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Amendment 23
Daciana Octavia Sârbu

Proposal for a directive
Recital 2 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2a) Mental health should be treated 
equally to physical health as the former is 
closely associated with coronary heart 
disease, cancer and other illnesses such as 
diabetes. People with severe mental health 
problems are mostly exposed to social 
stigma, poverty, limited housing options 
and difficulties in accessing physical 
health care, thus contributing to 
increased cost from lost worker 
productivity.

Or. en

Amendment 24
Anja Weisgerber

Proposal for a directive
Recital 4 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(4a) Discrimination on the grounds of 
disability calls for a specific, co-ordinated 
procedure taking account of the 
responsibilities of the Member States. 
Many Member States already possess 
legislation providing for the protection of 
people with disabilities. Positive measures 
should continue to be taken to promote 
the equal treatment of people with 
disabilities, particularly in the form of 
targeted action to address the needs of 
people with disabilities and increased 
availability of the necessary funding to 
enable them to take an active part in 
society. In the context of the EU Health 
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Strategy the Commission and the Member 
States should work towards the 
development of guidelines for a common 
definition of ‘disability’.

Or. de

Amendment 25
John Bowis

Proposal for a directive
Recital 9

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(9) Therefore, legislation should prohibit 
discrimination based on religion or belief, 
disability, age or sexual orientation in a 
range of areas outside the labour market, 
including social protection, education and 
access to and supply of goods and services, 
including housing. It should provide for 
measures to ensure the equal access of 
persons with disabilities to the areas 
covered.

(9) Therefore, legislation should prohibit 
discrimination based on religion or belief, 
disability, age or sexual orientation in a 
range of areas outside the labour market, 
including social protection, education and 
access to and supply of goods and services, 
including housing and health. It should 
provide for measures to ensure the equal 
access of persons with disabilities to the 
areas covered.

Or. en

Amendment 26
John Bowis

Proposal for a directive
Recital 12 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(12a) Discrimination is understood to 
include denial of medical treatment on the 
grounds of age alone.

Or. en



AM\759133EN.doc 5/9 PE416.701v01-00

EN

Amendment 27
Daciana Octavia Sârbu

Proposal for a directive
Recital 19 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(19a) Member States should support 
partnerships of people with learning 
disabilities and/or mental health problems 
to spread awareness of their rights, 
present proposals for improved services 
and facilitate access to information on 
new medicines and innovative treatments.

Or. en

Amendment 28
Riitta Myller

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 a – paragraph 1 (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Article 2a
Definitions

1. Persons with disabilities include those 
who have long-term physical, mental, 
intellectual or sensory impairments which 
in combination with various barriers may 
hinder their full and effective 
participation in society on an equal basis 
with others.   

Or. xm

Justification

The definition of ‘persons with disabilities’ should be the same in all the Member States, to 
ensure equal treatment. Accordingly the definition of ‘persons with disabilities’ applied in the 
directive should correspond to the definition used in the UN Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities.
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Amendment 29
Riitta Myller

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 a – paragraph 2 (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. ‘Universal design’ means the design of 
products, environments, programmes and 
services to be usable by all people, to the 
greatest extent possible, without the need 
for adaptation or specialised design. 
‘Universal design’ shall not exclude 
assistive devices for particular groups of 
persons with disabilities where this is 
needed.

Or. en

Justification

To ensure genuine and non-discriminatory access for people with disabilities to goods 
available to the public, it is desirable to promote goods usable by all. Accordingly, a 
definition of ‘universal design’ should be added to the directive corresponding to the 
definition in the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

Amendment 30
John Bowis

Proposal for a directive
Article 4 – paragraph 1 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

a) The measures necessary to enable 
persons with disabilities to have effective 
non-discriminatory access to social 
protection, social advantages, health care, 
education and access to and supply of 
goods and services which are available to 
the public, including housing and transport, 
shall be provided by anticipation, including 
through appropriate modifications or 

a) The measures necessary to enable 
persons with disabilities to be consulted 
about their care needs and to have 
effective non-discriminatory access to 
social protection, social advantages, health 
care, education and access to and supply of 
goods and services which are available to 
the public, including housing and transport, 
shall be provided by anticipation, including 
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adjustments. Such measures should not 
impose a disproportionate burden, nor 
require fundamental alteration of the social 
protection, social advantages, health care, 
education, or goods and services in 
question or require the provision of 
alternatives thereto.

through appropriate modifications or 
adjustments. Such measures should not 
impose a disproportionate burden, nor 
require fundamental alteration of the social 
protection, social advantages, health care, 
education, or goods and services in 
question or require the provision of 
alternatives thereto.

Or. en

Amendment 31
Riitta Myller

Proposal for a directive
Article 4 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. For the purposes of assessing whether 
measures necessary to comply with 
paragraph 1 would impose a 
disproportionate burden, account shall be 
taken, in particular, of the size and 
resources of the organisation, its nature, 
the estimated cost, the life cycle of the 
goods and services, and the possible 
benefits of increased access for persons 
with disabilities. The burden shall not be
disproportionate when it is sufficiently 
remedied by measures existing within the 
framework of the equal treatment policy 
of the Member State concerned. 

deleted

Or. fi

Justification

The definition of ‘disproportionate burden’ in the directive is far too broad, and does not 
guarantee adequate protection for people with disabilities. 
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Amendment 32
Riitta Myller

Proposal for a directive
Article 4 – paragraph 2 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2a The Member States shall pay 
particular attention to the possibility of 
access to electronic services for people 
with disabilities.   

Or. fi

Justification

There is an increasing trend for public services to be provided via the electronic network, and 
yet we have no real knowledge of particular groups’ ability to access these services. We need 
to do all in our power to prevent the exclusion of people with disabilities from the information 
society.

Amendment 33
Anja Weisgerber

Proposal for a directive
Article 4 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Article 4a
Equal treatment in the health field 

1. In view of the subsidiarity principle and 
the Member States’ consequent 
responsibilities for ensuring compliance 
with the principle of equal treatment, it is 
necessary to give priority to strategies for 
disease prevention; furthermore, political 
strategies in the health field must also 
take account of environmental factors 
with a particular impact on the health of 
vulnerable groups such as people with 
disabilities, whose health is particularly 
susceptible to harmful environmental 



AM\759133EN.doc 9/9 PE416.701v01-00

EN

factors.
2. The Member States shall take the 
necessary measures to ensure that 
citizens’ rights and the responsibilities of 
citizens for their own health are promoted 
and protected, inter alia by measures to 
promote health literacy enhancement 
programmes and to support a healthy 
lifestyle for all sectors of society.
3. The Commission shall promote specific 
training programmes for staff and 
ancillary staff working in the health 
sector.

Or. de

Amendment 34
Urszula Krupa

Proposal for a directive
Article 12 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. Member States shall designate a body or 
bodies for the promotion of equal treatment 
of all persons irrespective of their religion 
or belief, disability, age, or sexual 
orientation. These bodies may form part of 
agencies charged at national level with the 
defence of human rights or the safeguard of 
individuals’ rights, including rights under 
other Community acts including Directives 
2000/43/EC and 2004/113/EC.

1. Member States shall, where they deem it 
necessary, designate a body or bodies for 
the promotion of equal treatment of all 
persons irrespective of their religion or 
belief, disability, age, or sexual orientation. 
These bodies may form part of agencies 
charged at national level with the defence 
of human rights or the safeguard of 
individuals’ rights, including rights under 
other Community acts including Directives 
2000/43/EC and 2004/113/EC.

Or. pl
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