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1.  Introduction 

The Reform Party of Syria (RPS) is a US-based Syrian opposition party that has 
emerged as a result of September 11. The party is governed by secular, peace 
committed Syrian-Americans, Euro-Americans, and native Syrians who are determined to 
see that a "New Syria" is reborn that embraces real democratic and economic reforms.  

RPS believes that political despotism, economic deprivation, and social stagnation in the 
Middle East have contributed significantly to the increase in domestic and international 
terrorism and to an Arab public policy based on abuse of human rights and tyranny.   

RPS embraces accountability and transparency, human rights and freedom of expression, 
pulling out of Lebanon, and peaceful co-existence with all of its neighbors.  

RPS has presence in:  

Temporary Headquarters 

Washington DC 

Syria (mostly Underground) 

Damascus 
Aleppo 
Deir el-Zour 
Homs 
Hama 
Kamochli 

United States 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Scottsdale, Arizona 
Patterson, New Jersey 
Chicago, Illinois 

Europe & Asia 

Sofia, Bulgaria 
Bonn, Germany 
Berlin, Germany 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands 
Brussels, Belgium 
London, UK 
Kiev, Ukraine 
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2. Mission Statement  

1. RPS mission is to build a true democracy in a "New Syria" where multiple 
parties are represented and elections are held free from fear, intimidation, and 
repressive measures.  

2. RPS mission is to prohibit the establishments in the "New Syria" of any political 
parties whose charter calls for violence against other countries or people and to 
disassociate itself from any other group whose aim, through violence or 
otherwise, is to impose their ideologies unto others. 

3. RPS mission is to introduce economic reforms in the "New Syria" to help a 
middle class emerge that will usher a new era of economic prosperity. 

4. RPS mission is to facilitate the establishment, in the "New Syria", of a dynamic 
and transparent business community that will support and enhance its economic 
reforms.  

5. RPS mission is to work, in the "New Syria", with all the surrounding countries 
to fashion peace and trade agreements that will result in further economic 
development and unity in purpose.  

6. RPS mission is to moderate, in the "New Syria", our armed forces to protect 
rather than threaten and to educate our internal police force to safeguard human 
rights and to respect human dignity.  

7. RPS mission is to encourage, in the "New Syria", non-violent religious freedom 
by celebrating people with diverge religious backgrounds and to help Syrians build 
communal centers for the purpose of cultural enrichment.    

8. RPS mission is to assist the "New Syria" to be embraced by the world 
community through actions and deeds.  

9. RPS mission is to transform, in the "New Syria", the educational system to 
harvest people free to think for themselves rather than support ideologies of the 
past that are more comfortable with hate than championing differences of opinion. 

10. RPS mission is to vacate from Lebanon and repair the damage done from years 
of occupation by supporting and helping all Lebanese willing to espouse 
transparency and accountability and to do so in an environment free from 
pressure. 

11. RPS mission is to purge, in the "New Syria", all weapons from its arsenal 
whose purpose is the indiscriminate mass killing of civilians and to encourage the 
adoption of a comprehensive strategy in the Middle East, built on real trust that is 
free of weapons of mass destruction. 

12. RPS mission is to respect and protect all religions in the "New Syria" and NOT 
to undertake any acts of revenge on those who have ruled Syria over the last 40 
years.   
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3. RPS Positions 
 
RPS stand on issues of importance are discussed below.  
 
3.1 RPS and Islam  
 
The Reform Party of Syria is a secular party. However, as Syrians and party members 
we embrace many religions and beliefs. 

Our policy towards the separation of Islam and State are very clear. We feel that religion 
is a personal matter between God and oneself. Religious activism has no place in politics. 
The Party believes in the following:  

1. Religion is a personal matter that must be experienced privately between God and 
oneself. That experience must remain private practiced in Mosques, Churches, 
Synagogues, Temples, and homes only. 

2. Our educational system must stress the above and encourage our youth to 
separate between politics and religion by teaching all religions in an open and free 
environment.  

