
COMMITTEE ON THE ENVIRONMENT, PUBLIC HEALTH AND FOOD SAFETY AND
COMMITTEE ON INDUSTRY, RESEARCH AND ENERGY

THE SECRETARIATS

Strasburg, 13 June 2006

SUMMARY NOTE 
on the

EP DELEGATION VISIT TO CSD-14 
NEW YORK, 10-12 MAY 2006

Participants: Ms Eija-Riitta KORHOLA, ENVI committee
Ms Marie Anne ISLER BEGUIN, ENVI committee
Ms Irena BELOHORSKA, ENVI committee
Ms Britta THOMSEN, ITRE committee
Mr Vittorio PRODI, ITRE-ENVI committees
Mr David HAMMERSTEIN MINTZ, ITRE committee

I. BACKGROUND 

The fourteenth session of the Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD-14) took place at UN 
headquarters in New York from 1-12 May 2006. The CSD meets annually, in two-year 
"Implementation Cycles", with each cycle focusing on thematic clusters alongside cross-sectoral 
issues. Each cycle is comprised of a non-negotiating Review Year and a Policy Year. As this is the 
first year of the second implementation cycle (2006-2007) of the programme of work, CSD-14 was 
to review progress in energy for sustainable development, industrial development, air 
pollution/atmosphere, and climate change, together with cross-cutting issues. Specifically, CSD-14 
evaluated progress in implementing Agenda 21, the Programme for the Further Implementation of 
Agenda 21, and the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, while focusing on identifying barriers 
and constraints, lessons learned and best practices in implementation in the thematic cluster. 
The European Parliament Delegation attended the second week of the CSD-14, during the High-
Level Segment from 10-12 May, which was attended by more than fifty ministers and other high-
level officials from environment, economy, finance and energy departments from around the world.

II. COMPOSITION OF THE DELEGATION

This was the second time that a European Parliament delegation had attended a CSD meeting, the 
first being in 2005 at CSD-13. 



The following Members participated in the delegation to CSD-14: Ms Britta Thomsen (PES), Mr 
Vittorio Prodi (ALDE), Mr David Hammerstein Mintz (Greens-EFA), Ms Eija-Riitta Korhola
(EPP-ED), Ms Marie Anne Isler Béguin (Greens-EFA) and Ms Irena Belohorska (Non-Attached), 

Mr Georges Caravelis from the Industry Committee Secretariat and Mr József Blaszauer from the 
Environment Committee Secretariat, as well as Ms Laura Rissanen, assistant, accompanied the 
Members.

III. ACTIVITIES OF THE DELEGATION

1. Preparatory meeting

Before departure, on 4 May 2006, the MEPs had a briefing by Ms Astrid Schomaker (Head of 
Unit) and Ms Marjo Nummelin from the European Commission (DG ENV, Unit E1, 
International Environmental Governance and Developing Countries)

2. Briefings by Commission and Council

In the absence of authorisation for Members to attend the daily co-ordination meetings of EC 
delegations, there were briefings by the Commission as well as a working breakfast jointly 
with the Council Presidency and the Commission, which were particularly useful.

3. Meetings with parliamentarians and other delegations

The delegation met with Mr Andreas Jung and Mr Ulrich Kelber, Members of the German 
Parliament (Bundestag), with Mr Pentti Tiusanen, Chairman of the Environment committee of 
the Finnish Parliament and three other Finnish MPs (Ms Heidi Hautala, former MEP, being 
one of them) as well as representatives of the French and Danish delegations.

4. Other meetings held

In addition, the MEPs had a meeting with Mr Shafqat Kakakhel, UN Assistant Secretary 
General and Officer-in-Charge of the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) and 
another one with Mr Jürgen Maier representative of German NGO Forum Environment & 
Development and Board Member of Climate Action Network (CAN) Europe.

5. Other activities and attendance of side events

Members participated in the side events organised around CSD-14 (see programme) as well 
as a reception hosted by the Commission to celebrate the Schuman day and a reception by the 
Austrian Presidency.

6. The Ministerial High-Level Segment

The high-level segment opened by Chair Akeksishvili, Georgia's Minister of Finance and 
addressed by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan took place from Wednesday to Friday, 10 -
12 May and consisted of three high-level dialogues on 'Making a Difference' with leaders of 
business and international financial institutions, UN agencies and Major Groups, held during 
two morning sessions on Wednesday and Thursday, 10 and 11 May. In addition, three high-
level 'interactive' discussions on 'The Way Forward' were held during afternoon sessions on 
Wednesday and Thursday and in the morning on Friday 12 May, focused on addressing 
barriers and constraints and providing guidance on priority areas to be focused on during the 



Intergouvernmental Preparatory Meeting (IPM) and CSD-15.

IV. OUTCOME OF CSD-14 AND PREPARATION OF CSD-15

The Chair's Summary, real outcome of the session, comprises two parts and includes inputs from 
the official and high-level discussions, and the activities held as part of the Partnerships Fair and the 
Learning Centre. The first part of the summary recapitulates the discussions and events that took 
place before the high-level segment and it was published on Tuesday 9 May, before the high-level 
segment started.

