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Introduction:

In its meeting of 28 October 2004, the Conference of Presidents, having considered the opinion 
of the Committees on Foreign Affairs and Development, adopted the programme of delegation 
activities for the second part of 2004 put forward for approval by the Conference of Delegation 
Chairmen. This programme included the visit of a working group to Argentina.

A working group from the Delegation for Relations with Mercosur and the countries of South 
America paid such a visit in June 2000 and an ad hoc delegation did so from 27 November to 4 
December 2002. The chairman on both occasions was Mr Rolf LINKOHR.

Internal situation:

At the end of 2001, the economic situation in Argentina had become unsustainable. The 
President, Mr Fernando de la RUA, who had come to power in December 1999 at the head of the 
Alliance, a coalition formed by the Radical Civil Union and the Front for National Solidarity 
(FREPASO), was in a highly unstable position after the departure from the government of the 
FREPASO leader, Carlos 'Chacho' ÁLVAREZ, who had been Vice-President of the Government 
and President of the Senate. This rift in the Alliance, in the opinion of some of the people we 
spoke to, triggered the political crisis which ultimately led to the resignation of President de la 
RUA.

The President's resignation set off a political crisis which saw a succession of five presidents in 
the space of a week (January 2002), including Adolfo RODRÍGUEZ SAA, who decided to 
suspend payments on the public debt of 132 billion USD. Congress eventually chose the Peronist 
Justicialist Party candidate, Eduardo DUHALDE, who had stood in the presidential elections, 
losing to de la RUA.

Despite the enormous political and economic difficulties, all appointments to the Presidency 
were made with the utmost respect for the laws in force. This testifies to the consolidated and 
firmly rooted position of democracy in Argentina.

The economic collapse of the country, with negative economic growth from 1998, the resulting 
general impoverishment of the people and the enormous social instability which led to social 
unrest, forced the government to take drastic measures:

Ø abandoning the 1:1 peso-dollar parity, devaluing the peso and hence leading to further 
deterioration in the economy

Ø changing dollar deposits into pesos (the so-called 'corralito'),
Ø confirming the default on debt repayments
Ø controlling the export of currency
Ø agreeing controls on spending with the provinces 

Eduardo DUHALDE called elections in March 2003. In the first round, with 19 candidates, two 
Justicialist candidates emerged: the ex-president, Carlos MENEM, and Néstor KIRCHNER. 
Following the polls' predictions of the results, the former pulled out of the second round.
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Nevertheless, the electoral campaign demonstrated that a split had formed between the citizens 
and political parties and ruling class which had created true crises of governability at moments.

Changes in the Chamber of Deputies and the Senate in October 2003 favoured the Peronists, 
who now have 130 and 41 seats respectively. This now gives the President a governing majority 
which makes the task of the government much easier.

The KIRCHNER government has successfully repositioned Argentina on the road to growth, 
with an increase of 9% in GDP in 2003 and a predicted 7% and 5% for 2004 and 2005 
respectively. This will then reach the level of the 1998 GDP. This growth is largely due to 
exports since the effective devaluation of more than 60%. Moreover, the increase in the price of 
oil, which Argentina exports, and the price and quantity of raw material exports, have put the 
Argentine balance of payments into a position of surplus, estimated at 14 billion dollars in 2004.

Of the raw materials, transgenic soya is becoming increasingly important thanks, above all, to 
the Chinese market and the competitive change in the Argentine peso. Some of those we spoke 
to indicated the risk that Argentina would become a mere exporter of raw materials with no 
added value.

Domestic consumption is also currently pushing economic growth.

Argentina's position internationally has also improved, with fully re-established trade relations 
with Asian countries such as China, Vietnam and Korea.

President KIRCHNER firmly supports the development of both Mercosur and the initiative 
towards the South American Union. Practically all those with whom we have spoken have 
emphasised the importance of the forthcoming third Meeting of the Presidents of the Andean 
Community, Mercosur, Chile, Guyana and Suriname on 9 December in Cuzco when the 
'founding act' is expected to be adopted.