3. The Party embraces human rights as the cornerstone of its mission and towards 
that end we believe that the rights of Syrian women are as sacred as the rights of 
any Syrian. We also believe that women should be free to practice religion and to 
live free from over zealous control by religious fanatics. 

3.2 RPS and Peace 
 
The Reform Party of Syria believes that Syria needs a change of direction in regional 
and international politics.  

Under the Ba'ath regime of the Assad family, Syria has succeeded in creating enmity with 
all of its neighbors. Syria is unwelcome in Lebanon through an illegal occupation; Syria is 
at war with the country of Israel since 1947 even before the Golan Heights; Syria is at 
odds with Jordan and relations are icy; although Syria recently signed an agreement with 
Turkey, relations remain distant; and Syria is in a state of war against Iraq because of 
support for insurgency. Therefore, the Reform Party of Syria is committed: 

1. To pull Syrian troops out of Lebanon and to begin the process of healing relations 
between both countries. The Lebanese people deserve their past and vibrant 
democracy back that governed the country into prosperity and an international 
reputation that far outpaced Lebanon's size and influence. 

2. To help achieve peace and an open border policy with the country of Israel 
because it is in the best interest of Syria to do so. 
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3. To enhance our relations with the country of Turkey on many levels including 
trade. RPS believes that Turkey's experience as a democratic Islamic country can 
be learned from to help build governance and accountability in Syria. 

4. To re-energize our relations with the country of Jordan at all levels including 
trade. Jordan has demonstrated on many occasions its long term vision towards a 
more prosperous Middle East free from terrorism.  

5. To recognize the New Iraq and to work with the Iraqi government to bring 
stability to the region and the borders between both countries. A democratic axis 
between both countries will be a powerful elixir and an example for others to 
follow.  

6. To re-size its armed forces to meet its internal needs and to dispose of all 
weapons of mass destruction and to commit to an open inspection system while 
fully cooperating with the international community.  

Syria can achieve through peace what it has never been able to achieve through war and 
that is a prosperous, friendly, and strong Syria recognized in the world community as an 
example of democracy and goodwill. 
 
3.3 RPS and Human Rights 
 
The Reform Party of Syria is committed to Human Rights in the New Syria. During the 
last 42 years, the Ba'ath regime has violated every international law in regard to the 
human rights of Syrians. There are Syrian Kurds today who are not eligible to have a 
Syrian identity card or who have been removed from their lands forcibly; there are 
Syrian prisoners of conscience lamenting in abhorring prison conditions and tortured at 
will with dire results that sometimes lead to death; there are prisoners of war who should 
have been returned to their families long ago; and there are mass graves of Syrians who 
have spoken against the atrocities of the regime.  

The Reform Party of Syria is committed to the cause of Human Rights in all of its 
aspects. Our commitment extends to the following issues that require immediate 
attention: 

1. Release of all non-violent political prisoners whose only crime is opposing the 
violent regime of the Ba'ath Party. 

2. Release of all Lebanese prisoners held against their will or as prisoners of war to 
free their country from occupation. 

3. Release of all other foreign prisoners of war unconditionally and as a gesture of 
goodwill.  

4. Work sensibly with the international community to release all Syrian prisoners of 
war unconditionally.  

5. Re-commit Syria to the international laws governing Human Rights as proposed 
by the Geneva Convention. 
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6. Remedy the injustices imposed on ALL Syrian minorities be it Kurds, Jews, or 
Christians by reconnecting them to the governing process and help them re-
establish their status as Syrians with full rights accorded to any other Syrian.  

7. Redistrict the political system to allow all Syrians equal voices in a new, 
democratically elected parliament.  

8. Grant all Syrians their legal rights for a citizenship with full suffrage. 
9. Grant women rights equal to men in every aspect of our society and encourage 

their participation in the political, economic, and social dynamics of a New Syria. 
10. Impose laws that will protect the human rights of all Syrians against malice and 

government non-accountability.  
11. Educate our children about the importance of accountability, transparency, and 

tolerance for humans of all races and religions. 