The second part of the Chair's Summary distributed at 3 p.m. on Friday 12 May and commented in 
plenary. It reviews the discussions held during the high-level segment and includes sections on the 
Secretary-General's opening statement, the Ministerial dialogue with business, intergovernmental 
organisations and international financial institutions (IFIs), Major Groups' participation and points 
relating to the thematic and cross-cutting issues. The summary of the discussions on 'The Way 
Forward' identifies challenges to be addressed during the Policy Year 2007.

Although energy occupied unquestionably the top position in the debates, the Chair's Summary 
reflects well the EU position in all fields and indeed the other issues of the thematic cluster 
(industrial development, air pollution/atmosphere and climate change) were not sidelined. The 
interlinkages (such as climate change and transport), as well as cross-cutting issues (such as poverty 
eradication, changing patterns of unsustainable consumption and production, protecting the natural 
resource base, gender equality, financing capacity building, governance, health and education) were 
also addressed in line with the EU position. There was a general (positive) feeling that CSD-14 
fortified the trend towards alternative energy solutions and managed to prepare the way to CSD-15 
and laid out options for important decisions that will have to be taken next year. It also sent a clear 
message of the need for urgent action and to demonstrate that the cost of inaction is becoming huge.
Nevertheless, the non-negotiating format of this Review Session helped to disguise simmering 
tensions over the future of fossil fuels, nuclear power and the climate regime post-2012. Some of 
these tensions spilled onto the floor at the closing plenary, when the Group of 77 and China 
complained that the Chair's Summary has sidelined their agenda, including the Millenium 
Development Goals and means of implementation, thus undermining multilateralism in favour of 
"unbridled corporatism".

The first meeting of the fifteenth session of the Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD-15) 
was conviened following the closing of CSD-14 for the purpose of electing a Chair and other 
members of the Bureau. The Asian Group had proposed the candidature of Abdullah bin Hamad Al-
Attiyah, Second Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Energy and Industry of Qatar, as Chair, 
who was elected by acclamation. CSD-15 will take place at UN headquarters in New York from 30 
April - 11 May 2007 and as a 'Policy Year' it will have to decide on measures to speed up 
implementation and mobilise action in the same thematic cluster. From the viewpoint of the EU, the 
main challenge will be to negociate concrete, focused and prioritised policy guidance and follow up 
mechanisms to expedite and monitor implementation of relevant WSSD committments. The EU 
also intends to promote the use of time-bound targets (for e.g. access, energy efficiency, renewable 
energies, low carbon technologies). Given its keen interest in these issues, it is strongly 
recommended that the European Parliament continues to monitor the work of CSD and that it sends 
again a delegation next year to CSD-15, as part of the EU delegation.

Annex:
Programme of the delegation



ANNEX

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT DELEGATION

CSD 14 - The Fourteenth session of the Commission on Sustainable Development

Final programme

Place of the meeting: United Nations Headquarters, New York

Tuesday, 9 May 2006

15.00-15.45 Preparation of delegation's work 
(venue: Hotel reception, Helmsley New York Hotel)

17.00-17.45 Briefing with Commissioner Dimas
(venue: Commission delegation premises)

18.30-20.30 Reception hosted by the Commission to celebrate the Schuman day 
(venue: Cooper Hewitt National Design Museum)

Wednesday, 10 May 2006

9.00-9.45 Accreditations: Photos taken and badges issued at UNITAR office 
(venue: UN Institute for training and Research)

10.00-13.00 Opening of the CSD 14 - High-level segment 
(Opening remarks by Mr Kofi Annan, UN Secretary General)

15.00-16.00 Meeting with Mr Andreas Jung and Mr Ulrich Kelber, MPs, representatives of the 
German delegation 

18.15-19.45 Attending side event 'Environmentally Sustainable Economic Growth' organised by 
the Coalition for Rainforest Nations

Thursday, 11 May 2006

7.30-8.30 Working breakfast with Mr Josef Pröll, Austrian Presidency of the Council and Mr 
Stavros Dimas, Commissioner

10.00-10.45 Attending the plenary session of CSD-14

10.45-11.45 Meeting with Mr Jürgen Maier representative of  German NGO Forum Environment 
& Development, Board Member of CAN Europe

12.00-13.00 Meeting with Mr Shafquat Kakakhel, UN Assistant Secretary General and Officer-
in-Charge of UNEP
(venue: UNEP New York Office)



13.15-14.45 Attending side event 'Sustainable Energy for all', organised by the European 
Commission, DG ENV

16.00-17.00 Meeting with representatives of the French delegation

18.15-19.45 Attending reception and presentation 'The spirit of renewables - technological 
competence of Austria' organised by the Austrian Presidency and side event '4000 
deaths a day from cooking fires? Let's prevent them!' organised by the World Health 
Organisation

Friday, 12 May 2006

10.00-10.45 Attending the plenary session of CSD-14

10.45-11.45 Meeting with representatives of the Danish delegation

11.45-12.45 Meeting with Mr Pentti Tiusanen, Chairperson of the Environment committee of the 
Parliament of Finland

15.00-18.30 Closing Session (The Chair's Summary - Part II distributed at 15.00)
Adoption of Resolution for CSD 14

Saturday, 13 May 2006

Departure of MEPs


