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The report should build on the assessment of the Lisbon Treaty in the report Corbett/Méndez 
de Vigo without repeating it. It aims at preparing Parliament for the implementation of this 
Treaty, in addition to the initiative reports which the Committee on Constitutional Affairs is 
drawing up on

- the impact of the Treaty of Lisbon on the Union's institutional balance;
- the institutional aspects of the External Action Service;
- the perspectives for developing the civil dialogue under the Treaty of Lisbon;
- the challenge of democracy: empowering the EU-citizen.

It will provide the occasion of taking stock of any problems of transition which would need to 
be addressed at an inter-institutional level.

The report should be examined by plenary in September. The opinions by the associated 
committees should therefore be available, if possible, by the end of the month of May and no 
later than 3 June 2008.

As at that time the ratification procedures for the Lisbon Treaty will not yet be concluded in 
several Member States, care should be given to address these matters in an appropriate 
manner to avoid any negative interference with these procedures.

The associated committees are invited to develop in their opinions an assessment of two main 
questions:

1) Which are the committee's political priorities with regard to the use of Parliament's new 
powers provided for in the Lisbon Treaty?

2) How does the committee envisage to cope with the transition from consultation to co-
decision in legislative procedures and with other procedural changes?

In their opinions, the committees should address notably the following particular aspects:

As to the first question:

1.1 In the committee's view, which amongst its priority policy objectives can be pursued 
more effectively under the Treaty of Lisbon?

1.2 Which political initiatives should Parliament take to this end?
1.3 Which improvements of parliamentary scrutiny procedures does the committee suggest 

in order to make full use, in the areas falling under its responsibilities, of Parliament's 
new role?

1.4 Which important new legislative measures falling under its remits do the committee 
expect the Commission to propose as a matter of priority after the entry into force of the 
Treaty of Lisbon?

1.5 How should in the committee's view and as far as its remits are concerned, the Union's 
medium and long term legislative and work programme be adapted in view of the 
changes provided for in the Treaty of Lisbon?
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As to the second question:

2.1 which pending or expected legislative proposals will be affected by a change of 
procedure at the moment of the entry into force of the Treaty of Lisbon?

2.2 which amongst the pending proposals should be adopted urgently and before the end of 
the year 2008; by which means Parliament's prerogatives could be safeguarded in such 
cases?

2.3 are there any legislative procedures falling under shared competences which would be 
affected by a serious problem if the final adoption of the act would not take place within 
eight weeks (information of National Parliaments) after the entry into force of the Treaty 
of Lisbon?

2.4 which amongst the pending proposals can be considered as obsolete because definitively 
abandoned in the Council?

2.5 amongst the pending proposals on which Parliament has already delivered its opinion 
pursuant to the consultation procedure, which ones give raise to a political need of 
proceeding to a first reading pursuant to the co-decision procedure (being understood 
that in the other cases Parliament's opinion could be confirmed as first reading, provided 
that reasoned opinions received by national parliaments do not require to take the matter 
up again)?

2.6 does the Committee hold any particular views regarding the future implementation of 
the provisions concerning delegated acts (Art. 249 B) and implementing acts (Art. 249 
C)?

As to the specific contribution by AFCO - committee

The role of AFCO - committee would mainly be to merge the positions expressed by the 
associated committees in a synthesis and to address any institutional aspects raised in this 
context.

Under the specific remits of AFCO Committee a possible contribution to this report could be
an assessment of the best way forward in order to avoid, with due respect of Parliament's 
prerogatives, that an absence of general rules concerning implementing acts (Art. 149 C) 
causes an obstacle to the adoption of legislation.
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