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Arctic Council

The Arctic Council, created in 1996, is a high-level forum for cooperation, coordination and 
interaction between Arctic states, indigenous communities and other Arctic residents. It aims to 
address the common concerns and challenges faced by the Arctic governments and the people of 
the Arctic, and includes all dimensions of sustainable development - social, economic and 
environmental - in its work.

The Member States of the Arctic Council are Canada, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, the 
Russian Federation, Sweden and the United States of America. Further, six international 
organisations representing many Arctic indigenous communities have the status of Permanent 
Participants of the Arctic Council and are involved in the work of the Council in full 
consultation with governments. 

Decisions within the Arctic Council are taken at meetings between Foreign Ministers of the 
Member States, together with the political leaders of the Permanent Participants. The 
chairmanship of the Council and accompanying Secretariat rotates among Member States. 
Between the ministerial meetings, held every second year, the operation of the Council is 
administered by the Committee of Senior Arctic Officials (SAO), composed of representatives 
of the Foreign Ministers and representatives of the indigenous peoples. 

The scientific work of the Arctic Council is carried out in five expert working groups focusing 
on issues such as monitoring, assessing and preventing pollution in the Arctic, climate change, 
biodiversity conservation and sustainable use, emergency preparedness and prevention in 
addition to the living conditions of the Arctic residents. The approach of the Council encourages 
continuous dialogue among scientists, policy planners, Arctic residents and political level 
decision-makers. Groundbreaking reports have been prepared and have attracted global attention 
to the state of the Arctic environment. 

Norway took over the chairmanship of the Arctic Council from Russia at its fifth ministerial 
meeting in Salekhard, Russia, on 26 October 2006. The Norwegian chairmanship is focusing on 
some of the key challenges facing the Arctic region, e.g. the need for integrated resource 
management and climate change. Norway will also continue the efforts of the Arctic Council to 
ensure that the best possible use is made of Arctic Council resources. Denmark and Sweden will 
take over the chairmanship after 2008, and Norway, Denmark and Sweden have agreed on a set 
of common priorities for the three chairmanships.

Conference of Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region (CPAR)

The Conference of Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region (CPAR) comprises delegations 
appointed by the national parliaments of the Arctic States, and the European Parliament. It also 
includes Permanent Participants representing indigenous peoples, as well as observers from the 
Nordic Council. 

The Conference meets every second year and between conferences the Arctic parliamentary 
cooperation is carried out by a Standing Committee, which started its activities in 1994. The 
Conference and Standing Committee take initiatives to further Arctic cooperation, and act, in 
particular, as a parliamentary forum for issues relevant to the work of the Arctic Council. The 
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Standing Committee further takes part in the work of the Council as an observer, and 
participates as an invited guest in the meetings of the Barents Euro-Arctic Council.

The seventh Conference was held in Kiruna, Sweden, on 2-4 August 2006. The major themes 
addressed by the Conference were the International Polar Year 2007-2008, innovation in the 
Arctic governance - the possibilities and limitations of a binding legal regime for the Arctic, and 
the opening of Arctic sea routes. The next Conference will be held in Alaska 2008. Hill-Marta 
Solberg, representing the Norwegian parliament, is currently chairing the Standing Committee.

Baltic Assembly

The Baltic Assembly, established in 1991, is an international organisation with the aim of 
promoting cooperation between its three members; the Republic of Estonia, the Republic of 
Latvia and the Republic of Lithuania. It seeks to coordinate the Baltic countries' cooperation on 
the parliamentary level, discussing issues and projects of mutual interest, addressing common 
problems, and expressing a common position concerning international, economic, political and 
cultural issues. 

The supreme decision-making body of the Baltic Assembly is the Session, which takes place
once a year. During the periods between Sessions, the work of the Baltic Assembly is 
coordinated by the Presidium consisting of six members - the heads of national delegations and 
their deputies. Regular working bodies of the Baltic Assembly are its standing committees, as 
well as the Budget and Audit Committee and the Drafting Committee, and its three party 
groups.

