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Amendment 1
Petru Filip

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Notes that the Member States reported 3
832 irregularities in 2007 (which is an 
increase by 19,2% in relation to 2006), that 
the total financial amount affected in 2007 
was about EUR 828 million, that suspected 
frauds as a percentage of the total number 
of reported irregularities represent around 
12-15% in 2007 and that the total irregular 
amount for the European Regional 
Development Fund has risen by 48% in 
comparison to 2006; stresses once again 
that Member States should ensure the 
adequacy of their financial control 
mechanisms and emphasises the 
importance of preventive action by the 
Member States in order to increase the 
detection of irregularities before any 
payment is effectively made to the 
beneficiaries.

1. Acknowledges that irregularities in the 
use of EU funds relating to 
mismanagement and sometimes even 
fraud occur in a large number of Member 
States. Notes that the Member States 
reported 3 832 irregularities in 2007 
(which is an increase by 19,2% in relation 
to 2006), that the total financial amount 
affected in 2007 was about EUR 828 
million, that suspected frauds as a 
percentage of the total number of reported 
irregularities represent around 12-15% in 
2007 and that the total irregular amount for 
the European Regional Development Fund 
has risen by 48% in comparison to 2006; 
stresses once again that Member States 
should ensure the adequacy of their 
financial control mechanisms and 
emphasises the importance of preventive 
action by the Member States in order to 
increase the detection of irregularities 
before any payment is effectively made to 
the beneficiaries. Underlines the fact that 
fighting fraud and corruption is an 
ongoing responsibility of all Member 
States and also that a concerted effort is 
needed in order to achieve real 
improvements.

Or. en
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Amendment 2
Maria Petre

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1.Notes that the Member States reported 3 
832 irregularities in 2007 (which is an 
increase by 19,2% in relation to 2006), that 
the total financial amount affected in 2007 
was about EUR 828 million, that suspected 
frauds as a percentage of the total number 
of reported irregularities represent around 
12-15% in 2007 and that the total irregular 
amount for the European Regional 
Development Fund has risen by 48% in 
comparison to 2006; stresses once again 
that Member States should ensure the 
adequacy of their financial control 
mechanisms and emphasises the 
importance of preventive action by the 
Member States in order to increase the 
detection of irregularities before any 
payment is effectively made to the 
beneficiaries;

1. Notes that the Member States reported 3 
832 irregularities in 2007 (which is an 
increase by 19,2% in relation to 2006), that 
the total financial amount affected in 2007 
was about EUR 828 million, that suspected 
frauds as a percentage of the total number 
of reported irregularities represent around 
12-15% in 2007 and that the total irregular 
amount for the European Regional 
Development Fund has risen by 48% in 
comparison to 2006; welcomes the efforts 
already made by the Member States but
stresses once again that they should ensure 
the adequacy of their financial control 
mechanisms and emphasises the 
importance of preventive action by the 
Member States in order to increase the 
detection of irregularities before any 
payment is effectively made to the 
beneficiaries;

Or. fr

Amendment 3
Iratxe García Pérez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Notes that the Member States reported 
3 832 irregularities in 2007 (which is an 
increase by 19,2% in relation to 2006), that 
the total financial amount affected in 2007 
was about EUR 828 million, that suspected 
frauds as a percentage of the total number 
of reported irregularities represent around 

1. Notes that the Member States reported 
3 832 irregularities in 2007 (which is an 
increase by 19,2% in relation to 2006), that 
the total financial amount affected in 2007 
was about EUR 828 million (equivalent to 
slightly less than 1.83% of commitment 
appropriations), that suspected frauds as a 
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12-15% in 2007 and that the total 
irregular amount for the European 
Regional Development Fund has risen by 
48% in comparison to 2006; stresses once 
again that Member States should ensure the 
adequacy of their financial control 
mechanisms and emphasises the 
importance of preventive action by the 
Member States in order to increase the 
detection of irregularities before any 
payment is effectively made to the 
beneficiaries;

percentage of the total number of reported 
irregularities represented around 12-15% 
in 2007, with a financial impact estimated 
at EUR 141 million (which amounts to 
0.31% of total commitment 
appropriations, i.e. a reduction in 
comparison to EUR 157.56 million, or 
0.41%, in 2006); stresses once again that 
Member States should ensure the adequacy 
of their financial control mechanisms and 
emphasises the importance of preventive 
action by the Member States in order to 
increase the detection of irregularities 
before any payment is effectively made to 
the beneficiaries;

