25 
Lubricity (wsd 1,4) at 
60°C 

μm Max 460 

Viscosity at 40°C mm2/s 2,00-4,50 
Distillation 
% (V/V) recovered at 

% (V/V) 
% (V/V) 

<65 
Min 85 
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250°C 
% (V/V) recovered at 
350°C 
95% recovered at 

°C Max 360 

Cloud point 
Summer 
Winter 

°C Max 0 
Max -15 

Cold Filter Plugging 
Point (CFPP) 
Summer 
Winter 

°C Max -11 
Max -24 

Appearance clear 
Fatty Acid Methyl Esther 
(FAME) content* 

% (V/V) Max 5 

*Higher FAME content increases fuel consumption 
& requires additional maintenance discipline 
(prevent fuel system fouling, deposit formation and 
corrosion). It also might cause problems for on 
board heating systems (safety issue).

Or. en

Justification

(Justification Lambert van Nistelrooij)
The current annex IV gives no specifications for the Fatty Acid Methyl Esther (FAME) 
content. However, higher FAME content increases fuel consumption & requires additional 
maintenance discipline (prevent fuel system fouling, deposit formation and corrosion). It also 
might cause problems for on board heating systems (safety issue). Annex IVa therefore 
proposes a max. 5 % for FAME.

(Justification Johannes Blokland)
Recent research shows that a high amount of bioblend (more than 5%) in fuel increases fuel 
consumption and requires additional maintenance discipline (prevent fuel system fouling, 
deposit formation and corrosion). It also might cause problems for on board heating systems 
(safety issue). As long as the EN 590 grade remains unchanged, there is no possibility to 
blend a higher amount of biofuel than 5%. But in the case the grade will be reviewed (as 
happened about 5 years ago), this could be harmful for the inland waterway vessels. 
Therefore this new Annex is added to ensure the 5% maximum of bioblend.

Amendment by Claude Turmes and Umberto Guidoni

Amendment 104
ANNEX

Annex V, subtitle (Directive 98/70/EC)
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Type: High biofuel Petrol Type: High oxygenate Petrol

Or. en

Justification

Annex V contains provisions applicable to petrol containing up to  10vol % ethanol. It is 
misleading to refer to such  petrol as 'high biofuel petrol'. Consumer is misled by the term 
"biofuel" to think it is environmentally friendly. The technically correct nomination for the 
quality comprising  5-10vol% ethanol is "high oxygenate petrol" . 

Amendment by Dorette Corbey

Amendment 105
ANNEX

Annex V, subtitle (Directive 98/70/EC)

Type: High biofuel Petrol Type: Biofuel Petrol

Or. en

Justification

Annex V contains provisions applicable to petrol containing a minimum of 5vol% biofuels. It 
is misleading to refer to petrol which contains such a proportion of biofuels as 'high biofuel 
petrol'. This term should be reserved for petrol containing substantially more biofuels; the 
term 'Biofuel Petrol' is more appropriate.

Amendment by Claude Turmes and Umberto Guidoni

Amendment 106
ANNEX

Annex V, table, row 6, (minimum limit) (Directive 98/70/EC)

Oxygen content Oxygen content

- 2,7 v/v% min (5a)

(5a) The minimum requirement shall lapse 
in the event of withdrawal of "Petrol"
grade from the market.

Or. en
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Justification

The distinction between fuel grade with high oxygen content and regular petrol is necessary 
due to older vehicle fleet not being able to tolerate higher than 5vol% of ethanol content of 
fuels. In the event that in the future the regular Petrol grade is withdrawn from the market, 
the minimum requirement should also lapse. 

Amendment by Gintaras Didžiokas

Amendment 107
ANNEX

Annex V, table, row 6, (maximum limit) (Directive 98/70/EC)

Oxygen content %m/m 3,7 Oxygen content %m/m 4,0

Or. en

Justification

The oxygen content limit needs to be high enough to ensure that 10% by volume ethanol can 
be blended into a petrol within the full range of permitted density. 10% ethanol will not 
comply with the proposed 3.7% by mass oxygen limit if the base petrol to which the ethanol is 
added has a density between 720-747 kg/m3. For more than a decade the US Government has 
permitted a total oxygen content of up to 4.0% by mass for E10 petrol (10% ethanol). This 
would be high enough to ensure that 10% ethanol can be blended within the full range of 
permitted density of petrols.

