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Motion for a resolution

Amendment by Rodi Kratsa-Tsagaropoulou

Amendment 1
Citation 5 a (new)

- having regard to Council Directive 86/613/EEC of 11 December 1986 on the 
application of the principle of equal treatment between men and women engaged in 
an activity, including agriculture, in a self-employed capacity, and on the protection 
of self-employed women during pregnancy and motherhood1,

Or. el

Amendment by Rodi Kratsa-Tsagaropoulou

Amendment 2
Citation 5 b (new)

- having regard to Directive 2006/54/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council 
of 5 July 2006 on the implementation of the principle of equal opportunities and equal 

                                               
1 OJ L 359, 19.12.1986, p.56.
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treatment of men and women in matters of employment and occupation 1,

Or. el

Amendment by Rodi Kratsa-Tsagaropoulou

Amendment 3
Citation 5 c (new)

- having regard to Council Regulation (EC) No 1260/1999 of 21 June 1999 laying 
down general provisions on the Structural Funds2,

Or. el

Amendment by Rodi Kratsa-Tsagaropoulou

Amendment 4
Citation 5 d (new)

- having regard to Council Resolution of 2 December 1996 on mainstreaming equal 
opportunities for men and women into the European Structural Funds3,

Or. el

Amendment by Rodi Kratsa-Tsagaropoulou

Amendment 5
Citation 5 e (new)

- having regard to its resolution of 13 March 2003 on the objectives of equality of 
opportunities between women and men in the use of the Structural Funds4,

Or. el

                                               
1 OJ L 204, 26.7.2006, p. 23.
2 OJ L 161, 26.6.1999, p. 1.
3 OJ C 386, 20.12.1996, p. 1.
4 P5_TA(2003)0093.
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Amendment by Christa Klaß

Amendment 6
Recital A

A. whereas, from a European perspective, rural areas1 are dealt with via the Common 
Agriculture Policy (CAP), whereas the present resolution deals with the second pillar 
of the CAP, i.e. rural development, whereas social and economic policies must, 
however, be considered as well,

Or. de

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Jill Evans, Raül Romeva i Rueda, 

Amendment 7
Recital A a (new)

Aa. whereas gender mainstreaming was not taken seriously into account in the 
European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) given the fact that 
theoretically the EAFRD is the most appropriate instrument for improving equal 
opportunities for women in rural areas,

Or. en

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 8
Recital C

C. whereas making rural areas more attractive requires promoting sustainable, integrated
growth and generating new employment opportunities, particularly for women and 
young people, as well as quality health and social services,

                                               
1 This definition of rural areas has been adopted in the context of the Decision 2006/144/EC. The Commission 
has consistently used the OECD methodology. The OECD methodology is based on population density (OECD, 
Creating rural indicators for shaping territorial policy, Paris, 1994). It is based on a two-step approach: First, 
local units (e.g. municipalities) are identified as rural if their population density is below 150 inhabitants per 
square kilometre. Then, regions (e.g. NUTS 3 or NUTS 2), are classified in one of the 3 categories:

 Predominantly Rural region (PR) : if more than 50% of the population of the region is living in rural 
communes (with less than 150 inhabitants / km2)

 Intermediate Region (IR) : if 15% to 50% of the population of the region is living in rural local units
 Predominantly Urban region (PU) : if less than 15% of the population of the region is living in

rural local units. 
The 1284 NUTS 3 regions of the EU-27 are broadly evenly divided between the three rural-urban categories. 
The Commission is currently undertaking work on alternative definitions that better reflect the diversity of 
significantly rural areas, including peri-urban areas. 
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Or. fr

Amendment by Christa Klaß

Amendment 9
Recital D

D. whereas the economic and social changes rural areas are undergoing do not affect all 
women in the same way, offering opportunities to some and causing very serious 
challenges to, and problems for, others,

Or. de

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Jill Evans, Raül Romeva i Rueda, 

Amendment 10
Recital D a (new)

Da. whereas the current situation of Europe's rural population is determined by two 
contrasting agricultural survival strategies: on the one hand, small, rural 
subsistence farms, and on the other hand, large-scale agrarian production plants 
orientated towards world markets,

Or. en

Amendment by Christa Klaß

Amendment 11
Recital E

E. whereas the Lisbon targets on generating growth and promoting the social market 
economy can only be met by making a full use of the significant potential of women in 
the labour market in both rural and urban areas,