3.4 RPS and the Syria Accountability Act 

The Reform Party of Syria supports the Syria Accountability Act because it addresses 

1. a ban on the export of weapons to Syria as well as items that could be used in 
weapons programs.  

2. a ban on all U.S. exports to Syria except food or medicine;  
3. a ban of all American business investment in Syria;  
4. a restriction on the movement of Syrian diplomats in the United States; 
5. a ban on all Syrian -owned or -controlled aircraft from entering the United States;  
6. a reduction of diplomatic contact with Syria;  
7. a freeze of Syrian assets in the United States. 

The overall sanctions do not harm Syrians or the civilian population. It would simply 
impose sanctions on the regime of Baschar al-Assad. 
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4. Political Analysis 
 
Syrians fall in either one of five affiliations politically: 

1. The Ba’athists and Socialist Party affiliations. The Ba’ath party started in 
1946. The majority of Syrians today belong to the Ba’ath or the Syrian Socialist 
National Party or some other smaller off-shoot of Ba’athism. However, many are 
dissatisfied with the results. With corruption and political malice rampant in Syria, 
many Syrians are genuinely disaffected. Three things are happening to the Party's 
membership today: 1) Apathy amongst the largest constituency, which is 
rendering political engagement almost non-existent. 2) Defections to other parties 
such as the Muslim Brotherhood. 3) A small minority is attempting to re-energize 
the party by either repeating the same slogan of Arabism and feeding the masses 
on the frenzy of the violence between the Israelis and the Palestinians or by using 
violent methods such as unprovoked detentions to send the message to those 
who are swaying in their beliefs that the Ba’athists will prevail by any means 
possible. RPS feels that the majority of our members will come from the group 
that has given up on Ba’ath but is unable to say it or stand up for what they are 
starting to believe in for fear of imprisonment or death.  

2. The Muslim Brotherhood. This is a well organized group that has espoused a 
twisted form of Islam to engage in violent and extremist behavior. Muslim 
Brotherhood, since Hama, went underground. A non-violent form has emerged on 
the scene recently claiming democratic purpose. MB recruits young people using 
either Islam as the solution to any problem or the intolerance young people find in 
the lack of freedom of expression in the oppressive regimes they face not only in 
Syria but in the whole Middle East. MB's possible ascendancy to power is the main 
reason why the US is tolerant of the Ba’ath regime in Syria which has contained 
the Muslim Brotherhood with an iron fist. However, recently and after the Iraq 
War, Syria begun the process of arming and training elements of MB and Ansar al-
Islam (another extremist Islamic organization that operated out of Iraq) to fight 
the coalition forces. Out of 240 captured extremists in Iraq until the end of 
September 2003, 138 are Syrians belonging to the Muslim Brotherhood. The 
problem lies in the fact that the more oppressive the regime is, the more 
extremism it will breed. This is a game with no end in sight. A successful 
campaign in building Iraq will be the only solution to extremism in the Middle 
East. The combination of Freedom of Expression and Economic Prosperity is the 
formula for success to suck the oxygen away from the Muslim Brotherhood.  

3. The Opposition Groups. Out of 37 political parties or affiliation, 17 of them are 
opposition groups that want to see Syria's Ba’athism dismantled and replaced with 
a different ideology be it socialism, communism, or Arabism. These groups are 
active politically and have managed to consolidate some of their efforts to 
confront the Assad family and their pundits. Some of them are willing to bear 
arms to rescue Syria from its hopeless political situation. Although Assad father 
retained some control over these groups through persuasion and an iron fist 
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policy, the younger Assad is undermining this group because of advice he is 
getting from a generation incapable of understanding the dynamics of Syria's 
political landscape. RPS has had a good success reaching out to this group as 
allies against the Ba’ath party.   

