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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0675/2007 by Imelda Read (British), on behalf of the European 
Cervical Cancer Association, on measures to combat cervical cancer

1. Summary of petition

According to the petitioner, there are 50 000 cases of cervical cancer among women each 
year, half of which are fatal. Up to 80% of cases could be prevented by systematic preventive 
examinations and modern technology properly applied would even have the potential to 
prevent almost every case. The petitioner accordingly urges the European Parliament to seek 
the implementation of an efficient cervical cancer prevention programme, to support the 
introduction of a public health information programme so that all women are informed of the 
importance of cervical cancer prevention and able to take advantage of existing opportunities, 
to encourage the exchange of best practices within Europe and independent research in this 
area and, finally to recognise and support the major role played by charitable organisations, 
NGOs and patient support groups.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 4 December 2007. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 21 October 2008.

The European Commission has actively supported the development of evidence-based best 
practice in cervical cancer screening since its 2nd Europe against Cancer programme (1990-
1994). The support of the European Community for the cervical cancer screening networks 
led to the publication of the 1st edition of the EU guidelines for quality assurance in cervical 
cancer screening in 1993. This was followed up by the 3rd Europe against Cancer Programme 
(1996-2002).
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The evidence-based European Code against Cancer since 1987 recommends European 
citizens to participate in organised high quality cancer screening programmes. Following a 
review of its supporting evidence in June 2003 the participation in pap test screening for early 
detection of cervical cancer screening is still unchanged.

On 2 December 2003 the Council adopted the Council Recommendation for cancer screening, 
which describes the basic framework for any high quality population based cancer screening 
programme. In its annex, pap test screening for cervical cancer is listed as one of the 
three cancer screening methods which, on the basis of the available scientific evidence, are 
recommended for introduction in the Member States.

Since 2004 the sustained support of the European Community under the public health 
programme 2003 to 2008 allowed the European Cancer Network (ECN) to finalise the 2nd 
edition of the guidelines for quality assurance in cervical cancer screening, which had initially 
been prepared by the European Cervical Cancer screening network until 2003. The 2nd 
edition has just appeared and was presented to the European public on 7 February 2008 during 
the Slovenian Presidency Conference "The burden of Cancer - How it can be reduced".

The 2nd edition of the guidelines for quality assurance in cervical cancer screening will be 
further updated in the near future under sustained support from the European Public health 
programme 2003 to 2008 under a contract selected in 2006 by the Public Health Executive 
Agency. Following a consultation process on HPV vaccination and its impact on cervical 
cancer prevention which will involve the ECDC in Stockholm, the WHO IARC in Lyon, the 
European Cancer Network, EUNICE, ECCG and other international experts the EU 
guidelines will be updated by chapters on HPV diagnostics and HPV vaccination and its 
follow-up within cervical cancer screening programmes.

The European Commission, through its Framework Programmes for Research, is also 
supporting research on cervical cancer and Human Papilloma Virus (HPV), as part of the 
activities undertaken within its Health Priority. In this context, € 12, 5 million are being 
currently devoted to this area as a result of efforts undertaken in the 6th Framework 
Programme (2002-2006). Main areas covered include the epidemiology of HPV and the role 
of its different types in cancer development, the assessment of the cost-effectiveness of 
screening protocols and the development of new therapeutic strategies for vaccination.

The Health Priority of the 'Cooperation' Programme of the 7th Framework Programme (2007-
2013) proposes reinforced efforts in the field of cancer research as well as public health 
research, which will certainly provide openings for research on cervical cancer and HPV. 
Indeed, the 2007 call for proposals of this priority included 4 different subjects of relevance to 
this issue, including: improved vaccination coverage, effective screening policies and novel 
cancer screening methods. As an outcome of this call, negotiations are underway for the 
project AUTOCAST (possible EC contribution of € 3 million) aiming, by using cervical 
cancer and HPV as a model system, at developing a novel automated cancer screening 
technology for use as a rapid "point of care" diagnostic device. Such an initiative may have an 
impact on current cervical screening programmes particularly in the context of HPV 
vaccination.

The European Parliament, the Council, the European Code as well as the Council 
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recommendation put weight behind the importance of compliance of Citizens with 
participation in high quality screening programmes. Therefore Health Authorities as well as 
advocacy, patient and experts organisations, including ECCA, should not lessen their effort to 
promote high quality population based screening in all Member States and to motivate 
Citizens to actively seek participation in organised high quality screening programmes.

Finally, the Commission will report on the implementation of the Council Recommendation 
in the Member States, which will undoubtedly also cover cervical cancer screening.
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