Or. de
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Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Jill Evans, Raül Romeva i Rueda,

Amendment 12
Recital E a (new)

Ea. whereas women’s labour is often regarded as an unlimited natural resource to be 
exploited and where furthermore the inequitable segregation of the labour market is 
becoming more rigid,

Or. en

Amendment by Rodi Kratsa-Tsagaropoulou

Amendment 13
Recital F a (new)

Fa. reiterating its view that implementation of Directive 86/613/ΕEC on the application 
of the principle of equal treatment between men and women engaged in an activity, 
including agriculture, in a self-employed capacity, and on the protection of self-
employed women during pregnancy and motherhood, has not been effective hitherto 
or fulfilled the original objectives of the Directive, in particular that of improving 
the status of assisting spouses,

Or. el

Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez, Teresa Riera Madurell and Elena Valenciano Martínez-
Orozco

Amendment 14
Recital Ga (new)

G a. whereas only a small number of women are the owners of farms - typically small-
size economic operations of low profitability - and most women in the countryside 
work alongside their male companions (fathers, brothers or husbands), who have 
exclusive property rights to the farm (agriculture or stockbreeding);

Or. es
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Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 15
Recital I

I. whereas rural areas can offer a high quality of life for families with children and for 
elderly people but they still face a wide range of challenges such as lack of education 
and training infrastructure at all levels, provision of services of social interest such as 
a sufficient number of appropriate child-care facilities, outreach services and care for 
elderly or sick people, and pressure from ongoing agricultural restructuring and 
environmental concerns,

Or. fr

Amendment by Christa Klaß

Amendment 16
Recital I

I. whereas rural areas can offer a high quality of life for families with children and for 
elderly people but they still face a wide range of challenges such as lack of training 
infrastructure, provision of services of social interest such as appropriate child-care 
facilities, care for elderly or sick people and pressure from ongoing agricultural 
restructuring and environmental protection,

Or. de

Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez, Teresa Riera Madurell and Elena Valenciano Martínez-
Orozco

Amendment 17
Recital I

I. whereas rural areas can offer a high quality of life for families with children and for 
elderly people but they still face a wide range of challenges such as lack of training 
infrastructure or social services networks such as appropriate child-care facilities, care 
for elderly or sick people or those with disabilities, and pressure from ongoing 
agricultural restructuring and environmental concerns,

Or. es
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Amendment by Urszula Krupa

Amendment 18
Recital J

J. whereas the significant contribution made by women to local and community 
development is inadequately reflected in their participation in the decision-making 
processes,

Or. pl

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 19
Recital K

K. whereas women mostly volunteer for voluntary work within and outside their 
families that forms the basis for the fundamental coherence of life in society,

Or. fr

Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez, Teresa Riera Madurell and Elena Valenciano Martínez-
Orozco

Amendment 20
Recital K

K. whereas women mostly volunteer for voluntary work that forms the basis for the 
fundamental coherence of life in society; whereas, nonetheless, it is for the state to 
assume the functions of social sustainability that are needed for the free 
development of a citizenship in which the same time-periods and resources apply to 
all irrespective of gender;

Or. es
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Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez, Teresa Riera Madurell and Elena Valenciano Martínez-
Orozco

Amendment 21
Recital La (new)

La. whereas it is essential to combat the tendency for women to leave the countryside, 
since where there are no opportunities for women in the medium term there are 
none for anyone, as the population level cannot be maintained,

Or. es

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Jill Evans, Raül Romeva i Rueda

Amendment 22
Recital M

M. whereas the combination of a lack of infrastructure, job opportunities and the 
comparatively lower income levels results in a mobile workforce leaving 
disadvantaged rural areas and taking up education and/or employment in urban 
centres, where a higher quality of life and job opportunity may be assumed; whereas 
the out-migration of females in the economically active age groups continues to result 
in a degree of “masculinisation” of the rural population (deletion),

Or. en

Amendment by Christa Klaß

Amendment 23
Recital M

M. whereas the out-migration of females in the economically active age groups continues 
to result in a degree of “masculinisation” of the rural population, with negative 
consequences for the quality of life of the community and demographic trends,

Or. de
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Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 24
Recital N

N. (deletion); whereas (deletion) the lack of local public transport services in rural areas 
can make it difficult to carry out day-to-day and family tasks and can therefore 
hamper access to professional training and make it difficult to look for work,