4. The Restless and Pragmatic. Many Syrians have reached a point where they 
see that neither Ba’athists nor Muslim Brotherhood can deliver the salvation of 
Syria. This group of people is more open to ideas. They tend to be better 
educated and have traveled or lived abroad. Although they appear Ba’athists (to 
protect themselves from the wrath of the regime), they are in fact restless Syrians 
looking for a "solution" to Syria's dilemmas whether it deals with economic, 
political, or social justice. RPS, intuitively, appeals to this group of people and 
most of our members have come from them. We are seeing more and more 
people understand what the US is trying to do in Iraq and have come to grip with 
the realities of one superpower. This group is extremely pragmatic and is open to 
most of the issues that Baathists and Muslim Brotherhood cannot discuss because 
of the ideology behind those two parties. 

5. The "Don't Care" or "Totally Gave up" Group. Many Syrians have reached a 
point in their lives where they simply do not care because it does not matter 
which political party is in or out; they are all the same, corrupt to the core and 
hungry for power. We have seen, since our appearance on the scene, some 
people from that group pay some attention to RPS because they are intrigued by 
the fact that we are US-based and that we appeared on the scene just about 
when the war was won in Iraq. RPS, through a non-scientific survey, has learned 
that some of the people in that group are simply curious and some want us to 
succeed just to see whether change is possible in Syria. RPS is trying hard to 
appeal to that group of minority Syrians to engage them in intellectual and 
rational dialogues about their importance to the future of Syria. We are seeing 
some success.  
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5. The 3-step Plan 

RPS envisions a 3-step plan to position itself to effectively become one of many 
democratic alternatives:  

Support by Syrians living in Syria 

RPS is in the process of cultivating and working with local tribal leaders and underground 
political organizations in Syria to help our party gain a foothold in Syrian politics. Our 
base of support is growing slowly but constantly.  

Support by Syrians in the Diaspora 

RPS is extending a hand to all Syrians living in the Diaspora who understand fully the 
meaning of democracy and are willing to help propel the concept of a "New Syria" 
working with the international community for peace and prosperity in the region. 
Furthermore, RPS has conducted several meetings in Europe, including the EU 
Parliament, the Belgian Senate, and the French Parliament to bridge the gap between the 
US and European policies for Syria. We feel this is an important step to coalesce a real 
policy of democratization of Syria by various western societies with interest in a stable 
and free Syria.  

Support by the United States and Europe 

The Reform Party of Syria is working in Washington DC to gain and cultivate support 
from a variety of power bases in the U.S. government. Furthermore, RPS is working with 
Think Tanks and NGO's to project our democratic vision of Syria. 

We are also cultivating relations with the European governments to insure that our 
message of democracy and freedom resonates in the halls of power.  
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6. "Syrian Democratic Coalition" 

In a letter addressed to all the opposition parties and groups in Syria, RPS has issued an 
invitation for a conference in Washington DC that was held between November 12 and 18 
of 2003 titled "Syrian Democratic Coalition".  

The purpose of the conference was twofold: 

1. To impress upon the US Administration and the US public that Syrians can and 
will espouse democracy contrary to what the Ba’ath Party in Syria tells the US 
State Department in regard to the acceptance of the Islamists in Syria.   

2. To help build the concept of the "The Third Alternative" as a strategic value 
driven by the need to consolidate all democratic opposition parties in and outside 
Syria under one umbrella.  

We did achieve both goals successfully during this conference.  

 
SDC CHARTER (Washington DC, November 17, 2003) 

To all beloved Syrian citizens everywhere: 
 
Despite all the dynamic changes altering the world political landscape of the 20th Century, 
the present Syrian Ba'ath regime continues to govern Syria using a set of outdated 
archaic and primitive methods. We know it is not a democratic system of government 
based on legitimate institutions, but rather a prime model of repression and torture. 
 
It is evident to us that Syria under the present Ba'ath regime is rapidly going from bad to 
worse. Furthermore, we see no change in the political reality of Syria until the Syrian 
people take it upon themselves to change the course. 
 
