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Amendment 9
Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Strongly welcomes the adoption of the 
European Economic Recovery Plan 
outlining coordinated action by Member 
States and the Commission to tackle the 
economic crisis. The Plan is based on the 
principle of solidarity and social justice 
and is in line with the Lisbon Strategy. Its 
proposed measures will contribute to 
deeper and long-term structural reforms;

1. Welcomes the adoption of the European 
Economic Recovery Plan outlining 
coordinated action by Member States and 
the Commission to tackle the economic 
crisis. Its proposed measures will 
contribute to deeper and long-term 
structural reforms;

Or. en

Amendment 10
Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Strongly welcomes the adoption of the 
European Economic Recovery Plan 
outlining coordinated action by Member 
States and the Commission to tackle the 
economic crisis. The Plan is based on the 
principle of solidarity and social justice 
and is in line with the Lisbon Strategy. Its 
proposed measures will contribute to 
deeper and long-term structural reforms;

1. Strongly welcomes the adoption of the 
European Economic Recovery Plan 
outlining coordinated action by Member 
States and the Commission to tackle the 
economic crisis. The Plan is based on the 
principle of solidarity and social justice 
and is in line with the Lisbon Strategy. Its 
proposed measures will contribute to 
deeper and long-term structural reforms
and shall work towards the recovery of 
EU´s regions, including those with 
permanent handicaps;

Or. en
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Amendment 11
Gerardo Galeote

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Requires the Commission to closely 
monitor the economic measures taken by 
Member States, so as to ensure that these 
do not violate free market competition, 
which has been an essential pillar of 
European integration and economic 
development since its foundation;

Or. en

Amendment 12
Emmanouil Angelakas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Considers that the EU Cohesion 
Policy, as the largest source of 
investments in the real economy, makes 
an important contribution to the 
European Economic Recovery Plan; 
recalls that more than 65% of its total 
allocation for the period 2007-2013 or 
EUR 230 billion in financial terms is 
already "earmarked" for investment in 
the four priority areas of the Lisbon 
strategy for growth and jobs, namely 
people, business, energy and 
infrastructure and research an 
innovation; strongly believes that those 
investments are essential in order to 
provide an effective response to the 
current financial crisis;

Or. en
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Amendment 13
Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses the fact that the Structural 
Funds are powerful tools, designed to help 
regions in their economic and social 
restructuring and thus to implement the 
actions under the Plan's four priority 
areas in order to boost the economy, and 
endorses their use, rather than 
precipitating the invention of new 
economic tools; notes that these actions 
complement those undertaken at the 
national level;

2. Stresses the fact that the Structural 
Funds are powerful tools, designed to help 
regions in their economic and social 
restructuring. The action proposed under 
the Plan's four priority areas in order to 
boost the economy, do not correspond to 
the current situation in the society and do
not constitute an immediate and drastic 
measure in order to halt the decline in the 
standard of living enjoyed by Europeans;

Or. en

Amendment 14
Emmanouil Angelakas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses the fact that the Structural 
Funds are powerful tools, designed to help 
regions in their economic and social 
restructuring and thus to implement the 
actions under the Plan's four priority areas 
in order to boost the economy, and 
endorses their use, rather than precipitating 
the invention of new economic tools; notes 
that these actions complement those 
undertaken at the national level.

2. Stresses the fact that the Structural 
Funds are powerful tools, designed to help 
regions in their economic and social 
restructuring and thus to implement the 
actions under the Plan's four priority areas 
in order to boost the economy, and 
endorses their use, rather than precipitating 
the invention of new economic tools; notes 
that these actions complement those 
undertaken at the national level; believes 
that due to the significant pressure on 
national budgets, EU cohesion policy 
funds and interventions should be 
accelerated, in order to give a timely boost 
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to the economy and provide support 
especially to people hit by the crisis;

