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Summary Report

Monday 28 November 2005

The second Interparliamentary meeting between the European Parliament and the Majlisi Oli of the 
Republic of Tajikistan was opened by Mrs Ona JUKNEVICIENE, Chair of the European Parliament 
delegation. She underlined the geo-strategic importance of Tajikistan and the Central Asia region, 
especially in connection with the fight against drug trafficking and international terrorism. She 
pointed to recent cases of political unrest in neighbouring countries and stressed the importance of
successful democratic change in Afghanistan for the stability and political development of 
Tajikistan. She emphasised the need for new Member States, as well as Georgia and Ukraine, to 
share with Tajikistan their experience of the democratisation process.

The Tajik co-Chair, Mr NIYOZMAMADOV welcomed cooperation between the EU and Tajikistan 
and stressed the key elements in the relationship, such as the environment, trade, development 
cooperation and the ratification of the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA) by the 
national parliaments of the EU. He referred also to the negotiations on the EU's Euro 150 million  
aid package to Tajikistan, discussion on possible cooperation on investment, combating drug 
trafficking and the fight against terrorism. Mr NIYOZMAMADOV updated members on the 
progress made by Tajikistan in the field of democratisation, state and nation building, while he also 
stressed the need to take into account local customs and traditions. He then outlined the major 
principles of the Tajik political system and explained the functioning of the parliament. Mr 
NIYOZMAMADOV welcomed EU assistance in the development of the Tajik border guard service 
and underlined Tajikistan's need for EU assistance in a number of areas, in particular poverty 
alleviation and development of his country's energy resources. He detailed the development and 
expansion of political and media freedom and rejected charges of media censorship, which he 
declared to be totally without foundation. 

Mrs JEGGLE, member of the Central Asia delegation, called for an extension to EU-Tajik bilateral 
cooperation and stressed the importance of Tajikistan for Europe. She asked the Tajik members what 
role parliamentarians could play in enhancing the cooperation process. Mrs JEGGLE also asked for 
more details on media freedom and about allegations of human rights violations in Tajikistan. 
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Mrs JUKNEVICIENE noted that three countries (the Netherlands, the Czech Republic and Slovakia) 
had already ratified the EU-Tajikistan PCA. She supported the argument of Mr Jan KUBIS, EU 
special representative for Central Asia, that the ratification process was a clear indication of the 
progress being made. Mrs JUKNEVICIENE also noted that Mr PETERLE was preparing a report in 
the European Parliament on the PCA. She stressed that the EU should focus more on issues such as 
border control, terrorism and drug trafficking, and she called for more coordinated assistance. Mrs 
JUKNEVICIENE also underlined that this assistance was one of the key points of the EU 
Commission Strategy Paper on Central Asia (2002-2006) and she gave details on the TACIS-
programmes in Tajikistan. In conclusion, she asked the Commission representative to specify how 
the EU might contribute to tackling the issues of terrorism and drug trafficking. 

The Commission representative underlined the importance of the EU-Tajikistan PCA and stressed 
the support of the Commission for the ratification process and the upgrading of the bilateral 
relationship. He called for further democratisation in Tajikistan and the acceleration of reform in 
administration and the fight against corruption. He also gave information on the Commission 
initiative on the EU-Central Asia political dialogue. He gave further details on the TACIS 
programme, the Disaster Preparedness Programme, the Food Security Programme and micro-
financial assistance. He noted that the next EU Strategy Paper on Central Asia would focus on 
poverty alleviation and he urged the Tajik government to continue with the implementation of its 
own poverty reduction strategy. 

Mr NIYOZMAMADOV thanked the EU and other international donors for their assistance and gave 
details of his governments plans to attract foreign investments. He linked the drug trafficking 
problem to the situation in Afghanistan, where heroin was being produced. He also called for 
international assistance to tackle Tajikistan's energy problems and referred finally to some problems 
with neighbouring Central Asian countries on cross-border cooperation. 

Mrs JUKNEVICIENE asked the Commission to comment on the EU's long-term support strategy on 
sustainable development in Tajikistan and called for more efficient coordination on donor activity.
She also asked whether the problem of EU cooperation with the US, Russia and China would be 
addressed by the new Commission Strategy Paper. 

