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Motion for a resolution

Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 1
Indent 1 a (new)

- having regard to the Commission communication to the European Parliament, the 
Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the 
Regions entitled 'Strategy for the Outermost Regions: Achievements and Future 
Prospects' (COM(2007)0507),

Or. pt

Amendment by Margie Sudre

Amendment 2
Citation 2

- having regard to Articles 158, 159 and 299(2) of the Treaty establishing the European 
Community,

Or. fr



PE398.371v02-00 2/65 AM\701047EN.doc

EN

Amendment by Lidia Joanna Geringer de Oedenberg, Evgeni Kirilov

Amendment 3
Citation 5 a (new)

- having regard to its resolution of 12 July 2007 on the role and effectiveness of 
cohesion policy in reducing disparities in the poorest regions of the EU 
(2006/2176(INI)),

Or. pl

Amendment by Lidia Joanna Geringer de Oedenberg, Evgeni Kirilov

Amendment 4
Recital A

A. whereas a comprehensive European cohesion policy is made necessary by huge 
development disparities – which have become significantly more pronounced since 
the recent enlargement of the Union – between the wealthiest EU regions and the 
poorest, which lack the basic infrastructure that is essential for development,

Or. pl

Amendment by Grażyna Staniszewska

Amendment 5
Recital A

A. whereas a comprehensive European cohesion policy is made necessary by the 
continued existence of major disparities in a number of regions, particularly in view 
of the challenges thrown up by the recent EU enlargement,

Or. pl

Amendment by Gábor Harangozó

Amendment 6
Recital B

B. having regard to the clear link between rising Euroscepticism and widening territorial 
disparities, which demonstrates the growing need for economic, social and territorial 
cohesion in order to strengthen convergence and to give a firm basis to the legitimacy 
of the European Union, which is achievable through a regional policy implemented in 
compliance with other policies at all levels and made visible on the ground for all 
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parties concerned,

Or. en

Amendment by Samuli Pohjamo

Amendment 7
Recital B

B. having regard to the unmistakable link between rising Euro-scepticism and widening 
territorial disparities, which demonstrates the need for economic, social and territorial 
cohesion in order to give a firm basis to the legitimacy of the European Union, which 
is achievable through a regional policy that is visible on the ground; whereas regional 
and local authorities and local actors have a central role to play in implementing 
that policy, whose achievements should be publicised more effectively,

Or. fi

Amendment by Lidia Joanna Geringer de Oedenberg, Evgeni Kirilov

Amendment 8
Recital B

B. having regard to the unmistakeable link between rising Euroscepticism in the 
wealthiest Member States and widening development disparities between regions, 
which demonstrates the need for economic, social and territorial cohesion in order to 
give a firm basis to the legitimacy of the European Union, which is achievable through 
a regional policy that is visible on the ground,

Or. pl

Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez

Amendment 9
Recital B

B. having regard to the increase in territorial disparities, which demonstrates the need for 
economic, social and territorial cohesion in order to give a firm basis to the legitimacy of 
the European Union, which is achievable through a regional policy that is visible on the 
ground,

Or. es
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Amendment by Oldřich Vlasák

Amendment 10
Recital B

B. having regard to the need for the EU's activities to be brought closer to the people 
and the consequent need for economic, social and territorial cohesion in order to give
a firm basis to the legitimacy of the European Union, which is achievable through a 
regional policy that is visible on the ground,

Or. cs

Amendment by Grażyna Staniszewska

Amendment 11
Recital B

B. having regard to the unmistakeable link between rising Euroscepticism and widening 
territorial disparities, which demonstrates the need for economic, social and territorial 
cohesion in order to give a firm basis to the role of the European Union (deletion)
through (deletion) regional policy (deletion),

Or. pl

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro, Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

Amendment 12
Recital B

B. whereas the widening of territorial disparities demonstrates the need for economic, 
social and territorial cohesion in order to give a firm basis to the legitimacy of the 
European Union, which is achievable through a regional policy that is visible on the 
ground,

Or. pt

Amendment by Jan Olbrycht

Amendment 13
Recital C

C. having regard to the added value of cohesion policy, particularly in promoting growth 
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of employment in regions that are lagging behind, as well as to its contribution to 
strengthening administrative capacity and ensuring decentralised management 
(deletion),

Or. pl

Amendment by Jean Marie Beaupuy

Amendment 14
Recital C

C. having regard to the added value of cohesion policy, particularly in promoting growth 
of employment in regions that are lagging behind, whose benefits have been proven 
in various European regions (higher living standards for local population, creation 
of long-term employment, retaining populations in the area, greater political 
stability, etc.) as well as to its contribution to strengthening administrative capacity 
and ensuring decentralised management; and whereas, in the light of this, any attempt 
to renationalise this policy must be rejected,

Or. fr

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 15
Recital C

C. having regard to the added value of cohesion policy, particularly because it offers 
each region in the Union independent possibilities for development, growth and 
employment, from which regions that are lagging behind derive most benefit, and 
because it contributes to strengthening administrative capacity and ensuring 
decentralised management; and whereas, in the light of this, any attempt to 
renationalise this policy must be rejected,

Or. de

Amendment by Oldřich Vlasák

Amendment 16
Recital C

C. having regard to the added value of cohesion policy, particularly in promoting growth of 
employment in regions that are lagging behind, as well as to its contribution to 
strengthening administrative capacity and ensuring decentralised management, although 
opportunities must at the same time be sought for reducing the excessive bureaucracy 
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associated with the administration of cohesion policy; and whereas, in the light of this, 
any attempt to renationalise this policy must be rejected,

Or. cs

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro, Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

Amendment 17
Recital C

C. having regard to the added value of cohesion policy, particularly in promoting growth 
of employment in regions that are lagging behind, as well as to its contribution to 
strengthening administrative capacity and ensuring decentralised management; and 
whereas, in the light of this, any attempt to renationalise this policy, and especially its 
costs, must be rejected,

Or. pt

Amendment by Constanze Angela Krehl

Amendment 18
Recital C

C. having regard to the added value of cohesion policy, particularly in promoting growth 
of employment in regions that are lagging behind, as well as to its contribution to 
strengthening competitiveness; and whereas, in the light of this, any attempt to 
renationalise this policy must be rejected,

Or. de

Amendment by Rolf Berend

Amendment 19
Recital C

C. having regard to the added value of cohesion policy, particularly in promoting growth 
of employment in regions that are lagging behind, as well as to its contribution to 
strengthening competitiveness; and whereas, in the light of this, any attempt to 
renationalise this policy must be rejected,

Or. de
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Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro, Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

Amendment 20
Recital D

D. whereas the new institutional treaty, which was approved by the Heads of State and 
Government on 18 October 2007, enshrines the objective of territorial cohesion among 
the fundamental objectives of the Union and whereas current Treaty obligations 
include reducing disparities between the levels of development of the various 
regions and the backwardness of the least favoured regions or islands, including 
rural areas,

Or. en

Amendment by Constanze Angela Krehl

Amendment 21
Recital D

D. whereas the new institutional treaty, which was approved by the Heads of State and 
Government on 18 October 2007, enshrines the objective of territorial cohesion among 
the fundamental objectives of the Union alongside economic and social cohesion,

Or. de

Amendment by Rolf Berend

Amendment 22
Recital D

D. whereas the new institutional treaty, which was approved by the Heads of State and 
Government on 18 October 2007, enshrines the objective of territorial cohesion among 
the fundamental objectives of the Union alongside economic and social cohesion,

Or. de

Amendment by Jan Olbrycht

Amendment 23
Recital D

D. whereas the new institutional treaty, which was approved by the Heads of State and 
Government on 18 October 2007, enshrines (deletion) territorial cohesion among the 
fundamental objectives of the Union,
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Or. pl

Amendment by Mieczysław Edmund Janowski, Wojciech Roszkowski

Amendment 24
Recital D

D. whereas the new institutional treaty, which was approved by the Heads of State and 
Government on 18 October 2007, enshrines (deletion) territorial cohesion among the 
fundamental objectives of the Union,

Or. pl

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro, Kyriacos Triantaphyllides
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Amendment 25
Recital Da (new)

Da. whereas cohesion policy is aimed at reducing economic and social inequalities 
between the regions of the different Member States, and is one of the EU's key 
objectives;

Or. pt

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro, Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

Amendment 26
Recital Db (new)

Db. whereas a strong and properly financed Community regional policy is a sine qua 
non for dealing with the successive enlargements and attaining social cohesion,

Or. pt

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 27
Recital E

E. whereas the Union's cohesion policy holds together at the core and depends on 
financial solidarity within the EU; whereas the anticipated new territorial challenges, 
such as demographic change, urban concentration, migratory movements, adjustment 
to globalisation, climate change and energy supply can be dealt with only if the great 
significance of cohesion policy for cohesion is recognised in future too and each 
Member State and region commits itself to financial solidarity with disadvantaged 
regions and urban areas, 

