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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1504/2007 by Dr Asztrik Várszegi (Hungarian), on behalf of the 
Hungarian Congregation of Benedictines, on the rights of this congregation 
relating to immovable property in Slovakia

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner is a bishop and abbot of the Hungarian Congregation of Benedictines. He 
explains that his Congregation has rights to the castle of Rusovce and its associated 
immovable assets, as these were gifted in a will to the predecessor of the Congregation in 
1946 by Princess Stéphanie of Belgium and her husband, Count Elemér Lónyai. Under the 
Treaty of Paris, Rusovce fell within the territory of Czechoslovakia and in 1948 it was 
confiscated by the Czech authorities.

On 20 September 2007, the National Council of the Slovak Republic adopted Resolution 533 
that, among other things, establishes the indisputability of any actual situation ensuing from 
the implementation of the so-called Beneš Decrees after the Second World War. The main 
objective of these decrees was to strip certain groups of the Czechoslovakian population at 
that time, particularly ethnic Germans and Hungarians, of their citizenship and confiscate 
their property. One of the consequences of Resolution 533 is that the situation that then arose 
has been made irreversible, which will have an impact on jurisprudence relating to claims for 
damages made by victims of the Beneš Decrees. The petitioner claims that the right to 
compensation for certain groups of the population is restricted by the Resolution. He is 
therefore of the opinion that this is discrimination on the grounds of nationality, race and 
ethnicity and seeks the assistance of the European Parliament.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 2 June 2008. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 22 October 2008.



PE415.088 2/2 CM\750404EN.doc

EN

The petitioner complains about violation of the Hungarian Benedict Congregation's rights to 
property restitution in Slovakia. The case has been brought before national courts, including 
the Constitutional court.

Under the Treaty establishing the European Community and the Treaty on European Union, 
the European Commission has no general powers to intervene in individual cases of violations 
of fundamental rights. It can do so only if an issue of European Community law is involved.  
From the information provided by the petitioner it was not possible to establish any link 
between the case referred to and Community law.

Anyone who considers that any of her or his fundamental rights have been violated may lodge 
a complaint with the Council of Europe's European Court of Human Rights (Council of 
Europe, 67075 Strasbourg-Cedex, France). However, the Court may only deal with a matter 
after all domestic remedies have been exhausted.


