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HEALTH 
 
1. In your opinion, what will be the biggest health policy challenges in the next five years in 

the European Union? What would you do, as Commissioner, to tackle them, taking into 
account the division of responsibilities between the EU and the Member States? 

 
 
2. The direct competences of the European Union are fairly limited in the field of public 

health. The EU can complement national policies and encourage cooperation between 
Member States but the core elements of health policies, such as the organisation and 
delivery of health services are left exclusively to Member States. Many problems, 
however, are shared by all Member States and several aspects in the provision of health 
services touch upon Community policies. In your opinion, should the open method of 
coordination be introduced in the field of public health, in the absence of further 
legislative powers? 

 
 
3. The direct competences of the European Union are fairly limited in the field of public 

health. The EU does however have competences in the fields of public health and health 
promotion. The EU can complement national policies and encourage cooperation between 
Member States but (deleted) the organisation and delivery of health services are left 
exclusively to Member States. Many problems, however, are shared by all Member States 
and several aspects in the provision of health services touch upon Community policies. In 
your opinion, should the open method of coordination be introduced in the field of public 
health, in the absence of further legislative powers?  

 
(Proposal by John Bowis in replacement of question 2.) 

 
4. Do you find it useful to undertake a comparative analysis of the Member States' national 

health care systems with a view to underlining the main elements of each Member State's 
health policy and encouraging their integration, while also promoting the establishment of 
a permanent link between the Member States' competent authorities and the spread of best 
practices? 

(Proposal by Amalia Sartori) 
 
 
5. How quickly will you come forward with guidance on patient mobility? 
 

(Proposal by John Bowis) 
 
 
6. According to the Treaty, "a high level of human health protection shall be ensured in the 

definition and implementation of all Community policies and activities". How would you 
ensure that this principle is properly translated into practice, especially within the internal 
market legislation? 

 
7. How will you ensure that mental health receives Commission attention commensurate 

with its growing contribution to the global diseases burden?  What progress do you expect 
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to make in the implementation of Health Impact Assessments? 
 

(Proposal by John Bowis as addition to question 6.) 
 
 
Budget   
 
8. Do you think that  Union activities in the area of public health are adequately financed and 

staffed? In your view are they adequately implemented and evaluated?  
 
 
9. How will you ensure that adequate funding is allocated to the European Centre for 

Disease Prevention and Control and the European Medicines Evaluation Agency? 
 

(Proposal by John Bowis) 
 

Independence of members of scientific committees 

10. The recent appointment of Prof. Ragnar Rylander to a position on the new Scientific 
Committee on Health and Environmental Risks - despite having been found by the Swiss 
Court of criminal appeal in December 2003 to have lied about secret links with the 
tobacco industry and placed personal financial gain before the interests of public health 
and sound science - has called into question the integrity of the entire system of 
appointments to the EU scientific committees for health, environment and consumer 
affairs, in particular with regard to their independence and quality of advice. What steps 
would you take to restore public and professional confidence in the independence and 
scientific excellence of these committees? Would you agree to revisit the appointment of 
Prof. Ragnar Rylander? How do you want to ensure that this situation is not repeated? 

 
(Proposal by Verts/ALE group) 

 
 
Road deaths and injuries 
 
11. Deaths and injuries on EU roads are a major public health problem. In fact road deaths are 

the largest single cause of premature death for children and adults under 35 years of age. 
Yet the issue is rarely addressed as a public health problem. Indeed deaths and injuries on 
the road continue to be largely accepted as “fate”, as though policy makers are powerless 
to do anything about the problem. But this is not the case as there are many actions they 
can and should be taken to improve road safety. It is this situation of inaction that led the 
World Health Organisation this year to dedicate World Health Day to preventing road 
deaths and injuries.  

 
Will you, as Health Commissioner follow the advice of the World Health Organisation 
and become a “champion” for road safety within the Commission? 

 
 

Will you provide a strong health policy perspective to the Commission's transport 
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policies especially in next years review of the 3rd road Safety Action Programme? 
 

 
Will you press your colleagues to implement as far as possible the recommendations of 
the WHO European report on preventing road traffic injury? 

 
(Proposal by Anders Wijkman) 

 
 
12. Deaths and injuries on EU roads are a major public health problem. In fact road deaths are 

the largest single cause of premature death for children and adults under 35 years of age. 
Yet the issue is rarely addressed as a public health problem. Instead resolving the problem 
is left with transport policy makers whose priorities frequently include many things other 
than safety. It is this situation of inaction that led the World Health Organisation this year 
to dedicate World Health Day to preventing road deaths and injuries and to the publication 
of a European report on preventing road death and injury.  

 
Will you, as Health Commissioner follow the recommendations of the WHO and be a 
“champion” for road safety within the Commission? 

 
 

Will you press for road safety to be a focus for sustainable transport and public health 
policies? 

 
 

Will you press for the implementation of the WHO recommendations for road safety, 
particularly in the review of the 3rd Road Safety Action Programme? 

 
(Proposal by Ewa Hedkvist Petersen) 

 
 
Tobacco 
 
13. Over the last fifteen years, a number of European recommendations about the fight against 

tobacco have been adopted. More recently, the ban on advertising and sponsorship, as 
well as manufacturing and labelling legislation have been implemented successfully. Will 
you, as a Commissioner, now initiate the next stage in the fight against tobacco: 
legislation to regulate smoking in public and/or work places (including restaurants and 
bars)? 