Or. es

Amendment 4
James Nicholson

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1a . Stresses the importance of the Action 
Plan to strengthen supervision under 
shared management for structural actions 
adopted by the Commission on 19 
February 2008, which is aimed at 
reducing errors in payment claims from 
Member States; is confident that this new 
Action Plan can significantly improve the 
situation, not least by assisting Member 
States to develop their ability to check the 
eligibility of project expenditure; notes 
that the first progress report relating to 
this Action Plan presents some positive 
initial results;

Or. en
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Amendment 5
Maria Petre

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Stresses that a distinction needs to be 
drawn between the concept of fraud and 
that of mismanagement, since the former 
entails an element of premeditation whilst 
the latter designates unintentional errors;

Or. fr

Amendment 6
Petru Filip

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Notes that the Commission has 
published a series of reports assessing the 
progress in Bulgaria and Romania of 
judicial reform and the fight against 
corruption under the Cooperation and 
Verification mechanisms and a separate 
report on the management of EU funds in 
Bulgaria, which highlight the need for 
sustained political commitment and 
implementation on the ground if the 
benchmarks set at the time of accession 
are to be met in full; notes also that 
specifically in the case of Bulgaria the 
Commission has provisionally suspended 
EU funding because of irregularities 
found through its control and auditing 
system; therefore calls upon these 
Member States to take urgent action to 
implement the concrete follow-up 
measures put forward in these reports. 

2. Notes that the Commission has 
published a series of reports assessing the 
progress in Bulgaria and Romania of 
judicial reform and the fight against 
corruption under the Cooperation and 
Verification mechanisms; consequently 
encourages these Member States to take 
consistent action to implement the concrete 
follow-up measures put forward in these 
reports. 

Or. en
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Amendment 7
Rumiana Jeleva

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Notes that the Commission has 
published a series of reports assessing the 
progress in Bulgaria and Romania of 
judicial reform and the fight against 
corruption under the Co-operation and 
Verification mechanisms and a separate 
report on the management of EU funds in 
Bulgaria, which highlight the need for 
sustained political commitment and 
implementation on the ground if the 
benchmarks set at the time of accession are 
to be met in full; notes also that 
specifically in the case of Bulgaria the 
Commission has provisionally suspended 
EU funding because of irregularities found 
through its control and auditing system; 
therefore calls upon these Member States 
to take urgent action to implement the 
concrete follow up measures put forward in 
these reports.

2. Notes that the Commission has 
published a series of detailed, in-depth 
reports critically assessing the progress in 
Bulgaria and Romania of judicial reform 
and the fight against corruption under the 
Co-operation and Verification mechanisms 
and a separate report on the management of 
EU funds in Bulgaria, which highlight the 
need for sustained political commitment 
and implementation on the ground if the 
benchmarks set at the time of accession are 
to be met in full; notes also that in the case 
of Bulgaria the Commission has 
provisionally suspended EU funding 
because of irregularities found through its 
control and auditing system; therefore calls 
upon these Member States to take urgent 
action to implement the concrete follow up 
measures put forward in these reports.

