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DIRECTORATE-GENERAL - INTERNAL POLICIES
Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety

NOTICE to MEMBERS

Oral Question No 4/6/2005 by Richard Seeber

Please find below an oral question to the Commission, pursuant to Rule 187 of Parliament's 
Rules of Procedure.

Subject: Alpine Convention

The Alpine Convention is an international agreement whose purpose is to preserve the natural 
ecosystem of the Alps and promote sustainable development there.
The framework convention was ratified by the EC as long ago as 1996, but, with the exception of 
the protocol on the accession of the Principality of Monaco to the Alpine Convention, none of the 
implementing protocols, which lay down details of implementation with specific reference to 
particular subjects, have yet been ratified.
On 7 June 2005 the Commission adopted a proposal for the signature of the protocols to the 
Alpine Convention concerning soil conservation, energy and tourism.
The protocol on transport is one of the key elements of the Convention and prohibits the 
construction of new transit roads through the Alps, which is particularly important in order to 
protect the sensitive mountain regions in the Alps.
In addition to the Alps, there are other cross-border mountain areas in the EU such as the 
Pyrenees and the Carpathians, and altogether highly sensitive mountain regions comprise some 
30% of the total area of Community territory and are home to around 30 m people.

1. What will the Commission do to promote sustainable development of these ecologically 
highly sensitive mountain regions and to take greater account of their specific problems in EU 
policies?

2. What importance does the Commission attach to the transport protocol, and what will the 
Commission do to accelerate its ratification by the EC? 

3. Does the Commission expect the protocols on soil conservation, energy and tourism to be 
ratified by the EC in the first half of 2006?
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