 
(Proposal by Jules Maaten) 

 
 
14. A forthcoming expert report prepared on behalf of the Commission has calculated that 

tobacco is now responsible for 660,000 deaths per year in the EU, and it puts the level of 
economic loss to the Community at 100 billion € or 1% of its GDP. Do you think that the 
Community is currently doing enough to tackle the tobacco epidemic? What do you intend 
to do to reduce these losses? 
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(Proposal by Verts/ALE group) 
 

Chemicals 

15. The new chemicals policy called REACH is largely considered to be "the biggest 
challenge the Commission has faced in meeting sustainable development goals". It has the 
potential to have significant impact on public health. The former Environment 
Commissioner Margot Wallstroem considered REACH to be a "groundbreaking proposal" 
that will "create a win-win situation for industry, workers and citizens, and our 
ecosystem". However, little has been heard from former Health Commissioner David 
Byrne about REACH. Do you share the view of Margot Wallstroem about REACH? How 
firmly are you committed to REACH? Are you prepared to get DG SANCO  more 
involved given the importance that REACH should have on better protecting public 
health? 

 
(Proposal by Verts/ALE group) 

 
Environment and Health 
 
16. In June, the World Health Organisation published a major study showing that children's 

health in the European Region is being significantly damaged by the environment. 
European Health and Environment Ministers adopted an action plan to reduce these 
threats. The Commission presented an Action Plan at the WHO meeting, which focuses 
entirely on research, instead of presenting clear legislative measures. It seems that a major 
cause for this lack of action is lack of political will in the Commission and inappropriate 
coordination between different DGs. Will you prioritise reviewing current EU legislation 
and its implementation to ensure that standards become adequate to protect the health of 
children and other vulnerable groups? Would you be prepared to advocate for the creation 
of a special task force in the Commission that would coordinate Commission activities in 
the field of environment and health to better protect children and other vulerable groups 
from environmental risks? 

 
(Proposal by Verts/ALE group) 

 
 
Financing of healthcare 

 
17. There is an enormous and well-documented gap in the financing of healthcare between 

East and West Europe. It is now time to launch 'a Cohesion fund for Health'. To help the 
fund get underway, do you think that the Phillip Morris settlement (Philip Morris agreed 
to pay the Commission Euro 1.2bn which is defrauded from the European budget) could 
be used as 'start up funding' to help fund health and thus avoid the 'juste retour' principle 
where this type of funding is returned to Member States? 

 
(Proposal by Jules Maaten) 

 
Health information 
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18. How are you going to make sure, as a Commissioner, that patients and consumers get the 
best quality health information? 

 
(Proposal by Jules Maaten) 

 
Low priced life-saving medicines 
 
19. What actions are you going to take to stop low priced life-saving medicines used to treat 

diseases such as HIV Aids from haemoraging out of Eastern Europe into the rest of 
Europe? Do you not think that you have a responsibility to ensure that patients get the 
medicines they deserve and that these are not diverted away for the sole profit of the 
middle man? 

 
(Proposal by Jules Maaten) 

 
European patient groups 
 
20. Do you envisage to fund European patient groups? 
 

(Proposal by Jules Maaten) 
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FOOD SAFETY 
 
21. In your opinion, what will be the biggest challenges for the European food safety policy in 

the next five years in the European Union? What would you do, as Commissioner, to 
ensure visible results by the end of your mandate? 

 
22. The legislative programme derived from the White Paper on Food Safety is almost 

completed. What would you do, as Commissioner, to ensure enforcement of this 
legislation?  

 
23. Do you agree that, beyond ensuring food safety, the EU should promote food quality and 

healthy nutrition? Which measures would you suggest in order to reach these aims?  
 

(Proposal by Verts/ALE group as addition to question 22.) 
 
 
24. How will you ensure that the European Food Safety Authority is adequately funded to 

fulfil its expanding duties? 
 

(Proposal by John Bowis as addition to question 22.) 
 
 
25. Which measures would you take in order to ensure a high level of protection to reinforce 

the controls at the new external borders of the EU? Do you have the appropriate staff? 
 
26. What will you do to improve the capacity and efficiency of the Food and Veterinary 

Office? 
(Proposal by John Bowis as addition to question 25.) 

 
 
27. According to the Treaty, "a high level of human health protection shall be ensured in the 

definition and implementation of all Community policies and activities". How would you 
ensure that this principle is properly translated into practice in the field of food safety and 
in connection with internal market legislation? 

 
 
Food labelling 
 
28. Consumers should be enabled to make an informed choice when buying food products. 

The Community legislation on food labelling plays a key role for this choice, especially 
with regard to nutritional labelling, health claims, labelling of food quality and production 
processes like the use of GMOs. Which measures will you take in order to inform 
consumers in an appropriate way and to avoid misleading marketing, especially towards 
children? 

(Proposal by Verts/ALE group) 
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HEALTH AND FOOD SAFETY 
 
Implementation 
 
29. In the environment field the practice has been established of holding "implementation 

sessions" where Members' questions relating to the implementation of particular pieces of 
legislation are answered by a representative from the Commission. Would you find it 
useful to extend this practice to the health and food safety areas?  

 
Relations with specialised Agencies 
 
30. In the last years the trend to establish specialised Agencies, including in the areas of food 

safety and health, has increased. How do you judge this development and what should be 
the nature of the relationship between the Commission and such Agencies? 

 
 
Role of Joint Research Center 
 
31. What role the Joint Research Center in Ispra should play in the context of Public Health 

and Food Safety in the European Union? 
 

(Proposal by Erna Hennicot-Schoepges) 
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