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Motion for a resolution on the pursuit of the ratification procedures for the 
Treaty of Lisbon

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Treaty of Lisbon amending the Treaty on European Union and the 
Treaty establishing the European Community, signed in Lisbon on 13 December 20071,

– having regard to its resolution of 20 February 2008 on the Treaty of Lisbon2,

– having regard to Rule 103(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas the parliamentary procedures for the approval of the Treaty of Lisbon have been 
accomplished in 24 Member States,

B. whereas following the referendum held on 12 June 2008 in Ireland that Member State is 
not at present in a position to ratify the Treaty of Lisbon,

C. whereas a crises of confidence has arisen between citizens of the European Union and its 
institutions; nevertheless convinced that the Treaty of Lisbon represents a decisive step 
towards overcoming this crises of confidence through a strengthening of the role of the 
European Parliament and national parliaments, as well as the European citizens (citizens' 
initiative), a strengthening of the individual and social rights of European citizens and a 
strengthening of the capacity to act,

D. whereas the institutional reforms contained in the Treaty of Lisbon are urgently needed in 
order to ensure that the European Union functions smoothly and in a balanced manner, 
with full democratic scrutiny,

E. whereas for important political events of the year 2009, notably the European elections 
and the setting up of a new European Commission, clarity is required about the 
institutional provisions which will apply, since this will have consequences for the 
composition of the newly elected European Parliament, the structure and investiture of the 
new Commission and the smooth functioning of the EU institutions,

F. whereas  the entry into force of the Treaty of Lisbon prior to the European elections of 
2009 will allow for rapid and substantial achievements such as faster and more effective 
decision making, for example in the fields of energy security, fight against terrorism and 
organised crime as well as more participation of citizens in European politics;

G. whereas countries which are candidates for accession to the European Union have a 
legitimate interest in seeing that its institutions are rapidly reformed so as to make it 

                                               
1 OJ C 306, 17.12.2007, p. 1.
2 Texts adopted, P6_TA(2008)0055.
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capable of further enlargements,

H. whereas recent international developments like the conflict between Russia and Georgia, 
the financial crisis and the increase of energy prices make it clear that the European Union 
needs to play a much more coordinated and coherent role as would be possible in the 
framework provided by the Treaty of Lisbon,

I. whereas a further delay in the ratification process would entail serious political risks on
account of the danger of unexpected or unpredictable developments,

1. Reiterates and confirms its endorsement of the Treaty and the need for its ratification in 
the Member States of the Union to be achieved as soon as possible;

2. Insists that all possible efforts be deployed to ensure that the Treaty of Lisbon can enter 
into force before the European elections of 2009, since the non-entry into force of the 
Treaty would have a series of consequences in relation, inter alia, to the application of the 
Charter of Fundamental Rights, the greatly enhanced powers of the European Parliament 
through the extension of codecision, the qualified-majority decision-making, and prior 
scrutiny by national parliaments, the composition of the Commission and the European 
Parliament, the appointment of the Union's High Representative for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy, the longer-term Presidency of the European Council.

3. Notes that the number of Commissioners will be less than the number of Members States 
if the new Commission is appointed under the provisions of the Treaty of Nice;

4. Calls on the responsible authorities of Sweden and the Czech Republic to accomplish the 
relevant procedures before the end of the current year;

5. Appreciates the in-depth analysis by the Irish government of the causes for the negative 
outcome of the referendum and invites it to come forward in the near future with a 
concrete proposal establishing the conditions under which the ratification procedure could 
be resumed in Ireland, respecting its democratic rules;

6. Is aware of many of the concerns expressed by Irish citizens in the context of the 
referendum and is convinced that such concerns can be met without amending the treaty;

7. Strongly expects that the European Council in December will reach a final agreement 
which will open the way for Ireland to resume the ratification procedure in spring 2009;

8. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the European Council, to the Council,
to the Commission and to the national parliaments of the EU Member States.
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