The Commission representative confirmed EU support for more institutionalised coordination of  
donor activity. He mentioned new EU assistance programmes in Central Asia, such as those 
covering border management and drug control, and stressed its support for regional political 
dialogue. 

Mrs JEGGLE asked about cooperation between Mrs JUKNEVICIENE and the EU Commission. 
Mrs JUKNEVICIENE expressed her satisfaction on this matter, especially in regard to the 
coordination of aid programmes. She then summarised the discussion and stressed recent positive 
developments in Tajikistan. She argued that the PCA was an instrument that could enhance bilateral 
cooperation, particularly in the areas of poverty reduction, drug trafficking and cross-border 
cooperation. 

The meeting finished at 17.30 hours and restarted at 9.35 hours on the following day.
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Tuesday 29 November 2005

Mr NIYOZMAMADOV proposed discussing the economic and social situation in Tajikistan, and 
measures taken to combat organised crime and drug trafficking. He pointed to positive trends in the 
country's legal and economic developments, such as increased GDP and investment growth and the 
implementation of the anti-corruption legislation. Nevertheless, he recognised that Tajikistan was 
suffering from a negative trade balance and there was economic depression in the national cotton 
industry. He mentioned that 70 % of drugs in Tajikistan came from Afghanistan and he referred to 
increased opium production in the latter country as a principal source of the problem. He recognised 
that a number of international donors - such as the EU, United Nations, and Aga Khan Foundation -
were present on the ground to help the Tajik government to deal with this problem. He outlined the 
progress made by the government in fighting international drug trafficking groups acting in the 
country. He called for joint international cooperation to resolve drug production and trafficking 
issues in Afghanistan and argued for the creation of a data-bank on drug traffickers, the 
improvement of extradition procedures, and the sharing of information on organised criminal groups. 

Mr SAMADOV spoke about political pluralism in Tajikistan and the international observers' 
positive assessment on the last parliamentary election in the country. He noted that poverty had 
decreased by 16 % in the last three years and substantial progress was being achieved in the 
implementation of the micro-credit programme, land privatisation, and the re-organisation of the 
agricultural sector. Mr SAMADOV praised international donors and the progress that had been 
achieved in preparing highly qualified specialists for Tajikistan. He referred to the 18 million dollar  
package for de-mining the Tajik-Afghan and Tajik-Uzbek borders. He also noted that the Tajik 
parliament had adopted a new anti-corruption law which had given special emphasis to the fight 
against drug trafficking. 

Mrs JUKNEVICIENE welcomed the progress achieved in reducing poverty in Tajikistan and called 
for greater EU involvement in the country. She stressed the need for better coordination of 
international donor activity and expressed EU concerns about the level of corruption in Tajikistan. 
She noted that Transparency International had put Tajikistan 144th on its list of 158 countries. She 
mentioned the importance of economic progress for the development of the health and education 
sectors. In conclusion, Mrs JUKNEVICIENE called for more EU support for Tajikistan's economic 
and social development. 

Mrs JEGGLE asked about the structure of Tajikistan's cotton production, including such matters as 
the size of an average cotton farm, cotton seed distribution and existing means of sowing the 
produce. She was also interested in the level of access of women to micro-credit instruments, 
statistics on food imports, and the structure of Tajikistan's exports. 

The Commission representative stated that his institution did not consider the situation on media 
freedom to be satisfactory. He stressed the need for a "cultural revolution" to tackle corruption and 
violations of human rights in Tajikistan. Referring to the parliamentary elections, he noted that -
although the CIS observers were generally satisfied - the OSCE observation mission report had 
mentioned several shortcomings. He also referred to border management assistance and called for a 
new approach to this matter, which would mean the border being a point of contact, not a line of 
separation. The Commission representative referred to education programmes as a priority goal of 
the EU Assistance Strategy in Central Asia and underlined the need for Tajik universities to make a 
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full use of the opportunities provided by TACIS-programmes. He also emphasised the positive role 
played by micro-credit programmes in helping the most vulnerable sectors of Tajik society.

