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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1471/2007 by Mr Theodoros Pitikaris (Greek), on rejection of an 
application for postgraduate study

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner, who has a degree from a Greek technical education institute (TEI) and a BSc 
in computing information technology from the British University of Surrey, complains that 
his applications to the universities of Crete and Athens respectively to be accepted for 
postgraduate study have been rejected, among other things on the grounds that his British BSc 
is no longer recognised by DOATAP (the Hellenic National Academic Recognition and 
Information Center) as being comparable to a Greek university degree. He consequently asks 
the European Parliament to take up his case.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 29 May 2008. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 22 October 2008.

I) The petition

The petitioner mentions that he has a degree in Management of Tourism Business from a 
Greek TEI (Technological Educational Institution) and a Bachelor's degree (B.Sc.) in 
Computing Information Technology from the University of Surrey, U.K.  He applied to the 
Department of Computer Sciences of the University of Crete and to the University of Athens 
(Postgraduate Programme in Management and Economics of Telecommunications Networks) 
to follow post-graduate studies. The University of Crete has asked him for a statement of 
academic equivalence from DOATAP (National Academic Recognition Centre) for his B.Sc. 
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degree. It appears from the information included in the petition that the University of Athens 
has not yet made a final decision on his application.  The petitioner considers that EU law has 
been infringed through lack of knowledge of the Greek authorities and is asking for advice for 
possible ways of resolving his problem.

II) The Commission's comments on the petition

The subject of the petition is the academic recognition of qualifications, which aims to allow 
people to pursue their studies in another Member State. At the present stage of development 
of Community law, the recognition of diplomas for academic purposes falls within the 
competence of Member States. Each Member State is responsible for the content and 
organisation of its education system. Universities that are autonomous institutions are entirely 
responsible for the content of their curricula and for awarding diplomas and certificates to 
students. The authorities of the Member States have the right to require the academic 
recognition of qualifications before allowing access to education and they can evaluate 
whether the content of the education received by the holder of a diploma corresponds to the 
level that is required by the national legislation. They are equally free to fix the rules 
governing this type of procedure. They are obliged, however, not to apply any direct or 
indirect discrimination on grounds of nationality, in accordance with art. 12 of the Treaty. 

The University of Crete has asked the petitioner for the academic recognition of his B.Sc. in 
Computing Information Technology before considering his application to follow post-
graduate studies in the Department of Computer Sciences, as is allowed by EU law. As 
explained above, the national authorities and the Universities have the right to require the 
academic recognition of qualifications before allowing access to education. 

The University of Athens does not appear to have taken a formal decision, as yet, on the 
application of the petitioner to follow post-graduate studies there.  The University of Athens is 
equally entitled to request the formal recognition of the petitioner’s UK degree.

III) Conclusion

From the information included in the petition, it appears that no breach of Community law has 
occurred. 
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