Or. de

Amendment by Gábor Harangozó

Amendment 28
Recital E

E. whereas the cohesion policy budget was created to strengthen economic and social 
cohesion within the Union but is too small to deal with the anticipated new (deletion)
challenges having territorial impact, such as demographic change, segregation, urban 
concentration, migratory movements, adjustment to globalisation, climate change, 
energy security and energy supply, and the slow catch-up process of rural areas;
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Or. en

Amendment by Markus Pieper

Amendment 29
Recital E

E. whereas an appropriate financial allocation for cohesion policy should be 
guaranteed in order to deal with the anticipated new territorial challenges, such as 
demographic change, urban concentration, migratory movements, adjustment to 
globalisation, climate change and energy supply,

Or. de

Amendment by Constanze Angela Krehl

Amendment 30
Recital E

E. whereas sufficient financial resources for cohesion policy must be guaranteed in 
order to deal with the anticipated new (deletion) challenges, such as demographic 
change, urban concentration, migratory movements, adjustment to globalisation, 
climate change and energy supply,

Or. de

Amendment by Rolf Berend

Amendment 31
Recital E

E. whereas sufficient financial resources must be guaranteed in order to deal with the 
anticipated new (deletion) challenges, such as demographic change, urban 
concentration, migratory movements, adjustment to globalisation, climate change and 
energy supply,

Or. de
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Amendment by Markus Pieper

Amendment 32
Recital E

E. whereas the cohesion policy budget is too small to deal with the anticipated new 
territorial challenges, such as the enlargement and neighbourhood policy,
demographic change, urban concentration, migratory movements, which are 
particularly problematic for rural and outlying areas, adjustment to globalisation, 
climate change and energy supply,

Or. de

Amendment by Lidia Joanna Geringer de Oedenberg, Evgeni Kirilov

Amendment 33
Recital E

E. whereas the cohesion policy budget is too small to deal with the anticipated new 
(deletion) challenges, such as demographic change, urban concentration, migratory 
movements, adjustment to globalisation, climate change and energy supply,

Or. pl

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro, Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

Amendment 34
Recital Ea (new)

Ea.. whereas cohesion policy should not be seen as a mere instrument for achieving the 
objectives of other sectoral policy, since it is a Community policy characterised by 
considerable value added and with its specific raison d´être, namely: cohesion,

Or. pt

Amendment by Lidia Joanna Geringer de Oedenberg

Amendment 35
Paragraph 1

1. Welcomes this report, which is more detailed than previous ones, is based on diverse
indicators and gives useful comparative data for other countries such as the United 
States, Japan, China and India;
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Or. pl

Amendment by Filiz Hakaeva Hyusmenova

Amendment 36
Paragraph 1

1. Welcomes this report, which is more detailed than previous ones, contains a variety of 
indicators and gives useful comparative data for other countries such as the United 
States, Japan, China and India, reflecting the international context in which EU 
economies operate;

Or. en

Amendment by Mieczysław Edmund Janowski, Wojciech Roszkowski

Amendment 37
Paragraph 1

1. Does not affect English version.

Or. pl

Amendment by Jan Olbrycht

Amendment 38
Paragraph 2

2. Regrets, nevertheless, the lack of cross-data, which would give a better insight into the 
sustainability of growth and convergence; calls, therefore, for better statistical tools –
for example, indicators other than per-capita GDP – which would allow the degree 
of economic, social and territorial cohesion on the ground to be measured more 
accurately, and takes the view that in order to achieve this, ESPON’s capacity will 
have to be increased;

Or. pl
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Amendment by Gábor Harangozó

Amendment 39
Paragraph 2

2. Regrets, nevertheless, the lack of cross-data and comparable data from different 
NUTS levels, especially at micro-regional level, which would give a wider and in-
depth insight into the sustainability of growth and convergence; calls, therefore, for 
better statistical tools which would allow the degree of cohesion on the ground to be 
measured more accurately, and takes the view that in order to achieve this, ESPON’s 
capacity will have to be increased;

Or. en

Amendment by Jean Marie Beaupuy

Amendment 40
Paragraph 2

2. Regrets, nevertheless, the lack of cross-data, which would give a better insight into the 
sustainability of growth and convergence; calls, therefore, for better statistical tools 
which would allow the part played by local measures in EU cohesion policy to be 
measured more accurately, and takes the view that in order to achieve this, ESPON’s 
capacity will have to be increased;

Or. fr

Amendment by Stavros Arnaoutakis

Amendment 41
Paragraph 2

2. Regrets, nevertheless, the lack of cross-data, which would give a better insight into the 
sustainability of growth and convergence; calls, therefore, for better statistical tools 
which would allow the degree of economic, social and territorial cohesion on the 
ground to be measured more accurately, and takes the view that in order to achieve 
this, ESPON’s capacity will have to be increased;

Or. el
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Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro, Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

Amendment 42
Paragraph 2a (new)

2a. Adds that Community regional policy is a vital instrument for advancing economic 
and social cohesion, enabling the Union to undertake measures to reduce regional 
inequalities, promote real convergence and stimulate growth and employment, also 
serving to redistribute and offset the costs of the single market and EMU for the less 
developed regions;

Or. pt

Amendment by Markus Pieper

Amendment 43
Paragraph 2 a (new)

2a. Welcomes the transparency initiative launched by the Commission, which will 
disclose the recipients of structural funding from 2007 onwards, and calls for a 
fundamental analysis of the European added value of the structural instruments on 
the basis of these new data;

Or. de

Amendment by Markus Pieper

Amendment 44
Paragraph 2 b (new)

2b. Calls for a fundamental assessment of support instruments (infrastructure, skills, 
environment, research, support for firms, etc.) with regard to their impact in terms 
of  cohesion and growth;

Or. de

Amendment by Markus Pieper

Amendment 45
Paragraph 2 c (new)

2c. Points to the problems encountered in connection with the take-up of structural 
appropriations, which stands at an average of 75% in the ten 'old' Member States in 
2007 and at 57% in the ten 'new' Member States, and calls for measures to improve 
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the take-up of appropriations;

Or. de

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro, Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

Amendment 46
Paragraph 3

3. Welcomes the fact that the Member States formerly known as the 'cohesion states'
have caught up remarkably, recording, in some cases, impressive growth rates during 
the period 2000-2006,

Or. pt

Amendment by Oldřich Vlasák

Amendment 47
Paragraph 3 a (new)

3a. Notes that it is too early for the results of cohesion policy in the new Member States 
to be assessed, hence the effectiveness of that policy must be systemically assessed to 
a greater extent; 

Or. cs

Amendment by Samuli Pohjamo

Amendment 48
Paragraph 3 a (new)

3a. Points out that red tape, slow, complicated procedures, and administrative punctilio 
undermine the effectiveness of regional and cohesion policy, and calls for reforms 
to be continued with a view to simplifying procedures and orienting them more 
clearly towards results;

Or. fi
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Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro, Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

Amendment 49
Paragraph 3a (new)

3a. Stresses that EU cohesion policy has, up to the present, made a real contribution to 
the development of the former cohesion states (Ireland, Greece, Portugal and 
Spain), although certain regions remain relatively underdeveloped and others are in 
process of diverging from EU levels,

Or. pt

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro, Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

Amendment 50
Paragraph 3b (new)

3b. Stresses that EU cohesion policy has, up to the present, made a real contribution to 
the development of the former cohesion states (Ireland, Greece, Portugal and 
Spain), although certain regions remain relatively underdeveloped and others are in 
process of diverging from EU levels,

Or. pt

Amendment by Lidia Joanna Geringer de Oedenberg, Evgeni Kirilov

Amendment 51
Paragraph 4

4. Welcomes the high growth rates recorded in the new Member States but notes that 
their economic convergence is to be expected only in the medium or long term and 
that it will be a long process because of the very low GDP per capita starting point 
in some of these countries,

Or. en

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro, Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

Amendment 52
Paragraph 4

4. Welcomes the high growth rates recorded in the new Member States but notes that 
their social and economic convergence is to be expected only in the medium or long 
term;
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Or. pt

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 53
Paragraph 4 a (new)

4a. Notes that economic growth does not have lasting effects everywhere and in the 
majority of cases it has scarcely any positive impact as regards reducing 
unemployment;

Or. de

Amendment by Nikolaos Vakalis and Emmanouil Angelakas

Amendment 54
Paragraph 4 a (new)

4a. Welcomes the reaffirmation by the Commission of the important role played by 
cohesion policy in strengthening the ability of all EU Member States to develop 
harmoniously and create new and viable jobs, as evidenced by the excellent results 
of cohesion policy in many Objective 2 regions;

Or. el

Amendment by Nikolaos Vakalis and Emmanouil Angelakas

Amendment 55
Paragraph 4 b (new)

4b. Is very alarmed at the fact that a large percentage of the population of the EU is 
threatened by poverty - estimated by the Commission at 75 million people;

Or. el

Amendment by Filiz Hakaeva Hyusmenova

Amendment 56
Paragraph 5

5. Is concerned that the convergence among countries may mask the widening gaps 
between regions; considers that it is appropriate to foster transnational and cross-
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border cooperation in order to overcome the widening of regional and infraregional 
disparities, whether in terms of employment, productivity, income, education levels or 
innovation capacity.

