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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0773/2005 by Jürgen Sachansky (German), on alleged 
discrimination against EU citizens of non-Slovak origin in Slovakia

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner has been informed by the Slovak authorities that, under Slovak law, only 
Slovak nationals are entitled to apply to register imported automobiles, while he, an EU 
citizen with a permanent residence in Slovakia, is not allowed to do so since he is not a 
Slovak citizen. In addition, non-Slovak EU citizens resident in Slovakia are not entitled to 
vote in municipal elections.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 20 December 2005. Information requested from the Commission 
under Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 7 May 2007.

In his petition to the European Parliament, Mr Jürgen Sachansky complains that only Slovak 
nationals are entitled to register imported automobiles in the Slovak Republic, a privilege 
withheld from nationals of other Member States.

The Commission is aware of the problem regarding the registering of vehicles imported from 
other Member States into the Slovak Republic and is currently scrutinising its national 
legislation so as to establish whether it is compatible with Community law. Following various 
complaints regarding obstacles to the registering in the Slovak Republic of second-hand 
vehicles and vehicles imported from other Member States, the Commission contacted the 
Slovak Government in order to establish whether its legislation and administrative practices 
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were compatible with the principle of the free movement of goods. Having carefully 
considered the reply from the national authorities, the Commission initiated infringement 
proceedings under Article 226 of the EC Treaty. On 18 October 2006, it forwarded a letter of 
formal notice concerning infringement of Article 28 of the EC Treaty by the Slovak Republic. 
If consideration of the reply thereto received in December 2006 shows it to be necessary, the 
Commission will continue proceedings under Article 226 of the EC Treaty.

Mr Jürgen Sachansky also raised another issue, indicating that the Slovak authorities were not 
allowing European Union residents to participate in municipal elections.

Under Directive 94/80/EC, European Union citizens are entitled to vote and stand as 
candidates in municipal elections in their Member State of residence1.

The Commission has contacted the Slovak Permanent Representation with a view to ensuring 
effective implementation of the Directive's provisions. The Commission will inform the 
European Parliament of the outcome of those deliberations with regard to Mr Jürgen 
Sachansky's petition.

4. Further Commission reply, received on 7 March 2008

The petitioner claims that the Slovak authorities prohibit him from registering an imported car 
as he is not a  Slovak citizen. 

The Commission is aware of the problems presented by the petitioner in the course of the 
infringement procedure 2005/4843. The Commission has opened an infringement procedure 
against the Slovak Republic for an alleged violation of the principle of free movement of 
goods based on the registration conditions for second hand cars. On 29 June 2007, the 
Commission sent a Reasoned Opinion to the Slovak authorities. In September 2007, The 
Slovak authorities replied presenting the new legislation which should rectify the 
infringement. The service responsible is examining the legislation at issue in detail. Although 
the nationality requirement laid down in the Art. 16 (11) is not under scrutiny in this 
infringement procedure, it should be noted that in the draft presented by the Slovak authorities 
the provision at issue is abolished. The amendment to Act No 725/2004 was published and 
entered into force on 1 January 2008. 

In the update letter of 16/07/2007 addressed to the Parliament’s Petition Committee the 
petitioner confirmed himself that the problem of discrimination on the grounds of nationality
in Slovakia does not exist anymore. As to the additional questions regarding registration of 
second-hand cars raised by the complainant in the same letter, it has to be explained, that 
these questions are addressed in the infringement procedure Nr. 2005/4843 mentioned above. 
The petitioner is an official complainant in this infringement procedure; therefore he is and 
will be updated on all further developments of this case. The new legislation was also sent to 
the petitioner in the course of the infringement for any comments.

                                               
1 Council Directive 94/80/EC of 19 December 1994 laying down detailed arrangements for the exercise of the 
right to vote and stand as a candidate in municipal elections by citizens of the Union residing in a Member State 
of which they are not nationals (OJ L 368, 31.12.1994).
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