Or. en

Amendment 15
Emmanouil Angelakas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Welcomes the Commission's 
legislative proposals which are parallel 
and complementary  to the European 
Economic Recovery Plan, to amend three 
of the existing Structural Funds 
Regulations 2007-2013; notes that the 
purpose of these legislative changes is to 
improve cash flow and liquidity in the 
Member States, facilitate the use of 
financial engineering instruments, 
simplify and broaden the use of flat rates 
and lump-sums costs, and expand the 
possibilities for support to investments in 
energy efficiency and renewable energy in 
housing; fully endorses these proposals 
and believes that their implementation 
can have an immediate positive effect on 
the ground;

Or. en

Amendment 16
Jan Olbrycht

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Supports the proposed changes to the 
implementation rules aiming to increase 

3. Supports the proposed changes to the 
implementation rules aiming to increase 
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the flexibility of the Structural Funds and 
to adapt them to meet the needs of the 
extraordinary economic circumstances. 
Nevertheless, encourages the Commission 
to look at the possibility of simplifying the 
existing instruments;

the flexibility of the Structural Funds and 
to adapt them to meet the needs of the 
extraordinary economic circumstances;

Or. en

Amendment 17
Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Supports the proposed changes to the 
implementation rules aiming to increase 
the flexibility of the Structural Funds and 
to adapt them to meet the needs of the 
extraordinary economic circumstances;
nevertheless, encourages the Commission 
to look at the possibility of simplifying the 
existing instruments;

3. Supports the proposed changes to the 
implementation rules aiming to increase 
the flexibility of the Structural Funds and 
to adapt them to meet the needs of the 
extraordinary economic circumstances with 
a long-term perspective; nevertheless, 
calls on the Commission to look at the 
possibility of simplifying the existing 
instruments;

Or. en

Amendment 18
Gerardo Galeote

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Supports the proposed changes to the 
implementation rules aiming to increase 
the flexibility of the Structural Funds and 
to adapt them to meet the needs of the 
extraordinary economic circumstances. 
Nevertheless, encourages the Commission 
to look at the possibility of simplifying the 

3. Supports the proposed changes to the 
implementation rules aiming to increase 
the flexibility of the Funds and to adapt 
them to meet the needs of the extraordinary 
economic circumstances; encourages the 
Commission on the simplification of the 
existing instruments;
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existing instruments;

Or. en

Amendment 19
Gerardo Galeote

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Urges the Commission and Member 
States to ensure that the measures 
adopted to accelerate, simplify and make 
more flexible the implementation of the 
structural and cohesion funds do not 
diminish their responsibility to control 
their implementation.

Or. en

Amendment 20
Marian Harkin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Highlights the important role that 
grass-root organisations play in 
promoting social cohesion and inclusion 
particularly during times of an economic 
crisis; calls on the Commission to ensure 
that any simplification of the Structural 
Funds will  include measures to reduce 
administrative burdens on such 
organisations;

Or. en
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Amendment 21
Jan Olbrycht

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Welcomes the establishment by the 
Commission of the expert group ("task 
force on simplification") working on 
further possible simplification of 
procedures for the implementation of 
Structural Funds; eagerly awaits further 
simplification proposals from the 
Commission foreseen for the beginning of 
2009;

Or. en

Amendment 22
Gerardo Galeote

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3b. Is particularly concerned by the 
asymmetric territorial impact of the crisis 
across the European territory, and urges 
the Commission and the Member States to 
take due account of the territorial 
cohesion objective in planning and 
implementing concrete measures to 
combat the economic crisis; asks, in 
particular, the Commission to ensure a 
suitable geographical balance when 
presenting the list of specific projects, 
requested by the European Council for 
strengthening investment in 
infrastructure and in energy efficiency;

Or. en
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Amendment 23
Iratxe García Pérez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Considers that measures, such as 
acceleration of payments, the use of lump 
sum payments and flat rates will stimulate 
the implementation of projects especially 
in infrastructure and the energy and 
environmental sectors;

