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N o t e

The Treaty of Lisbon:

ratification in the Member States

The following table is a photography of the ratification situation in the Member States after the 
negative outcome of the Irish referendum. 19 Member States have so far ratified the treaty.

Previous versions of this note comprise information on national rules governing constitutional 
amendments and the use of referendums.
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Country Current Situation

Austria On April 9, after strong campaigns for a public referendum and a lively debate in the 
house, the first chamber of the Austrian National Parliament approved the Ratification Bill 
by 151 to 27. SPÖ, ÖVP and the Greens voted in favour, opposition came from the right-
wing FPÖ and BZÖ. On 24 April the Bundesrat, the upper chamber of the Austrian 
Parliament approved the Lisbon Treaty with 58 votes in favour and 4 against. The Austrian 
President has signed the ratification document on 28 April, thus concluding the formal 
ratification process.

Belgium At this moment, the required majority is expected to be attained. The Belgian Senate gave 
its backing on 6 March by 48 to 8 with one abstention. On April 10, the Chamber of 
Deputies approved the treaty with 116 votes in favour, 18 votes of the far-right parties 
Vlaams Belang and Front National against and 7 abstentions. The Wallon Parliament has 
approved the bill which ratifies the Lisbon Treaty on 14 May (56 in favour, 4 against and 2 
abstentions). The Parliament of the French Community has approved a decree  ratifying 
the Treaty on 20 May (67 in favour and 3 abstentions) but the government of the French 
Community still has to confirm this decision. The Parliament of Brussels-Capital has 
approved a draft ordinance in committee which allows the ratification. The Parliament of 
the German Community has voted in favour of ratifying the Treaty on 19 May.

Bulgaria On 21 March, Bulgaria became the sixth member state to ratify the Lisbon Treaty. The text 
was supported by all government coalition parties, as well as by most opposition parties. A 
total of 195 MPs voted in favour and 15 votes against, including 11 members of the far-
right party Ataka.

Cyprus The examination of the ratification bill has started in the European Affairs Committee of the 
Parliament. Although sometimes presented as a Eurosceptic movement, President 
Christofias' party AKEL has never questioned ratification. At this moment, the required 
majority in Parliament is expected to be attained and ratification should be completed over 
the next few months.

Czech 
Republic

The Czech parliament voted on 30 October 2007 to go on with parliamentary ratification. 
The vote on the Treaty will take place in autumn 2008; the required majority is expected to 
be attained, as only the KSCM is against the Lisbon Treaty. On 24 April the Czech Senate 
voted in favour of asking the Constitutional Court to verify if the Treaty is compatible with 
the Czech constitution (48 in favour, 4 against and 18 abstentions). The second reading in 
the Parliament is supposed to be in autumn 2008 (probably in November) but Czech MPs 
are trying to slow down the ratification process in order not to diminish the importance of 
the upcoming Czech EU Presidency.
After the Irish referendum President Klaus has announced that according to him the Lisbon 
treaty is dead.

Denmark On 11 December 2007 parliament voted against a referendum. On 24 April the Danish 
Parliament ratified the Lisbon Treaty with 90 votes in favour and 25 Eurosceptic MPs 
against.

Estonia On the motion of the Constitutional Committee the first reading of the Bill on Ratification of 
the Treaty of Lisbon was concluded at the Riigikogu (National Parliament). The second 
reading has taken place on 11 June. The ratification bill passed with 91 votes in favour and 
one against

Finland The Bill on Ratification was submitted to the Finnish Parliament end of March and the 
approval was scheduled to take place in July. On 10 April the Parliament had its first 
debate on the Lisbon Treaty, showing some concerns in security policy. Nonetheless, all 
Government coalition parties and the main opposition party SDP favoured ratification. 
Approval of the Finnish Parliament took place on 11 June. The parliament approved the 
treaty by 151 in favour to 27 against, with 21 MPs absent. President Tarja Halonen must 
sign the treaty within three months for it to be ratified.

France On 4 February 2008 the Versailles Congress, bringing together both the French Senate 
and the National Assembly, voted 560 to 181 in favour of amending their country's 
constitution to allow the adoption of the Treaty of Lisbon. The parliamentary ratification of 
the Treaty in the Assembly followed on 7 February 2008, with 336 votes in favour, 52 
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against, and 17 abstentions (84 MPs did not vote). On the same day, the Senate voted 
with 265 in favour, 42 against and 13 abstentions.

Germany On 24 April the lower house of Germany's parliament (Bundestag) ratified the Treaty of 
Lisbon by 515 votes in favour, 58 against (mainly the Left party) and one abstention. The 
Bundesrat also ratified the Treaty on 23 May (15 Länder in favour, Berlin abstained). 
Before the formal signature by President Köhler the ratification bill is set to be examined by 
the German constitutional court, as a complaint of unconstitutionality was brought by MP 
Peter Gauweiler (CSU) and others against the ratification act. This could delay the 
definitive ratification of the treaty.

Greece Only the Communist Party and the Popular Orthodox Rally were against the Treaty. 
Foreign Minister Mrs Bakoyannis spoke in favour of ratification at the Parliament's Special 
Committee on 9 June. On 11 June, parliament ratified the treaty by 250 votes in favour, 42 
votes against and eight MPs absent. This majority included members of the ruling New 
Democracy party and of the opposition PASOK.

