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DIRECTORATE GENERAL - INTERNAL POLICIES
Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety

NOTICE to MEMBERS

Oral Question no. 10/6/2006 by Avril Doyle

Pursuant to Rule 187 of the Rules of Procedure, please find below an oral question to the 
Commission.

Subject: Wild Bird Trade in the EU

The temporary ban on the import of wild birds which was put in place in October 2005 
due to fears of Avian Influenza will expire at the end of December 2006. Importing wild 
birds into the EU holds risks for the introduction and spread of animal diseases and also 
raises serious animal welfare questions. Mortality among imported wild birds is 
estimated to be high as 60 percent before point of sale. The European Food Safety 
Authority has recently published a report and an opinion on "Animal Health and welfare 
risks associated with the import of wild birds other than poultry into the European 
Union". It concludes that the welfare of birds captured in the wild and imported into the 
EU is extremely poor and that mortality rates are unacceptably high. Furthermore, most 
birds sold in the pet trade could be bred within the EU and do not need to travel long 
distances from third countries. Partial or complete bans on the commercial import of 
wild birds are already in place in Australia, Canada, and, significantly, in the USA - the 
world's former largest importer. The EU is clearly lagging behind international 
standards in animal welfare on this issue.

1. Can the Commission provide any further data on the numbers of wild birds imported 
into the EU and the accompanying mortality and disease rates?

2. Will the Commission make the current temporary ban on the import of wild birds a 
permanent ban?

3. How is the Commission tackling the problem of illegal trade in wild birds?
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