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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0905/2007 by Mr Vasile Tomoiaga (Romanian), concerning 
discrimination against colour-blind persons who cannot obtain driving 
licences in Romania

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner criticizes Romanian legislation which denies colour-blind persons the right to 
obtain driving-licences. The petitioner argues that such legislation is discriminatory as colour-
blind persons have the right to hold driving licences in other EU member states. The 
petitioner considers that arguments of Romanian authorities according to which colour-blind 
persons are likely to produce more road accidents would be without fundament. The petitioner 
asks the European Parliament to pressure Romanian authorities to review its legislation so that 
colour-blind citizens are able to obtain driving licences as it is the case in other EU countries.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 19 February 2008. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 17 July 2008.

I. The petition
The petitioner criticizes Romanian legislation which denies colour-blind persons the 
right to obtain a driving licence. The petitioner argues that such legislation is 
discriminatory as colour-blind persons have the right to hold driving licences in other 
EU Member states. The petitioner asks the European Parliament to put pressure on the 
Romanian authorities to review this legislation so that colour-blind citizens are able to 
obtain driving licences as is the case in other EU countries.
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II. The Commission's comments on the petition

The minimum standards of physical and mental fitness for driving a power-driven 
vehicle are laid down in Annex III of Directive1 91/439/EEC on driving licences. 
Point 6 of that Annex, dealing with eyesight and driving, does not mention colour-
blindness as a disease which could prevent a person from obtaining a driving 
licence. 

The same will apply when the provisions of the forthcoming Directive2 on driving 
licences will be applicable in 2013.

On request of the Member States the European Commission undertook work in 
2004 in order to update some provisions of Annex III of Directive 91/439/EEC, 
including those regarding eyesight. A working group composed of ophthalmologists 
from different EU Member States made proposals but none of them were related to 
colour-blindness. In the opinion of these physicians, this disease does not constitute 
a specific problem to be addressed when assessing fitness to drive. The report on 
their work and conclusions has been published3 on the website of the Directorate-
General for Energy and Transport.

III. Conclusion

According to Community legislation, colour-blindness is not a counter-indication with 
regard to fitness to drive. Furthermore, no mention of this disease has been made in 
the latest report on eyesight and driving submitted by a working group of European 
ophthalmologists convened by the Commission.

The Romanian authorities will be informed of these comments by the Commission and 
invited to consider them in view of possible developments in domestic legislation on 
driving licences for colour-blind people. 

                                               
1 Directive 91/439/EEC of 29 July 1991 on driving licences, OJ L 237, 24.8.1991, p. 1
2 Directive 2006/126/EC of 20 December 2006 on driving licences OJ L 403/18 30.12.2006 p.18

3 http://ec.europa.eu/transport/roadsafety/behavior/fitness_to_drive_en.htm: "new standards for the visual 
functions of the drivers".
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