With respect to the European Union, negotiations on the trade agreement for political dialogue 
and cooperation have been suspended until March 2005, after the failure of the most recent 
round of negotiations. Each party accused the other of a lack of political will. Both would like to 
see improvements in the terms offered, Argentina in agriculture (better access to European 
markets, especially for beef and poultry), and the EU in the services and industrial products 
sector. All those with whom we speak are asking the delegation to intervene and make the EU 
executive aware of the need to make a 'gesture' on agriculture which would allow the 
negotiations to be swiftly concluded.

The renegotiation and payment of the public debt continues to be one of the major problems of 
the current government which has always shown itself to be willing to pay, despite the debt 
having been partly entered into by non-democratic governments and therefore considered a 'bad 
debt', with terms to be negotiated by both parties. The private debt exchange offer has been 
postponed to March 2005, as the creditors did not accept the proposal for a 'release' reduction put 
forward by Argentina. The current position, as indicated to us by the Minister of Economy, Mr 
Roberto LAVAGNA, would be for the load to be distributed between Argentina, the loan-issuing 
banks and savers. The delegation put on record at the different meetings that a large part of the 
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debt is held by small savers, especially pensioners, in Italy (around 250 000) and, to a lesser 
degree, in Germany.

Renegotiation of the public debt with the international financial authorities has also been 
postponed until results are released of the discussions with investors in the private debt. The EU 
has indicated that it is aware of the fact that European banks bear a certain responsibility, having 
issued the loans, as do the intermediaries who acted in the purchase of the loans. In this sense, it 
was recorded that a law is being drafted in Italy recognising the responsibility of the banks.

An agreement on the debt would allow the country's image to be improved and repositioned on 
the international financial markets.

The President has had the economic emergency law, first approved under the presidency of Mr 
DUHALDE in 2002 and then amended, approved by the legislature giving him, among other 
things, the power to amend budget headings.

The successes of the KIRCHNER administration have strengthened its image in the eyes of the 
public, and this has translated into increased confidence in the government and its politicians. 
Furthermore, most meetings with politicians, the business community and representatives of the 
civil society have made it clear that all Argentinians wish to support their government.

Meetings with the executive:

The delegation held working meetings with various members of the executive and with the Vice 
President, Mr Daniel SCIOLI. The meeting with President KIRCHNER proved to be simply a 
protocol meeting with the Chairman of the delegation.

An interesting meeting was held with the Minister for Social Development, Mrs Alicia 
KIRCHNER, who explained to the delegation the reforms which had been introduced in her 
Ministry with a view to greater rationalisation. She explained to the European representatives the 
working of the plans currently in operation:

• The National Economic and Social Plan
• The National Family Plan
• The National Food Safety Plan

During the first months of the crisis, the social policy focussed on responding to the primary 
needs of the people, with programmes such as 'community kitchens' or the 'Heads of Household 
Plans', which helped almost 2 million homes. Currently, the trend is for people to return to eating 
'at home'. Initiatives have also been launched, for example, which have enabled the creation of 
600 000 family allotments or which have encouraged the formation and development of 30 000 
commercial enterprises, especially those based on family crafts. There are also currently 1 118 
housing cooperatives, in addition to plans for women with over seven children, for the disabled 
and for the over-70s.

The Committee was asked to review the selection of funded programmes, given that the selection 
was made at a time when the Argentine economy was very different from its current state.
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Another activity carried out by the Ministry has been the updating of lists of beneficiaries of the 
different programmes, with 400 000 Plans for Heads of Households cancelled as no longer being 
necessary.

Finally, reference was made to the measures taken to ease the effects of the situation in hospitals 
such as the one in Tucumán, the dire state of which has been made known to the international 
community through the press and television, and which was visited by an ad hoc delegation of 
the EP in 2002.

The social and health consequences of the crisis which Argentina has been through were 
discussed with the Minister of Health, Mr Ginés GONZÁLEZ GARCÍA. His Ministry is 
responsible for the health programmes for the 24 provinces and had made great efforts to use 
generic medicines in order to cut costs. Currently, he told us, 15 million people had the benefit of 
free public healthcare.

In the medium term, attempts will be made to unify the health systems, as currently there are 
three: public, social security and private.

Discussions were held with the Chancellor, Mr Rafael BIELSA, especially on the EU/Mercosur 
negotiations and subregional and regional integration. As other parties have indicated, signing 
the EU/Mercosur agreement will result in a stronger position in the FTAA negotiations.