Or. bg

Amendment by Nikolaos Vakalis and Emmanouil Angelakas

Amendment 57
Paragraph 5

5. Is concerned that the convergence among countries may mask the widening gaps 
between regions and between areas within the same region; notes that this widening 
of regional and infraregional disparities can be observed in a number of areas, whether 
in terms of employment, productivity, income, education levels or innovation 
capacity;

Or. el

Amendment by Mieczysław Edmund Janowski, Wojciech Roszkowski

Amendment 58
Paragraph 5

5. Is concerned that the convergence among countries may mask the widening gaps 
between regions and within individual regions; notes that this widening of regional 
and infraregional disparities can be observed in a number of areas, whether in terms of 
employment, productivity, income, education levels or innovation capacity;

Or. pl

Amendment by Jan Olbrycht

Amendment 59
Paragraph 5

5. Is concerned that the convergence among countries may mask the widening gaps 
between regions; notes that this widening of regional and local disparities can be 
observed in a number of areas, whether in terms of employment, productivity, income, 
education levels or innovation capacity;

Or. pl
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Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro, Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

Amendment 60
Paragraph 5a (new)

5a. Stresses, however, that despite the progress made in convergence across the EU, 
disparities in absolute terms remain high, as do the variations in prosperity levels 
between Member States, with some tending to diverege; 

Or. pt

Amendment by Marian Harkin

Amendment 61
Paragraph 6

6. Points out, for example, that the competitiveness of the regions depends to a great 
extent on the productivity and level of qualification of the work force, which varies 
significantly more among regions than among Member States; notes furthermore that 
institutional factors are increasingly seen as key elements in competitiveness, such 
factors including the endowment of social capital in the form of business culture 
and shared norms of behaviour which facilitate co-operation and enterprise and 
also the efficiency of public administration;

Or. en

Amendment by Stavros Arnaoutakis

Amendment 62
Paragraph 6

6. Points out, for example, that the competitiveness of the regions depends to a great 
extent on the productivity, the accessibility of markets and level of qualification of the 
work force, which varies significantly more among regions than among Member 
States; 

Or. el
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Amendment by Jean Marie Beaupuy

Amendment 63
Paragraph 6 a (new)

6a. Regrets, however, that the fourth report's statistical data and analyses are too 
general to provide detailed information on the role played by the various categories 
of undertakings; calls on the Commission to provide a quantified analysis of the 
contribution of SMEs, micro-undertakings and craft industries to cohesion and the 
development of the areas concerned; stresses the need to improve indicators to 
enable the role of such undertakings to be duly taken into account;

Or. fr

Amendment by Gábor Harangozó

Amendment 64
Paragraph 7

7. Notes in this connection that some developed and even some less developed regions
are beginning to experience multiple and very complex problems having strong 
territorial impact in terms of development potential such as: weak growth rates, 
falling productivity and employment, and ageing populations;

Or. en

Amendment by Mieczysław Edmund Janowski, Wojciech Roszkowski

Amendment 65
Paragraph 7

7. Notes in this connection that some developed regions are beginning to experience 
multiple problems: low per-capita GDP growth rates, falling productivity and 
employment, and ageing populations,

Or. pl

Amendment by Jan Olbrycht

Amendment 66
Paragraph 7

7. Notes in this connection that some developed regions are beginning to experience 
multiple problems: low economic growth rates, falling productivity and employment, 
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and ageing populations,

Or. pl

Amendment by Lidia Joanna Geringer de Oedenberg, Evgeni Kirilov

Amendment 67
Paragraph 8

deleted

Or. en

Amendment by Oldřich Vlasák

Amendment 68
Paragraph 8

8. Notes that, while high growth rates have enabled certain EU countries to reach full 
employment and increase their per-capita GDP, in other countries the differences 
between individual social groups have widened, hence it must not be forgotten that 
the most vulnerable sections of the population require social integration;

Or. cs

Amendment by Bairbre de Brún

Amendment 69
Paragraph 8

8. Notes that, while high growth rates have enabled Ireland to reach full employment and 
the second-highest per-capita GDP in the Union, one inhabitant in five is threatened 
by poverty there and regional development there has occurred in a very unbalanced 
manner, which raises questions about sustainability of development and quality of 
employment;.

Or. en
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Amendment by Filiz Hakaeva Hyusmenova

Amendment 70
Paragraph 9

9. Points to weak convergence in terms of education levels, and a genuine educational 
gap, between the Union and the United States, where 29% of people aged between 25 
and 64 have a university degree, as opposed to barely 16% in the Union; notes, 
however, that the proportion of women with higher-education qualifications is rising 
faster than that of men; notes that the education levels of national minorities are still 
unsatisfactory, which limits their employment opportunities and implies the need to 
use actively the EU instruments for the promotion of lifelong learning.

Or. bg

Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez

Amendment 71
Paragraph 9

9. Points to weak convergence in terms of education levels, and to the low percentage of 
people aged between 25 and 64 having a university degree (16%) in the Union; notes, 
however, that the proportion of women with higher-education qualifications is rising 
faster than that of men;

Or. es

Amendment by Mieczysław Edmund Janowski, Wojciech Roszkowski

Amendment 72
Paragraph 9

9. Does not affect English version.

Or. pl

Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez

Amendment 73
Paragraph 9a (new)

9a. Stresses the importance of integrating gender mainstreaming, equal opportunities 
and the special needs of persons with disabilities and senior citizens into cohesion 
policy and all EU-funded projects; 
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Or. es

Amendment by Grażyna Staniszewska

Amendment 74
Paragraph 10 (new)

10. Draws attention to the detrimental impact that the concentration of investment and 
economic activity in national and regional capitals has on other areas;

Or. pl

Amendment by Jan Olbrycht

Amendment 75
Paragraph 10

10. Emphasises the effect of polarisation in the regions around capital cities (deletion), 
which on average generated 32% of their countries’ GDP, while representing 22% of 
the population; notes that (deletion) this polarisation can give rise to great disparities 
among unemployment rates in city centres;

Or. pl

Amendment by Gábor Harangozó

Amendment 76
Paragraph 11

11. Notes that this acceleration in urbanisation is creating demographic, economic, social 
and environmental imbalances within a restricted area and leading to suburbanisation 
and the depopulation of rural areas; therefore calls on the Commission to present 
concrete proposals for addressing the increasing economic, social and territorial 
imbalances consequential upon the rural exodus;

Or. en



PE398.371v02-00 24/65 AM\701047EN.doc

EN

Amendment by Jan Olbrycht

Amendment 77
Paragraph 11

11. Notes that uncontrolled urbanisation can create demographic, economic, social and 
environmental imbalances within a restricted area and lead to suburbanisation and the 
depopulation of rural areas;

Or. pl

Amendment by Mieczysław Edmund Janowski, Wojciech Roszkowski

Amendment 78
Paragraph 11

11. Notes that, when conducted in the wrong way, urbanisation creates demographic, 
economic, social and environmental imbalances within a restricted area and leads to 
suburbanisation and the depopulation of rural areas;

Or. pl

Amendment by Jean Marie Beaupuy

Amendment 79
Paragraph 11

11. Notes that this acceleration in urbanisation is creating demographic, economic, social 
and environmental imbalances within a restricted area and leading to suburbanisation 
and the depopulation of rural areas that are far from towns;

Or. fr

Amendment by Oldřich Vlasák

Amendment 80
Paragraph 11

11. Notes that this acceleration in urbanisation is creating demographic, economic, security, 
transport, social and environmental imbalances within a restricted area and leading to 
suburbanisation and the depopulation of rural areas;

Or. cs
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Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 81
Paragraph 12

12. Points to regional disparities which have emerged between regions of immigration 
and emigration, and points out that regions of emigration face enormous adaptation 
problems and their positive opportunities for development will decline unless they 
are supported in their efforts to reverse this trend; does not see accessibility and 
links between centres and peripheral areas as the only possible solution, but instead 
highlights measures to boost the regional potential, attractiveness and sustainable 
development of these regions; 

Or. de

Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 82
Paragraph 12

12. Points to regional disparities in terms of accessibility and links between centres and 
peripheral areas, which is the result of insufficient investment in transport and failure 
to diversify potential transport links, particularly affecting the most remote regions, 
which, thanks to their distance from the European mainland and small size, have to 
face substantial obstacles in terms of accessibility;

Or. pt

Amendment by Nikolaos Vakalis and Emmanouil Angelakas

Amendment 83
Paragraph 12

12. Points to regional disparities in terms of accessibility and links between centres and 
peripheral areas in particular of inaccessible mountainous and island regions, which 
are the result of shortcomings in transport and a failure to diversify potential transport 
links;

Or. el
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Amendment by Stavros Arnaoutakis

Amendment 84
Paragraph 12

12. Points to regional disparities in terms of accessibility and links between centres and 
peripheral areas, which is the result of geographical peculiarities and disadvantages and 
insufficient investment in transport and failure to diversify potential transport links;

