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CITEAIR - Common Information to European Air

The development of Europe´s urban centres is in many ways linked with the development of sustainable 
mobility options. Changes in behaviour, economic growth or recession and structure of the population are 
factors that have an immediate impact on transport and mobility patterns. The EU Air Quality Directives are 
increasingly devolving responsibility for action to the Cities and regions, where the most complex challenges 
in transport and environment need to be solved.
The CITEAIR project started in March 2004, will last 46 months. It is led by Leicester (UK), supported by Paris 
(FR), Prague (CZ), Rotterdam (NL), Rome (I), the Region Emilia Romagna (I), Munich (DE), Coventry (UK) 
The Hague (NL) Bratislava (SK) and Brussels (BE). The project contributes to the development and 
implementation of efficient solutions to assess and reduce the impact of traffic on air quality in large urban 
areas. Through close co-operation, exchange of experiences and joint developments between European 
regions and cities, the project develops solutions to inform the public and local authorities about the 
environmental situation in a comparable and easy understandable way and offer guidance on efficient 
measures to reduce environmental damage mainly caused by transport. Other municipalities are encouraged 
to contribute to the initiative via a user network.
CITEAIR project partners are working on the development of the following products:
Guidebook on air quality management 
Built on experiences in European cities and regions, it will identify gaps in knowledge and strategies in air 
quality management and will propose solutions for efficient environmental management. The guidebook will 
be developed to inform professional users on efficient abatement measures.
Guidebook on city annual air quality reports
The aim of this guidebook to recommend a common reporting format for air quality applicable for European 
cities. The format will obviously contain all data that have to be reported under the EU obligations but will also 
suggest additional sections that will facilitate the use of the report for city to city comparison and help in 
making action plans. The ultimate goal is to develop an automated form where the relevant pollutant 
concentrations can be inserted and a complete report is generated. 
Guidebook on communicating air quality
In many cities efforts are being made to inform the public on air quality – which is an obligation under the EU 
Framework Directive on ambient air quality and under the Aarhus Convention ratified by the EU in 2005 - and 
to influence behaviours, particularly where traffic is the dominant source of air pollution in urban areas. The 
guidebook is being produced to provide a strategy for disseminating information on air quality. It will also 
contain good practices, which could be used as models for the future.
Comparing air quality across borders (CAQI) 
As one of the cornerstones in public information CITEAIR developed the first air quality index for use at the 
European level. This common air quality index (CAQI) is a set of two indices: one for roadside monitoring 
sites and one for average city background conditions. Differentiating between roadside and general city 
conditions is a first step in assuring consistence in the parameters that are being compared. It is not aimed at 
replacing existing local indices. It is dedicated to comparing air quality in European cities and bringing simple 
information to the European citizens, easily accessible. The full description of the CAQI is available at 
http://citeair.rec.org
The Common Operational Website (COW)
As environment is a theme of high importance, the public should be able to assess to what extent they are 
affected by air quality. The COW provides an attractive platform to compare air quality in different participating 
cities in real time applying the CAQI. The COW is operational since March 2006 (www.airqualitynow.eu) and 
displays data from 19 cities in real time.
Guidebook on transferring a traffic-environmental models chain
This guidebook will allow the transfer of experiences in developing a Decision Support System (DSS) that 
assesses the environmental impacts of urban traffic in near-real time, from a local scale to a wide area 
(regional scale). The main asset will be a concrete implementation plan for the DSS definition that meets the 
needs and requirements of the Emilia-Romagna region and will represent guidance for future transfers to 
other European cities and regions.
For more information, visit the CITEAIR website http://citeair.rec.org or contact Nick Hodges, CITEAIR Lead 
Partner Nick.Hodges@leicester.gov.uk.


