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DIRECTORATE GENERAL - INTERNAL POLICIES
Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety

NOTICE to MEMBERS

Oral Question no. 7/6/2006 by Hiltrud Breyer, Claude Turmes, Margrete Auken, Friedrich-
Wilhelm Graefe zu Baringdorf, Bart Staes, on behalf of the Greens/EFA Group

Pursuant to Rule 187 of the Rules of Procedure, please find below an oral question to the 
Commission.

Subject: Rotten meat - Implementation of food safety legislation

The recent and repeated scandals involving meat unfit for human consumption (rotten 
meat) in Germany and its export to several Member States as well as the wide-spread 
presence of unauthorised GM rice varieties in rice sold throughout the EU have raised 
serious questions about the functioning of official food controls in the Member States. 
On the basis of EU Regulation (EC) No 882/2004, Member States are obliged to reform 
their official food and feed controls so that they are organised on a risk base and with 
appropriate frequency. This regulation is obviously not (yet) properly implemented in 
some Member States.

1. Which measures does the Commission suggest to ensure risk-based and independent 
controls in the member states, to prevent health risks linked to meat unfit for 
consumption and to ensure that such waste does not find its way into the food chain?

2. Is the Commission prepared to draw up an EU directive on consumer information, in 
analogy to Directive 2003/4/EC on public access to environmental information, which 
would facilitate access to information about the companies involved in the fraud and 
the distribution of the material unfit for human consumption along the food chain?

3. Is the Commission ready to take an initiative on publishing the names of food business 
operators who do not comply with the legislation in an open and transparent EU 
register? Should the system of "smileys", which are applied in some member states, be 
applied throughout the EU?
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