Or. el

Amendment by Jan Olbrycht

Amendment 85
Paragraph 12

12. Does not affect English version.

Or. pl

Amendment by Rumiana Jeleva

Amendment 86
Paragraph 12

12. Points to regional disparities in terms of accessibility and links between centres and 
peripheral areas, which is the result of insufficient investment in transport and 
infrastructure, and failure to diversify potential transport links;

Or. en

Amendment by Jean Marie Beaupuy

Amendment 87
Paragraph 12

(Does not affect English version)

Or. fr
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Amendment by Nikolaos Vakalis, Emmanouil Angelakas

Amendment 88
Paragraph 12 a (new)

12a. Expresses its great surprise at the Commission's statement in the report that 
"insularity does not seem to constitute in itself a major obstacle to development" 
and notes the strong disappointment of the people of island regions with that 
statement, for the reason that they are confronted on a daily basis with the negative 
impacts and difficulties of insularity,

Or. en

Amendment by Rumiana Jeleva

Amendment 89
Paragraph 13 (new)

13. Calls on the regions to modernise and diversify their economic structure into high 
added-value sectors by creating the conditions for businesses and particular SMEs 
to adopt and adapt innovative products and processes; furthermore highlights the 
supportive role that the innovative financial instruments JEREMIE and JESSICA 
play in this regard;

Or. en

Amendment by Gábor Harangozó

Amendment 90
Paragraph 13 (new)

13. Recalls that the main objective of cohesion policy is convergence and that therefore 
all regions throughout the Union should enjoy the same development opportunities 
despite their different development potential; notes in this connection that the focus 
of cohesion policy should remain on the less developed regions;

Or. en

Amendment by Riitta Myller

Amendment 91
Paragraph 13

13. Points to the enormous differences in sums invested in research and development, and 
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notes great regional disparities in terms of innovation, which in the fourth report are 
measured by a useful indicator of regional performance in terms of innovation; points 
out that EU cohesion policy and research policy need to be coordinated so as to 
enhance the regional knowledge base and capacity for innovation;

Or. fi

Amendment by Grażyna Staniszewska

Amendment 92
Paragraph 13

13. Points to the enormous differences between countries in terms of the sums invested in 
research and development, and notes great regional disparities in terms of innovation, 
which in the fourth report are measured by a useful indicator of regional performance 
in terms of innovation;

Or. pl

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro, Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

Amendment 93
Paragraph 13a (new)

13a. Is concerned at the failure of EU aid to certain regions to be high enough to offset 
the adverse effects of the single market, EMU and the liberalisation of world trade;

Or. pt

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro, Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

Amendment 94
Paragraph 13b (new)

13b. Calls on the Commission to undertake a detailed analysis of the effects on cohesion 
and convergence policy of the Stability and Growth Pact, the euro and the 
liberalisation of the internal and international markets;

Or. pt
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Amendment by Gábor Harangozó

Amendment 95
Paragraph 14

14. Shares the opinion of the Commission on the leverage effect of cohesion policy vis-à-
vis the Lisbon Strategy through the directing of public investments towards projects 
that  favour the creation of a more dynamic, growth-generating, innovation-
stimulating economic fabric based on synergy created by more efficient 
harmonisation of policies and programmes;

Or. en

Amendment by Jean Marie Beaupuy, Samuli Pohjamo

Amendment 96
Paragraph 14 a (new)

14 a. Regrets that the innovation potential of small, micro and craft businesses has not 
been adequately taken into account in implementing cohesion policy, despite 
earmarking; therefore calls for the implementation of an active policy to support all 
forms of innovation in these enterprises and also invites the Commission to create 
possibilities for mutual co-operation between businesses, the public sector, schools 
and universities to create regional innovation clusters, in the spirit of the Lisbon 
strategy;

Or. en

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 97
Paragraph 14 a (new)

14 a Welcomes the Commission's clear commitment to ensuring equality of opportunity 
through its regional policy, as stated in the 4th Cohesion Report; expects the 
Commission not to contradict this aim in its assessment of the regions' contribution 
achieving the objectives of the Lisbon Agenda; 

Or. en
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Amendment by Markus Pieper

Amendment 98
Paragraph 14 a (new)

14a. Points out that the leverage effect of structural support can be increased  through 
the use of loan financing, private co-financing and higher national participation 
rates;

Or. de

Amendment by Grażyna Staniszewska

Amendment 99
Paragraph 14 a (new)

14a. Calls, given the meagreness of public development funding, for the swift 
introduction of transparent rules and standard solutions for public-private 
partnerships that will enable regions to bring private capital to bear in pursuit of 
public objectives;

Or. pl

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro, Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

Amendment 100
Paragraph 14 a (new)

14a Points out that policies centred solely on competitiveness will continue to 
exacerbate regional and social disparities, especially in the convergence regions.

Or. en

Amendment by Jan Olbrycht

Amendment 101
Paragraph 15

15. Notes, with reference to the period 2007-2013, that the system of earmarking 
appropriations will direct 64% of Objective 1 (Convergence) resources and 80% of 
Objective 2 (Regional competitiveness and employment) resources towards 
innovation, representing 55 billion euros more than in the previous period;

Or. pl
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Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij

Amendment 102
Paragraph 16

16. Calls for the Lisbon Strategy to be broadened to include the territorial dimension, 
allowing characteristics specific to the regions to be taken into account, while 
encouraging transeuropean synergies and the creation of innovative groupings of 
activities; recommends an integral approach to achieving the three objectives of 
cohesion policy: convergence, competition and interregional cooperation.

Or. en

Amendment by Bernadette Bourzai

Amendment 103
Paragraph 16

16 Calls for the Lisbon Strategy to be broadened to include the territorial dimension, 
allowing characteristics specific to the areas to be taken into account and encouraging 
transeuropean synergies and cooperation, with special support for the different forms 
and types of innovative (deletion) activities such as the creation of clusters;

Or. fr

Amendment by Mieczysław Edmund Janowski, Wojciech Roszkowski

Amendment 104
Paragraph 16

16. Calls for the Lisbon Strategy to be broadened to include the territorial dimension, 
allowing characteristics specific to the regions to be taken into account, while 
encouraging transeuropean synergies and the implementation of broad-based 
innovative (deletion) activities;

Or. pl
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Amendment by Jan Olbrycht

Amendment 105
Paragraph 16

16. Does not affect English version.

Or. pl

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij

Amendment 106
Paragraph 16 a (new)

16a Welcomes the Member States' agreement to present at the end of 2009 and 2012 
reports containing information on the contribution of the programmes co-financed 
by the funds towards implementing the objectives of cohesion policy as established
by the Treaty and further detailed in the Community Strategic Guidelines which 
reflect the priorities set by the renewed Lisbon strategy and specified in the priorities 
set by the national strategic reference framework; also looks forward to the 
publication in 2008 by the Commission of the Fifth Progress Report on Cohesion 
which will concentrate on the relation between cohesion policy and the Lisbon 
Strategy's growth and employment priorities for all regions ;

Or. en

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro, Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

Amendment 107
Paragraph 16a (new)

16a. Stresses that cohesion policy must not be considered a financial instrument of the 
'Lisbon strategy', since if so the objectives of that policy will be jeopardised;

Or. pt

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro, Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

Amendment 108
Paragraph 16b (new)

16b. Believes that subordinating cohesion policy to the objectives of the 'Lisbon strategy' 
could have adverse effects on economic and social cohesion by overemphasising 
competitiveness, deregulation, adaptability and the business mentality to the 
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detriment of cohesion and convergence;

Or. pt

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro, Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

Amendment 109
Paragraph 16c (new)

16c. Warns that, while cohesion spending needs to be utilised for purposes of lasting 
development (economic, social, environmental and territorial), competitiveness must 
not be allowed to replace convergence in those Member States and regions which 
are lagging behind;

Or. pt

Amendment by Marian Harkin

Amendment 110
Paragraph 17 (new)

17. Calls for a long term strategy which addresses simultaneously the many aspects of 
the problem of a lack of competitiveness and attempts to build up the social capital 
of a region − its business culture, administrative structure and institutional 
relationships in parallel with its physical infrastructure, the skills of its workforce 
and its produce base.