Mr NIYOZMAMADOV referred to the simplification of the Tajik visa regime for foreigners and the 
simpler border crossing procedures. He called for stricter border control on the Afghan side of the 
Tajikistan - Afghan border. He gave details on the structure and size of the cotton plantations in his 
country and praised the role played by the Aga Khan Foundation in promoting micro-credit 
assistance programmes. 

Mrs JUKNEVICIENE stressed the importance of the EBRD in fighting poverty in Tajikistan and 
proposed that this should be mentioned in the final joint statement of the 2nd EU-Tajikistan 
Interparliamentary meeting. She asked for more details on the programmes in Tajikistan that were 
dealing with drug trafficking. 

The leader of the ALDE Group in the European Parliament, Mr Graham WATSON, gave an outline 
of the philosophy and activity of his group. He linked the major internal problems in Tajikistan to 
the poverty of the population and pointed to problems of migration and the environment. He also 
referred to the activity of international organised criminal groups in states with fragile political and 
economic systems. He urged more effective world governance to tackle this problem. 

Baroness Emma NICHOLSON OF WINTERBOURNE, Vice Chair of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee, gave details of her experience in dealing with refugees and displaced persons in Iran, 
Afghanistan and Turkey. She mentioned that the values of both Europe and Tajikistan were based on 
the key UN conventions and therefore both sides possessed a common background to enable them to 
have a dialogue on fundamental values. She also underlined the EU's unconditional commitment to
the full implementation of democratic norms, universal human rights and a free a fare election 
process. She praised, with some reservation, the election process and democratic development in 
Afghanistan and outlined the cooperation between the United Nations and the Afghan government 
on a number of security related issues. 

Mrs JUKNEVICIENE also referred to the democratisation process in Afghanistan and asked about 
the Tajik government's experience in cooperating with international organisations that were present 
in the country. 

Mr Dirk STERCKX, Chair of the European Parliament delegation for relations with China, 
welcomed the further development of contacts between the EU and China and Central Asia and 
underlined the importance to the EU of having clear policy goals in the region. He also mentioned 
the importance of EU-China political cooperation for regional stability and asked for details on the 
China-Tajikistan relationship. 

Mrs JUKNEVICIENE asked about recent political developments in Tajikistan and expressed some 
concern about the democratisation process in the country. She underlined in particular that the 
further extension of President RAKHMONOV's mandate might have a negative effect on the 
embryonic democracy in Tajikistan. 

Mr NIYOZMAMADOV recognised that many problems still remained unresolved with regard to the 
freedom of the media in Tajikistan. He argued that Tajikistan had problems as a small country, with 
larger nations competing for influence in the region. He also highlighted the problems faced by the 
Tajik minority in Afghanistan, such as the violation of women's rights. Finally, he updated members 
about the progress made in fixing the China-Tajikistan boarder. 
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Mrs JUKNEVICIENE proposed a joint statement of final conclusions, which detailed the 
discussions held at the meeting. The Tajik side agreed in principle to the statement - which is 
attached. She then thanked the parliamentarians on both sides and all others who were present. The 
next meeting is scheduled to take place in Dushanbe on 19-20 June 2006.

The meeting ended at 12.30 hours.

Annexes
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Annex 1

DELEGATION TO THE EU-KAZAKHSTAN, EU-KYRGYZSTAN AND EU-UZBEKISTAN 
PARLIAMENTARY COOPERATION COMMITTEES AND FOR RELATIONS WITH TAJIKISTAN,

TURKMENISTAN AND MONGOLIA

2nd Interparliamentary meeting
European Parliament/Majlisi Oli of the Republic of Tajikistan

28-29 November 2005
Brussels

FINAL CONCLUSIONS

* Welcomes all progress in Tajikistan towards democracy and stresses that 
democratisation should facilitate the development of EU instruments for future 
cooperation and support to Tajikistan;

* Takes note of the conclusions of international observers on the February 2005 
parliamentary elections and urges the Tajik authorities to implement fully the 
recommendations of the OSCE in advance of the 2006 presidential elections;

