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DIRECTORATE-GENERAL - INTERNAL POLICIES
Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety

NOTICE to MEMBERS

Oral Question No 8/6/2004 by Erna Hennicot-Schoepges

Please find below an oral question to the Commission, pursuant to Rule 187 of 
Parliament's Rules of Procedure.

Subject: Alcopops

As long ago as 1997 Eryl McNally, MEP, issued a statement raising the issue of 
pre-mixed drinks or alcopops and the risks they pose to public health. That issue, which 
was too quickly forgotten, is now all the more pressing given the increased popularity of 
these products, in particular among young people. 

The Commission hid behind the subsidiarity argument, pointing out that 'health policy is 
essentially a matter for the Member States.' Indeed, many Member States (including 
Germany, for example) have implemented an energetic policy of taxing alcopops and 
informing consumers about the dangers they pose.

However, given that this is a consumer protection issue, Parliament should continue to 
contribute to the implementation of a preventive policy at European level. The legal basis 
for such action is the Commission's competence in the sphere of public health and food 
safety for issues relating to labelling and food safety.

In the light of the above, could the European Commission provide me with an assessment 
of the policies implemented to combat alcopops and the various national approaches 
taken. That assessment should focus in particular on two issues:

1. What measures can the European Union take to acknowledge officially that these 
products are harmful and to curb advertising of these products, advertising aimed 
primarily at young people?
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2. What steps can be taken to introduce deterrent taxation which reflects the shared 
determination of the EU Member States to combat alcopops and to ensure that the 
relevant rules cannot be circumvented through the creation of new 'attractive' 
products (powdered alcohols, for example)?
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