Or. en

Amendment 8
Maria Petre

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Notes that the Commission has 
published a series of reports assessing the
progress in Bulgaria and Romania of 
judicial reform and the fight against 
corruption under the Co-operation and 

2. Notes that the Commission has 
published a series of reports assessing 
progress in Bulgaria and Romania and a 
separate report on the management of EU 
funds in Bulgaria, which highlight the need 



PE415.250v01-00 8/16 AM\752694EN.doc

EN

Verification mechanisms and a separate 
report on the management of EU funds in 
Bulgaria, which highlight the need for 
sustained political commitment and 
implementation on the ground if the 
benchmarks set at the time of accession are 
to be met in full; notes also that 
specifically in the case of Bulgaria the 
Commission has provisionally suspended 
EU funding because of irregularities 
found through its control and auditing 
system; therefore calls upon these Member 
States to take urgent action to implement 
the concrete follow up measures put 
forward in these reports;

for sustained political commitment and 
implementation on the ground if the 
benchmarks set at the time of accession are 
to be met in full; therefore calls upon these 
Member States to take urgent action to 
implement the concrete follow up measures 
put forward in these reports;

Or. fr

Amendment 9
James Nicholson

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Notes that the Commission has 
published a series of reports assessing the 
progress in Bulgaria and Romania of 
judicial reform and the fight against 
corruption under the Co-operation and 
Verification mechanisms and a separate 
report on the management of EU funds in 
Bulgaria, which highlight the need for 
sustained political commitment and 
implementation on the ground if the 
benchmarks set at the time of accession are 
to be met in full; notes also that 
specifically in the case of Bulgaria the 
Commission has provisionally suspended 
EU funding because of irregularities found 
through its control and auditing system; 
therefore calls upon these Member States 
to take urgent action to implement the 
concrete follow up measures put forward in 
these reports.

2. Notes that the Commission has 
published a series of reports assessing the 
progress in Bulgaria and Romania of 
judicial reform and the fight against 
corruption under the Co-operation and 
Verification mechanisms and a separate 
report on the management of EU funds in 
Bulgaria, which highlight the need for 
sustained political commitment and 
implementation on the ground if the 
benchmarks set at the time of accession are 
to be met in full; notes also that 
specifically in the case of Bulgaria the 
Commission has provisionally suspended 
EU funding for one operational 
programme because of irregularities found 
through its control and auditing system; 
therefore calls upon these Member States 
to take urgent action to implement the 
concrete follow up measures put forward in 
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these reports.

Or. en

Amendment 10
Emmanouil Angelakas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Notes that the Commission has 
published a series of reports assessing the 
progress in Bulgaria and Romania of 
judicial reform and the fight against 
corruption under the Co-operation and 
Verification mechanisms and a separate 
report on the management of EU funds in 
Bulgaria, which highlight the need for 
sustained political commitment and 
implementation on the ground if the 
benchmarks set at the time of accession are 
to be met in full; notes also that 
specifically in the case of Bulgaria the 
Commission has provisionally suspended 
EU funding because of irregularities found 
through its control and auditing system; 
therefore calls upon these Member States 
to take urgent action to implement the 
concrete follow up measures put forward in 
these reports.

2. Notes that the Commission has 
published a series of reports assessing the 
progress in Bulgaria and Romania of 
judicial reform and the fight against 
corruption under the Co-operation and 
Verification mechanisms and a separate 
report on the management of EU funds in 
Bulgaria, which highlight the need for 
sustained political commitment and 
implementation on the ground if the 
benchmarks set at the time of accession are 
to be met in full; notes also that 
specifically in the case of Bulgaria the 
Commission has provisionally suspended 
EU funding because of irregularities found 
through its control and auditing system; 
therefore calls upon these Member States 
to take urgent action to implement the 
concrete follow up measures put forward in 
these reports; finally, encourages the 
efforts made by these Member States and 
calls on them to take all the necessary 
measures to that end.

Or. el

Amendment 11
Miloš Koterec

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2



PE415.250v01-00 10/16 AM\752694EN.doc

EN

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Notes that the Commission has 
published a series of reports assessing the 
progress in Bulgaria and Romania of 
judicial reform and the fight against 
corruption under the Cooperation and 
Verification mechanisms and a separate 
report on the management of EU funds in 
Bulgaria, which highlight the need for 
sustained political commitment and 
implementation on the ground if the 
benchmarks set at the time of accession are 
to be met in full; notes also that 
specifically in the case of Bulgaria the 
Commission has provisionally suspended 
EU funding because of irregularities found 
through its control and auditing system; 
therefore calls upon these Member States 
to take urgent action to implement the 
concrete follow up measures put forward in 
these reports.

