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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1241/2007 by Pasquale Greco (Italian), on behalf of the Manduria 
Partito dei Verdi per la Pace, on the Chidro river desalination plant in 
Manduria 

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner is seeking action by the European Parliament to halt the construction of the 
Chidro river desalination plant in Manduria (Apulia), maintaining that it is situated in a site of 
community importance (SIC IT913001 ‘Torre Colimena’) a Natura 2000 area and a regional 
wildlife park (‘Riserva del Litorale Tarantino Orientale’). The petitioner maintains that the 
construction of the EU-funded plant is motivated by concerns relating more to financial 
considerations than the question of water supply. He refers to figures produced by the 
waterworks - which is also seeking to build the desalination plant - showing that 49% of water 
intended for the final consumer is currently lost. The petitioner argues that the plant will 
damage the sensitive local ecosystem and takes the view that a public awareness campaign 
and efficient water management would supply more water than an environmentally 
destructive desalination plant costing € 50 million.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 18 April 2008. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 26 September 2008.

The petitioner criticises the construction of the desalination plant in Manduria (Apulia) with 
EU funds claiming that it will be located within the site of Community importance "Torre 
Colimena" designated under Council Directive 92/43/EEC, the Habitats Directive,1 causing 
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damage to local ecosystems.

The petitioner also refers to the loss of water for final consumption and argues the efficiency 
of the desalination plant.

The Commission would like to point out that, according to the information available, the 
construction of the desalination plant referred to by the petitioner has not received EU 
funding. 

The Commission understands that the desalination plant referred to in the petition is to be 
built within the Natura 2000 site "Torre Colimena". However, it would like to note that 
Directive 92/43/EEC does not prevent new economic developments to take place in Natura 
2000 sites as long as the responsible authorities have full regard to the established obligations 
and safeguards laid down in Article 6 of this directive in order to ensure that the ecological 
integrity of the site is protected.

The Commission has examined the matters raised by the petitioner and considers there is no 
substantive evidence as to how precisely the desalination plant is likely to damage the site in 
question. The Commission is, therefore, of the view that the likely effects of the desalination 
plant on the Natura 2000 site will have to be determined by the responsible environmental 
authorities. The choice of location of the discharge pipe for the brine effluents from the 
desalination plants will, in this context, be of particular importance to prevent any damage to 
marine species.

Conclusions

The Commission has examined the matters raised by the petitioners and, on the basis of the 
information available, concludes that there is no indication of Community law being infringed 
at this time.


