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Regional and structural policy are among the most important policy areas in the European 
Union, not only in terms of their budget but also and in particular owing to their importance 
for the social, economic and territorial cohesion of the European Union and the development 
of its 268 regions. 

In many places the regions of the European Union are confronted with broadly similar 
challenges. For example, they have to contend with globalisation and the accelerated
economic restructuring that goes with it, the opening up of trade relations, the consequences 
of the technological revolution, the development of the knowledge-based economy, 
demographic change and the rise in immigration.

Although it is the goal of EU structural policy to support the regions in overcoming these 
challenges, potential applicants for aid are faced with major obstacles to utilising the EU’s 
structural funds. These include excessive bureaucracy, too many regulations which are hard to 
understand, lack of transparency on co-financing schemes, low chances of exchange of 
experience between project operators, and lack of opportunities for inter-regional 
coordination.

One way of overcoming these obstacles is to develop a co-ordinated approach of inter-
regional exchange of best practices, to enable regional actors to draw on the experience of 
others. That is the aim of this report. However, in order to achieve this, there are a number of 
problems both of organisation and of substance. One of the most important of these is how to 
define what constitutes best practice. Though the term is used frequently and in many fields, 
there is a lack of a clear and unambiguous definition. 

Nevertheless, there are a number of factors which could serve to identify best practices for the 
European Union’s regional and structural policy. Your rapporteur recommends the following: 

 project quality

 assurance of partnership principle

 sustainability of measure

 respect for equal opportunities

 innovative nature of project

 effective use of resources 

 duration of project before implementation

 transferability of project, i.e. its applicability in other regions of the European 

Union. 

In the light of the diversity of content in EU cohesion policy, however, this report will 
concentrate on a few priorities:  
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 research and development / innovation

 environment – climate – sustainable energy policy

 creation of high-quality jobs

 lifelong learning

 integrated urban development

 demographic change

 cross-border cooperation

 public-private partnerships

On the basis of projects from the regions, in addition to the above-mentioned general factors, 
specific factors for best practice adapted to these priority themes should be identified. 

Alongside these matters of content, the report will also deal with organisational issues, 
particularly with a view to the ways and means by which the identified best practices can be 
exchanged between, or made accessible to, the actors in the regions. 

The report ‘Best Practices in the field of Regional Policy and obstacles to the use of the 
Structural Funds’ will contain conclusions and recommendations to the Commission. 
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