2. Notes that the Commission has 
published a series of reports assessing the 
progress in Bulgaria and Romania of 
judicial reform and the fight against 
corruption under the Cooperation and 
Verification mechanisms and a separate 
report on the management of EU funds in 
Bulgaria, which highlight the need for 
sustained political commitment and 
implementation on the ground if the 
benchmarks set at the time of accession are 
to be met in full; notes also that 
specifically in the case of Bulgaria the 
Commission has provisionally suspended 
EU funding because of irregularities found 
through its control and auditing system; 
therefore calls upon these Member States, 
which have not yet done so, to take urgent 
action to implement the concrete follow up 
measures put forward in these reports.

Or. en

Amendment 12
James Nicholson

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Acknowledges that effective 
absorption of the Structural Funds has 
posed significant challenges, especially 
for the new Member States, as they are 
called upon  to comply with strict and 
often complex requirements for their 
utilisation; welcomes, therefore, the 
efforts made by these Member States to 
improve their implementation capacity 
and invites them to step up that work so as 
to be able to show tangible results within 
an acceptable timeframe;
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Or. en

Amendment 13
James Nicholson

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Considers that the complexity of the 
legislative framework governing 
Structural Funds programmes, especially 
as regards management and monitoring 
procedures, is responsible to some extent 
for irregularities on the part of Member 
States; urges, therefore, the Commission 
to intensify its efforts to further simplify 
the system;

Or. en

Amendment 14
Markus Pieper

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Urges the eight Member States (Estonia, 
France, Germany, Ireland, Luxembourg, 
Latvia, Spain and Sweden) who still do not 
use the electronic modules AFIS/ECR for 
electronic reporting to do so quickly in 
order to improve their data quality and 
timeliness of reporting before the end of 
2009.

4. Urges the seven Member States 
(Estonia, France, Ireland, Luxembourg, 
Latvia, Spain and Sweden) which still do 
not use the electronic modules AFIS/ECR 
for electronic reporting to do so quickly in 
order to improve their data quality and 
timeliness of reporting before the end of 
2009; welcomes in this context the fact 
that Germany is implementing together 
with OLAF a pilot project for the 
introduction of a web-based reporting 
system.

Or. en
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Amendment 15
Iratxe García Pérez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Urges the eight Member States (Estonia, 
France, Germany, Ireland, Luxembourg, 
Latvia, Spain and Sweden) who still do 
not use the electronic modules AFIS/ECR 
for electronic reporting to do so quickly in 
order to improve their data quality and 
timeliness of reporting before the end of 
2009;

4. Urges the Member States who still do 
not use the electronic modules AFIS/ECR 
for electronic reporting to do so quickly in 
order to improve their data quality and 
timeliness of reporting before the end of 
2009;

Or. es

Amendment 16
Iratxe García Pérez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Stresses that the classification of the 
irregularity (indicating whether or not it is 
a case of suspected fraud) is an element of 
the reporting by the Member States that 
needs to be strengthened, given the fact 
that four Member States (France, Ireland, 
Luxembourg and Spain) have still not 
provided any qualification at all and three
other Member States (Denmark, Germany
and Sweden) could provide the 
classification only for a limited part of their 
reported irregularities;

5. Stresses that the classification of the 
irregularity (indicating whether or not it is 
a case of suspected fraud) is an element of 
the reporting by the Member States that 
needs to be strengthened, given the fact 
that various Member States have still not 
provided any qualification at all and other 
Member States could provide the 
classification only for a limited part of their 
reported irregularities;

Or. es
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Amendment 17
Giovanni Robusti

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Regrets that notwithstanding all direct 
beneficiaries of EU cohesion policy have 
to be published by the Managing 
Authorities under the rules governing the 
implementation of the Funds 2007-2013 
(Commission Regulation (EC) No 
1828/2006), the database on the 
Commission website is incomplete; urges 
therefore the Member States and the 
Commission to comply fully and timely 
with this transparency obligation before 
June 2009, the deadline set by Parliament's 
resolution.

