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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1136/2007 by Heinz-Peter Schepputat (German), on protection of the 
Rhine valley from the construction of a CO pipeline by the Bayer Material 
Science company

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner protests at the commencement of work on a carbon monoxide pipeline through 
the Rhine valley, maintaining that no account has been taken of the environment and the 
safety of local residents and indicating that the 65-kilometre pipeline will run through parks, 
forest land and fields and close to residential areas. It appears that the project was waved 
through in 2004 by the North Rhine-Westphalian parliament on the strength of the jobs being 
promised by the company. The petitioner calls on the committee to take action to halt the 
work and investigate to what extent the project constitutes a threat to rare flora and fauna.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 25 March 2008. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 26 September 2008.

This petition relates to the construction of a 68 kilometre-long carbon monoxide pipeline 
through the Rhine valley. 

The petitioner complains that the construction works started without either respect of the
environment or of the safety of local residents by indicating that the pipeline will run through 
recreation areas, woods and fields and close to residential areas. 
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The petitioner further claims that the project was pushed through in 2004 by the North Rhine-
Westphalia parliament without taking into account the environmental effects and on the 
strength of the jobs being promised by the company. 

The project referred to by the petitioner falls within the scope of Council Directive 
85/337/EEC1 on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the 
environment (the “EIA Directive”) as amended by Directives 97/11/EC2 and 2003/35/EC3. 
Under this Directive projects likely to have significant effects on the environment by virtue, 
inter alia, of their nature, size or location, must be made subject to an assessment of their 
environmental effects prior to development consent.

When an environmental impact assessment (EIA) is carried out, the likely environmental 
effects of the project must be identified and assessed, and measures to avoid, reduce and, if 
possible, remedy significant adverse effects must be proposed.

According to the available information, a full impact assessment procedure (EIA) for the 
construction of the pipeline was carried out, in accordance with the provisions of the EIA 
Directive. The development consent (Planfeststellungsbeschluss) of the above mentioned EIA 
was granted by the Düsseldorf district government on 14.2.2007 (file n°5418/8- BIS) and was 
published in the affected localities' official journals.

Conclusions

Under these circumstances, the Commission cannot identify any breach of European 
Community Environment Law and is unable to follow these matters further.
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