Or. en

Amendment by Jan Olbrycht

Amendment 111
Paragraph 17 a (new)

17. Stresses, at the same time, that the scope of cohesion policy cannot be confined to 
meeting the Lisbon Strategy objectives; takes the view that achieving territorial 
cohesion by means of action under the convergence objective is a precondition for 
the long-term competitiveness of regions; considers, therefore, that Objective 1 
(Convergence) and Objective 2 (Regional competitiveness and employment) should 
be treated as complementary in the future;

Or. pl
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Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro, Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

Amendment 112
Paragraph 17a (new)

17a. Considers that, in order to avoid incentives to the relocation of firms within the EU, 
public aid granted under the Structural Funds must be conditional on the 
conclusion of long-term contracts with enterprises covering location, duration and 
employment; 

Or. pt

Amendment by Lidia Joanna Geringer de Oedenberg, Evgeni Kirilov

Amendment 113
Title between Paragraph 17 and Paragraph 18

Economic, social and territorial cohesion: towards an integrated approach

Or. en

Amendment by Constanze Angela Krehl

Amendment 114
Title between paragraph 17 and paragraph 18

(deletion) Cohesion: towards an integrated approach

Or. de

Amendment by Rolf Berend

Amendment 115
Title between paragraph 17 and paragraph 18

(deletion) Cohesion policy: towards an integrated approach

Or. de
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Amendment by Rolf Berend

Amendment 116
Paragraph 18

18. Recalls that, with the entry into force of the Lisbon Reform Treaties, the cohesion 
policy comprises the three objectives of economic, social and territorial cohesion, 
which go beyond the Lisbon Strategy, and it should continue to play an important 
role in overcoming delayed development and boosting competitiveness and 
employment in the enlarged EU in the future, and recalls that future cohesion 
policy must be guided even more strongly by the consistent application of the 
principles of subsidiarity and proportionality;

Or. de

Amendment by Constanze Angela Krehl

Amendment 117
Paragraph 18 (new) 

18. Recalls that, with the entry into force of the Lisbon Reform Treaties, the cohesion 
policy comprises the three objectives of economic, social and territorial cohesion, 
which go beyond the Lisbon Strategy, and it should continue to play an important 
role in overcoming delayed development and boosting competitiveness and 
employment in the enlarged EU in the future. Future cohesion policy must be 
guided even more strongly by the consistent application of the principles of 
subsidiarity and proportionality;

Or. de

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij

Amendment 118
Paragraph 18

18. Recalls that, although cohesion policy is an integral part of Europe's growth and 
employment strategy, it has its own objective (deletion) which goes beyond the 
Lisbon Strategy and (deletion) earmarking of appropriations;

Or. en
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Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez

Amendment 119
Paragraph 18

18. Recalls that the cohesion policy has its own objective of territorial cohesion, which 
goes beyond the Lisbon Strategy and cannot favour already dynamic regions, which 
would happen if there were strict earmarking of appropriations;

Or. es

Amendment by Jan Olbrycht

Amendment 120
Paragraph 18

18. Stresses, therefore, that the cohesion policy (deletion) cannot favour already dynamic 
regions, as would result from strict earmarking of appropriations;

Or. pl

Amendment by Lidia Joanna Geringer de Oedenberg, Evgeni Kirilov

Amendment 121
Paragraph 18

18. Recalls that the cohesion policy has its own objective of economic, social and
territorial cohesion, which goes beyond the Lisbon Strategy and cannot favour already 
dynamic regions, as would result from strict earmarking of appropriations;

Or. en

Amendment by Jean Marie Beaupuy

Amendment 122
Paragraph 19

19. Stresses in this spirit the importance of partnership and the implementation of 
genuinely multi-level governance that involves every level – national, regional, local 
and Community – in defining and implementing regional development objectives, 
ensuring that the scope of action priorities defined at European level is not 
narrowed down when they are implemented at national, regional or local level
(‘bottom-up approach’); calls on the Commission, in this connection, to provide the 
actors concerned with the practical resources, particularly in terms of methodology,
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to develop coherent action together;

Or. fr

Amendment by Rolf Berend

Amendment 123
Paragraph 19

19. Stresses in this spirit the importance of partnership and the implementation of 
genuinely multi-level governance that involves every level – national, local and 
Community – in defining and implementing regional development objectives 
(‘bottom-up approach’), and takes the view that, in the spirit of a genuine and equal 
partnership between the Commission and the regions, the implementation of the 
cohesion policy should in future be marked by greater regional responsibility and 
expanded regional margins for manoeuvre;

Or. de

Amendment by Constanze Angela Krehl

Amendment 124
Paragraph 19

19. Stresses in this spirit the importance of partnership and the implementation of 
genuinely multi-level governance that involves every level – national, local and 
Community – in defining and implementing regional development objectives 
(‘bottom-up approach’); in the spirit of a genuine and equal partnership between the 
Commission and the regions, the implementation of the cohesion policy should in 
future be marked by greater regional responsibility and expanded regional margins 
for manoeuvre;

Or. de

Amendment by Gábor Harangozó

Amendment 125
Paragraph 19

19. Stresses in this spirit the importance of the exchange of experience and best 
practices, administrative capacity-building, the development of real partnership 
between all levels and the implementation of genuinely multi-level governance that 
involves every level –national, regional, local and Community- in defining and 
implementing regional development objectives (’bottom-up approach’);
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Or. en

Amendment by Grażyna Staniszewska

Amendment 126
Paragraph 19

19. Stresses in this spirit the importance of partnership and the implementation of 
genuinely multi-level governance that involves every level – national, local and
Community – in defining and implementing regional development objectives 
(‘bottom-up approach’) and consultations with the social partners;

Or. pl

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 127
Paragraph 19

19. Stresses in this spirit the importance of partnership and the implementation of 
genuinely multi-level governance that involves every level – national, regional, local 
and Community – in defining and implementing regional development objectives 
(‘bottom-up approach’);

Or. en

Amendment by Jan Olbrycht

Amendment 128
Paragraph 19

19. Stresses in this spirit the importance of partnership and the implementation of 
genuinely multi-level governance that involves every level – national, regional, local 
and Community – in defining and implementing regional development objectives 
(‘bottom-up approach’);

Or. pl
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Amendment by Jean Marie Beaupuy

Amendment 129
Paragraph 19 a (new)

19a. Stresses also the need to set up effective partnerships at European, national and 
local level with all economic and social partners with a view to devising and 
implementing  the cohesion policy in order to identify their real needs, define 
appropriate territorial objectives and develop synergies between all public policies 
contributing to local development; calls for the structural funds to be adjusted in 
order to strengthen the economic and social partners' capacity to perform their role 
effectively;

Or. fr

Amendment by Rolf Berend

Amendment 130
Paragraph 20

20. Proposes that priority be given to policies that serve a genuinely polycentric 
development of territories, such that the pressures on capital cities are lessened and 
the emergence of secondary poles encouraged; support for rural areas and the 
important role played by small and medium-sized towns located in rural areas 
should not be overlooked in this connection;

Or. de

Amendment by Grażyna Staniszewska

Amendment 131
Paragraph 20

20. Proposes that an effective means of spreading investment evenly be formulated and 
that priority be given to policies that serve a genuinely polycentric development of 
territories, such that the pressures on national and regional capital cities are lessened 
and the emergence of secondary poles encouraged;

Or. pl
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Amendment by Nikolaos Vakalis and Emmanouil Angelakas

Amendment 132
Paragraph 20 a (new)

20a. Calls also for practical steps to be taken to reduce the disparities between 
territorially accessible regions and regions with territorial disadvantages, namely 
mountain, island and border regions, while recognising the disadvantaged position 
of the latter and taking special measures to assist  them, as has occurred in the case 
of the outermost EU regions;

Or. el

Amendment by Bernadette Bourzai

Amendment 133
Paragraph 20 a (new)

20a. Recommends that greater account be taken of the importance of farming activity in 
the EU's economic, social and territorial cohesion;

Or. fr

Amendment by Elspeth Attwooll

Amendment 134
Paragraph 21

21. Recommends better interlinking of urban and rural issues but believes that the 
specificities of different areas still need to be taken into account; considers in this 
context that an increase in compulsory modulation will improve the level of funding 
for rural development but that historical imbalances in this regard need to be 
addressed;

Or. en

Amendment by Gábor Harangozó

Amendment 135
Paragraph 21

21. Recommends better interlinking of urban and rural issues; wonders in this connection 
about the usefulness of a separate approach to cohesion and rural development (via 
FEADER); expresses concern at the use of the mechanisms of compulsory
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modulation since that will not be enough to solve all rural development problems 
and might work to the disadvantage of the poorest countries;

Or. en

Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez

Amendment 136
Paragraph 21

21. Recommends better interlinking of urban and rural issues; wonders in this connection 
about the usefulness of a separate approach to cohesion and rural development (via 
FEADER); calls for an exhaustive study of the advantages and disadvantages of 
increasing funding for rural development by the mechanisms of optional modulation;

Or. es

Amendment by Jan Olbrycht

Amendment 137
Paragraph 21

21. Recommends better interlinking of urban and rural issues; stresses that the 
development of rural areas should be coordinated with regional policy activities; 
wonders in this connection about the usefulness of a separate approach to cohesion 
and rural development (via FEADER); welcomes, also, the fact that funds intended for 
rural development can be increased by the mechanisms of optional modulation;

Or. pl

Amendment by Bernadette Bourzai

Amendment 138
Paragraph 21

21. Recommends better interlinking of urban and rural issues and consistent proper 
gearing of urban policy to the characteristics of surrounding rural areas (rurban, 
extra-urban and remote rural); wonders in this connection about the usefulness of a 
separate approach to cohesion and rural development (via FEADER); welcomes, also, 
the fact that funds intended for rural development can be increased by the mechanisms 
of compulsory modulation;

Or. fr
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Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro, Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