6. Regrets that notwithstanding all direct 
beneficiaries of EU cohesion policy have 
to be published by the Managing 
Authorities under the rules governing the 
implementation of the Funds 2007-2013 
(Commission Regulation (EC) 
No 1828/2006), the database on the 
Commission website is incomplete; urges 
therefore the Member States to comply 
fully and timely with this transparency 
obligation before June 2009, the deadline 
set by Parliament's resolution, and calls on 
the Commission to establish penalties for 
the responsible authorities in the event of 
delays in respect of that transparency 
obligation or non-fulfilment thereof.

Or. it

Amendment 18
Emmanouil Angelakas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Regrets that notwithstanding all direct 
beneficiaries of EU cohesion policy have 
to be published by the Managing 
Authorities under the rules governing the 
implementation of the Funds 2007-2013 
(Commission Regulation (EC) No 
1828/2006), the database on the 
Commission website is incomplete; urges 
therefore the Member States and the 
Commission to comply fully and timely 
with this transparency obligation before 

6. Regrets that notwithstanding all direct 
beneficiaries of EU cohesion policy have 
to be published by the Managing 
Authorities under the rules governing the 
implementation of the Funds 2007-2013 
(Commission Regulation (EC) No 
1828/2006), the database on the 
Commission website is incomplete; calls, 
therefore, on the Commission to work 
together with the Member States to speed 
up the flow of database information with 
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June 2009, the deadline set by Parliament's 
resolution.

a view to more effective operation on a 
transparent basis; urges, moreover, the 
Member States and the Commission to 
comply fully and timely with this 
transparency obligation before June 2009, 
the deadline set by Parliament's resolution.

Or. el

Amendment 19
James Nicholson

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Endorses the Commission's position 
that, where irregularities are detected, 
corrective action, including the suspension 
of payments and the recovery of undue or 
erroneous payments, will be taken, and 
that it will report to Parliament at least 
twice a year on the measures it takes in 
this respect; 

7. Endorses the Commission's position 
that, where irregularities are detected, 
corrective action, including the suspension 
of payments and the recovery of undue or 
erroneous payments, will be taken; recalls 
that the Commission should report four 
times a year on the progress achieved in 
the implementation of its Action Plan;

Or. en

Amendment 20
Emmanouil Angelakas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Endorses the Commission's position 
that, where irregularities are detected, 
corrective action, including the suspension 
of payments and the recovery of undue or 
erroneous payments, will be taken, and that 
it will report to Parliament at least twice a 
year on the measures it takes in this 
respect.

7. Endorses the Commission's position 
that, where irregularities of a serious 
nature are detected, corrective action, 
including the suspension of payments and 
the recovery of undue or erroneous 
payments, will be taken, and that it will 
report to Parliament at least twice a year on 
the measures it takes in this respect; 
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nevertheless, calls on the Commission to 
step up its efforts to support the Member 
States in preventing irregularities and 
transferring the necessary expertise to the 
competent national and regional 
authorities.

Or. el

Amendment 21
Emmanouil Angelakas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7a. Calls on the Commission to take 
account of the administrative cost which 
Member States' national, regional and 
local administrations have to bear in 
applying the often complex and expensive 
requirements involved in monitoring and 
checking cofinanced projects;

Or. el

Amendment 22
Jean Marie Beaupuy

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7a. Welcomes the quality of the results 
achieved in virtually all projects and, in 
order not to adversely affect the proper 
implementation of the structural funds, 
draws attention to the need to avoid 
creating confusion between:
- administrative irregularities that must be 
corrected,
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- fraud (i.e. 0.16% of payments made by 
the Commission between 2000 and 2007) 
that must be punished;

Or. fr

Amendment 23
Emmanouil Angelakas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7b. Stresses that the necessary 
improvement in the situation regarding 
sound financial management must be 
based on more extensive simplification of 
the rules and procedures governing the 
use of Community resources.

Or. el

Amendment 24
Emmanouil Angelakas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7c. To this end, calls on both the 
Commission and the Member States to 
work methodically to provide advice on 
ways of avoiding irregularities and 
administrative errors and failings.

Or. el
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