4. Considers that measures, such as 
acceleration of payments, the use of lump 
sum payments and flat rates will stimulate 
the implementation of projects especially 
in infrastructure, energy and environmental 
sectors; regrets, nonetheless, that other 
important measures have not been taken, 
such as the possibility, only in 2009, to 
make interim payments when the opinion 
given by the Member State is without 
reservations even though the Commission 
has made observations (expenditures 
which are later proved  not to comply with 
the management and control system 
would be deducted from the first following 
application for payment);

Or. en

Amendment 24
Ramona Nicole Mănescu

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Considers that measures, such as 
acceleration of payments, the use of lump 
sum payments and flat rates will stimulate 
the implementation of projects especially 
in infrastructure and the energy and 
environmental sectors;

4. Considers that measures, such as 
flexibility and acceleration of payments, 
the use of lump sum payments and flat 
rates will stimulate the implementation of 
projects especially in infrastructure, energy 
and environmental sectors; in this regard, 
the Commission should provide Member 
States with clear guidance especially on 
the flat rate reimbursement systems;

Or. en
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Amendment 25
Jan Olbrycht

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Considers that measures, such as 
acceleration of payments, the use of lump 
sum payments and flat rates will stimulate 
the implementation of projects especially 
in infrastructure and the energy and 
environmental sectors;

4. Considers that measures, such as 
acceleration of payments, the use of lump 
sum payments and flat rates will stimulate 
and accelerate the implementation of 
projects especially in infrastructure and the 
energy and environmental sectors, and soft 
ESF projects;

Or. en

Amendment 26
Iratxe García Pérez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Underlines the importance of 
employment and business support 
measures for a successful economic 
recovery; calls on Member States to make 
wide use of Structural Funds to promote 
job creation, small to medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) and entrepreneurship;

5. Underlines the importance of 
employment and business support 
measures for a successful economic 
recovery; calls for decisive action to 
support the demand side of the economy, 
as well as measures to assist small and 
medium enterprises and local and 
regional authorities in order to maintain 
cohesion and to safeguard key investment 
and infrastructural projects; calls on 
Member States to make wide use of 
Structural Funds to promote job creation, 
small to medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) 
and entrepreneurship; 

Or. en
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Amendment 27
Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Underlines the importance of 
employment and business support 
measures for a successful economic 
recovery; calls on Member States to make 
wide use of Structural Funds to promote 
job creation, small to medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) and entrepreneurship;

5. Underlines the importance of business 
support measures, but above all 
employment measures for a successful 
economic recovery; calls on Member 
States to make wide use of Structural 
Funds to promote job creation, small to 
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs);

Or. en

Amendment 28
Ramona Nicole Mănescu

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Underlines the importance of 
employment and business support 
measures for a successful economic 
recovery; calls on Member States to make 
wide use of Structural Funds to promote 
job creation, small to medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) and entrepreneurship;

5. Underlines the importance of 
employment and business support 
measures for a successful economic 
recovery; calls on Member States to make 
wide use of Structural Funds to promote 
professional training, job creation, small 
to medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and 
entrepreneurship;

Or. en

Amendment 29
Gerardo Galeote

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5
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Draft opinion Amendment

5. Underlines the importance of 
employment and business support 
measures for a successful economic 
recovery; calls on Member States to make
wide use of Structural Funds to promote
job creation, small to medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) and entrepreneurship;

5. Underlines the importance of 
employment and business support 
measures for a successful economic 
recovery; calls on Member States to wide 
use of Structural Funds to secure job 
creation, and to promote SMEs and 
entrepreneurship;

Or. en

Amendment 30
Marian Harkin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Stresses the importance of social 
economy enterprises such as cooperative 
financial institutions in contributing to 
sustainable economic models and 
promoting financial inclusion; calls on 
the Commission to support such 
enterprises by reducing bureaucratic 
obstacles in obtaining Community 
funding;

Or. en

Amendment 31
Gerardo Galeote

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Urges banks and financial institutions 
to make full use of the facilities granted to 
them to maintain and support lending to 
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the economy and pass on key interest 
rates reductions to borrowers;