Amendment by Dorette Corbey

Amendment 108
ANNEX

Annex V, table, row 7, (maximum limit) (Directive 98/70/EC)

- Ethanol (stabilising agents may be
necessary) %v/v 10

- Ethanol (stabilising agents may be
necessary) %v/v 5-10

Or. en

Justification

It is better to have one category of petrol comprising 0-5vol% ethanol and the second  
category of petrol comprising 5-10 vol% ethanol.
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Amendment by Martin Callanan

Amendment 109
ANNEX

Annex V, footnote 3 (Directive 98/70/EC)

(3) The summer period shall begin no later 
than 1 May and shall not end before 30 
September. For Member States with arctic 
or severe winter conditions, the summer 
period shall begin no later than 1 June and 
shall not end before 31 August.

(3) The summer period shall begin no later 
than 1 May and shall not end before 30 
September. For Member States with low 
summer temperature conditions, the 
summer period shall begin no later than 1 
June and shall not end before 31 August.

Or. en

Justification

The Fuels Quality Directive 98/70/EC (modified by 2003/17/EC) accepted the need for a 
higher vapour pressure (70kPa) and a shorter summer period in Northern Europe to ensure 
vehicle operability (cold-start) and to minimise the possibility of static ignition causing fires 
during vehicle refuelling at the start and end of the summer period in colder countries such as 
Scandinavia and the parts of the UK.  The higher summer vapour pressure limit (70 kPa) also 
recognised that evaporative VOC emissions in Northern Europe would be reduced by the 
lower ambient summer temperatures so that environmental performance would be in line with 
the rest of Europe.

Amendment by Claude Turmes and Umberto Guidoni

Amendment 110
ANNEX

Annex V, footnote 4 (Directive 98/70/EC)

(4) For Member States with arctic or severe 
winter conditions the maximum vapour 
pressure shall not exceed 70.0 kPa. Where 
fuel contains ethanol, the maximum 
permitted summer vapour pressure may 
exceed 60kPa by the amount shown in the 
table in annex VI

(4) For Member States with arctic or severe 
winter conditions the maximum vapour 
pressure shall not exceed 70.0 kPa. 

Or. en
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Justification

Follows amendments on recital 15 and 16 and articles 1 point 5 (Article 7 b (Directive 
98/70/EC) and article1 point 8 (Article 11 (Directive 98/70/EC) by the same author.

In its resolution on the Thematic Strategy on air pollution of 26 September 2006 the 
European Parliament called upon the Commission to reduce the ozone-forming volatile 
organic compounds (VOC) with 55% between 2010 and 2020. An increase of VOC emissions, 
which would the result if an ethanol waiver is applied, is neither in line with the position of 
the European Parliament nor justified.  There are other ways of blending biofuels with 
conventional fuels that don’t lead to increased vapour pressure. An exemption for ethanol is 
therefore unjustified and should be deleted.

Amendment by Martin Callanan

Amendment 111
ANNEX

Annex V, footnote 4 (Directive 98/70/EC)

(4) For Member States with arctic or severe 
winter conditions the maximum vapour 
pressure shall not exceed 70.0 kPa. Where 
fuel contains ethanol, the maximum 
permitted summer vapour pressure may 
exceed 60kPa by the amount shown in the 
table in annex VI

(4) For Member States with low summer 
temperature conditions the maximum 
vapour pressure shall not exceed 70.0 kPa. 
Where fuel contains ethanol, the maximum 
permitted summer vapour pressure may 
exceed the appropriate summer vapour 
pressure limit 60 kPa or 70 kPa by the 
amount shown in the table in annex VI

Or. en

Justification

The Fuels Quality Directive 98/70/EC (modified by 2003/17/EC) accepted the need for a 
higher vapour pressure (70kPa) and a shorter summer period in Northern Europe to ensure 
vehicle operability (cold-start) and to minimise the possibility of static ignition causing fires 
during vehicle refuelling at the start and end of the summer period in colder countries such as 
Scandinavia and the parts of the UK.  The higher summer vapour pressure limit (70 kPa) also 
recognised that evaporative VOC emissions in Northern Europe would be reduced by the 
lower ambient summer temperatures so that environmental performance would be in line with 
the rest of Europe.  

