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Motion for a resolution

Amendment by Tunne Kelam

Amendment 1
Citation 6

- having regard to the Resolution of the Council and the Representatives of the 
Governments of the Member States, meeting within the Council, on implementing 
the common objectives for participation by and information for young people in 
view of promoting their active European citizenship1,

Or. en

Amendment by Gisela Kallenbach, Elisabeth Schroedter
Amendment 2
Citation 7 a (new)

- having regard to the Communication from the Commission entitled "The 
demographic future of Europe – from challenge to opportunity" (COM(2006)571),

                                               
1  PB C 297, 7.12.2006, p. 6.
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Or. en

Amendment by Gisela Kallenbach, Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 3
Citation 8 a (new)

- having regard to its resolution of 13 March 2007 on corporate social responsibility: 
a new partnership1,

Or. en

Amendment by Tunne Kelam

Amendment 4
Recital B a (new)

Ba. whereas volunteering is a major force nurturing civil society and also contributing 
to the moral and political integration of European citizens, in turn strengthening 
solidarity - one of the core values of the European Union;

Or. en

Amendment by Petru Filip

Amendment 5
Recital D

D. whereas the very significant contribution of volunteering in building up Social Capital 
needs to be fully recognised, this being an essential component of community 
development programmes in the new Member States emerging from a post-
communist transitional period where this has received insufficiently wide public 
attention (according to ETGACE and RE-ETGACE findings, voluntary 
participation is significantly less in post-socialist countries);

Or. ro

                                               
1 PB C 301 E, 13.12.2007, p. 45.
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Amendment by Tunne Kelam

Amendment 6
Recital D a (new)

Da. whereas sustainable funding, especially administrative funding is of core 
importance for voluntary organisations and in general for voluntary work;

Or. en

Amendment by Petru Filip

Amendment 7
Recital H

H. whereas volunteering contributes to the personal and social development of the 
volunteer and has a positive impact on interpersonal relationships established within 
the community,

Or. ro

Amendment by Marian Harkin

Amendment 8
Recital H a (new)

Ha. notes the important role  volunteers play in achieving the goals of the Lisbon 
Strategy with respect to socio-economic cohesion by contributing to financial 
inclusion, such as credit unions which are regulated, non for profit financial 
cooperative, run and governed by a Board of volunteers.

Or. en

Amendment by Gisela Kallenbach, Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 9
Recital H a (new)

Ha. whereas corporate social responsibility of companies both is an important business 
driver and represents an essential element of the European social model,
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Or. en

Amendment by Tunne Kelam

Amendment 10
Recital J

J. whereas it is important to promote and support volunteer management best practices
amongst volunteer involving organisations;

Or. en

Amendment by Rumiana Jeleva

Amendment 11
Recital J a (new)

Ja. whereas volunteering leads to a direct engagement of citizens in local development, 
and thus can play an important role in the fostering of civil society and democracy, 
particularly in the new Member States,

Or. en

Amendment by Tunne Kelam

Amendment 12
Recital K

K. whereas in the above mentioned Council Resolution  on implementing the common 
objectives for participation by and information for young people the Council 
encourages greater participation by young people in civic life, participatory structures, 
voluntary work, etc.,

Or. en
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Amendment by Gisela Kallenbach, Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 13
Recital K a (new)

Ka. whereas the impact of demographic change in Europe leads to an increasing 
potential number of older volunteers,

Or. en

Amendment by Emmanouil Angelakas

Amendment 14
Paragraph 1

1. Encourages Member States, Regional and Local Authorities to recognise the value of 
volunteering in promoting Social and Economic Cohesion; furthermore encourages to 
work in partnership with voluntary organisations and institutions of a social and 
professional nature (schools, universities, associations, old people’s homes, etc.) and 
following meaningful consultation with the voluntary sector to develop plans and 
strategies to recognise, value, support, facilitate and encourage volunteering; also 
urges the Member States to create a stable and institutional framework for 
participation by NGOs in public deliberations;

Or. el

Amendment by Petru Filip

Amendment 15
Paragraph 1 a (new)

1a. Calls on Commission experts to make a clearer distinction between voluntary and 
non-governmental organisations (NGOs), whose activities are not organised on the 
same voluntary bases and calls for a comprehensive pan-European investigation 
into the nature, level and internal mechanisms of social participation, including 
voluntary participation and funding for this purpose, giving priority to the Seventh 
Framework Programme (FP 7) or other research programmes with this objective;

Or. ro
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Amendment by Tunne Kelam

