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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0172/2008 by Michalis Vomvas (Greek), on behalf of the citizens’ 
association ‘Ktima Fix’, bearing 9 other signatures, on the protection of the 
green area of Ktima Fix in Irakleio Attikis and its transfer to local residents

1. Summary of petition

On behalf of the above-mentioned citizens’ association, the petitioner calls for the protection 
of one of the few remaining green areas in the eastern part of the Athens region, ‘Ktima Fix’ 
in Irakleio Attikis, and of the protected building in this area which is of unique architectural 
and historical value. He also considers that the area should be transferred to the ownership of 
local residents. Since the competent Greek authorities are currently considering changing the 
area's protected status, and since its ownership and place within the governmental structure 
have not yet been clarified, the petitioner calls on the European Parliament to ensure that the 
EU environmental legislation is correctly applied in connection with the decisions to be taken 
on the future of this vital green area.  

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 1 July 2008. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 21 October 2008.

The petition 

The petitioners are the Residents' Committee of the municipality of Neo Iraklio, Attica. They 
request an evaluation of the acts and alleged omissions of public administration officials 
during the management of the case Fix Estate, especially with regard to transparency and 
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related rights and obligations of public administration and citizens, the European Community 
policies on education and culture, and the environment. 

According to the petitioners, the Fix Estate, comprising 28,000 square meters (including a 
building), is the only historical-cultural monument and 'green lung' in an otherwise densely
populated area. The main issues at stake concern the ownership of the Fix Estate (Greek State 
or Fix heirs) and its status as listed protected monument, two issues that will determine the 
possibility of granting the Estate to the use of the local community as a place for leisure and 
cultural activities. 

A legal conflict between the Fix heirs and the Greek State arose in mid-1980s over the 
ownership of 15,000 m². While a court decision was pending, a joint Decision of Ministries of 
Finance, Environment & Public Works and Culture was issued in the beginning of 2002 
stating that 15.000 m² belonged to the State and that the Fix Estate was to be compulsory 
purchased for the purposes of the Culture Olympiad. Whilst legal ownership rights of the Fix 
heirs were confirmed by a court judgement in June 2002, the State lodged an appeal against 
this judgement and the Minister of Culture published a decision listing the Fix Estate as a 
monument (albeit wrongly citing the State as the owner of the entire Estate and the decision 
being taken one day before the relevant Law on the listing of monuments and their grounds 
entered into force). The State did not deposit the interim price for the compulsory purchase by 
the foreseen deadline, thereby resulting in the cancellation of the process and the annulment 
of the Ministerial decision of 2002 two years later. At the same time, a plea for dissolution 
introduced by the State in 2003 was found admissible by the State Legal Council. In 2005, 
and whilst the legal procedure was in course, the State introduced a waiver from its plea, with 
the objective of purchasing the estate from the Fix heirs and grant its use to the local 
community. As a result, an application previously introduced by the Fix family to 'de-list' the 
Fix Estate as a protected monument was found admissible for examination. 

The petitioners argue that the State did not treat the waiver in a confidential manner, the 
relevant service (Secretary General for Olympic Utilisation) did not have authority or 
competence in the matter and, further, accompanied the waiver by an opinion which omitted 
important elements. As the petitioners argue, once the State's waiver took effect, the Fix heirs 
became owners of the entire estate without the sale of the estate having been secured 
beforehand (as initially foreseen) and their request to 'de-list' the Fix estate as protected 
monument became admissible for examination.  

According to the petitioners, the fact that the State waived its plea for dissolution of the Fix 
Estate in 2005 without having taken the necessary steps for its purchase from its legal owners, 
as well as the management of the case in the period 2002-2004 (ie. decision for compulsory 
purchase and listing as protected monument) form a series of unjustifiable actions that do not 
serve the public interest.  

Position of the Commission

Whilst acknowledging the sensitivity of the case for the local community, the Commission 
wishes to recall that it does not have legal competence in the matter. Community action in the 
field of culture, including the protection of cultural heritage, is based on article 151 of the EC 
Treaty. Article 151 provides that the Community contributes to the flowering of the cultures 



CM\750439EN.doc 3/3 PE415.102

EN

of the Member States, while respecting their national and regional diversity and bringing the 
common cultural heritage to the fore. Community action aims at encouraging cooperation 
between Member States and, if necessary, supporting and supplementing their action.

Conclusion

The protection and promotion of national cultural heritage falls under the authority of 
Member States. 

The Commission notes that the petitioners have already addressed themselves to the 
competent national authorities in order to request further information and clarifications with 
regard to the case, and expresses the hope that their request will be treated in an appropriate 
manner.    


	750439en.doc

