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Dear Mr Borrell,

In a letter dated 14 March 2006 you informed me of the proposals for internal reform measures 
considered by the Conference of Presidents on 9 March, and invited the Conference of 
Committee Chairmen to take part in the debate on this subject.

As proposed in my letter of 24 March, and following the authorisation you were kind enough to 
give us, the Conference of Committee Chairmen held a seminar on 22-23 June with a view to 
contributing to the debate in the Conference of Presidents. Unfortunately, you were not able to 
join us on that occasion.

I have pleasure in sending you, attached, the ‘Limelette Declaration’ adopted by the Conference 
of Committee Chairmen at the end of the seminar, which summarises the main proposals, with 
particular reference to the activities of the parliamentary committees.

The declaration is accompanied by a number of background papers which were prepared as a 
stimulus to debate at the seminar.

Own-initiative reports

You will note that the Conference of Committee Chairmen puts forward a number of proposals 
on own-initiative reports aimed at strengthening their strategic role, while avoiding increasing 
their number.

These proposals would require amendment of the Decision of the Conference of Presidents of 
12 December 2002 governing non-legislative reports. I will therefore send you as soon as 
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possible a draft amendment to those rules, which I would ask you to put to the Conference of 
Presidents in the context of its work on internal reform.

Enhanced cooperation between parliamentary committees

On the subject of enhanced cooperation between parliamentary committees (Rule 47 of the 
Rules of Procedure), in the light of the experience gained in the course of this legislature, 
particularly with the REACH dossier, the Conference of Committee Chairmen proposes 
introducing certain procedural changes aimed at rebalancing the contribution of the committees 
concerned and at encouraging them to cooperate more closely.

Since the Committee on Constitutional Affairs is the committee competent for amendments to 
the Rules of Procedure, I would ask you to pass on the proposal of the Conference of Committee 
Chairmen to that committee with a view to its possibly drafting a detailed proposal on this 
matter.

Strategic programming

The Conference of Committee Chairmen takes the view that better coordination of the budget 
procedure and the strategic programming procedure (the Commission’s Legislative and Work 
Programme) would considerably strengthen Parliament’s negotiating position vis-à-vis the 
Council and Commission. The Conference proposes, inter alia, that a joint debate be held 
annually at the November part-session on ‘The European Parliament’s priorities for the year 
200x: legislative and work programme and annual budget’. 

I should be grateful if you would kindly instruct the departments responsible to prepare a draft 
agenda for the November part-session this year incorporating this proposal, with a view to then 
submitting it to the political groups. 

Parliamentary calendar 

The parliamentary calendar is also, of course, the subject of a number of proposals, in the light 
of, inter alia, the steady decrease over a period of years in the number of days allocated to the 
parliamentary committees, even though the number of parliamentary committees has risen from 
17 to 24 between 2003 and 2006. With a view also to making better use of the limited resources 
available, it would be desirable for the committees and delegations to be authorised as soon as 
possible to travel during the constituency weeks, and for the Conference of Presidents to instruct 
the departments responsible to present a draft calendar for 2008 which takes account of the 
proposals made in the declaration.

Better Lawmaking 

The committee chairmen then looked at the subject of ‘Better Lawmaking’, and I am sending 
you, for information, a note containing an action plan for this area.
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On Friday, 23 June the Conference of Committee Chairmen worked on two key subjects for 
the future: European energy policy and the Constitutional Treaty.

European energy policy

European energy policy will be a priority issue in 2007. I therefore intend to propose to the 
Coordination Group on the Lisbon Strategy that this dossier become one of the central themes of 
our work in anticipation of the 2007 Spring Summit, and that it should be included in our annual 
meeting with the national parliaments.

We should therefore be grateful if you would instruct the departments concerned to propose to 
the Conference of Presidents that in early 2007, in good time for the Spring Summit, a special 
day in plenary should be devoted exclusively to energy questions.

Non-ratification of the Constitutional Treaty

The Conference of Committee Chairmen also looked at the effects of the failure to ratify the 
Constitutional Treaty, and agreed that the parliamentary committees should point out in their 
work the effects arising from the fact that the Treaty has not come into force.

Working conditions of the parliamentary committees 

Finally, the Conference of Committee Chairmen analysed their working conditions, as well as 
the resources placed at their disposal, and identified a number of requests that require dialogue 
with the Bureau and the Committee on Budgets.

I can say in conclusion that the parliamentary committees showed great interest in reform of the 
institution’s working methods. They consequently underlined the need to be closely involved in 
those aspects of the reform that relate to their own work.

Yours sincerely,

Joseph DAUL

Annex: Declaration of Limelette


