
CM\750447EN.doc PE415.110

EN EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
2004 










 2009

Committee on Petitions

22.10.2008

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0310/2008 by Marco Speicher (German), on admission to the practical 
year of his medical course

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner is a medical student. He has taken his studies at an extremely fast pace and would 
like to be admitted to the practical year of the course. But such admission is not feasible because 
Directive 2005/36/EC states that to be recognised in all the EC Member States the study of 
medicine must comprise at least six years or 5 500 hours of study. This requirement means that 
the petitioner will have to wait from December 2007 to February 2009 – more than 14 months –
before he can be admitted to the practical year. To comply with the Directive’s requirements he 
must also remain enrolled as a student throughout that time and continue to pay college fees, even 
though he is not receiving any instruction. The petitioner is frustrated at being penalised for his 
enthusiasm in this way. He asks Parliament to help.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 18 July 2008. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 22 October 2008.

Before starting in Germany his basic medical training, the petitioner had completed a different 
scientific study. For this reason, he was granted academic recognition of some subjects. The 
petitioner indicates that since December 2007, he has fulfilled all conditions to start the 
practical part, which is an essential part of the basic medical training as such. According to 
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the petitioner, Directive 2005/36/EC1 would prevent him from starting the practical part of his 
basic medical training.
The objective of Directive 2005/36/EC is to allow for mobility of professionals in the EU by 
ensuring recognition of their professional qualifications. For doctors, this recognition 
mechanism is based on the harmonisation of minimum training requirements, principally 
related to training duration, Member States being authorised to have more demanding training 
requirements than that defined in the directive. This minimum harmonisation ensures a 
sufficient level of mutual trust so that all Member States have to recognise automatically -
without verifying the migrant's training - the diploma attesting to compliant training in other 
Member States.

The Commission's role is to ensure that Member States, whilst transposing the directive, meet 
the minimum training standards. The Commission is satisfied with the way German law has 
done so for doctors. 

However, the Commission has no role in assessing how German Universities organise their 
teaching curricula and apply it to individual students (also in respect of academic recognition 
granted for some subjects of the training that had already been completed before); this is the 
task of German supervisory bodies which have to make sure that German law is obeyed. 

Concerning interpretation of the directive, the Commission would like to stress the fact that 
Article 24 of Directive 2005/36/EC needs to be read in conjunction with Articles 25 and 28 
dealing respectively with general practitioners and specialist training. These articles refer to 
basic training of 6 years duration necessary before commencing specialist training and leave 
no room for alternatives.

In addition to what is stated above, 6 years is a minimum duration and several Member States 
have chosen to go beyond this. Consequently, 7 years is not uncommon.

Conclusion
Based on the above, it may be concluded that admission to the practical part of the basic 
medical training falls within the competence of German authorities. 

                                               
1 Directive 2005/36/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 7 September 2005 on the recognition 
of professional qualifications, OJ L 255 of 30.9.2005, p. 22.
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