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Subject: Petition 0218/2008 by Riccardo Forte (Italian), on behalf of Coordinamento 
Motociclisti, on road safety for motorcyclists

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner, in common with many motorcyclists, is concerned about road safety for 
motorcyclists. Crash barriers and poor road surface quality represent particularly serious risks 
to motorcyclists. He calls on the European Parliament in particular to review European 
Standard EN1317 on road restraint systems, and to have existing crash barriers replaced with 
a new, safer type. The petitioner’s association, Coordinamento Motociclisti, has collected on 
its website more than 2000 photos of motorcyclists who support his petition.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 11 July 2008. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 22 October 2008.

The petitioner is concerned about road safety for motorcyclists and particularly about road 
restraint systems (barriers), which presents a serious risk of death and injury when 
motorcyclists hit them. 

The Commission pays particular attention to the safety of motorcyclists and other vulnerable 
road users. The directive on driving licences1, which will be applicable from 19 January 2013, 
strengthens the staged access to motorcycle riding from light motorcycles to the most 
                                               
1 Directive 2006/126/EC of 20 December 2006 on driving licences OJ L 403/18 30.12.2006 p.18
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powerful ones and to improve motorcyclists' safety. The Commission has also funded a 
project called "Initial Rider Training" which aimed to improve the training of applicants for 
motorcycle driving licences.

Motorcyclists' safety is not only a behavioural issue, but is also related to the safety of road 
infrastructure. In this respect:

- following an agreement in first reading, Parliament and Council are about to adopt a 
Directive1 on road infrastructure safety management, which aims to ensure that the safety of 
all road users is integrated into all phases of planning, design and operation of road 
infrastructure;
- guardrails to reduce the impact severity in case of collision of a motorcyclist with safety 
barriers are currently being considered by the Technical Committee on Road Equipment of 
the European Committee for Standardization (CEN). On 13 June 2008 this Committee
adopted a resolution with the purpose of adding a part to the standard EN1317, which 
contains provisions for the evaluation of the performance of safety barriers under impact by a 
powered two-wheeled vehicle rider who is sliding along the ground. 
Once this part has been formally adopted by the technical committee of the CEN it will be 
applicable in the European Union without further legislative action.

Conclusion

Adding this new provision to the existing standard EN1317 will address the petitioners' 
concern.

                                               
1 COM(2006) 569 final of 5.10.2006
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