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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1305/2007 by Mr. Pat Dineen (Irish), on risk hazard related to unsafe 
entry/exit towards their property 

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner protests against the fact that further to the EU-funded realignment of the N69 
Tralee-Listowel road, the entry/exit road to his property is now connected to the blind bend of 
the road where cars pass by at about 50km/h. The petitioner explains that his activity in the 
agricultural sector involves daily transport of livestock by trailer and the current situation 
exposes him and his wife to constant danger. He considers that local authorities have ignored 
EC Directive 96/96/EC and have not carried out a roadworthiness test for motor vehicles and 
trailers before the completion of the works. The petitioner maintains that although there are 
solutions to his problem and he has written several letters to Kerry County Council and the 
National Roads Authority engineer, he has yet to receive any answer.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 5 May 2008. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 21 October 2008.

The petitioner is a farmer. He complains about the bad construction of the intersection he has 
to use to arrive at his property. The construction of the junction has been co-funded with 
money from the EU. The petitioner claims that according to directive 96/96/EC1 there should 
have been a test carried out before the works were completed. The protests of the petitioner to 
Kerry County Council have not resulted in any change.

                                               
1 Council directive 96/96/EC of 20 December 1996 on the approximation of the laws of the Member States 
relating to roadworthiness tests for motor vehicles and their trailers, OJ L 46, 17.2.1997, p. 1
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The petition relates to a serious question on road safety, namely how infrastructure like 
intersections should be planned and constructed to avoid possible accidents.

However the Directive 96/96/EC on roadworthiness tests for motor vehicles and their trailers 
is not relevant for the testing or auditing of infrastructure.

Road safety impact assessments, road safety audits and safety inspections are new elements in 
the improvement of road safety infrastructure. They are included in the European 
Commission's proposal for a Directive on road infrastructure safety management1, which was 
made on 5 October 2006. The proposal passed its first reading in the European Parliament on 
19 June 2008 and adoption by the Council is pending.

Since this legislation has not yet been adopted and is therefore not in force, there is no EU 
legislation to support the petitioner's case.

                                               
1 COM(2006) 569 final


