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European Parliament resolution on climate change

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the twelfth Conference of the Parties (COP 12) to the UNFCCC and 
the second Conference of the Parties serving as the Meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto 
Protocol (COP/MOP 2) hold in Nairobi, Kenya, from 6 to 17 November 2006,

– having regard to its previous resolutions regarding climate change, and in particular 
those of 16 November 2005 on 'Winning the Battle against Global Climate Change'1 and 
of 26 October 2006 on the EU strategy for the Nairobi Conference (COP 12-COP/MOP 
2)2,

– having regard to the Commission Communication on “Limiting Global Climate Change 
to 2 degrees Celsius – The way ahead for 2020 and beyond”3,

– having regard to Rule 103(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

1. Stresses the urgency to take concrete actions at a global level to tackle climate change,
as well as the need for political leadership to drive the process forward;

2. Welcomes, in this context, the fact that both the European Commission and the 
Presidency-in-office have put climate change at the core of their political agenda;

3. Urges the European Union to maintain its leading role in the negotiations in view of a 
post-2012 international framework on climate change and to maintain a high level of 
ambition in future discussions with its international partners;

4. Recognises that the share of EU GHG emissions - 14%4 - can appear low; stresses, 
however, that, when measured in terms of per capita emissions, the EU share is among 
the highest in the world;

5. Stresses the need to significantly accelerate international negotiations on the post-2012 
period so as to ensure that  there is no gap between the first and the second commitment 
period under the Kyoto Protocol and give the international community time to plan the 
necessary measures;

6. Recalls that, as set out in its resolution of 16 November 2005 and partly acknowledged 
by the Commission in its communication, the key objectives of the EU strategy on 
climate change are:

  
1 Texts Adopted, P6_TA (2005)0433.
2 Texts Adopted, P6_TA (2006)0460
3 COM(2007)2
4 Source: Fourth national communication from the European Community under UNFCCC (COM(2006)40)
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i) to limit the average global temperature increase to 2°C above pre-industrialisation 
levels;

ii) to undertake emission reductions by developed countries of 30% in comparison to 
1990 emissions levels by 2020 with a view to achieving a reduction in the order of 
80% by 2050;

5. Regrets the lack of clarity of the Commission "energy and climate package" with regard 
to the target for GHG emission reductions for 2020; emphasises that a 30% reduction is 
necessary to have a reasonable chance to meet the EU objective of limiting the average 
temperature increase to 2°C;

6. Underlines that, in order to reach agreement at international level for a 30% reduction of 
GHG emissions in all industrialised countries, the European Union has to focus not only 
on environmental policy but also on foreign policy and international trade policy; these 
broader picture has, therefore, to be part of the debate on the strategy to achieve the 
abovementioned objective;

7. Insists on the specific responsibility of developed countries in tackling climate change at 
world level; calls, therefore, on Annex I Parties to meet their existing commitments and 
to take on ambitious targets for a second commitment period after 2012; calls, 
moreover, on those industrialised countries that have not ratified the Kyoto Protocol to 
reconsider their position, to take vigorous domestic measures and to play an active role 
in future international negotiations, with a view to their participation in the future 
climate change regime;

8. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to investigate the possibility of 
adopting border adjustment measures on trade in order to offset any short-term 
competitive advantage producers in industrialised countries without carbon constraints 
might have;

9. agrees with the Commission that non-Annex I countries have to be further involved in 
the process, but underlines that the developing countries cannot be treated as one block 
as countries like China or India are at least partly much more industrialised than African 
countries for instance; proposes, therefore, to differentiate between emerging countries 
and developing countries, especially least developed countries;

10. Stresses that energy policy is a crucial element of the EU global strategy on climate 
change; diversification of energy resources and a switch to alternative, more sustainable 
and environment-friendly types of energy has great potential for emission reductions 
while ensuring less energy dependency from external sources;

11. Considers that there is a huge potential for emission reductions in the area of energy 
efficiency; calls on the Commission and the Member States to adopt ambitious 
measures and targets in this field and to explore the possibility of going above the 20%
reduction target proposed by the Commission;

12. Welcomes the proposal of a binding target to increase the level of renewable energy in 
the EU energy mix to 25% by 2020;

13. Regrets the low ambition of the binding minimum target for biofuels of 10% of vehicle 
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fuels in 2020; considers that such a low target will do little to improve energy security 
and will not give the necessary impetus to the energy sector - notably oil companies - to 
reallocate investments in favour of biofuels and recommends therefore a target of 20%;

14. Supports the proposed energy partnership with Africa; however, strongly recommends a 
similar partnership to be established with China and India as well, bearing in mind the 
very rapid growth of GHG emissions in these countries and the urgent need to assist 
them in capacity building as well as investments in carbon free, low-carbon and energy 
efficient technologies (priority being renewables);

15. Considers that significant efforts to reduce emissions can go hand in hand with 
economic development and are even a prerequisite for sustainable economic 
development in the coming decades; reiterates that environmental technologies can give 
the European Union a competitive edge while greatly contributing to emission 
reductions; notes that environmental technologies are, therefore, at the heart of a 
sustainable development strategy compatible with the EU Kyoto commitments and the 
Lisbon strategy;

16. Underlines the appalling economic, social and health costs of inaction shown, inter alia,
by the Stern Review on the economics of climate change; recalls that the absence of 
action would cause a damage to developing countries corresponding to 1 to 2% of 
global GDP, while the cost for the more exposed developing countries may range from 
2 to 9% of global GDP; stresses that the cost of a sound policy of investment in low-
carbon technologies is estimated at less than 0,5% of global GDP up to 2030;

17. Takes the view that research in this field should be boosted and clear environmental 
performance targets should be adopted in order to encourage the development and use 
of better and more environment-friendly technologies;

18. Calls again on the European Union and its Member States to adopt an ambitious policy 
of technology partnerships and transfers of clean technologies with developing 
countries, helping them in developing their economy and increasing their welfare in a 
more sustainable way;

19. Calls for all of its relevant committees and delegations to work together closely on 
climate change, so that its industrial policy, energy policy, transport, agriculture, 
research and development and other initiatives are better coordinated with climate 
change targets, and so that climate change is regularly raised at interparliamentary 
delegation level and in the context of the Transatlantic Legislative Dialogue;

20. Calls on the two Presidencies in 2007 to ensure that the momentum on climate change is 
maintained and even accelerated, whilst increasing the level of commitment and the 
number of international partners within the process;

21. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
governments and parliaments of the Member States and the Secretariat of the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, with the request that it be 
circulated to all non-EU contracting parties.