Amendment by Françoise Grossetête

Amendment 112
ANNEX
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Annex V, footnote 4 (Directive 98/70/EC)

(4) For Member States with arctic or severe 
winter conditions the maximum vapour 
pressure shall not exceed 70.0 kPa. Where 
fuel contains ethanol, the maximum 
permitted summer vapour pressure may 
exceed 60kPa by the amount shown in the 
table in annex VI.

(4) For Member States with arctic or severe 
winter conditions the maximum vapour 
pressure shall not exceed 70.0 kPa. Where 
fuel contains ethanol, the maximum 
permitted summer vapour pressure may 
exceed 56kPa by the amount shown in the 
table in annex VI, and, from 1 January 
2013, may exceed 52 kPa by the amount 
shown in the table in Annex VI.

Or. fr

Justification

Thus, with the proposed exceedance, vapour pressure would, at most, be 64 kPa until 2012 
and 60 kPa from 1 January 2013, thus making it possible to prevent a deterioration in air 
quality due to increased emissions of VOCs.

Amendment by Dorette Corbey

Amendment 113
ANNEX

Annex V, footnote 4 (Directive 98/70/EC)

(4) For Member States with arctic or severe 
winter conditions the maximum vapour 
pressure shall not exceed 70.0 kPa. Where 
fuel contains ethanol, the maximum 
permitted summer vapour pressure may 
exceed 60 kPa by the amount shown in the 
table in annex VI

(4) For Member States with arctic or severe 
winter conditions the maximum vapour 
pressure shall not exceed 66,0 kPa. Where 
fuel contains ethanol, the maximum 
permitted summer vapour pressure may 
exceed 56 kPa by the amount shown in the 
table in annex VI

Or. en

Justification

Blending ethanol can result in increased vapour pressure. It is important to ensure that this 
legislation does not result in an increase in the maximum permitted vapour pressure. 
Therefore and in line the maximum summer vapour pressure, the maximum vapour pressure 
under arctic or severe winter conditions should be lowered from 70kPa to 66kPa.
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Amendment by Claude Turmes and Umberto Guidoni

Amendment 114
ANNEX

Annex VI (Directive 98/70/EC)

VAPOUR PRESSURE WAIVER 
PERMITTED FOR PETROL 
CONTAINING ETHANOL

deleted

Ethanol content 
(%v/v)

Vapour pressure 
waiver permitted 
(kPa)

0 0
1 3.65
2 5.95
3 7.20
4 7.80
5 8.0
6 8.0
7 7.94
8 7.88
9 7.82
10 7.76
The permitted vapour pressure waiver for 
intermediate ethanol content between the 
values listed, shall be determined by a 
straight line extrapolation between the 
ethanol content immediately above and 
that immediately below the intermediate 
value.

Or. en

Justification

Follows amendments on recital 15 and 16 and articles 1 point 5 (Article 7 b (Directive 
98/70/EC) and 1 point 8 (Article 11 (Directive 98/70/EC) by the same author.

In its resolution on the Thematic Strategy on air pollution of 26 September 2006 the 
European Parliament called upon the Commission to reduce the ozone-forming volatile 
organic compounds (VOC) with 55% between 2010 and 2020. An increase of VOC emissions, 
which would the result if an ethanol waiver is applied, is neither in line with the position of 
the European Parliament nor justified.  There are other ways of blending biofuels with 
conventional fuels that don’t lead to increased vapour pressure. An exemption for ethanol is 
therefore unjustified and should be deleted. 
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Amendment by Dorette Corbey

Amendment 115
ANNEX

Annex VI (Directive 98/70/EC)

VAPOUR PRESSURE WAIVER 
PERMITTED FOR PETROL 
CONTAINING ETHANOL

VAPOUR PRESSURE WAIVER 
PERMITTED FOR PETROL 
CONTAINING ETHANOL

Ethanol content 
(%v/v)

Vapour pressure 
waiver permitted 
(kPa)

0 0
1 3.65
2 5.95
3 7.20
4 7.80
5 8.0
6 8.0
7 7.94
8 7.88
9 7.82
10 7.76

A waiver of 4kPa will be granted only
where at least 3 %v/v ethanol are blended 
in.