Amendment 16
Paragraph 2

2. Calls on Member States, Regional and Local authorities to make real efforts to 
facilitate voluntary organisations to access sufficient and sustainable funding, both 
administrative and project based funding, without excessive form-filling, red-tape or 
bureaucracy while maintaining the necessary controls on the spending of public 
money;

Or. en

Amendment by Gisela Kallenbach, Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 17
Paragraph 2 a (new)

2a. encourages companies, as part of their corporate social responsibility strategy, to 
financially support initiatives promoting and enhancing volunteering;

Or. en

Amendment by Emmanouil Angelakas

Amendment 18
Paragraph 2 a (new)

2a. Urges the Member States and the regional and local authorities to support the 
creation of volunteer emergency services in every locality to ensure a prompt 
response to natural disasters and accidents;

Or. el

Amendment by Petru Filip

Amendment 19
Paragraph 5 a (new)

5a. Supports unequivocally the idea that voluntary activities must, without exception, 
have the presumptive (or at least tacit) approval of their potential beneficiaries in 
cases where, for objective reasons, express approval cannot be obtained;
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Or. ro

Amendment by Emmanouil Angelakas

Amendment 20
Paragraph 6

6. Calls on the Commission to work towards putting in place a system across all funds 
whereby volunteer activity is recognised as a contribution to co-financing projects, 
and devise mechanisms whereby voluntary activity can be suitably costed; welcomes 
efforts by some Directorates General of the Commission to adopt a more 
understanding approach to the use of voluntary activity as a means of matching 
funding on EU funded projects; urges the Member States to support and promote 
private funding for the voluntary sector by providing incentives;

Or. el

Amendment by Maria Petre

Amendment 21
Paragraph 6

6. Calls on the Commission to work towards putting in place a system across all funds 
whereby volunteer activity is recognised as a contribution to co-financing projects, 
and devise mechanisms whereby voluntary activity can be suitably costed; welcomes 
efforts by some Directorates General of the Commission to adopt a more flexible 
approach to the use of voluntary activity as a means of matching funding on EU 
funded projects;

Or. ro

Amendment by Gisela Kallenbach, Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 22
Paragraph 7

7. Calls on the Commission to promote opportunities for older volunteers and to develop 
a "Senior in Action Programme" for the increasing number of well experienced 
seniors willing to volunteer that might run parallel to and complement the 'Youth in 
Action Programme' and furthermore to promote specific programmes for
intergenerational volunteering and for mentoring; 
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Or. en

Amendment by Gisela Kallenbach, Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 23
Paragraph 7 a (new)

7a. Urges the Commission and Member States to support and develop projects helping 
to achieve the Millennium Goals through international voluntary services; attaches 
particular importance to volunteer exchange schemes;

Or. de

Amendment by Emmanouil Angelakas

Amendment 24
Paragraph 7 a (new)

7a. Urges the Commission in the general framework of voluntary activity, to stress the 
great importance of organising voluntary work so as to ensure that it is in step with 
and compatible with family and professional life;

Or. el

Amendment by Rumiana Jeleva

Amendment 25
Paragraph 8 a (new)

8a. Points to the fact that new the Member States often lack the experience and 
organisational framework to set up well-functioning schemes of volunteering, and 
calls upon the Commission to introduce support schemes to set up more efficient 
systems of cooperation and networking between the various local and regional 
volunteer organisations;

Or. en
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Amendment by Petru Filip

Amendment 26
Paragraph 8 a (new)

8a. Urges interested parties to support initiatives by private operators to encourage 
voluntary activities in the context of socially responsible policies and the active 
exploration of means to encourage support for voluntary work from the economic 
sector;

Or. ro

Amendment by Tunne Kelam

Amendment 27
Paragraph 9

9. Calls on the Commission to strengthen the recognition of volunteering as an activity 
for acquiring competences and skills through EUROPASS, while ensuring that 
volunteering is not seen as a supplement to formal training but a complement to it; 
furthermore calls to national/local tools operate to enhance the mobility of volunteers;

Or. en

Amendment by Rumiana Jeleva

Amendment 28
Paragraph 10

10. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to investigate the adoption of a 
European Charter for Volunteers establishing the role of voluntary organisations 
including their rights and responsibilities, and proposes the simultaneous 
establishment of a database for best practices in order to provide helpful guidelines 
for EU and non-EU countries wishing to improve their volunteering system;

Or. en
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Amendment by Mieczysław Edmund Janowski, Wojciech Roszkowski