Amendment 139
Paragraph 21

21. Recommends better interlinking of urban and rural issues; wonders in this connection 
about the usefulness of a separate approach to cohesion and rural development (via 
FEADER); welcomes, also, the fact that funds intended for rural development can be 
increased by the mechanisms of optional modulation; expresses its extreme 
disappointment at the fact that the EARDF budget is EUR 20 billion less than 
proposed by the Commission;

Or. en

Amendment by Bernadette Bourzai

Amendment 140
Paragraph 21 a (new)

21a. Welcomes the new importance given to rural areas and disadvantaged regions in the 
Lisbon Treaty; notes, however, that FEADER is not always accessible to all the 
players involved in rural development; considers that an independent special rural 
areas policy should be set up for the benefit of all the economic and social players 
concerned, aimed at supporting their maintenance and development, as well as 
services of general interest;

Or. fr

Amendment by Filiz Hakaeva Hyusmenova

Amendment 141
Paragraph 21 a (new)

21a Stresses that, regarding territorial cohesion and the urban-rural relations, the 
regional policy could provide more targeted incentives to foster different models of 
lasting public-private partnership specifically at the rural-urban interface; given the 
fact that there is a need for more complementarity between the different Structural 
Funds and the rural development instruments, this development should be an 
integral part of coherent cohesion policy, placing economic diversification and 
quality of life at its core;

Or. en
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Amendment by Jean Marie Beaupuy

Amendment 142
Paragraph 21 a (new)

21a. Recommends that the Commission show greater vigilance vis-à-vis the way in which 
Community instruments are implemented in order to avoid any risk of excluding 
players involved in local development and cohesion, in the context of existing 
policies or policies currently being developed, such as urban policy;

Or. fr

Amendment by Margie Sudre

Amendment 143
Paragraph 21 a (new)

21a. Reaffirms its attachment to taking account of the specific handicaps of the 
outermost regions; notes with interest that the Commission has launched a wide-
ranging inter-partner debate on the future of the EU's strategy on the outermost 
regions, and will be making its contribution to this process;

Or. fr

Amendment by Grażyna Staniszewska

Amendment 144
Paragraph 21 a (new)

21a. Calls for the ongoing exchange of information among regions to be stepped up, for 
example via a dedicated Internet portal in all the EU languages;

Or. pl

Amendment by Rolf Berend

Amendment 145
Paragraph 22 (new)

22. Takes the view that the added value of the European cohesion policy is shown in its 
support for growth and employment in regions that are lagging behind, the boost for 
regional competitiveness and employment and territorial cooperation, but also in 
many aspects linked to the local participation of regional players and their 
cooperation across Europe;
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Or. de

Amendment by Constanze Angela Krehl

Amendment 146
Paragraph 22

deleted

Or. de

Amendment by Jean Marie Beaupuy

Amendment 147
Paragraph 22

22. Warns against the danger of sectorisation of policies and encourages the development 
of an integrated approach that identifies the synergies that are possible between 
sectoral policies such as transport, agriculture, the environment and energy on the one 
hand, and these policies and cohesion policy on the other,

Or. fr

Amendment by Stavros Arnaoutakis

Amendment 148
Paragraph 22

22. Warns against the danger of sectorisation of policies and encourages the development 
of an integrated approach that identifies the synergies that are possible between major 
domains such as transport, agriculture, the environment and energy, research and 
technology, etc.;

Or. el

Amendment by Mieczysław Edmund Janowski, Wojciech Roszkowski

Amendment 149
Paragraph 22

22. Warns against the danger of sectorisation of policies and encourages the development 
of an integrated approach that identifies the synergies that are possible between major 
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domains such as transport, agriculture, the environment, energy and drinking water 
resources;

Or. pl

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij

Amendment 150
Paragraph 22

22. Warns against the danger of sectorisation of policies and encourages the development 
of an integrated approach that identifies the synergies that are possible between major 
domains such as transport, agriculture and rural development, the environment and 
energy;

Or. en

Amendment by Grażyna Staniszewska, Samuli Pohjamo

Amendment 151
Paragraph 22 a (new)

22a. Expects the discussions on post-2013 cohesion policy to result in regions located on 
external borders of the Community being given special status, as is already the case 
for outlying regions; considers that this special status will bring stability and 
prosperity across borders and will ultimately result in not only the development of 
EU border regions but also greater cohesion and competitiveness for the 
Community as a whole;

Or. pl

Amendment by Alfonso Andria

Amendment 152
Paragraph 22 a (new)

22a. Points out that combating 'spatial segregation' and social exclusion, with a view to 
achieving sustainable and balanced growth, requires the support of a careful 
housing policy, coming under a broader local development, urban planning and 
local public service management strategy;

Or. it
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Amendment by Lidia Joanna Geringer de Oedenberg, Evgeni Kirilov

Amendment 153
Paragraph 22 a (new)

22a. Stresses the importance of social cohesion and education being based on respect for 
equal rights and opportunities at every stage in the implementation of cohesion 
policy projects;

Or. pl

Amendment by Elspeth Attwooll, Samuli Pohjamo

Amendment 154
Paragraph 22 a (new)

22a Recalls that geographically challenged areas, such as islands, mountain areas and 
sparsely populated areas in the north, need permanent special support measures;

Or. en

Amendment by Constanze Angela Krehl

Amendment 155
Paragraph 23

23. Calls for the objectives of the Territorial Agenda and the Leipzig Charter to be 
achieved through the adoption of a programme of concrete action and implementation, 
such that the territorial dimension will be better integrated into all public policies, both 
Community and national. In view of the intended expansion of economic and social 
cohesion to include a territorial component as part of the reform of the EU Treaty, 
suitable indicators need to be developed to define the content of territorial cohesion. 
Purely geographical factors without a socio-economic dimension do not appear 
adequate for this purpose;

Or. de

Amendment by Rolf Berend

Amendment 156
Paragraph 23

23. Calls for the objectives of the Territorial Agenda and the Leipzig Charter to be 
achieved through the adoption of a programme of concrete action and implementation, 
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such that the territorial dimension will be better integrated into all public policies, both 
Community and national. In view of the intended expansion of economic and social 
cohesion to include a territorial component as part of the reform of the EU Treaty, 
suitable indicators need to be developed to define the content of territorial cohesion;

Or. de

Amendment by Jean Marie Beaupuy

Amendment 157
Paragraph 23

23. Welcomes, in this connection, the adoption of an action programme for the 
implementation of the Territorial Agenda and the Leipzig Charter to ensure that the 
territorial dimension is better integrated into all public policies, (deletion) at
Community, national and local level, and awaits the practical manifestation thereof; 

Or. fr

Amendment by Elspeth Attwooll

Amendment 158
Paragraph 23 a (new)

23a Believes that measures of this kind must redress intra as well as inter regional 
disparities;

Or. en

Amendment by Oldřich Vlasák

Amendment 159
Paragraph 25

25. Is aware of the importance of regular cooperation between Parliament, represented by its 
Committee on Regional Development, and the Committee of the Regions on the subject 
of the future of regional policy;

Or. cs
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Amendment by Lidia Joanna Geringer de Oedenberg, Evgeni Kirilov

Amendment 160
Title between Paragraph 25 and Paragraph 26

New (deletion) challenges for the cohesion policy and the budget of the European Union

Or. en

Amendment by Constanze Angela Krehl

Amendment 161
Title between paragraph 25 and paragraph 26

New (deletion) challenges and the budget of the European Union

Or. de

Amendment by Markus Pieper

Amendment 162
Paragraph 26.

26. Takes the view that in the future the Union will be increasingly faced with new 
challenges with a strong territorial impact, such as the enlargement and 
neighbourhood policy, demographic ageing, urban concentration, migratory 
movements, which are particularly problematic for rural and outlying areas, energy 
and climate issues and adjustment to the changes deriving from globalisation;

Or. de

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 163
Paragraph 26

26. Stresses the importance of pilot projects relating to the adaptation of regions to 
new challenges with a strong territorial impact, such as demographic ageing, urban 
concentration, migratory movements, energy and climate issues and adjustment to 
the changes deriving from globalisation;

Or. en
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Amendment by Constanze Angela Krehl

Amendment 164
Paragraph 26

26. Takes the view that in the future the Union will be increasingly faced with new 
challenges with a strong territorial impact, such as demographic ageing, urban 
concentration, migratory movements, energy and climate issues and adjustment to the 
changes deriving from globalisation. These new challenges exacerbate other 
obstacles to development in the regions;

Or. de

Amendment by Rolf Berend

Amendment 165
Paragraph 26

26. Takes the view that in the future the Union will be increasingly faced with new 
challenges with a strong social, economic and territorial impact, such as demographic 
ageing, urban concentration, migratory movements, energy and climate issues and 
adjustment to the changes deriving from globalisation;

Or. de

Amendment by Constanze Angela Krehl

Amendment 166
Paragraph 26

26. Takes the view that in the future the Union will be increasingly faced with new 
challenges with a strong social, economic and territorial impact, such as demographic 
ageing, urban concentration, migratory movements, energy and climate issues and 
adjustment to the changes deriving from globalisation;

Or. de
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Amendment by Markus Pieper

Amendment 167
Paragraph 26 a (new)