The permitted vapour pressure waiver for 
intermediate ethanol content between the 
values listed, shall be determined by a 
straight line extrapolation between the 
ethanol content immediately above and 
that immediately below the intermediate 
value.

Or. en

Justification

The waiver for ethanol as proposed would lead to an increase of the vapour pressure up to 
68kPa and would deteriorate air quality due to increased VOC emissions. In order to avoid a 
deterioration of air quality, the overall maximum vapour pressure has to be lowered to a level 
of 56kPa. In addition, a waiver with a maximum of 4kPa can be allowed when at least 3 
volume per-cent ethanol is blended. With this approach, even with the waiver the maximum 
vapour pressure will not exceed the 60kPa and air pollution will not increase.
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Amendment by Horst Schnellhardt

Amendment 116
ANNEX

Annex VI (Directive 98/70/EC)

VAPOUR PRESSURE WAIVER 
PERMITTED FOR PETROL CONTAINING 

ETHANOL

VAPOUR PRESSURE WAIVER 
PERMITTED FOR PETROL CONTAINING 

BIOFUELS

Ethanol content 
(%v/v)

Vapour pressure 
waiver permitted 
(kPa)

0 0
1 3.65
2 5.95
3 7.20
4 7.80
5 8.0
6 8.0
7 7.94
8 7.88
9 7.82
10 7.76
The permitted vapour pressure waiver for 
intermediate ethanol content between the 
values listed, shall be determined by a 
straight line extrapolation between the 
ethanol content immediately above and 
that immediately below the intermediate 
value.

A waiver of 8kPa shall be permitted only 
if between 3% and 10% biofuels are added 
to petrol.

Or. de

Justification

Compliance with the proposed waivers would be impossible to monitor. In order to make it 
possible to mix ethanol and other biofuels with petrol, the maximum deviation which occurs 
in practice should be taken as a guide value.

Amendment by Claude Turmes and Umberto Guidoni

Amendment 117
ANNEX

Annex VI a (new) (Directive 98/70/EC)
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ANNEX VI  A 
METHOD TO MEASURE LIFE-CYCLE 
GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS FROM 
FUELS
1. In the reporting on the life-cycle 
greenhouse gas emissions from all fuels, 
the following elements will be taken into 
account:
(a) Extraction/production of raw materials, 
including:
- the way in which the extraction took 
place, measured or estimated per extraction 
site;
- energy used during extraction including 
flaring, leakages and other forms of 
process related energy-use;
- the impact of direct and indirect land-use 
changes (including displacements of 
agricultural activity), 
- the amount of energy used by the 
production and application of 
agrochemical substances per unit of 
energy;
-  impact on soil carbon and emissions 
linked to agricultural practices,  in 
particular nitrogen fertilizer use; 
- the impact of by-products;
- use of production machinery fuel per 
unit;
(b) Transport and distribution, including:
- transport from well to first 
refining/transfer location on the basis of 
average CO2 equivalents per unit of 
energy;
- the number of transportation kilometres 
from well to refining/transfer location;
- the number of transportation kilometres 
from refining/transfer location to selling 
point on the basis of average CO2 
equivalents per unit of energy;
(c) Conversion/refining, including:
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- the amount of energy used in the 
conversion/refining process per unit of 
energy;
- the amount of CO2 equivalents emitted 
per unit of energy;
(d) Final product:
- the carbon content per unit of energy.
2. The Commission shall, if appropriate, 
develop default values per extraction site, 
or per non-fossil fuel component regarding 
specific parts of the well-to-wheel 
assessment. Such default values shall be 
conservative in assessing greenhouse gas 
emission savings and take as basis process 
emissions that are significantly higher than 
average emissions. Fuel suppliers may 
claim a more favourable emission 
coefficient if they can prove that their 
product has a lower greenhouse gas 
performance when compared to the default 
value.