Or. fr

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Jill Evans, Raül Romeva i Rueda

Amendment 25
Recital N

N. whereas women's and men's transport needs differ in rural areas (deletion); whereas
poor public transport provision gives rise to social exclusion and young people are 
held back by the lack of local public transport services and therefore have fewer 
opportunities to find vocational training or work,

Or. en

Amendment by Christa Klaß

Amendment 26
Recital N

N. whereas women in rural areas in particular spend a lot of time in driving their children 
and other family members to doctors, schools and sports and whereas (deletion) 
young people are disadvantaged by the lack of local public transport services and 
therefore have fewer opportunities to find vocational training or work,

Or. de
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Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez, Teresa Riera Madurell and Elena Valenciano Martínez-
Orozco

Amendment 27
Recital Na (new)

Na. having regard to the greater obstacles to access to information and communication 
technologies in the countryside, especially for women, 

Or. es

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 28
Recital O

O. whereas rural areas offer real opportunities in term of their potential for growth in new 
sectors and the provision of rural amenities, craft activities and tourism, which are
mostly run by women and are a big economic factor for underdeveloped but 
scenically interesting areas,

Or. fr

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 29
Recital P

P. whereas more consideration should be given to gender budgeting with a view to 
effective governance of rural development programmes and, in particular, better 
targeting of funding at the specific needs of women in such areas,

Or. fr

Amendment by Rodi Kratsa-Tsagaropoulou

Amendment 30
Recital P a (new)

Pa. whereas the elimination of inequalities and the promotion of equal opportunities for 
men and women are primary objectives of Council Regulation (EC) No 1260/1999 
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laying down general provisions on the Structural Funds, with particular regard to 
the European Agricultural Guidance and Guarantee Fund (EAGGF),

Or. el

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Jill Evans, Raül Romeva i Rueda

Amendment 31
Paragraph 1

1. Is convinced that mainstreaming gender in the rural sector is a key strategy not only 
for the promotion of equality between women and men but also for economic growth 
and ecological sustainable rural development; underlines the importance of
introducing gender mainstreaming into the European Agricultural Fund for Rural 
Development (EAFRD);

Or. en

Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez, Teresa Riera Madurell and Elena Valenciano Martínez-
Orozco

Amendment 32
Paragraph 2

2. Calls on the Commission to improve statistical data and information as regards this 
phenomenon and to analyse the patterns, main reasons and consequences of the out-
migration from rural areas in the EU; calls on the Member States to develop strategies 
aimed at curbing the out-migration of women in rural areas, especially those who are 
highly educated;

Or. es

Amendment by Urszula Krupa

Amendment 33
Paragraph 3

deleted

Or. pl
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Amendment by Ilda Figueiredo

Amendment 34
Paragraph 3

3. Calls on the Member States, in collaboration with local government, to create incentives 
for the participation of women in the labour force with the aim of addressing the problem 
of poverty and social exclusion in rural areas; notes that  poverty is widely spread in rural 
communities, especially in the New Member States, and that this means that the review 
of the CAP needs to take the matter into account;

Or. pt

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 35
Paragraph 3

3. Calls on the Member States, in collaboration with local government and business, to 
create incentives for the participation of women in the labour force, in particular by 
getting rid of any discrimination to which women may be subjected on the labour 
market, with the aim of addressing the problem of poverty and social exclusion in 
rural areas; notes that poverty is widely spread in rural communities, especially in the 
New Member States;

Or. fr

Amendment by Esther De Lange

Amendment 36
Paragraph 3 a (new)

3a. Calls on the Member States to adopt suitable measures for self-employed women 
with regard to maternity and sick leave;

Or. nl
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Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez, Teresa Riera Madurell and Elena Valenciano Martínez-
Orozco

Amendment 37
Paragraph 4

4. Calls on the Commission to provide statistics of poverty and social exclusion 
disaggregated not only by gender and age but also adding the urban/rural dimension; 
also advocates studies of gender issues in the countryside;

Or. es

Amendment by Ilda Figueiredo

Amendment 38
Paragraph 5

5. Calls on the Member States to support the transition from agricultural-based rural 
areas to broader economic-based rural areas, while maintaining the necessary support 
for the preservation of family farming, which will necessitate a more equitable CAP; 

