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IMPLEMENTATION OF EUROPEAN ENVIRONMENTAL LAW

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING ON 9 - 11 FEBRUARY 2009

I. BIODIVERSITY

1.       EU failure to halt the loss of Biodiversity by 2010 (Chris Davies)

The recently published Mid-Term Assessment of Implementing the EC Biodiversity Action 
Plan has revealed that the EU is highly unlikely to meet its 2010 target of halting biodiversity 
decline, even if intensive efforts are taken immediately.

What initiatives will the Commission take between now and the end of 2010 to improve 
progress towards this target at EU and Member State level?

In its forthcoming EU Budget Review will the Commission make reference to the objective of 
halting biodiversity loss, and propose options how the budget can be reformed to this end?

II. NATURE PROTECTION (John Bowis)

2. Could the Commission provide an update on the situation regarding ongoing damage 
to Natura 2000 sites in Bulgaria, as per its answer of 5th November 2008 to the  
question tabled by Chris Davies?

III. IMPLEMENTATION OF DIRECTIVES - SPECIAL CASES

3. Compliance with birds and habitats directive in Apulia, Italy  (Monica Frassoni)

In September 2007 the European Court of Justice (in case C-388/05) judged that Italy was in 
breach of the birds and habitats directives as it was allowing Steppe habitat in Apulia to be 
damaged and threatened Little Bustards to be disturbed. More than one year later, what has 
the Commission done to ensure that Italy adheres to the judgement?

4. Waste treatment in Huelva (Roberto Musacchio)

In September 2008, Fertiberia SA applied to Huelva Town Council for a building permit for 
the construction of a plant to treat acid water used for the transport of phosphogypsum from 
the factory to tailings dams, and rain water that has been contaminated by contact with 
phosphogypsum. These waters contain heavy metals (zinc, copper, aluminium, cadmium and 
lead) and other pollutants: arsenic, fluorides, phosphorus and ammonia.

Fertiberia S.A stores 120 millon tonnes of phosphogypsum on its 1 200 hectare site located on 
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salt marshes (coastal area that is public land) very close to both the town of Huelva and an 
SCI classified area.

In April 2008, the Provincial Department of the Andalucian regional government's 
environment ministry issued Fertiberia with an 8-year integrated environmental permit. This 
permit acknowledges that untreated acid water was discharged into the River Tinto up to 1997 
and reused for the transport of phosphogypsum in what was in theory a closed loop.

More than 50 000 m3 of acid water was spilt into Huelva's estuary in 1999 when a tailings 
dam broke. This led to numerous allegations that Fertiberita drained acid water on a regular 
monthly basis into the Huelva estuary. This acid water is still not being treated.

The situation described breaches Community environmental legislation, in particular 
Directive 2000/60/EC and the IPPC Directive and regulations on best available techniques for 
the large volume inorganic chemicals industry – ammonia, acids and fertilisers (Bref).

What measures does the Commission intend taking to ensure compliance with the 
aforementioned directives and Bref?
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