Or. en

Justification

Baseline requirements for fuels should be set in sustainability criteria whereas this annex 
should concern only criteria for ghg accounting. Possible default values should be 
conservative and represent significantly worse than average ghg performance in all fuels and 
stages to provide for an incentive for fuel suppliers to "opt-in" and  provide the necessary 
information to allow for the use of more favourable coefficient. 

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij

Amendment 118
ANNEX

Annex VI a (new) (Directive 98/70/EC)

ANNEX VI A
METHOD TO MEASURE LIFE-CYCLE 
GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS FROM 
ALL FOSSIL DERIVED FUELS
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1. In the reporting on the life-cycle 
greenhouse gas emissions from all fossil-
derived fuels, the following elements will be 
taken into account:
(a) Extraction/production of raw materials, 
including:
- the way in which the extraction took 
place, measured or estimated per extraction 
site;
- an estimate of the amount of energy used 
during extraction including flaring, 
leakages and other forms of process related 
energy-use;
- the impact of land-use changes including 
displacements of agricultural activity;
- the amount of energy used by the 
production and application of 
agrochemical substances per unit of 
energy;
- the impact of by-products;
- use of production machinery fuel per 
unit;
(b) Transport and distribution, including:
- transport from well to first 
refining/transfer location on the basis of 
average CO2 equivalents per unit of 
energy;
- the number of transportation kilometres 
from well to refining/transfer location;
- the number of transportation kilometres 
from refining/transfer location to selling 
point on the basis of average CO2 
equivalents per unit of energy;
(c) Conversion/refining, including:
- the amount of energy used in the 
conversion/refining process per unit of 
energy;
- the amount of CO2 equivalents emitted 
per unit of energy;
(d) Final product:
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- the carbon content per unit of energy.
2. Before 1 January 2011, fuel baseline 
standards will be formulated for fuels based 
on the life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions 
as measured pursuant to paragraph 1 of 
this Annex. The standards will consist of 
the measuring results of the fuel supplier 
with the best overall performance or the 
average of the best three suppliers. If 
appropriate a distinction between light and 
heavy conventional crude may be made.
3. From 1 January 2011 onwards, the CO2 
equivalents reduction as outlined in Article 
7a(2) could be based on default values per 
extraction site, or a fixed content of CO2 
equivalents on a well-tow heel basis. Fuel 
suppliers may deviate from this value in a 
positive way if they can prove that their 
product has a lower greenhouse gas 
performance when compared to the default 
value.

Or. en

Justification

Greenhouse gas emissions from biofuels will be and need to be addressed in the Renewable 
Energy Directive as this is a directive on fossil-derived fuels. The Commission will submit in 
December a proposal for a Renewable Energy Directive that will also include a tool for 
calculating GHG performance of biofuels based on a life-cycle analysis. Having two 
Directives covering sustainability criteria will result in legal confusion.

Amendment by Claude Turmes

Amendment 119
ANNEX

Annex VI b (new) (Directive 98/70/EC)

ANNEX VI B
SUSTAINABILITY CRITERIA FOR 
FUELS
Sustainability criteria will be based on a 
system in which fuel feedstocks are 
traceable to its source, and all companies in 
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the sustainable biomass production chain 
are certified.
The criteria shall ensure, inter alia:
- no significant negative impact on 
biodiversity, and in particular  no feedstock 
production or extraction takes place in 
proximity to valuable nature or government 
protected areas, unless consisting of waste 
streams or wood rests;
- no deforestation or net loss of other 
carbon stocks (such as wetlands and 
permanent grasslands) above or below 
ground occurs due to fuel feedstock 
production;
- international conventions and regulations 
are complied with, in particular relevant 
ILO standards and UN conventions for the 
protection of indigenous people
- no significant negative effect on water 
resources;
- air, water and soil quality is not adversely 
affected by extraction or fuel feedstock 
production; 
- mandatory regular reporting about the 
social consequences of bio feedstock 
production, notably on food prices to 
demonstrate absence of negative effects, 
inter alia on food security;
- a declaration of consent by 
arepresentation of local 
communities/population 
- public access to information and 
participation
- mandatory regular reporting to ascertain 
no significant negative indirect land-use 
change impacts or displacement of 
agricultural activities;
- at least 60% direct greenhouse gas 
emissions savings of  non-fossil fuels 
derived from biomass in comparison with 
fossil fuel;