Or. pt

Amendment by Jill Evans

Amendment 39
Paragraph 5

5. Calls on the Member States to support (deletion) agricultural-based activities as well 
as broader economic-based rural areas;

Or. en

Amendment by Urszula Krupa

Amendment 40
Paragraph 5

5. Calls on the Member States to support (deletion) agricultural-based rural areas and 
infrastructural improvements in such areas;

Or. pl
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Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Jill Evans, Raül Romeva i Rueda

Amendment 41
Paragraph 5 a (new)

5a. Points out that access to public service and social infrastructure is becoming 
increasingly problematic in rural areas; the closure of banks, post offices, schools, 
hospitals and health services all impact the vibrancy of a community and its 
population's health and well being;

Or. en

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Jill Evans, Raül Romeva i Rueda

Amendment 42
Paragraph 5 b (new)

5b. Calls on the national, regional and local authorities for appropriate local transport 
provision which is essential for the well-being of rural communities and especially 
for women who are often at greater risk of feeling isolated; underlines that 
expensive and infrequent transport results in isolation from social, health and 
welfare, education and employment facilities and at times compromises personal 
safety;

Or. en

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 43
Paragraph 6

6. Calls on the Member States to implement policies to improve the general living 
conditions of women in rural areas and to safeguard the future of rural areas by 
offering accessible rural services, i.e. postal services, broadband and new applied-
technology services, cultural and sportive centres, fire brigade and general public 
services;

Or. fr
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Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez, Teresa Riera Madurell and Elena Valenciano Martínez-
Orozco

Amendment 44
Paragraph 6

6. Calls on the Member States to implement policies to improve the general living 
conditions of women in rural areas, with particular attention to women with 
disabilities, women who are the victims of gender violence, women from ethnic 
minorities and women suffering from different forms of discrimination, and to 
safeguard the future of rural areas by offering rural services, i.e. postal services, 
broadband services, cultural and sportive centres, fire brigade and general public 
services;

Or. es

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Jill Evans, Raül Romeva i Rueda

Amendment 45
Paragraph 7

7. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to promote women's 
entrepreneurship, support female business networks, tutoring/coaching models or 
alliances of female entrepreneurs and design initiatives targeted at improving the 
entrepreneurial attitude, skills and capabilities of women in rural areas;

Or. en

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Jill Evans, Raül Romeva i Rueda

Amendment 46
Paragraph 7 a (new)

7a. Calls on the Council, the Commission and the Member States to financially increase 
innovative measures for women in rural areas; calls on the Commission to set up 
LEADER networking projects for an exchange of experiences and best practice;

Or. en
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Amendment by Esther De Lange

Amendment 47
Paragraph 7 a (new)

7a. Calls on the Member States and the Commission to take account of the substantial 
group of - usually female - partners assisting with farming, who, in many Member 
States, suffer from a lack of legal status, which leads to specific financial and legal 
problems in relation to the right to maternity and sick leave, the acquisition of 
pension rights and access to social security as well as in the event of divorce;

Or. nl

Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez, Teresa Riera Madurell and Elena Valenciano Martínez-
Orozco

Amendment 48
Paragraph 7a (new)

7a. Calls on the Member States to boost joint property ownership as a legal concept, 
with a view to full recognition of women's rights in the agricultural sector, the 
corresponding protection in welfare terms, and the recognition of their work;

Or. es

Amendment by Urszula Krupa

Amendment 49
Paragraph 8

8. Calls on the Member States to recognise and suitably reward voluntary work and
honorary work;

Or. pl
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Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez, Teresa Riera Madurell and Elena Valenciano Martínez-
Orozco

Amendment 50
Paragraph 8

8. Calls on the Member States to provide ideological and financial support for honorary 
work or voluntary work; stresses the significant work in the social field carried out 
by women's organisations in this context; calls, nonetheless, for a change in 
structures to allow women greater access to paid active employment; 

Or. es

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Jill Evans, Raül Romeva i Rueda

Amendment 51
Paragraph 8

8. Calls on the Member States - in the light of the fact that unemployment in rural 
areas affects mostly women - to promote, within the context of the structural funds, 
quality employment, entrepreneurship among women and a cooperativist culture; 
considers, that Member States provide ideological (deletion) support for honorary
work or voluntary work;

Or. en

Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez, Teresa Riera Madurell and Elena Valenciano Martínez-
Orozco

