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DIRECTORATE-GENERAL - INTERNAL POLICIES
Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety

NOTICE to MEMBERS

Oral Question No 3/6/2005 by Christa Klaß, Dagmar Roth-Behrendt, Karl-Heinz Florenz, 
Bart Staes and Friedrich-Wilhelm Graefe zu Baringdorf

Please find below an oral question to the Commission pursuant to Rule 187 of Parliament's Rules 
of Procedure.

Subject: Regulation (EC) No 1774/2002 concerning catering waste 

Regulation (EC) No 1774/2002 in conjunction with the Commission Decision of 12 May 2003 
(328/2003/EC) allows, on the basis of transitional measures, the feeling of catering waste and 
hence complete recycling until no later than 31 October 2006.

- What has the Commission learned from its inspections, and which inspections took place 
where?

- Are there indications that on the premises inspected (in which liquid feed was produced from 
catering waste for fattening pigs) substances were not processed properly, thus failing to ensure 
prophylaxis, as a result of which immediate action had to be taken to close premises down?

- How is catering waste monitored in EU Member States?

- What action is taken to prevent illegal movements, e.g. dumping in forests or fields and 
unheated feeding to farmed animals?

- Does the Commission have an overview of disposal methods and the quality thereof? If so, can 
that overview be forwarded to Parliament?

Current EU rules (Regulation (EC) No 178/2002, Directive 2000/60/EC and Regulation (EC) 
No 999/2001) prevent practicable methods of reusing catering waste, e.g. processing in biogas 
and composting plants, since, in future, it will be very difficult to spread compost and 
fermentation residues from biogas plants with animal material on agricultural land in the 
quantities expected and in the light of the insistence on zero tolerance of animal material in feed.
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Why, then, are the transitional periods for the feeding of catering waste to fattening pigs not 
being extended until the alternatives for hygienic reuse and disposal of catering waste (use in 
biogas and composting plants) are appropriately validated, and made feasible, by changes in 
legislation?
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