Or. en
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Justification

All fuels sold on EU market should comply with sustainability criteria. If fuels produced from 
biomass are expected to be a significant method of compliance under this legislation, extra 
care needs to be taken not to create perverse environmental or climate effects. Such criteria 
should guarantee no significative negative impacts on biodiversity, water resources,  air, 
water and soil quality, or food security, among others. 

Amendment by Umberto Guidoni

Amendment 120
ANNEX

Annex VI b (new) (Directive 98/70/EC)

ANNEX VI B
SUSTAINABILITY CRITERIA FOR 
FUELS
Sustainability criteria will be based on a 
system in which fuel feedstocks are 
traceable to its source, and all companies in 
the sustainable biomass production chain 
are certified.
The criteria shall ensure, inter alia:
- no significant negative impact on 
biodiversity, and in particular  no feedstock 
production or extraction takes place in 
proximity to valuable nature or government 
protected areas, unless consisting of waste 
streams or wood rests;
- no deforestation or net loss of other 
carbon stocks (such as wetlands and 
permanent grasslands) above or below 
ground occurs due to fuel feedstock 
production;
- international conventions and regulations 
are complied with, in particular relevant 
ILO standards and UN conventions for the 
protection of indigenous people
- no significant negative effect on water 
resources;
- air, water and soil quality is not adversely 
affected by extraction or fuel feedstock 
production; 
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- mandatory regular reporting about the 
social consequences of bio feedstock 
production, notably on food prices to 
demonstrate absence of negative effects, 
inter alia on food security;
- a declaration of consent by a 
representation of local 
communities/population 
- public access to information and 
participation
- mandatory regular reporting to ascertain 
no significant negative indirect land-use 
change impacts or displacement of 
agricultural activities;
- significant greenhouse gas emissions 
savings of  non-fossil fuels derived from 
biomass in comparison with fossil fuel;

Or. en

Justification

All fuels sold on EU market should comply with sustainability criteria. If fuels produced from 
biomass are expected to be a significant method of compliance under this legislation, extra 
care needs to be taken not to create perverse environmental or climate effects. Such criteria 
should guarantee no significative negative impacts on biodiversity, water resources,  air, 
water and soil quality, or food security, among others. 

Amendment by Andres Tarand and Anders Wijkman

Amendment 121
ANNEX

Annex VI c (new) (Directive 98/70/EC)

SUSTAINABILITY INDEX AND 
THRESHOLD FOR THE PRODUCTION 
AND USE OF BIOFUELS
Further to the provisions of Annexes VI A 
& B, each biofuel for each engine or other 
energy conversion technology (e.g. fuel 
cells)  shall be assessed and certified in 
accordance with a single, common, 
scientifically robust sustainability index 
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which shall establish a threshold as 
referred to in Article 7ba(4) which shall 
equate to at least a 50% reduction in GHG 
emissions  and a 100% increase in energy 
efficiency compared to Eurosuper 95 petrol 
in a standard internal combustion engine; 
where the biomass is derived from crops 
grown on arable land, the index shall also 
include a minimum yield of biomass per 
hectare of 5 tonnes oil equivalent and 
maximum inputs of chemicals and 
irrigation per hectare.
The methodology and exact formulation of 
the sustainability index shall be adopted in 
accordance with the regulatory procedure 
with scrutiny referred to in Article 11(2).

Or. en

Justification

It is helpful to give some guidance by the European Parliament on methodology before 
discussions start through comitology procedure.
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