The Syrian Democratic Coalition (SDC) with its newly chartered course realizes how 
critical the situation in Syria is under this hegemonic repressive Syrian Ba'ath regime, 
backed by the cruel Syrian security apparatus. We are also cognizant of how the regime 
single-handedly formulates flawed decisions affecting the destiny of the nation and its 
citizens by suspending civil laws, dismantling constitutional legitimate institutions, driving 
the nation to poverty, unemployment, thus becoming the victim of an outdated economic 
system. The regime also mocks our electoral system by declaring a presidential winner, 
with 99.99% of the votes, using the only candidate.   
 
We are convinced that the Ba'ath regime in Syria is beyond repair, restoration, patching 
or overhauling. For this reason, we have come together, united as the Syrian Democratic 
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Coalition, to promote a common political agenda and vision for Syria based on 
democratic principles.  
 
We aim to create a free democratic system of government based on parliamentary 
elections to dispose of this nightmare of dictatorship by heredity. We have united in a 
common front, under the banner of the Syrian Democratic Coalition, in order to render 
our political struggle more effective and the end results more tangible. Thus, the Syrian 
Democratic Coalition meeting in Washington DC calls for the achievement of the following 
objectives: 
 
1) Topple the Dictatorial Syrian Ba’ath Regime  
 
We call for the overthrow of the dictatorial Ba'ath regime to be replaced with a 
democratic system of government reflecting the free will of all Syrian citizens. We also 
call for the abolishment of all unjust legislations decreed by the Ba'ath regime.  
 
2) The Formation of a Transitional Government 
 
We call for the establishment of a new, temporary transitional government in Syria to 
lead the nation towards the adoption of a permanent Syrian constitution. In order to 
achieve this objective, we call for free elections in Syria, under the auspices of a credible 
international body, through secret ballots, to elect a constitutional assembly. The 
transitional government will conduct a major census in our country during a fixed, pre-
determined period of time after the overthrow of the old Syrian Baath regime. The 
transitional Syrian government will be composed of all the political representatives of the 
Syrian people laboring to transform Syria into a new democratic state to achieve the 
following objectives enunciated in this charter. 
 
A. We intend to lift the state of emergency, eradicate martial laws, and eliminate the 
repressive state security apparatus and make its documents public. We intend to 
dismantle the remaining influences of the Ba'ath regime in all areas. Furthermore, we 
contemplate to issue amnesty to all the prisoners of conscious in Syrian jails, 
compensating them for all the damages incurred as a result of oppressive measures 
taken against them.  
 
B. We intend to eliminate the practices of discrimination against religious, sectarian, and 
ethnic groups in Syria. Such practices are used by the Syrian Ba'ath regime against our 
Syrian compatriots to cement divisions amongst the people of Syria. Thus, the new 
transitional government would abolish the practices of discrimination of the old Ba'ath 
regime and would create new equitable opportunities so all Syrian citizens would 
participate in governing the nation. The new transitional Syrian government will endeavor 
to achieve social justice and equality between citizens whose basic human rights and 
civic duties will be consolidated in the newly adopted Syrian constitution.  
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C.  Since Syria is a multi-national/ethnic nation, composed primarily of Arabs and Kurds, 
in addition to other ethnic communities living side-by-side, the new Syrian constitution 
would consolidate the basic human rights of all communities within the boundaries of one 
unified Syrian nation-state. 
 
D.  The new transitional government would permit the return of Syrian emigrants, as well 
as those forcefully expelled and exiled, to the Syrian homeland and to reinstate their 
basic human rights as Syrian citizens fully and equitably compensating them for the loss 
of their homes and properties. 
 
3) Guaranteeing Basic Human Rights and Civil Liberties in Syria 
 
The Syrian Democratic Coalition stands for religious freedom and tolerance in Syria, 
freedom of assembly, freedom of expression, freedom to protest peacefully, and freedom 
to join any political or social civic organization to encourage cultural diversity. In 
addition, we call for guaranteeing basic human rights for all citizens of Syria in 
accordance with the United Nations Human Rights Declaration with all its amendments 
and protocols. Furthermore, we strive to guarantee life with dignity and the pursuit of 
happiness for all Syrian citizens. We advocate women’s rights in an open and free 
society.  
 