* Stresses the importance of political pluralism and the need for free and 
independent media;

* Underlines the importance of financial aid programmes for the development of 
Tajikistan and stresses the desirability of increasing the level of these programmes 
in view of the low level of economic development in the country;

* Expresses deep concern at the level of drug trafficking and corruption and stresses 
the strong links between these problems and the low standard of living and poverty 
in the country. Calls for all possible steps to be taken to tackle these scourges;

* Calls in particular for the full implementation of current legislation which has been 
adopted in order to tackle the problem of corruption;

* Emphasises the direct effects on Tajikistan of the unstable situation in Afghanistan, 
particularly the fact that this instability encourages drug trafficking;

* Underlines the importance of developing effective border management and urges 
the Commission to ensure that its programmes fully address this issue;
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* Expresses deep concern at the ongoing problem of mines in border areas and 
urges the European Commission to allocate further support to ensure that this 
problem can be effectively tackled;

* Strongly supports the development of regional cooperation which should 
encourage the international community to provide a greater level of assistance;

* Welcomes the micro-credit programme for SMEs, which is commonly 
acknowledged to have already achieved significant success, and calls for the 
extension of this initiative;

* Underlines the importance of promoting education and educational opportunities 
for all, stresses the need for Tajikistan to take full advantage of the EU programmes 
in this field;

* Encourages the further development of trade and investment in Tajikistan by EU 
Member States;

* Appreciates all efforts made by the Commission to date and urges the Commission 
to take full account of all the abovementioned elements in the development of its 
new regional strategy and to ensure that the European Parliament is fully involved in 
its elaboration before its final adoption.
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Annex 2

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

Delegation to the EU-Kazakhstan, EU-Kyrgyzstan and EU-Uzbekistan 
Parliamentary Cooperation Committees and for relations with Tajikistan, 

Turkmenistan and Mongolia

2nd Interparliamentary meeting
European Parliament/Majlisi Oli of the Republic of Tajikistan

28-29 November 2005 
Brussels

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Mr. Alimamad NIYOZMAMADOV Deputy Chairman of Majlisi Oli,
People's Democratic Party

Mr. Shakarbek SAMADOV Chairman of Committee for 
Interparliamentary relations,
People's Democratic Party

Mr. Mahmadullo SAYDALIEV Deputy Chairman of Committee for 
Agriculture, Population and 
Environment,
People's Democratic Party

Mr. Sharif RAKHIMOV Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the Republic of 
Tajikistan

Mr. Djamshed KHAMIDOV First Secretary

Mr. Behzod MINGBOEV Embassy of Tajikistan
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BILAG/ANLAGE/ΠΑΡΑΡΤΗΜΑ/ANNEX/ 
ANNEXE/ALLEGATO/BIJLAGE/ANEXO/BILAGA

DELTAGERLISTE/ANWESENHEITSLISTE/ΚΑΤΑΣΤΑΣΗ ΠΑΡΟΝΤΩΝ/LIITE RECORD
OF ATTENDANCE/LISTA DE ASISTENCIA/LISTE DE PRESENCE/ELENCO DEI
PRESENTI/PRESENTIELIJST/LISTA DE PRESENÇAS/LÄSNÄOLOLISTA/DELTAGARLISTA

Til stede

Anwesend

Παρόvτες

Present

Presentes

Présents

Presenti

Aanwezig

Lasna

Närvarande

Formandskabet/Vorstand/Πρoεδρείo/Bureau/Ufficio di Presidenza/Mesa/Puhemiehistö/J.L. Presidium: (*)

JUKNEVICIENE (P)

Medlemmer/Mitglieder/Μέλη/Members/Diputados/Députés/Deputati/Leden/Deputados/Jäsenet/Ledamöter:

BLOKLAND, JEGGLE, MATHIEU

Stedfortrædere/Stellvertreter/Αναπληρωτές/Substitutes/Suplentes/Suppléants/
Membri supplenti/Plaatsvervangers/Membros suplentes/Varajäsenet/Suppleanter:

STERCKX

Art. 178,2

Art. 183,3 DESS, NICHOLSON OF WINTERBOURNE, WATSON

Endv. Deltog/Weitere Teiln./
Συμμετείχαv επίσης/Also present
Participaron igualmente/
Participaient également/
Hanno partecipato altresi/
Andere deelnemers/
Outros participantes/
Muut osallistujat/ Dessutom deltog 

(Dagsorden/Tagesordnung Pkt/Ημερήσια Διάταξη
Σημεί/Point OJ/Punto OG/Agenda Punt/Ordem do dia
Punto/punto orden del dia/Esityslist Kohta/
Föredragningslista punkt):

* (P)  = Formand/Vorsitzender/Πρόεδρoς/Chairman/Président/Presidente/Voorzitter/Presidente/Puhemies/Ordförande
(VP) = Næstform./Stellv.Vorsitz./Αvτιπρόεδρoς/Vice-Chairman/Vice-Président/Vicepresidente/VarapuhemiesOndervoorz./

Vice-Pres./Vicepres/Vice ordförande.

Til stede den/Anwesend am/Παρώv στις/Present on/Présent le/Presente il/Aanwezig op/Presente em/Presenteel/Läsnä/Närvarande den.
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Efter indbydelse fra formanden/Auf Einladung d. Vorsitzenden/Με πρόσκληση τoυ Πρoέδρoυ/At the invitation of the Chairman/Por invitación del 
presidente/Sur l'invitation du président/Su invito del presidente/Op uitnodiging van de voorzitter/A convite do presidente/Puhemiehen kutsusta/
På ordförandens inbjudan:

Rådet/Rat/Συμβoύλιo/Council/Consejo/Conseil/Consiglio/Raad/Conselho/Neuvosto/Rådet: (*)

BERGER

Kommissionen/Kommission/Επιτρoπή/Commission/Comisión/Commissione/Commissie/Commissão/Komissio/Kommissionen: (*) 

BUSINI

Cour des comptes:

C.E.S.:

Andre deltagere/Andere Teilnehmer
Επίσης Παρόvτες/Also present
Otros participantes/Autres participants/Altri partecipanti
Andere aanwezigen/Outros participantes
Muut osallistujat/Övriga deltagare

Gruppernes sekretariat     
Sekretariat der Fraktionen
Γραμματεία τωv Πoλ. Ομάδωv
Secretariat political groups
Secr. De los grupos politicos
Secr. Groupes politiques
Segr. Dei gruppi politici
Secr. Van de fracties
Secr. Dos grupos politicos
Puolueryhmien sihteeristö
Gruppernas sekretariat

PPE-DE
PSE
ALDE
Verts/ALE
GUE/NGL
IND/DEM
UEN
NI

KAMMITSI, RINALDI

Cab. Du Président

Cab. Du Secrétaire Général

Generaldirektorat
Generaldirektion
Γεvική Διεύθυvση
Directorate-General
Dirección general
Direction générale
Direzione generale
Directoraat-generaal
Direcção general
Contrôle financier
Service juridique
Pääosasto
Generaldirektorat

I
II
III
IV
V
VI
VII

Udvalgssekretariatet
Ausschubsekretariat
Γραμματεία επιτρoπής
Committee secretariat
Secretaria de la comisión
Secrétariat de la commission
Segretariato della commissione
Commissiesecretariaat
Secretaria de comissão
Valiokunnan sihteeristö
Utskottssekretariatet

BERTON, BODEN

Assist./Βoηθός BRAID, PIISPA

* (P) = Formand/Pres./Πρόεδρoς/Chairman/Président/Voorzitter/Puhemies/Ordförande
(VP) = Næstform./Vize-Pres./Αvτιπρόεδρoς/Vice-Chairman/Vice-Président/Ondervoorz./Vice-pres/Varapuhemies/Vice ordförande.
(M) = Medlem./Mitglied/Μέλoς/Member/Miembro/Membre/Membro/Lid/Membro/Jäsen/Ledamot

(F) = Tjenestemand/Beamter/Υπάλληλoς/Official/Funcionario/Fonctionnaire/Funzionario/Ambtenaar/Fu


