
CM\750407EN.doc PE415.091

EN EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
2004 










 2009

Committee on Petitions

22.10.2008

NOTICE TO MEMBERS
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1. Summary of petition

The petitioner refers to a number of major shortcomings in the treatment of hazardous 
hospital waste in Greece. In this connection he mentions the special incinerators on waste 
disposal sites in Ano Liosia in Athens and the firm of Sterimed Ltd.: he doubts that these 
comply with the requirements for the treatment of hazardous waste. The petitioner fears that 
this unacceptable state of affairs may have serious consequences for the environment, the 
groundwater and public health, and calls on the European Parliament to investigate to what 
extent hospital waste in Greece is treated in accordance with the relevant EU legislation.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 20 June 2008. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 22 October 2008.

I. The petition

The petitioner indicates that despite the existence of strict environmental legislation regarding the 
handling of hospital waste in Greece since 2003, the law is not being respected with hospital 
waste being transported and treated in a way that poses risks to human health and the 
environment. He believes the companies entrusted with handling hospital waste in Greece do not 
comply with the prescribed requirements and provides some evidence in this respect.

According to the petitioner, the requirements concerning the proper handling of hospital waste 
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have been laid down in national legislation, namely the JMD (Joint Ministerial 
Decision) 37591/03, which provides that such waste must be either incinerated or sterilised. It 
appears from the information provided by the petitioner that these requirements are not 
properly complied with or executed by the national authorities due to a lack of proper waste 
treatment infrastructure and enforcement of the law.

As a result, hospital waste is transported in uncontrolled conditions and stored in illegal 
warehouses, which poses threats to human health and the environment. No information is 
provided as regards the location of such warehouses, but the petitioner quotes the name of the 
company which allegedly mismanages waste and he provides photographic evidence of the 
situation.

II.  The Commission’s comments on the petition

Community legislation on waste provides general requirements which apply to the management 
of waste, including waste from human or animal health care. In particular, Directive 2006/12/EC 
on waste1 indicates that Member States shall take the necessary measures to ensure that waste is 
recovered or disposed of without endangering human health or the environment.

Medical waste, such as that referred to in the petition, would be classified as hazardous. Directive 
91/689/EEC on hazardous waste2 obliges Member States to ensure that in the course of 
collection, transport and temporary storage, waste is properly packaged and labelled in 
accordance with the international and Community standards in force. Where hazardous waste is 
transferred, it should be accompanied by an identification form containing details as required by 
the directive. Member States shall take the necessary measures to require that on every site 
where tipping (discharge) of hazardous waste takes place the waste is recorded and identified.

Directives need to be transposed and implemented into national law in the Member States. It is, 
therefore, the Greek national legislation, namely the JMD (Joint Ministerial Decision) 37591/03
that directly applies. Furthermore, the national competent authorities are responsible for the 
enforcement of national legislation preventing specific risks related to waste transport and 
management. Individual cases should thus be resolved through national administrative and 
judicial procedures.

The Commission, in its role as the guardian of the Treaties, monitors whether Community 
legislation is properly implemented. In the event of non-compliance, the Commission can take 
legal steps against the Member State in question.

III.  Conclusions

In the light of the information provided by the petitioner, the Commission is of the opinion that 
there might be indications of problems with the enforcement of Community legislation in the 
field of the management of hazardous waste (in particular hospital waste) in Greece. The 

                                               
1 OJ L 114, 27.4.2006, p. 9 (Directive currently under revision – see: 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/strategy.htm)
2 OJ L 377, 31.12.1991, p. 20 (Directive currently under revision – see: 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/strategy.htm)
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Commission does not have detailed information concerning this particular case (namely the 
location of illegal waste storage facilities), but it will contact the Greek authorities to seek 
clarification on this issue and ensure any appropriate follow-up. 

Should the petitioner be of the opinion that Community legislation has been breached, the 
Commission would like to encourage him to file a complaint containing the necessary details at: 
http://ec.europa.eu/community_law/index_en.htm. 
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