From the Chancellor's point of view, the South American Union could have a 'pull effect' which 
would strengthen the development of Mercosur. He believes that all forms of integration should 
take place through the physical integration of infrastructure or energy interconnection projects 
which could be financed by bodies such as the Inter-American Development Bank.

The Minister of Economy and former ambassador in Brussels, Mr Roberto LAVAGNA, 
defended the decision to postpone the debt exchange offer, despite the difficulties caused in the 
cabinet by this decision. The delay responded partly to a demand by the Italian Securities 
Commission. He expressed his conviction that resolving the problems in an acceptable and 
lasting form was the only way to achieve total normalisation of the situation in his country.

With respect to the EU/Mercosur negotiations, he stated the need to reorient some of the 
fundamental issues, without restarting discussions from scratch. He analysed the offers of both 
parties and concluded that the two analyses were completely different. He considered it an error 
from the outset to try to use the EU/Chile agreement as a model for EU/Mercosur, as the 
economies of Chile and of the countries of Mercosur were totally different from each other. 

In view of the resumption of negotiations, he stated that the EU should either lower its demands 
in terms of goods and services, or increase its offer with regard to agriculture. He added that the 
problem could possibly have been that expectations were too high and that the best approach 
would be to limit the talks to an agreement on cooperation and political dialogue of the type 
recently signed by the EU with the Andean states and Central America.

Meetings with the legislature:
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The delegation held a meeting with the presiding officer of the Chamber of Deputies, Mr 
Eduardo CAMAÑO, with whom there was a broadly based discussion on the future of biregional 
relations.

The delegation held working meetings with the major political forces represented in the 
legislative Chambers. Congress has 272 deputies who belong to 42 different parliamentary 
groups. Some of those we spoke to referred to the possibility that many of the political parties 
would disappear at the next elections.

During all the meetings with the legislators, our delegation showed its total support for the 
integration of Mercosur, both with regard to internal matters and for the push that it could give to 
relations with the EU. It was also noted that integration was the only antidote capable of giving a 
human face to globalisation.

With respect to the FTAA, the response was generally sceptical, firstly with regard to its strictly 
commercial content and secondly because of the lack of willingness on the part of the United 
States to change its policy on subsidies. Some of our sources criticised the fact that the United 
States gave higher priority to bilateral negotiations, to the detriment of multilateral talks.

Our Justicialist sources, including the ex-President, Mr Eduardo DUHALDE, stressed the 
importance of the relaunch of the South American integration project and the enormous 
development this could give to the great potential for resources in the region. Information was 
also given on the advances made with respect to physical, financial, cultural and communications 
integration.

As for the domestic situation, reference was made to the national consensus on the government's 
performance having achieved a balanced budget at national, provincial and municipal levels.

An interesting meeting was held with the members of the Radical Civic Union (UCR) on 
EU/Mercosur relations, which they considered to be of a high strategic level. They indicated that 
Mercosur, formed as an initiative of the Radical Party President Raúl ALFONSÍN, should 
consolidate its institutions to avoid its being weakened prior to the formation of the South 
American Union of Nations. The close relations achieved by an agreement with the EU would 
make it possible to counteract the FTAA project to create an American free trade area, which 
would be accelerated by the re-election of President BUSH.

Finally, thanks were given for the support received from the MEPs, at the height of the 
Argentine crisis, during the meeting of the parliamentary integration Bureaux held in Madrid in 
May 2002 in parallel with the 2nd Summit of the Heads of State and Government of the 
EU/LAC, and the need for the Parliaments to commit to following the negotiations was 
highlighted.

Discussions with members of the Alternative for a Republic of Equals (ARI) revolved around 
paying the debt and the attitudes of European enterprises, which were accused of not having met 
their contractual obligations. This was considered to justify the renegotiation of conditions.
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A meeting was also held with the former Minister of the Economy and leader of the Federal 
Recreate Movement (RECREAR), Mr Ricardo LÓPEZ MURPHY, who referred to the 
improvement in the economic and social situation in his country, even though there were still 
problems in the operation of the institutions. He mentioned the danger of excessive concentration 
of powers, especially reporting the budget and the president, which would make it possible for 
the latter to govern practically without involving the legislature.

