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Communiqué 
 
Cooperation has resulted in real progress in the continuing fight against IUU (illegal, unreported, 
unregulated) fishing activities in the North Atlantic. Further action is still needed to consolidate the 
achievements to date on IUU fishing and to address compliance with conservation measures.  This 
was the general conclusion at the 12th North Atlantic Fisheries Ministers Conference (NAFMC) at 
Narsaq, Greenland.  
 
Mr Finn Karlsen, Minister for Fisheries, Hunting and Agriculture, hosted the Conference, which was 
attended by fisheries Ministers or their representatives from Canada, the Faroe Islands, Iceland, 
Norway and the Russian Federation. The European Commissioner for Fisheries and Maritime 
Affairs of the European Community was also represented.  
 
Progress achieved since 2006 
 
In 2006, Ministers recognised that IUU fishing activities are theft. They undermine conservation 
and management of fish stocks and deprive legitimate resource users of economic benefits. 
Ministers therefore agreed on a range of actions to continue the fight against IUU fishing. 
 
Ministers reviewed the results obtained since last year.   They expressed their satisfaction that real 
results have been achieved.  IUU operators are being squeezed out of the North Atlantic.  A 
number of IUU vessels have recently been scrapped as a direct consequence of the tightening of 
controls in the North Atlantic.  Other IUU vessels that had fished in the region have faced closed 
ports and are no longer able to fish.   
 
The North East Atlantic Fisheries Commission (NEAFC) adopted significant new measures to 
tackle IUU fishing in 2006. This was in line with the conclusions of the 2006 North Atlantic 
Fisheries Ministers Conference. The new and extended NEAFC port State measures, which 
entered into force on 1 May 2007, represent a major breakthrough in strengthening control in order 
to prevent IUU fish landings.  
  
The Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organisation (NAFO) and NEAFC have agreed to mutually 
recognize each other’s blacklists, leading to the closure of ports to IUU listed vessels in all 
Contracting Parties in both organisations.  NAFO is also working on enhancing its current scheme 
for port State controls by adopting similar measures to the NEAFC scheme.   
 
The blacklisting of IUU vessels has proven to be an effective tool. Vessels on the NEAFC blacklists 
are effectively banned from entering all ports in Europe. The listing of vessels and the follow-up 
actions included in the NEAFC and NAFO blacklisting procedures have resulted in notable and 
remarkable results. Ports in North Africa, North America, Japan and Korea are also closed as a 
result of bilateral agreements as well as through cooperation with other Regional Fisheries 
Management Organisations. 
 
Future initiatives 
 
Ministers agreed on the need, identified by the Russian Federation, to deal with “grey fishing”.  
Grey fishing refers to mis-reporting, under-reporting, non-reporting and other activities that are not 
permitted by vessels that are authorized to fish.  To maximize legal fishing opportunities, grey 
fishing and other IUU fishing must be eliminated.   
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Ministers agreed that they should take effective domestic measures to ensure the compliance of 
their vessels with internal conservation and management measures.  Penalties and other sanctions 
must be adequate to deter illegal behaviour. 
 
They also agreed that further domestic action will also be needed to comply with the obligations of 
RFMO membership.  NAFMC participants must be the standard bearers of responsible fisheries in 
RFMOs.  Ministers also called upon RFMOs to further develop effective mechanisms to stop IUU 
fishing by vessels of their members. 
 
Ministers endorsed the decision by the United Nations Food and Agricultural Organisation - 
Committee on Fisheries (UN FAO-COFI) to convene an FAO expert consultation that will develop 
criteria for assessing the performance of flag States and possible actions against vessels flying the 
flags of States not meeting such criteria.  Canada is offering to host this meeting.  Ministers also 
welcomed the decision by FAO-COFI to begin developing a legally binding international agreement 
that will lead to global minimum standards for port State measures against IUU fishing. 
 
Market measures that are compatible with WTO obligations will play a key role in future work to 
close loopholes against IUU fishing.  In order to ensure the legality of the fish products, Ministers 
agreed that catches of fish should be traceable at all stages from the sea to the consumer and that 
standardized tracing systems must be developed. 
 
Ministers agreed that an analysis of the IUU supply chain should be undertaken to identify the key 
actors and to assist enforcement authorities in disrupting these criminal networks.  Ministers also 
welcomed the project funded by the Nordic Council of Ministers to examine the economic 
incentives for IUU fishing. 
 
Broadening Co-operation 
 
Ministers confirmed that the North Atlantic Fisheries Ministers Conference is a valuable forum for 
dialogue amongst Ministers in the North Atlantic region.  They agreed to examine additional means 
of broadening the dialogue on fisheries and oceans issues.   
 
Actions Agreed by Ministers 
 
Ministers agreed: 
 

• to deal with “grey fishing” by (1) ensuring the compliance of their vessels with internal 
conservation and management measures and (2) fully complying with the obligations of 
RFMO membership; 

• to work within RFMOs to further develop effective mechanisms to stop IUU fishing by 
vessels of their members; 

• to support the FAO COFI work on flag state criteria and port state measures; 
• to develop standardized traceability systems to ensure the legality of fish products; and 
• to assist enforcement authorities in disrupting IUU criminal networks by collaborating on an 

analysis of the IUU supply chain. 
 
 
The 13th North Atlantic Fisheries Ministers Conference will be held in the European Union in June 
2008.  
 