Amendment 52
Paragraph 8a (new)

8a. Calls on the EU institutions, the Member States and the regional and local 
authorities to ensure that their rural development measures include actions aimed at 
improving women's education and training, with a view, in particular, to their 
integration into the labour market and into the management structures of 
companies and associations, as well as at promoting female employment in the 
countryside; 

Or. es
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Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Jill Evans, Raül Romeva i Rueda

Amendment 53
Paragraph 8 a (new)

8a. Points out that in women in rural areas are relatively more affected by hidden 
unemployment than men due to traditional role models and poor endowment of 
many areas with the appropriate infrastructure, such as childcare facilities;

Or. en

Amendment by Christa Klaß

Amendment 54
Paragraph 9

9. Calls on the Member States, in cooperation with regional authorities, to encourage the 
establishment of regional resource centres for women (deletion), particularly those 
between the ages of 25 and 60 years who face unemployment, and to support them 
towards self-employment or in developing services within their own communities 
through grassroots consultation and needs assessment;

Or. de

Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez, Teresa Riera Madurell and Elena Valenciano Martínez-
Orozco

Amendment 55
Paragraph 9a (new)

9a. Calls on the EU institutions, the Member States and the regional and local 
authorities to facilitate access to information and communication technologies in 
the countryside and to promote equal opportunities in the rural context via policies 
and activities targeted on rural women; 

Or. es
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Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez, Teresa Riera Madurell and Elena Valenciano Martínez-
Orozco

Amendment 56
Paragraph 10

10. Calls on the Member States to improve education and training facilities and to 
promote the development of a social services network for childcare infrastructures
and care for the elderly, the sick and people with disabilities, as a means of 
reconciling working, family and personal life for men and women in the 
countryside; also calls on them to improve health services, and especially first-line 
health care availability; calls on the Member States to assure the provision of 
paramedical services in rural areas;

Or. es

Amendment by Christa Klaß

Amendment 57
Paragraph 10

10. Calls on the Member States to improve education and training facilities as well as 
childcare infrastructures, care for the elderly and disabled people and health services, 
especially the improvement of first-line health care availability; calls on the Member 
States to assure the provision of paramedical and emergency doctors' services in rural 
areas;

Or. de

Amendment by Urszula Krupa

Amendment 58
Paragraph 10

10. Calls on the Member States to improve education and training facilities as well as 
childcare infrastructures, care for the elderly and disabled people and health services, 
especially the improvement of first-line health care availability; calls on the Member 
States to assure the provision of medical services in rural areas;

Or. pl
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Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Jill Evans, Raül Romeva i Rueda

Amendment 59
Paragraph 10

10. Calls on the Member States to improve education and training facilities as well as 
childcare infrastructures, care for the elderly and disabled people, health and mental 
health services, especially the improvement of first-line health care availability; calls 
on the Member States to assure the provision of paramedical services in rural areas;

Or. en

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Jill Evans, Raül Romeva i Rueda

Amendment 60
Paragraph 10 a (new)

10a. Draws attention to the strong taboo regarding sexual and/or domestic violence 
against women and girls in rural areas, calls on the Member States to take 
appropriate measures to ensure better protection and support of victims and those at 
risk of becoming victims of such violence ;

Or. en

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 61
Paragraph 11

11. Urges the Member States to address the lack of good transport infrastructure in rural 
areas and develop positive policies to improve access to transport for all, particularly 
disabled persons, as transport continues to be a factor in entrenching social exclusion 
and inequality in society, primarily affecting women;

Or. fr
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Amendment by Esther De Lange

Amendment 62
Paragraph 12 a (new)

12a. Welcomes, in this connection, ESF/EQUAL projects which seek to highlight and 
improve the position of women within agriculture and in rural areas; calls on the 
Commission and the Member States, in this connection, to promote such projects 
within the European Union;

Or. nl

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 63
Paragraph 13

13. Calls on the Member States to support and reward companies that invest in rural areas 
and offer high quality employment to women;

Or. fr

Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez, Teresa Riera Madurell and Elena Valenciano Martínez-
Orozco

Amendment 64
Paragraph 13a (new)