With regard to the problem of the debt, now estimated to stand at some 180 800 million dollars, 
he expressed his concern at the fact that the Argentine government could have put small 
creditors, to whom a larger debt 'release' reduction had been applied, at a disadvantage. He 
believes that the government should apply the same principles in the case of Argentine savers, 
many of whom are pensioners, as are applied in negotiations with the IMF. Argentina would 
only be able to recover the confidence of the international markets if it found a satisfactory 
solution to the problem of domestic and international debt through an adequate exchange offer, 
and this would enable it to attract once again the necessary foreign investment.

He suggested that, by way of support for Argentina from the international community, 
contributions to the IMF should be increased, thus enabling this body, having access to greater 
funds, to give more aid to countries such as Argentina. 

On the subject of foreign policy, he referred to the need for his country to be better anchored in 
the region, in order to take common strategic stands on issues such as the environment or 
terrorism.

Meetings with civil society

The delegation held meetings with representatives of non-governmental organisations and trade 
unions.

At the first meeting, the 'Abuelas de Mayo' (Grandmothers of the Plaza de Mayo) reported on 
their activities, which had led to 79 grandchildren having been successfully traced. The Centre 
for Legal and Social Studies referred to cases of political violence that had been investigated, 
and to the efforts made to gain access to justice on social matters.

The Red Solidaria analysed the projects in operation aimed at getting medication to those 
suffering from AIDS or help to those struggling alone with cancer. 

Finally, views were exchanged with representatives of CODESEDH, the Committee for the 
Defence of Health, Professional Ethics and Human Rights, on the subjects of the situation of the 
indigenous minority and recovery of institutional quality.

Meetings were also held with trade-union leaders, especially the General Confederation of 
Workers (CGT), who expressed the fear that working and social conditions would be bargained 
away as a result of globalisation. They also referred to the policy of increasing competitiveness 
on the excuse of avoiding the relocation of companies. They claimed the 'Asian tigers' were 
responsible for the collapse of many small and medium-sized Argentine companies.
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The delegation was also in contact with the commercial world through two different meetings: 
the Mercosur Business Forum and participation in the programme financed by the Al-
Partenariat executive committee.

Other meetings:

The delegation participated in a working meeting with the former President Mr Raúl 
ALFONSÌN, with whom it addressed, first of all, matters on the international agenda. The ex-
president expressed the concern of certain business circles at the government's policy of closer 
ties with a number of Asian countries which had been certified as market economies.

With respect to the debt, he underlined, as had others we had spoken to, the government's 
willingness, with the agreement of all the political groups, to meet the debt, but stressed that it 
was the current situation of economic growth which was making it possible to do so. He believed 
that any drop in the prices of oil and raw materials such as soya would change the situation 
completely. He also referred to the fact that investors in the Argentine debt, with the exception of 
small savers, were aware of the country's risk rating, as a result of which interest rates were high. 

An interesting discussion was also held on the subject of the 'democracy-development' 
relationship, to which signing the agreement between the EU and Mercosur would contribute. 

Two meetings were held with the EU ambassadors accredited in Argentina. They took the form 
of briefings/debriefings which facilitated analysis of the results of the visit. 

Meetings with the authorities in the city and the province of Buenos Aires:

Meetings were held in the province of Buenos Aires with the legislators of both chambers. The 
delegation was informed in the various meetings about how relations worked between the 
provinces and the central government, with special reference to transfers and operational aspects. 

In the city of Buenos Aires a meeting was held with  the head of the government of Buenos 
Aires, Mr Aníbal IBARRA:

The administration of Buenos Aires was a major point of interest to the delegation, as the city 
has a population of 14 million and 40% of the country's wealth.

VII EU/MERCOSUR Interparliamentary Meeting 

The VII EU/MERCOSUR interparliamentary meeting was held on Monday 22 November in the 
Chamber of Deputies. The opening discussions were run by the chairmen of the delegations, Mr 
Florisvaldo FIER and Mr Massimo D'ALEMA.

In the discussions, both Members considered the possible implications of the breakdown in 
negotiations on the EU/Mercosur association agreement which would link 450 million 
Europeans with 220 million South Americans. 
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Mr Massimo D'ALEMA restated reciprocal interest in the agreement and put the question, which 
served to lead into subsequent discussion, as to how the parliaments could contribute to moving 
the dialogue forward and continuing development of the negotiations. 