For more than ten years the Baltic Assembly has cooperated with the Nordic Council and the 
Benelux Interparliamentary Consultative Council, a cooperation that has strengthened 
particularly in recent years. The Baltic Assembly also intends to be more active in the Northern 
Dimension, as it provides an opportunity to develop comprehensive dialogue with the European 
Union, especially on issues concerning energy, transport, logistics and education. The 25th 
Session of the Baltic Assembly, concluding the Lithuanian presidency, was held on 14-17 
December 2006, in Vilnius. Latvia is holding the presidency of the Baltic Assembly during 
2007.

Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference (BSPC)

The Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference (BSPC), founded in 1991, is a forum for debate and 
information exchange between parliaments and other organisations in the region, both on 
international and interregional levels. Cooperation between parliamentarians from around the 
Baltic Sea is intended to improve living conditions in the region, strengthen a sense of shared 
identity and serve as a catalyst for intergovernmental cooperation within the framework of the 
Council of the Baltic Sea States.

The participants in this cooperation scheme represent the national parliaments of the states 
around the sea, regional assemblies such as the parliaments of the Karelian Republic and the 
legislative assemblies of the German Länder (states), as well as regional organisations like the 
Nordic Council. The Conference takes place in one of the participating states each year. A 
Standing Committee is the permanent political body of the Conference, and its purpose is to 
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make the presence of parliamentary cooperation in the Baltic Sea Region felt beyond the annual 
conference. It consists of representatives from Germany, Russia, Poland, the European 
Parliament, and from the Nordic countries represented through the Nordic Council, and the 
Baltic countries represented through the Baltic Assembly. The Standing Committee has a 
mandate to perform an executive function in monitoring the implementation of the final 
resolutions, and cultivating contacts to other major international players in the region. The 
Standing Committee is also to set priorities on basis of annual working programs and to take 
initiative to further Baltic Sea Cooperation. The Extended (or Expanded) Standing Committee, 
consisting of members of the Standing Committee and one representative from each of the other 
participating parliaments, is a consultative body that prepare the final resolution during the 
conference and considers the preparation for the upcoming conference. The Standing Committee 
meets twice a year in its enlarged composition. Further, ad-hoc working groups with external 
specialists make it possible to bring in additional support to prepare the main subjects of the 
annual conference. In view of the greater continuity of the Committee's work, the option to form 
ad-hoc groups for other tasks as well is open.

The 15th Conference was held on 3-5 September 2006 in Reykjavik, Iceland, and the next 
Conference is scheduled to take place in August 2007 in Germany.

Council of the Baltic Sea States (CBSS)

The Council of the Baltic Sea States (CBSS) serves as an overall regional forum for 
intergovernmental cooperation, focusing on the need for intensified coordination of activities in 
virtually every field of government (with the exception of military defence). 

The CBSS meets on a biennial basis, alternating with the Baltic Sea States Summits. The 
Council consists of the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of each member state (Denmark, Estonia, 
Finland, Germany, Iceland, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Poland, Russia and Sweden) and a 
member of the European Commission. The chairmanship rotates between members on an annual 
basis and the Foreign Minister of the presiding country is responsible for coordinating the 
Council's activities and is assisted in this work by a Committee of Senior Officials (CSO). The 
CSO serves as the main discussion forum and is the decision-making body for matters related to 
the work of the Council between ministerial sessions. The CSO monitors, facilitates and aims to 
coordinate the work of all structures for intergovernmental cooperation among the CBSS 
Members. 

France, Italy, Netherlands, Slovakia, Ukraine, United Kingdom and United States are observers 
to the CBSS, and are as such encouraged to actively participate in the work of CBSS structures 
and working bodies on an ad-hoc basis and according to their expressed interests.

Sweden took over the presidency of the Council of the Baltic Sea States from Iceland on 1 July 
2006, and will hold it until 30 June 2007, when Latvia becomes president of the CBSS. 
Sweden's three main priorities during its presidency are energy and environment, civil security, 
and trade and investment. 
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Barents Euro-Arctic Council (BEAC)

The Barents Euro-Arctic Council (BEAC), established in 1993, is a forum for intergovernmental 
cooperation in the Barents Region. The primary goal of the BEAC is to promote sustainable 
economic and social development in the Barents Region, and thus to contribute to peaceful 
development in the northernmost part of Europe. Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Russia, 
Sweden and the European Commission are all members of the Council, and Canada, France, 
Germany, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Poland, the United Kingdom and the United States of 
America are observers.