13a. Calls on the EU institutions, the Member States and the regional and local 
authorities to support projects for promotion and advice as regards the creation of 
innovative primary agricultural production enterprises in the countryside, the aim 
being to provide new jobs to be occupied mostly by women in the main areas of 
action, e.g. by utilising redundant or underused products, incorporating value into 
agricultural products and seeking commercial outlets for them, employing new 
technologies, and boosting regional economic diversification and the provision of 
services to facilitate the reconciliation of work and family life;

Or. es
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Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez, Teresa Riera Madurell and Elena Valenciano Martínez-
Orozco

Amendment 65
Paragraph 13b (new)

13b. Calls on the EU institutions, the Member States and the regional and local 
authorities to encourage the holding of forums for the exchange of knowledge or 
similar activities, both nationally and internationally, with specific reference to the 
situation of women in the countryside; 

Or. es

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Jill Evans, Raül Romeva i Rueda

Amendment 66
Paragraph 13 a (new)

13a. Refers to the fact that women are under-represented in formal rural or regional 
leadership positions, despite the fact that they play an important role in the 
‘informal’ community where women often play an essential role in the community’s 
social life by influencing the emergence of social capital by being involved in 
informal local networks (e.g. in the framework of voluntary community work or 
various thematic associations);

Or. en

Amendment by Esther De Lange

Amendment 67
Paragraph 14

14. Calls on the relevant national, regional and local authorities to encourage the 
participation of women in Local Action Groups, participation in agricultultural 
organisations and the development of local partnerships under the Leader axis as well 
as to ensure gender-balanced participation in the management boards;

Or. nl
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Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Jill Evans, Raül Romeva i Rueda

Amendment 68
Paragraph 14

14. Calls on the relevant national, regional and local authorities to encourage the 
participation of women in Local Action Groups and the development of local 
partnerships under the Leader axis and to provide skills and training to enable 
women to take part in the decision making process as well as to ensure gender-
balanced participation in the management boards;

Or. en

Amendment by Rodi Kratsa-Tsagaropoulou

Amendment 69
Paragraph 14 a (new)

14a. Stresses the need, in drawing up support programmes for women in rural areas, to 
take account of the difference between women who simply live in rural areas and 
those who are employed on agricultural holdings, i.e. women farmers; calls on the 
Commission to collect specific statistics on these two separate categories of women 
in the Member States;

Or. el

Amendment by Rodi Kratsa-Tsagaropoulou

Amendment 70
Paragraph 14 b (new)

14b. Regrets the fact that the Commission has not responded to Parliament's 
aforementioned resolution of 3 July 2003 by undertaking a radical revision of 
Directive 86/613/ΕEC, despite the fact that the Commission itself acknowledges that 
the application of the Directive to date has been ineffective and that minimal 
progress has been made in recognising the work of and providing adequate 
protection for assisting spouses of persons engaged in self-employed or agricultural 
activity in the Member States; calls again on the Commission to submit, by the end 
of 2008, a revised directive providing for independent social and pension rights for 
women assisting on agricultural holdings;

Or. el



PE398.536v01-00 24/24 AM\698902EN.doc

EN

Amendment by Rodi Kratsa-Tsagaropoulou

Amendment 71
Paragraph 14 c (new)

14c. Deeply regrets the fact that the Commission has yet to make any practical response 
to Parliament's previous resolutions on the situation of spouses assisting persons 
engaged in self-employed activities, which included calls  for:

- compulsory registration of assisting spouses so that they are no longer invisible 
workers;

- the obligation on Member States to take the necessary measures to ensure that
assisting spouses are able to take out insurance cover for health care, retirement 
pensions, maternity benefit and replacement services and disability benefits;

Or. el

Amendment by Rodi Kratsa-Tsagaropoulou

Amendment 72
Paragraph 14 d (new)

14d. Stresses once again that, although the elimination of inequalities and the promotion 
of equal opportunities are among the basic objectives of the Structural Funds, in 
reality, women in rural areas take very little part in planning and taking advantage 
of the opportunities which those Funds afford; calls on the Commission to ensure 
that due attention is paid to strengthening their role during the procedure for 
approving the relevant projects, particularly in the light of the new Council 
Regulation (EC) No 1083/2006 of 11 July 2006 laying down general provisions on 
the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund and the 
Cohesion Fund and repealing Regulation (EC) No 1260/19991, which now 
recognises civil society and organisations promoting gender equality as equal 
partners in achieving the objectives of the Funds;

Or. el

                                               
1 OJ L 210, 31.7.2006, p. 25.
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