Mr Florisvaldo FIER referred to the fact that it was impossible for countries to deal in isolation 
with the negative consequences of globalisation. 

The chairman of the Argentine section of the Mercosur Joint Parliamentary Committee and the 
vice-chairman of the European delegation, Mr ATANASOF and Mr DUQUESNE, gave an 
analysis of the current political and economic situations of both regions. 

Mr ATANASOF remarked on the breakdown of negotiations which had reached an impasse in 
which the negotiators from Mercosur had become disillusioned by the Community's refusal to 
move on the subject of agricultural subsidies, while the EU felt that the Mercosur proposals were 
limited, especially with regard to goods and services. Mr ATANASOF expressed the need to 
involve the parliaments in the continuation of the negotiations in order to include civil society in 
the talks through its direct representatives. 

Vice-chairman DUQUESNE made a number of points on how the EU could move towards a 
political Europe which involved its citizens more in the decisions that affected their future. He 
also referred to the European Constitution, the debate about it, and present and future 
enlargement of the EU. 

He also referred to the investiture of the BARROSO Commission and the important role played 
by the EP throughout the procedure. 

He commented on the significance in the current European situation of both terrorism and 
migration, which has brought an influx of 680 000 legal migrants and a similar number of illegal 
ones. He asked for the final declaration to include reference to the phenomenon of migration. 

In the ensuing discussion, the Argentine legislator, Mrs Alicia CASTRO, referred to the 
forthcoming South American Summit, at which the idea of creating the South American Summit 
of Nations would be launched and during which the Parliament of the Andes, Chilean legislators 
and the Joint Mercosur Parliamentary Committee would hold a meeting as a postscript to the 
Summit. 

Finally, the contributions of the MEPs focussed on trying to influence Commissioner 
MANDELSON to present a more flexible position in the next round of EU/Mercosur 
negotiations.

It was decided to form a working group to monitor the negotiations and a full discussion was 
held on the future Joint Parliamentary Committee under the EU/Mercosur agreement.

The meeting closed with the adoption of a common Declaration.
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Conclusion:

Argentina has succeeded in putting its economy to rights; initially, thanks to the rise in exports, 
and currently, thanks to revitalising domestic consumption. The high price of crude resulting 
from the international situation, the heavy demand for soya from the Chinese market, and, above 
all, the devaluation of the peso, have made exports the trigger for an economic revival.

The subject of debt, both public and private is being managed with great caution by the 
Argentine authorities, as the future credibility of the Argentine economy depends on an 
agreement being accepted by all sides.

From the political perspective, there has been a dangerous move towards one party, the 
Justicialist, with different trends appearing centred on political leaders.

International relations have been a major concern of the most recent Argentine governments. 
Argentina is taking active part in the integration bodies , with ex-president DUHALDE as 
current chairman of Mercosur's Committee of Permanent Representatives.

With regard to the EU/Mercosur negotiations, there is a certain degree of frustration with the fact 
that they could not be concluded by the envisaged date within the term of the former 
Commission. Currently, the atmosphere, especially in the Ministry of Commerce, is one of 
waiting and even of a change of strategy in the negotiations, with the aim of reaching a 
successful conclusion in the first rounds of talks in the coming year, even at the cost of reducing 
the scope of the agreement. 
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
Delegation Visit to Argentina

22 - 26 November 2004

List of Participants

Members of the Delegation

Name Surname Political 
group 

Country

Mr Massimo D'ALEMA, Chairman
•  Chairman of the Delegation for Relations with  

Mercosur
• Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
•  Committee on Fisheries 

PSE Italy

Mr Antoine DUQUESNE
•  Second Vice-chairman of Delegation for Relations with  

Mercosur
• Committee on Civil Liberties , Justice and Home Affairs

ALDE Belgium

Mrs Małgorzata HANDZLIK
• Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer 
Protection

PPE-DE Poland 

Mr Ján HUDACKÝ
•  Committee on Industry, Research and Energy

PPE-DE Slovakia

Mr Emilio MENÉNDEZ del VALLE
•  Committee on Foreign Affairs

PSE Spain

Mrs Amalia SARTORI
• Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality, 
• Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs

PPE-DE Italy

Political Groups of the Members of the Delegation

PPE-DE - Group of the European People's Party (Christian Democrats) and European Democrats 
PSE - Socialist Group in the European Parliament 
ALDE Group of the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
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Delegation Secretariat 