26a. Calls for regular analyses of the costs and structural-policy implications of pending 
enlargements before the start of accession negotiations and calls for the European 
Parliament to play a greater part in the enlargement and neighbourhood policy, 
with its participation in the shaping of pre-accession instruments to be made 
binding;

Or. de

Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez

Amendment 168
Paragraph 26a (new)

26a. Underlines the seriousness of the problem of depopulation in many parts of the EU, 
involving as it does the ageing of the population, loss of human capital, capital 
flight, more expensive services, etc;

Or. es

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 169
Paragraph 27

27. Takes the view that demographic trends can have a major territorial impact, such as 
depopulation of certain areas, accompanied by urban concentration, or development of 
the residential economy in others, which requires a particular state responsibility not 
to abandon these regions but instead to develop specific innovative strategies to 
resolve their problems, necessitating a particular effort to maintain services of 
general economic interest;

Or. de

Amendment by Lidia Joanna Geringer de Oedenberg, Evgeni Kirilov

Amendment 170
Paragraph 27

27. Takes the view that demographic trends can have a major territorial impact, such as 
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depopulation of certain areas, accompanied by urban concentration, and an ageing 
society in which, as a result of their longer life expectancy, women are in a majority, 
necessitating an effort to maintain services of general economic interest;

Or. pl

Amendment by Brigitte Douay

Amendment 171
Paragraph 27

27. Takes the view that demographic trends can have a major territorial impact, such as 
depopulation of certain areas, accompanied by urban concentration, or development of 
the residential economy in others, necessitating an effort to maintain services of 
general economic interest and guarantee a high standard of universal services,

Or. fr

Amendment by Gábor Harangozó

Amendment 172
Paragraph 27

27. Takes the view that demographic trends can have a major territorial impact, such as 
depopulation of certain areas mainly in the less developed rural areas, accompanied 
by urban concentration, or development of the residential economy in others, 
necessitating an effort to maintain services of general economic interest;

Or. en

Amendment by Jan Olbrycht

Amendment 173
Paragraph 27

27. Does not affect English version.

Or. pl
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Amendment by Constanze Angela Krehl

Amendment 174
Paragraph 27

27. Takes the view that demographic trends can have a major (deletion) impact, such as 
depopulation of certain areas, accompanied by urban concentration, or development of 
the residential economy in others, necessitating an effort to maintain services of 
general economic interest;

Or. de

Amendment by Rolf Berend

Amendment 175
Paragraph 27

27. Takes the view that demographic trends can have a major (deletion) impact, such as 
depopulation of certain areas, accompanied by urban concentration, or development of 
the residential economy in others, necessitating an effort to maintain services of 
general economic interest;

Or. de

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro, Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

Amendment 176
Paragraph 27a (new)

27a. Stresses the importance of public services for economic and social cohesion, and 
reaffirms that the neighbourhood factor is crucial to guaranteeing that such 
services are accessible and available to everyone, especially in the less-favoured, 
outlying and outermost regions; 

Or. pt

Amendment by Riitta Myller

Amendment 177
Paragraph 28

28. Notes, citing the report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC),
that climate change will have variable repercussions on the different European 
regions; considers, therefore, that assessments should be made on a regional basis 
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in order to determine how each region will need to adapt; points out that regional 
and local actors have an important part to play in containing climate change and 
encouraging the necessary adjustments;

Or. fi

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 178
Paragraph 28

28. Notes that climate change will have variable repercussions which the regions must
tackle and which will call for responses that will differ from one region of Europe to 
another; notes that the regions must also make their contribution to the objective of 
cutting CO2 in Europe as a whole and must therefore review their development 
strategies for sustainability and their regional transport policies for damaging 
effects on the climate;

Or. de

Amendment by Constanze Angela Krehl

Amendment 179
Paragraph 28

28. Notes that climate change will have variable repercussions which will call for 
responses that will differ from one region of Europe to another; the possibilities open 
to the cohesion policy in this area are limited and could chiefly consist in promoting 
action to deal with climate change by supporting flexible, sustainable solutions in 
the countries and regions;  

Or. de

Amendment by Rolf Berend

Amendment 180
Paragraph 28

28. Notes that climate change will have variable repercussions which will call for 
responses that will differ from one region of Europe to another; takes the view that the 
possibilities open to the cohesion policy in this area are limited and could chiefly 
consist in promoting action to deal with climate change by supporting flexible and 
sustainable solutions in the countries and regions;
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Or. de

Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez

Amendment 181
Paragraph 28

28. Notes that climate change will have variable repercussions which will call for 
responses that will differ from one region of Europe to another; stresses, in this 
context, the phenomenon of severe drought in many regions of southern Europe 
which are already suffering from a full-scale desertification process, as well as the 
problem of ever more frequent flooding in other European regions;

Or. es

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro, Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

Amendment 182
Paragraph 28a (new)

28a. Recommends that the EU's cohesion policy should be adapted to the outermost 
regions, pursuant to Article 299(2) of the Treaty, on the basis of specific measures; 
supports the EU's  strategy for its outlying regions, and calls on the Commission to 
propose policies and measures, of a permanent and flexible nature and backed up 
by appropriate funding, that can be adapted to the needs of each of the outermost 
regions and contribute to tackling the permanent constraints on development faced 
by those regions;

Or. pt

Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez

Amendment 183
Paragraph 28a (new)

28a. Stresses, nonetheless, that cohesion policy cannot be a panacea for all problems, 
and  that specific resources need to be assigned, separate from the Structural 
Funds, to fight climate change, given that this combat must be undertaken from a 
broader viewpoint that incorporates other Community policies such as the 
environment. agriculture, transport, energy, research, etc;

Or. es
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Amendment by Riitta Myller

Amendment 184
Paragraph 28 a (new)

28a. Considers that EU cohesion policy should be climate friendly; believes that projects 
supported by means of cohesion policy should be assessed in terms of their climate 
impact and that they should promote solutions helping to contain climate change 
and encourage the necessary adjustments;

Or. fi

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 185
Paragraph 29

deleted

Or. de

Amendment by Stavros Arnaoutakis

Amendment 186
Paragraph 29

29. Recalls also the importance of adopting the proposal for a Regulation of the European 
Parliament and the Council establishing the European Union Solidarity Fund 
(COM(2005)0108), (deletion) within the framework of the formulation of an 
effective global policy to provide protection from natural disasters and emergencies
which are often devastating in certain regions because of their geographical situation;

Or. el

Amendment by Filiz Hakaeva Hyusmenova

Amendment 187
Paragraph 29

29. Recalls also the importance of adopting the proposal for a Regulation of the European 
Parliament and the Council establishing the European Union Solidarity Fund 
(COM(2005)0108), which deals with the provision of timely and adequate 
assistance, which will be better able to respond to natural disasters, which are often 
devastating in certain regions because of their geographical situation,
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Or. bg

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro, Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

Amendment 188
Paragraph 29

29. Recalls also the importance of adopting the proposal for a Regulation of the European 
Parliament and the Council establishing the European Union Solidarity Fund 
(COM(2005)0108), which will be better able to respond to natural disasters, which are 
often devastating in certain regions because of their geographical situation, while also 
ensuring continuation of the support relating to disasters of regional scale;

Or. pt

Amendment by Samuli Pohjamo

Amendment 189
Paragraph 29 a (new)

29a. Urges, for the purposes of measuring the rate of cohesion, that in addition to per 
capita GDP, other indicators be employed, for example migration, changes in the 
population structure, population density, accessibility, and climatic conditions, so as 
to enable regional measures to be targeted effectively;

Or. fi

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 190
Paragraph 30

deleted

Or. de

Amendment by Constanze Angela Krehl

Amendment 191
Paragraph 30

deleted
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Or. de

Amendment by Riitta Myller

Amendment 192
Paragraph 30

30. Takes the view that the issues of energy supply and increasing energy prices can have 
major spatial implications for territories, particularly in the eastern European countries 
as a result of their strong energy dependence or in rural and very remote regions 
because of their dependence on transport, which is highly sensitive to energy costs; 
points out, however, that the exploitation and development of renewable energy 
sources, such as bio-energy, and investment in energy efficiency could offer great 
regional and local development opportunities for the future;

Or. fi

Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez

Amendment 193
Paragraph 30

30. Takes the view that the issues of energy supply and increasing energy prices can have 
major spatial implications for territories as a result of the strong energy dependence 
of most EU Member States, or in rural and very remote regions because of their 
dependence on transport and agriculture, which are highly sensitive to energy costs;

Or. es

Amendment by Emmanouil Angelakas, Nikolaos Vakalis

Amendment 194
Paragraph 30

30. Takes the view that the issues of energy supply and increasing energy prices can have 
major spatial implications for territories, particularly in the eastern European countries 
as a result of their strong energy dependence or in rural, inaccessible and very remote 
regions because of their dependence on transport, which is highly sensitive to energy 
costs;

Or. el
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Amendment by Stavros Arnaoutakis