Hungary The Treaty of Lisbon was ratified on 17 December 2007 (325 votes in favour, 5 votes 
against, and 14 abstentions)

Ireland On 2 April the Irish Government launched its White Paper on the Lisbon Treaty and the 
parliamentary debate on the Referendum Bill. The referendum took place on Thursday 
12 June. Most Government and opposition parties supported the Treaty, with the exception 
of Sinn Féin. The new PM Brian Cowen, in his acceptance speech, urged his party to 
campaign hard for a yes vote in the referendum. The Referendum Commission prepared 
neutral information on the issues at stake, including distribution of a leaflet on the treaty to
all households in Ireland.
Important subjects in the referendum campaign were again Irish neutrality and 
independence as well as concerns about possible tax rises and fears of future constraints 
for fishers and farmers.
On 12 June Irish citizens voted against ratification of the Treaty (53,4%).

Italy The junior coalition partner of the incoming government (Northern League), having doubled 
its votes, could raise obstacles in the Lisbon Treaty ratification process, as only this party
and the Communist Refoundation (not represented in Parliament any more) are known to 
be against the Treaty. The President of the Republic, Giorgio Napolitano, and the 
President of the Lower House, Gianfranco Fini, recently declared that the ratification of the 
Treaty would be the government's priority. On 30 May, the Council of Ministers approved a 
draft Bill on the ratification of the Treaty. The date of the vote in Parliament is not yet fixed.

Latvia The Latvian Saeima ratified the Lisbon treaty on 8 May with 70 MPs voting in favour, three 
against and one abstention. It is hence the 13th Member State having concluded the 
ratification procedure.

Lithuania On 8 May the Seimas (Parliament) approved ratification of the Lisbon Treaty. Out of a total 
of 141 MPs 83 voted in favour, 5 against, and 23 abstained. It is expected that President 
Adamkus will sign the ratification document soon after.

Luxem-
bourg

The House of Representatives ratified the Treaty on 29 May (47 in favour, 1 against and 3 
abstentions).

Malta Malta ratified the Treaty on 29 January by a unanimous vote.
Nether-
lands

In September 2007 the government decided to rule out the possibility of having a 
referendum; however, the opposition wishes to pass a law that will make the referendum 
obligatory. The probable date for ratification is autumn 2008. The Dutch Lower House 
(Tweede Kamer) expressed its intention in late April to reinforce COSAC for national 
parliaments to be able to make full use of their new prerogatives in the examination of 
subsidiarity issues. The Tweede Kamer voted in favour of the ratification on 5 June. Its 
Committee on European Affairs will visit four Dutch cities and meet with the citizens to talk 
about the way in which the Lower House dealt with the new Treaty (June). The Bill will now 
go to the Upper House. 

Poland After weeks of disputes, the Polish Parliament endorsed the Lisbon Treaty on 1 April with 
384 votes in favour, 56 against and 12 abstentions. The ruling party had agreed, at the 
request of the Law and Justice (opposition) party, to introduce a parliamentary resolution 
containing references to Poland's sovereignty in light of EU legislation. The political 
ratification process was concluded with the approval, on 2 April, by the Senate (74 in 
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favour, 17 against and 6 abstentions). Formally, ratification will be completed upon entry 
into force of the law authorising the President to ratify and the President's signature.

Portugal Prime Minister Jose Socrates has decided on 9 January 2008 not to hold a referendum on 
the Lisbon Treaty. On 23 April the National Assembly voted with a large majority in favour 
of ratification of the Treaty (208 in favour and 21 against). Portuguese President Anibal 
Cavaco Silva officially ratified the treaty, symbolically choosing 'Europe Day' (9 May) to do 
so.

Romania On 4 February Romania ratified, as the fourth member state, the Treaty of Lisbon by an 
overwhelming majority of 387 votes in favour, 1 vote against and 1 abstention.

Slovakia The Slovak Parliament ratified the Lisbon Treaty on 10 April by 103 in favour to 5 against, 
obtaining the support from a number of deputies from the Party of the Hungarian Coalition. 
Other opposition parties abstained or voted against as a sign of protest to a government-
sponsored media reform bill, which was passed on 9 April.

Slovenia Slovenia ratified the Treaty of Lisbon on 29 January (74 votes in favour, 6 votes against 
and 10 abstentions).

Spain The likely date for ratification is October 2008 at the latest. On 9 March the Socialists again 
emerged as the strongest party from the general elections. All major parties are in favour of 
the Lisbon treaty. However, certain small groups such as Convergence and Unity, 
Republican Left of Catalonia, or United Left could express themselves against the treaty. 
Parties have not yet formally announced their positions but ratification is almost certain. On 
30 April, the Council of Ministers has approved the transmission to Parliament of the Draft 
Bill whereby Spain’s ratification of the Treaty of Lisbon will be authorised. The text is under 
examination in the Committee of Foreign Affairs until 11 June.

Sweden Probably ratification will take place in November 2008 at the latest. At this moment, the 
required majority is expected to be attained. Only the Left Party and the Greens signalled 
their opposition.

United 
Kingdom

The government has not seen any necessity to hold a referendum. On 21 January 2008 
the House of Commons approved a second reading of the Treaty of Lisbon (362 votes in 
favour, 224 against). However, the Conservative opposition tabled two amendments to 
allow holding a referendum, which were rejected by the House on 5 March (311 against, 
248 in favour). The Lower Chamber adopted the treaty on 11 March (346 votes to 206), 
after debates over six weeks.
On 11 June the House of Lords refused to support a move for a referendum during report 
stage debate (280 against, 218 in favour).
The complaint against the government's decision to ratify in Parliament has been rejected 
by the High Court of London.
On 18 June 2008, after having rejected another move by the Conservative Party to delay 
ratification by a margin of 93 (277 against, 184 in favour), the House of Lords closed the 
third reading of the bill after a debate of several hours. The UK Parliament thus approved
the Lisbon Treaty. Royal Assent is expected within 24 hours. The UK is the 19th Member 
State to ratify.
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