Mr Luis MARTÍNEZ-GUILLÉN Head of Secretariat

Mr Raymond HERDIES Principal assistant 

Parliamentary Assistants 

Mr Giuseppe FORTUNATO Assistant to the Chairman, Mr D'ALEMA

Mrs Sylwia KOSINSKA Assistant to Mrs HANDZLIK

Interpreters

Mr Francis COLE EN

Mrs Dominique DE GEOFFROY FR  

Mrs Arantxa ERRO ES/FR

Mr Enrique QUIJANO ES/EN (Team leader)
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VISIT TO ARGENTINA OF THE
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH MERCOSUR,

21 - 27 NOVEMBER 2004
 

 FINAL PROGRAMME 

Sunday 21 November

20.15 Arrival of Members and transfer to the MARRIOTT PLAZA hotel

Monday  22 November

11.00

 

Coordination meeting 
Place: Marriott Plaza Hotel, in the Salon Dorado 

 
12.00
 

Departure 11.30 from the  Marriott (Mercedes, Bus and 
Minibus) 
Meeting with President Nestor Kirchner
Place: Casa Rosada (enter by Rivadavia Esplanade) 

13.00 Lunch with the Ambassadors of the EU Member States
Place: Residence of the Head of the EC Delegation in Argentina, 
Av. Coronel Díaz 2882, Buenos Aires. 

18.15 
 

Departure 14.40 from the Residence (Mercedes, Bus and 
Minibus)
VII Interparliamentary Meeting JPC-DMER from the 
European Parliament. 
Place: Palacio del Congreso de la Nación, Salón de Conferencias, First 
Floor. 

 
17.00 

 

Departure 16.45 from Congress  (Mercedes, Bus and 
Minibus)
Inauguration of Al-Partenariat with the participation of 
Vice-President Daniel Scioli
Place: Sheraton Buenos Aires Hotel & Convention Centre

18.30 Exclusive interview with La Nación daily
Place: Sheraton Buenos Aires Hotel & Convention Centre

21.00 
Departure 20.50 from the (Mercedes, Bus and Minibus)
Dinner at the invitation of Deputy Alfredo Atanasof, 
Chairman of the Joint Parliamentary Committee for 
Mercosur, Argentina Section.       
Place: Restaurant Estilo, Campo Alicia M. de Justo 1840
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Tuesday 23 November

10.15  Departure 10.00 from the Marriott (Mercedes, Bus and Minibus)
Meeting with the presiding officer of the Chamber of 
Deputies Eduardo Camaño
Place: Presidency of the Chamber of Deputies. Rivadavia, 1850.

 

10.30   
 

Meeting with leaders of the Justicialist Party Bloc 
Place: Presidency of the Chamber of Deputies. 

 

11.30  Meeting with leaders of the UCR Bloc
Place: 2nd floor of the Palace of Congress, office  231 

12.30   Meeting with leaders of the ARI Bloc
Place: Annexe to Congress, Rivadavia 1829, 4th floor

13.30 Lunch at the invitation of Senator Ramón Puerta, Chairman 
of the Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate
Place: Senate Restaurant, 1st floor, Palace of the Senate, H. Yrigoyen 1839

15.30 
Departure 15.20 from the Senate (Mercedes, Bus and Minibus)
Meeting with Eduardo Duhalde, President of the Committee 
of Permanent Representatives of Mercosur
Place: Mr Duhalde's office, Hipólito Yrigoyen 1680, 11th floor

16.00  

 

Departure 15.50  from PtDuhalde's office (Mercedes, Bus and 
Minibus)
Meeting with NGOs     
Place: EC Delegation, Ayacucho 1537

17.40 Exclusive interview with the Spanish daily El País 
Place: EC Delegation, Ayacucho 1537

18.00
 

Meeting with trade unions: Susan Rueda, General Secretary of 
CGT, Marta Maffei of CTA, Juan González, Mercosur Secretary 
of CTA, Pedro Wasieko, Secretary for International Relations of 
CTA, Claudio Lozano, CTA, Juan José Lingeri, General 
Secretary of CGT.      
Place: EC Delegation, Ayacucho 1537