Amendment 29
Paragraph 10

10. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to investigate the adoption of a 
European Charter for Volunteers establishing the role of voluntary organisations 
including the rights and responsibilities of volunteers, bearing in mind also the need 
for them to have appropriate insurance while carrying out their voluntary functions;

Or. pl

Amendment by Emmanouil Angelakas

Amendment 30
Paragraph 10

10. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to investigate the adoption of a 
European Charter for Volunteers establishing the role of voluntary organisations 
including their rights and responsibilities; recommends an annual scoreboard to 
assess voluntary work by Member State, sector and organisation;

Or. el

Amendment by Tunne Kelam

Amendment 31
Paragraph 10

10. calls on the Commission and the Member States to investigate the delay of the 
adoption of a European Charter for Volunteering establishing the role of voluntary 
organisations including their rights and responsibilities;

Or. en
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Amendment by Elspeth Attwooll

Amendment 32
Paragraph 10 a (new)

10a. Calls on the Member States to take steps to ensure that volunteering activities are 
not adversely affected by the need to obtain insurance in respect of them;

Or. en

Amendment by Tunne Kelam

Amendment 33
Paragraph 11

11. Calls on the Commission, the Member States as well as the Regional and Local 
authorities to promote volunteering through education at all levels introducing the 
opportunity for voluntary activity at an early stage in the education system so that it is 
seen as normal contribution to Community life; to continue to promote such activity as 
students grow older e.g. at third level to facilitate „services learning“ where students 
work with voluntary/community groups in a partnership model as part of their 
diploma/degree programme, to encourage the linkages between the voluntary sector 
and the education sector at all levels and to recognize learning in volunteering as part 
of life long learning;

Or. en

Amendment by Emmanouil Angelakas

Amendment 34
Paragraph 11 a (new)

11a. Strongly emphasises the importance of corporate volunteering to improve the 
quality of life at local level, encourage self-help in resolving local problems, 
facilitate the transfer of corporate skills and know-how from the private to the 
public sector and help local communities to achieve maturity; calls on the 
Commission to cooperate with the Member States to establish corporate 
volunteering as an added value in the context of professional business activity;

Or. el
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Amendment by Mieczysław Edmund Janowski, Wojciech Roszkowski

Amendment 35
Paragraph 12

12. Calls on Commission to investigate the introduction of a legal basis in Community 
Law whereby voluntary organisations would be exempted from paying VAT on 
purchases, while donors would be exempt from taxation on donations for purposes  
related to voluntary work;

Or. pl

Amendment by Maria Petre
Amendment 36
Paragraph 12

12. Calls on Commission to investigate the introduction of a legal basis in Community 
Law whereby voluntary organisations would be exempted from paying VAT on 
purchases intended for the accomplishment of their objective and for organised 
projects;

Or. ro

Amendment by Emmanouil Angelakas

Amendment 37
Paragraph 13 a (new)

13a. Calls on the Member States to introduce national charters for voluntary activity 
covering welfare and health insurance, as well as outlay by volunteers;

Or. el

Amendment by Petru Filip

Amendment 38
Paragraph 15 a (new)

15a. Calls for greater awareness and the development of specific strategies and 
programmes to assist in restimulating voluntary activities in the former Communist 
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bloc countries where they have commonly come to be associated with actions of a 
compulsory nature administered and enforced by means of administrative or 
political mechanisms;

Or. ro

Amendment by Emmanouil Angelakas

Amendment 39
Paragraph 18

18. Calls on relevant local and regional stakeholders, voluntary organisations and the 
media to provide adequate information to citizens about opportunities to volunteer, 
together with suitable training with special emphasis on the more vulnerable 
sections of society (people with special needs, the unemployed, migrants, 
adolescents, etc.) and the needs of remote and/or inaccessible regions;

Or. el

Amendment by Emmanouil Angelakas

Amendment 40
Paragraph 19

19. Urges the Commission that alongside Plan D for Dialogue, Debate and Democracy, to 
put in place a Plan V for Valuing, Validating and ensuring Visibility of Volunteers; 
recommends the introduction of a European database providing full details of 
volunteer organisations, together with their particular characteristics and activities;

Or. el

Amendment by Petru Filip

Amendment 41
Paragraph 19 a (new)

19a. Calls on all interested parties to take suitable action to promote the involvement of 
volunteers in the public decision-making process with a view to improving the 
efficiency of public institutions in carrying out their tasks at local or central level, 
including organisation of the electoral process;

Or. ro
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