Amendment 195
Paragraph 30

30. Takes the view that the issues of energy supply and increasing energy prices can have 
major spatial implications for territories, particularly in the eastern European countries 
as a result of their strong energy dependence or in rural, mountain, island and very 
remote regions because of their dependence on transport, which is highly sensitive to 
energy costs;

Or. el

Amendment by Emmanouil Angelakas, Nikolaos Vakalis

Amendment 196
Paragraph 30 a (new)

30a. Takes the view that the complexity of the new challenges calls for a sophisticated 
evaluation of the state of the regions; calls therefore on the Commission to propose 
in future other eligibility indicators for the funding of regions by the Structural 
Funds in combination with per capita GDP;

Or. el

Amendment by Rolf Berend

Amendment 197
Paragraph 30 a (new)

30a. Points to the special importance of greater coherence between the cohesion policy 
and other European policies; this applies in particular to greater coordination with 
the support instruments for the development of rural areas and EU law on state aid, 
since differentiated solutions may become necessary, particularly in the case of 
globally competing locations and investment in cutting-edge industries;

Or. de

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 198
Paragraph 30 a (new)

30a. Takes the view that new directions are needed in relation to energy supply and 
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energy dependency in the regions, giving priority to decentralised supply units, 
renewable energy and energy saving; notes that such an approach can at the same 
time offer enormous cost savings for rural areas in particular;

Or. de

Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 199
Paragraph 30a (new)

30a. Draws attention to the particular social and economic situation in structural terms 
of the regions referred to in Article 299(2) of the Treaty, arising from the permanent 
constraints affecting them - notably, their remoteness, island status, small size, 
relief, climate and dependence on a small range of products - and having 
repercussions for their development, and advocates the establishment of specific 
measures and the adaptation of common policies, in line with the requirements laid 
down in the Treaty; 

Or. pt

Amendment by Constanze Angela Krehl

Amendment 200
Paragraph 30 a (new)

30a. Points to the special importance of greater coherence between the cohesion policy 
and other European policies; this applies in particular to greater coordination with 
the support instruments for the development of rural areas and EU law on state aid. 
Differentiated solutions may become necessary, particularly in the case of globally 
competing locations and investment in cutting-edge industries;

Or. de

Amendment by Jean Marie Beaupuy

Amendment 201
Paragraph 31

31. Takes the view that retaining structural policies after 2013 is an essential response to 
these new challenges, that these policies must be applied in a differentiated way to the 
whole of the Union’s territory and that the conditionality of the implementation of 
such policies will therefore need to be examined in the context of discussions on the 
future Green Paper on territorial cohesion; 
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Or. fr

Amendment by Emmanouil Angelakas, Nikolaos Vakalis

Amendment 202
Paragraph 31

31. Takes the view that retaining structural policies after 2013 is an appropriate response 
to these new challenges, which must be applied in a differentiated way to the whole of 
the Union’s territory, and rejects all attempts to renationalise cohesion policy;

Or. el

Amendment by Constanze Angela Krehl

Amendment 203
Paragraph 31

31. Takes the view that retaining structural policies after 2013 and adjusting them to the 
new challenges is an appropriate response to these new challenges, which must be 
applied in a differentiated way to the whole of the Union’s territory;

Or. de

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro, Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

Amendment 204
Paragraph 31

31. Takes the view that retaining structural policies after 2013 is an appropriate response 
to these old and new challenges, which must be applied in a differentiated way to the 
whole of the Union’s territory;

Or. pt

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro, Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

Amendment 205
Paragraph 31a (new)

31a. Believes that the existing financial resources for cohesion policy are not sufficient 
to meet cohesion needs or deal with high unemployment, regional inequalities, 
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income disparities and poverty in the enlarged EU; considers, therefore, that it 
needs greater funding from the Community and that its full implementation must be 
ensured,

Or. pt

Amendment by Lidia Joanna Geringer de Oedenberg, Evgeni Kirilov

Amendment 206
Paragraph 31 a (new)

31a. Encourages the indolent of private capital as an additional financial resource for 
implementation of the cohesion policy's objectives by way of public-private 
partnership; calls on the Member States to make full use of the instruments 
Jeremie, Jaspers and Jessica and calls on the Commission to include in its further 
reports analyses of the effectiveness and contribution of these instruments;

Or. en

Amendment by Jan Olbrycht

Amendment 207
Paragraph 31 a (new)

31a. Takes the view that cohesion policy should remain a Community policy, in 
accordance with the Treaty; opposes, therefore, all attempts to renationalise the 
policy;

Or. pl

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 208
Paragraph 32

32. Takes the view that the added value of the cohesion policy in the European Union 
should be more strongly highlighted and a review should be undertaken to establish 
whether the 0.35% of the Union’s GDP (deletion) to finance this policy is enough to 
achieve sustainable cohesion;

Or. de
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Amendment by Markus Pieper

Amendment 209
Paragraph 32

32. Takes the view that the allocation of 0.35% of the Union’s GDP (deletion) to finance 
this policy needs to be reviewed and calls for the revision of the financial perspectives 
to be used as an opportunity to define the budgetary resources needed to meet all of 
the Union’s territorial challenges;

Or. de

Amendment by Oldřich Vlasák

Amendment 210
Paragraph 32

32. Takes the view that it will have to be assessed whether 0.35% of the Union’s GDP 
will (deletion) be enough to finance this policy; calls for the revision of the financial 
perspectives to be used as an opportunity to define the budgetary resources needed to 
meet all of the Union’s territorial challenges;

Or. cs

Amendment by Bernadette Bourzai

Amendment 211
Paragraph 32

32. Takes the view that 0.35% of the Union’s GDP will not be enough to finance this 
policy; calls for the revision of the financial perspectives to be used as an opportunity 
to define the budgetary resources needed to meet all of the Union’s territorial 
challenges, with special consideration for regions a t a disadvantage or with a 
handicap, namely islands, mountains areas, rural areas and low-population-density 
areas;

Or. fr

Amendment by Jean Marie Beaupuy

Amendment 212
Paragraph 32

32. Takes the view that 0.35% of the Union’s GDP will not be enough to finance this 
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policy; calls for the revision of the financial perspectives starting in 2009 to be used 
as an opportunity to define the budgetary resources needed to meet all of the Union’s 
territorial challenges;

Or. fr

Amendment by Constanze Angela Krehl

Amendment 213
Paragraph 32

32. Takes the view that 0.35% of the Union’s GDP will not be enough to finance this 
policy; calls for the revision of the financial perspectives to be used as an opportunity 
to define the budgetary resources needed to meet all of the Union’s (deletion)
challenges;

Or. de

Amendment by Rolf Berend

Amendment 214
Paragraph 32

32. Takes the view that 0.35% of the Union’s GDP will not be enough to finance this 
policy; calls for the revision of the financial perspectives to be used as an opportunity 
to define the budgetary resources needed to meet all of the Union’s (deletion)
challenges;

Or. de

Amendment by Lidia Joanna Geringer de Oedenberg, Evgeni Kirilov

Amendment 215
Paragraph 32

32. Takes the view that 0.35% of the Union’s GDP will not be enough to finance this 
policy; calls for the revision of the financial perspectives to be used as an opportunity 
to define the budgetary resources needed to meet all of the Union’s cohesion policy
challenges;

Or. en
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Amendment by Emmanouil Angelakas, Nikolaos Vakalis

Amendment 216
Paragraph 32 a (new)

32a. Calls on the Commission, within the framework of the forthcoming review of the 
financial perspective, to present a specific proposal on the possibility of maintaining 
in the Community cohesion budget (Title 1b) the Structural Fund appropriations 
forfeited by Member States on the basis of the Ν+2 / Ν+3 rule and of allowing these 
appropriations to be re-utilised by the operational program with a better record;

Or. el

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro, Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

Amendment 217
Paragraph 32a (new)

32a. Stresses that a serious and effective cohesion policy can only exist if Community 
expenditure is increased to at least 1.24% of EU GNI, by exploring all the 
possibilities of the IIA; recalls the increase to 1.18% of EU GNI proposed by 
Parliament in its resolution of 8 June 2005 on 'policy challenges and budgetary 
means of the enlarged Union 2007-2013'; 

Or. pt

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro, Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

Amendment 218
Paragraph 32b (new)

32b. Believes it is necessary to increase the Community co-funding rates for the 
'convergence' regions, especially the less developed regions of the Member States 
eligible for the Cohesion Fund and those regions which suffer from permanent 
geographical or natural handicaps, such as the outermost regions; rejects all forms 
of pressure to reduce the cofinancing rates;

Or. pt
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Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro, Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

Amendment 219
Paragraph 32c (new)

32c. Draws the attention of the Commission and the Member States to the circumstances 
of those regions which, despite being among the poorest in the EU-15 and despite 
the absence of any improvement in their growth data, are now no longer included in 
the group of poorest regions of the EU-27, solely and exclusively for statistical 
reasons; recommends that attention be paid to the particular circumstances of these 
regions, which have suffered budget cuts under the current multiannual financial 
framework; believes that this framework should be revised in such a way that the 
regions concerned by the so-called 'statistical effect' receive the same level of 
support as they would if the eligibility requirements were based on the EU-15;

Or. pt
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