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IMPLEMENTATION OF EUROPEAN HEALTH LEGISLATION

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING ON 3-4 OCTOBER 2006

GENERAL QUESTIONS

1. Health Impact Assessments (John Bowis)                                                                                                  

When does the Commission expect to produce guidance on the methodology of Health 
Impact Assessments for use with all major EU and Member State policies?

2. Public health 2003-2008 (Antonios Trakatellis)

The action programme in the field of public health (2003-2008) is in its fourth year of 
implementation, while the new programme on health in the European Union (2007-2013)(1) is 
under consideration prior to the Council setting out a common position.

What programmes/proposals have been approved for co-funding by the Commission in 
accordance with the priorities set out in the 2006 work programme and the last invitation to 
submit proposals (2006)?  Which were rejected and on what grounds and which have been 
placed in reserve (favourable assessment but no funding owing to a shortage of financial 
resources - please provide a detailed list)? What measures has the Commission taken to 
stamp out the practice of stealing proposals and intellectual property from proposals which 
have been submitted? Can the Commission report on the progress of proceedings in the 
Council on the adoption of the new health programme for 2007-2013? What is its position on 
the budget for the new programme? Does the Commission intend to agree to an increase in 
appropriations for the new programme in line with its position set out in its original proposal 
(€ 968 million) and that of the European Parliament at first reading (€ 1.5 billion)?

(1) COM(2005)0115 – C6 0097/2005 – 2005/0042A(COD)

3. Tobacco Cessation (Miroslav Mikolášik)

During the Commissioner's last appearance at the environment committee in June 2006, the 
question of the implementation of the WHO's Framework Convention on Tobacco Control 
(FCTC) was raised, in particular, whether the European Commission was working to 
implement Article 14 relating to the accessibility and affordability of cessation therapies 
across member states.

At the June 2006 meeting, the Commissioner also committed to discuss potential initiatives 
with member states. Have you come any closer to encouraging member states to facilitate 
smokers' access to innovative smoking cessation therapies as outlined in Article 14 of the 
WHO's FCTC?
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Also, we have been made aware that an informal consultation on the Green Paper on smoke 
free areas took place recently with stakeholders from across the member states. Considering 
the importance of smoke free areas for tobacco control and the transparency of EU decision 
making (not least on an issue affecting millions of European citizens), will the Commissioner 
assure us that these responses will be made publicly available?

4. Cancer (Miroslav Mikolášik)

1) Is the Health Commissioner aware of the burden of cancers such as colorectal cancer and 
how early detection dramatically reduces the death rate of the disease?

2) Is the Health Commissioner exerting pressure on Member States to ensure that adequate 
screening programmes are being put in place?

3) What support is being made available to Member States to encourage the development of 
advocacy support groups?


