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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0125/2008 by Rita and Ortwin Uhl (German), on failure by the 
authorities to act to deal with aircraft noise around Speyer landing field

1. Summary of petition

The petitioners complain about the failure of the authorities of Rhineland-Palatinate to deal 
with the noise caused at all hours of the day and night by aircraft at Speyer landing field. 
Speyer cathedral, a world cultural heritage site, is also endangered. Yet the authorities have 
not been able to ascertain that any offence has been committed; on the other hand, at the 
weekend they leave supervision to unpaid volunteers from flying clubs. The petitioners 
consider their fundamental rights to be violated. They have applied to the European 
Commission with a citizens' initiative. 

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 27 June 2008. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 21 October 2008.

I. The petition

The petitioners complain about the failure of the authorities of Rhineland-Palatinate to deal 
with the noise caused at all hours of the day and night by aircraft at Speyer landing field. 
Speyer cathedral, a world cultural heritage site would also be endangered. However, the 
authorities have not been able to ascertain that any offence has been committed, although it 
may be worth noting that, at the weekend, they leave the supervision to unpaid volunteers 
from flying clubs. 
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The petitioners consider their fundamental rights to be violated. They have applied to the 
European Commission with a citizens' initiative.

II.   The Commission’s comments on the petition 

Applicable Community legislation as regards evaluation and management of the noise in the 
environment is Directive 2002/49/EC1. This directive leaves it to the discretion of the 
Member States to decide on the limit values for noise and other measures aimed at reducing 
noise. In accordance with the directive, Member States must draw up strategic noise maps and 
action plans aimed at managing the ambient noise for agglomerations with more than 250 000 
inhabitants and for all major airports. Strategic noise maps had to be drawn up before 30 June 
2007 while the corresponding action plans had to be adopted after consultation and 
participation of the public by 18 July 2008. 

According to the Directive 2002/49/EC a "major airport" shall mean a civil airport, designated 
by the Member State, which has more than 50 000 movements per year (a movement being a 
take-off or a landing), excluding those purely for training purposes on light aircraft. 

The German authorities have informed the European Commission that the airport of Speyer is 
not a major airport and because of the size of Speyer (50 000 inhabitants) there are no 
reporting obligations concerning the noise maps required under Directive 2002/49/EC. 

III.   Conclusions 

In view of the above and of the information communicated by the petitioner, there is no 
evidence Community legislation is being infringed. 

                                               
1 OJ L 189, 18.7.2002, p. 12-25
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