The Foreign Ministers of the Member States meet every second year in the country holding the 
chairmanship. The chairmanship rotates between Finland, Norway, Russia and Sweden. The 
meetings at Foreign Minister level are prepared by a meeting or meetings at senior official level. 
Such meetings are arranged by the participant hosting the next session of the Council. The 
agenda is determined by the host country in consultation with the other participants.

Finland acts as Chair of the Barents Euro-Arctic Council from 10 November 2005 to autumn 
2007. Finland aims at enhancing existing synergies between the BEAC and the Northern 
Dimension policies, and to give special priority to issues such as the environment, health, 
education, culture, rescue services, Barents business opportunities, and logistics, transport and 
border crossings.

Barents Parliamentary Conference

Members of the BEAC, together with members of the Nordic Council, as well as 
parliamentarians from Russia, Finland, Sweden, the European Parliament, the regional Dumas 
and the Sami parliamentary council, all participate in the Barents Parliamentary Conference. 
The Conference aspires to serve as a forum for politicians, to strengthen the network of 
parliamentarians in North-Europe, and to propose policy solutions to the Nordic Council and the 
BEAC. 

The Barents Euro-Arctic Region has natural resources, but also a harsh natural environment and 
a lack of infrastructure in large areas. Nuclear and other pollution and the welfare gap pose 
important challenges. The Barents Parliamentary Conference is thus a means to put the region, 
and its distinctive potentials and challenges, on the political agenda.

The Second Barents Parliamentary Conference was held on 29-30 June 2005 in Bodø, Norway. 
During its three sessions the participants discussed cooperation in northern Europe, sustainable 
development and economic activities in the Barents region, and indigenous peoples' role and 
conditions in the Barents region. The Third Barents Parliamentary Conference is scheduled to 
take place in Rovaniemi, Finland, on 11-12 June 2007.

Presidium of the Nordic Council

The Nordic Council, formed in 1952, is the forum for Nordic parliamentary cooperation. The 
Council has 87 members, representing the five countries, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway 
and Sweden and three autonomous territories, the Faroe Islands, Greenland and Åland. The 
Nordic Council takes initiatives and acts in an advisory and supervisory capacity on issues and 
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matters of interest to official Nordic cooperation. It seeks to preserve and further develop 
cooperation between members in the legal, cultural, social and financial areas, in matters 
relating to transport and protection of the environment, and more recently also in foreign and 
security policy issues. The Session is the ultimate authority of the Nordic Council and sessions 
take place once a year.

The Presidium is the Nordic Council's supreme decision making body between the annual 
sessions. The continuous work on policy issues in the Nordic Council is conducted via five 
committees and four political party groups and the Presidium allocates and coordinates work 
between these bodies. It further draws up action plans and budgets, and deals with overall 
foreign and security policy issues.

The Nordic Council's 58th Session was held in Copenhagen on 31 October - 2 November 2006. 
The meeting covered a broad range of issues including the development of the Nordic region as 
a global winner region, co-existence of civilizations, combating trafficking and prostitution, 
Nordic welfare policies, social adjustments to a change of climate in the Nordic countries, 
Nordic co-operation on energy planning, language and cultural policies, and research, 
innovation and education.

Nordic Council of Ministers

The Nordic Council of Ministers, formed in 1971, is the forum for Nordic governmental 
cooperation. The constitution of the Council of Ministers varies according to the theme to be 
dealt with. In all there are almost 20 different councils – responsible for, among other things, 
culture, the environment, education and research, energy and employment. The five Nordic 
Prime Ministers are ultimately responsible for the activities of the Council of Ministers. 
However, responsibility is in practice delegated to the Nordic ministers for cooperation and the
Nordic Committee for Cooperation, which coordinate the day-to-day work of the official 
political Nordic cooperation. The Chairmanship of the Council of Ministers, which is held for a 
period of one year, rotates between the five Nordic countries.

Most of the ministerial councils meet several times a year. They are assisted by committees of 
civil servants who in cooperation with the secretariat prepare decisions for the Council of 
Ministers. The Council of Ministers takes decisions on activities ranging from research projects 
and development work to negotiations on Nordic agreements and conventions. Decisions in the 
Council of Ministers must be unanimous since they are binding on the member states. 