 
20.00  

Departure 15.50 from the Delegation (Mercedes, Bus and 
Minibus)
Dinner to launch the European Union Group 
Place: Roof Garden of the Alvear Palace Hotel
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Wednesday, 24 November

08.30 Breakfast with the EU-Mercosur Business Forum
Place: Hotel Marriott Plaza, San Martín Room

09.30 Departure for La Plata (Mercedes, Bus and Minibus from the
Marriott)

 

 
11.00 

Visit to the Legislature of the Province of Buenos Aires:  
Meeting with the presiding officer of the Legislature, 
Osvaldo Mercuri, the Vice-Governor, Graciela Giannettasio, 
and 30 other provincial deputies and senators.    
Place: Legislature of the Province of Buenos Aires

12.30 Lunch at the invitation of the Chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate, Osvaldo 
Mercuri.
Place: Legislature of the Province of Buenos Aires

 

14.30  Return to Buenos  Aires (Mercedes, Bus and Minibus)

16.00 Meeting with Senator Cristina Fernández de Kirchner
Place: Hipolito Yrigoyen 1835  3rd floor, of 32 “D”

17.00  Free evening

Thursday 25 November

08.30 Meeting with Ricardo López Murphy of the Recrear 
Party. He will be accompanied by Felipe de la Balze and 
Arnoldo Listre
Place: Hotel Marriott Plaza, Plaza Room

 
10.30 

 

Departure 10.15 from the Marriott (Mercedes, Bus and 
Minibus) 
Meeting with the Minister for Social Development, Alicia 
Kirchner
Place: 9 de julio 1925, 14th floor. Parking on  Calle Belgrano 

 
13.00 

Departure 12.30 from the Ministry (Mercedes, Bus and Minibus)
Working lunch with ex-President Raúl Alfonsín, Ángel 
Rozas (Party Chairman), Ambassador Laperche, 
Enrique Olivera (former Mayor of the City of Buenos 
Aires), and Senator Hipólito Solari Yrigogen. 
Place: Residence of the Head of the EC Delegation in Argentina, 
Av. Coronel Díaz 2882, Buenos Aires

 

 Departure 15.10 from the  Residence (Mercedes, Bus and Minibus)  
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15.30 
 

Meeting with the Minister of Health, Ginés González 
García
Place: Ministry of Health, Av. de Julio 1925, 2nd floor
(enter through the car park, Av. De Julio/Belgrano

 
17.30 

 

Departure 17.15  from the Ministry (Mercedes, Bus and Minibus)
Meeting with the Foreign Minister Rafael Bielsa        
Place: Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Esmeralda 1212, 13th floor, 

 
18.30 

Departure 18.20 from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
(Mercedes, Bus and Minibus)
Meeting with the mayor of the City of Buenos Aires, Dr. 
Aníbal Ibarra  
Place:  Ibarra Foundation,  Arenales 1641

19.15 
Departure 19.05 from the Foundation (Mercedes, Bus and Minibus)
Meeting with the Vice-president, Daniel Scioli
Place: Grey Room in the Senate, Yrigoyen 1839

19.30 Presentation of the book “El Mercosur y la Unión 
Europea” and lecture on Massimo D`Alema, organised 
by the Club Europeo, the Association of Friends of the 
EU and CEFOC
Place: National Congress,  Arturo Illia Hipólito Yrigoyen Room, 1849, 
1st floor

20.30 Free evening

Friday 26 November

08.30 Breakfast with journalists from El Cronista, Buenos 
Aires Herald, Pagina 12, and the TELAM, EFE, and 
ANSA news agencies
Place: Hotel Marriott Plaza, San Martín Room

09.30 Debriefing with Ambassadors of the EU Member States    
Place: Hotel Marriott Plaza, San Martín Room

11.00 
 

Departure 10.45 from the Marriott (Mercedes, Bus and 
Minibus)
Meeting with the Minister of Economy, Roberto Lavagna  
Place: Ministry for the Economy, Minister's Office, Hipolito Yrigoyen 
250

 
12.00 

 

Departure 11.55 from the Ministry (Mercedes and Bus)
Meeting with the Governor of the Province of Buenos 
Aires, Felipe Solá
Place: Buenos Aires branch of the Banco Provincial , San Martín 108, 
19th floor.

Afternoon and 
evening     

Delegation departs for Europe on flights IB and AZ