4) Preserving the Unity of Syrian Homeland and its People 
 
We intend to establish an acceptable universal notion of Syrian citizenship without 
discriminating against any Syrian inhabitant or groups. We advocate the protection and 
strengthening of the national unity of the homeland and its citizens. Such unity does not 
necessarily contradict the fact that Syria is indeed a multi-national country composed of 
several religious sects and communities. Such rights that would be enshrined in the new 
constitution cannot be abolished by any treaty or agreement. We also stand for 
sovereignty over the entire homeland. 
 
5) New Syria and Terrorism 
 
We stand against all forms of violence perpetrated by terrorist organizations using Syria 
as a staging ground. We will cooperate with the international community to actively 
pursue all terrorists and bring them to justice 
 
6) Syrian Foreign Policy 
 
We stand for an independent constructive Syrian foreign policy based on peaceful co-
existence with all our neighbors aiming at achieving common economic and political 
interests. We also abide by the United Nations Charter and the internationally recognized 
laws and treaties. We also call for the safeguarding of peace in the region and throughout 
the world and the dismantling of all weapons of mass destruction.  
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Furthermore, we call for the immediate withdrawal of Syrian armed forces from Lebanon 
and the immediate cessation of Syrian interference in Lebanese internal affairs.  
 
We stand for the return of the Golan Heights to Syrian sovereignty through diligent and 
peaceful efforts.  
 
7) Economy 
 
We call for the establishment of a free economic capitalist system and the abolishment of 
all legislations responsible for the nationalization of properties. We call for the adoption of 
effective financial policies and the support of a modern agriculture industry. We also call 
on the establishment of new economic sectors to encourage investments in Syria. 
 
8) Educational System 
 
We call for the fundamental reform of the educational system in Syria to reflect a 
democratic vision. 
 
9) The Army 
 
We call for the building of a national Syrian army to protect the nation and defend the 
constitutional institutions. We call for the abolishment of the mandatory draft and 
military service. We call for the prohibition of political affiliations within the armed forces 
and the police force.  
 
 
Now we, the undersigned, uphold these noble objectives pledging to defend and 
cooperate to implement the text of this Charter. If any of the undersigned fails to abide 
by the provisions of the Syrian Democratic Coalition Charter, the Charter will be dissolved 
by the undersigned members in the Syrian Democratic Coalition Coordination Committee.  
 
We welcome other Syrian political parties, inside or outside Syria, to join the Syrian 
Democratic Coalition and to sign this Charter through the Coordination Committee.  
 
Signed on November 17, 2003 in Washington DC – USA.   
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7. The Third Alternative  

In every Arab country, there are two forces that play; each with its perspective role: The 
ruler and the spoiler. The ruler rules with an iron fist crushing freedom and liberties 
and the spoiler is the one that has hijacked Islam to suit the 17th century Wahabism 
vision of hate for anything outside a perimeter of a handful of miles. The vision of a 
"Third Alternative" represents the democratic forces watching the sorry state of affairs in 
their own countries and who have decided to rise to create the alternative to the ruler 
and the spoiler. SDC’s purpose is to become the third alternative. 

The nature of these regimes in power is to brain wash the masses against the backdrop 
of the vibrant democratic forces rallying in the Diaspora. Whether we like it or not, the 
Diaspora is where democracy starts. This is a necessity for those who understand the 
Middle East because it represents the only mean by which forces on the inside of the 
country can have hope and rally around those living abroad who feel safe and able to 
bring some critical mass to the movement of democracy. 

The "Third Alternative", at the behest of a new US vision for the Middle East, will 
eventually replace all the existing autocracies. The “Syrian Democratic Coalition” 
conferences in Washington DC and in Brussels, Belgium were the beginning of the end of 
the Ba’ath Party in Syria. Its formation and strengthening are now in the hands of those 
visionaries that can see a much brighter and more peaceful Middle East able to co-exist 
with the west in harmony and tolerance. 
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