Or. en

Amendment 32
Gerardo Galeote

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Encourages Member States to make 
more frequent use of the possibilities made 
available by the European Investment Bank 
and in particular the financial instruments 
JESSICA and JEREMIE; underlines the 
importance of JASPERS for project 
preparation;

6. Encourages Member States to make 
more frequent use of the possibilities made 
available by the European Investment Bank 
and the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development, and in 
particular the financial instruments 
JESSICA and JEREMIE, as well as the 
recently created Jasmine Initiative to 
develop microfinance institutions in 
Europe in support of growth and 
employment; underlines also the 
importance of JASPERS for project 
preparation;

Or. en

Amendment 33
Filiz Hakaeva Hyusmenova

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Encourages Member States to make 
more frequent use of the possibilities made 
available by the European Investment Bank 
and in particular the financial instruments 
JESSICA and JEREMIE; underlines the 
importance of JASPERS for project 
preparation;

6. Encourages Member States to make 
more frequent use of the possibilities made 
available by the European Investment Bank 
and in particular the financial instruments 
JESSICA and JEREMIE; calls on the 
Commission to consider simplification of 
conditions for funds’ allocation from the 



AM\764401EN.doc 15/17 PE418.386v01-00

EN

last two instruments; underlines the 
importance of JASPERS for project 
preparation;

Or. en

Amendment 34
Lambert van Nistelrooij

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Encourages the Commission to increase 
technical assistance to Member States in 
order to improve the projects' quality and
efficiency of project implementation;

7. Encourages the Commission to increase 
technical assistance to Member States in 
order to improve the projects' quality and 
efficiency of project implementation; 
stresses the immediate need for 
dissemination of information to local and 
regional authorities on the modification 
of the strategic and operational plans by 
the authorities on this matter;

Or. en

Amendment 35
Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Encourages the Commission to increase 
technical assistance to Member States in 
order to improve the projects' quality and 
efficiency of project implementation;

7. Encourages the Commission to increase 
technical assistance to Member States in 
order to improve the projects' quality and 
efficiency of project implementation and 
proposes the development of a Europe
wide emergency fund, in order to help the 
Member-States to address future crisis of 
the nature of the current one;

Or. en
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Amendment 36
Filiz Hakaeva Hyusmenova

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Encourages the Commission to increase 
technical assistance to Member States in 
order to improve the projects' quality and 
efficiency of project implementation;

7. Encourages the Commission to increase 
technical assistance to Member States and 
to encourage the exchange of best 
practices between regions in order to 
improve the projects' quality and efficiency 
of project implementation;

Or. en

Amendment 37
Gerardo Galeote

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7a (new) 

Draft opinion Amendment

7a. Calls for adequate detailed criteria 
and standards to be developed for close 
monitoring and permanent reassessment 
of the effectiveness of the recovery plans 
at national and regional level, bearing in 
mind that the full extent of the crisis 
cannot yet be totally assessed;

Or. en

Amendment 38
Jean Marie Beaupuy

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8
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Draft opinion Amendment

8. Calls on the Commission to monitor the 
effects of the changes in the 
implementation of the Structural Funds, 
and to take its observations into account 
in the mid-term review of the Community 
strategic guidelines on cohesion.

8. Calls on the Commission to monitor the 
effects of the changes in the 
implementation of the Structural Funds, 
and to evaluate in 2010 the effectiveness 
of the reforms undertaken under the 
above-mentioned procedures.

Or. en

Amendment 39
Emmanouil Angelakas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8

Draft opinion Amendment

8. Calls on the Commission to monitor the 
effects of the changes in the 
implementation of the Structural Funds, 
and to take its observations into account in 
the mid-term review of the Community 
strategic guidelines on cohesion.

8. Calls on the Commission to monitor the 
effects of the changes in the 
implementation of the Structural Funds, 
and to take its observations into account in 
the mid-term review in its proposals for 
the next generation of Structural Funds 
programmes.

Or. en
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