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The officially registered number of Georgian soldiers killed in the conflict is 156, as of 
September 3, Givi Targamadze, a senior lawmaker from the ruling party, said.

Targamadze chairs a special parliamentary commission dealing with war-related missing 
persons.

He told lawmakers in Parliament on September 3 that 13 personnel from the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs had also been killed in the conflict.

The number of civilians killed is 69, MP Targamadze said.

Fourteen soldiers are missing and at least three wounded Georgian servicemen are in 
hospital in Russia’s North Ossetian Republic. Targamadze, however, also said that the 
number of Georgian servicemen in Russian hospitals could be even higher, but it was not yet 
possible to verify that.

He pointed out that it was an interim report, as the commission had yet to complete its work.

Davit Bakradze, the parliamentary chairman, has denied that the authorities are distorting 
casualty figures.

“There is much speculation on the number of casualties, but that’s not a matter for 
speculation,” he told lawmakers. “This is a very sensitive issue and we should be careful with 
it. We are not going to hide information about the number of casualties and everyone should 
know the names of those who have died in the conflict.”

MP Targamadze also said that 176 Georgians had been released from the Tskhinvali police 
station and handed over to the Georgian side in a prisoner exchange. Seventeen of them 
were Georgian soldiers, he said.

The Georgian side, he continued, had handed over to the Russian side six servicemen and to 
the South Ossetian side, 41 people, including militiamen.

He claimed there were no civilians among the Ossetians detained by the Georgian side.

“They were either caught fighting with weapons in their hands, or people who had 
been sent on reconnaissance missions,” MP Targamadze said. “Ten of them were ethnic 
Ossetians who had been convicted in Georgia and had been in jail for various crimes.”

‘Time for Tough Question has Come’
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• Open letter calls for public debates;
• Usupashvili: Saakashvili fell into Russian trap;
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• Targamadze: special commission should study mistakes.

Some public and civil society figures, as well some politicians said time had come to 
ask tough questions to the authorities about what had led to war and to subsequent 
grave results for the country.

An open letter, published by the Georgian daily, Rezonansi, on September 4 and 
signed by over eighty individuals and organizations, called for launch of public 
debates on recent developments.

The letter, signed by representatives of human rights groups, academic circles, 
journalists and some public figures, says that “for a broad public debate on the 
problem” it is necessary “to set the Georgian Public Broadcaster free of the 
authorities’ censorship.”

“An extensive propaganda is currently underway blaming in this catastrophic 
consequences [of the conflict] everyone – aggressive Russia, ignorant west (which as 
if has ignored the Georgian leaders’ warnings); opposition; Russian spies etc. –
everyone, but not the authorities themselves,” the letter reads.

Then it lists some of the questions, which the signatories say, should be answered by 
the authorities, including why it happened that the Georgian side “despite the U.S. 
administration’s warnings, fell into the Russian trap.”

The letter blames the Georgian authorities for “the catastrophic consequences” and 
says that “the authorities, which have in fact prepared ground for these consequences 
through its non-professionalism and anti-democracy, is now claiming that what has 
happened was impossible to prevent.”

Signatories of the open letter include Georgian Academy, an opposition-leaning non-
governmental group uniting actors and some representatives of intelligentsia; Human 
Rights Centre; Former Political Prisoners for Human Rights; Equality Institute; 
investigative reporting group Studio Reporter etc.

Also on September 4, MP Giorgi Targamadze, the chairman of Christian-Democratic 
Party and a leader of parliamentary minority, said “time has come to launch debates 
and decisions – and without any hysteria – about what has happened.”

“For making appropriate conclusions and drawing lessons it will be essential to create 
a special parliamentary commission to scrupulously investigate mistakes made at 
political, strategic, tactical, and operational levels,” Targamadze said in a statement.

He also said that Russia was gradually preparing ground for the invasion into Georgia, 
but he also partially put blame on the Georgian authorities by saying that their rhetoric 
and policies “were designed to finally reintegrate the Tskhinvali region into Georgia 
by using force.” Targamadze also added that now it was “hard to prove that Georgia 
didn’t start the war.”

Targamadze also said that Georgia’s western partners should “not allow the 
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government of Georgia to use so called ‘iron hand’ policy against the opposition.”

Echoing some other opposition politicians, Giorgi Targamadze pointed out that the 
President Saakashvili’s proposal on setting up of anti-crisis group with involvement 
of the opposition parties will only be effective if it worked on broader 
“democratization” issues and not just on overseeing distribution of humanitarian aid 
for the victims of the conflict.

Meanwhile, Davit Usupashvili, the leader of opposition Republican Party, said in a 
newspaper interview, published on September 4, that he was sure President 
Saakashvili “fell into the Russian trap.”

“It seems to me that Saakashvili has been misled by someone by telling him that 
Russians would not intervene in Tskhinvali on the condition that we would have 
stopped our active measures in respect of Abkhazia,” he told the daily Rezonansi. 
“That is my impression, because otherwise it is unclear how it was possible to fall into 
this trap if there were no guarantees that Russians would not have intervened.”

Usupashvili also pointed out that “the time has come to ask questions and to find out 
the truth.”

“But it should no way be translated into demanding an immediate resignation of the 
government,” he added. “It may be even worse to raise the issue of change of the 
leadership in the near future.”

Speaking at a parliamentary session on September 3, a senior lawmaker from the 
ruling party, Nika Rurua, said that the issues related with the recent developments 
needs to be thoroughly investigated “professionally, without any political stage 
show.” “That should no way become part of the political populism,” MP Rurua, who 
is a deputy chairman of the parliamentary committee for defense and security, said.

He was in particular speaking about the military aspects of the recent events.

MP Rurua pointed out that the information about the damage inflicted to the 
Georgia’s defense capabilities and military infrastructure would become public in the 
nearest future. Reform plans, which are necessary to carry out based on the shortfalls 
revealed by the conflict, will also be publicized, he said.

Moscow Refuses to Extend Visas to Georgians in Russia
Civil Georgia, Tbilisi / 3 Sep.'08 / 16:02

Russia’s Federal Migration Service (FMS) said Georgian citizens currently in Russia, whose 
visas are about to expire, should leave the country.

The move comes after Russia closed its embassy and consulate in Tbilisi on September 3, 
after Georgia cut diplomatic ties with Russia.

Interfax news agency quoted an FMS official as saying that visas will be extended only for 10 
days, but only in cases of “force majeure.”
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“In case of illness or other types of force majeure situations, as envisaged in Russian law, the 
FMS can extend a visa for ten days,” Alexander Aksenov, head of the FMS visa unit, told 
Interfax.

Georgia Reverses Decision to Tighten Visa Rules for Russians
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Georgia has again simplified visa requirements for Russian citizens, less than a week after 
announcing it would tighten them.

“Russian citizens will be able to obtain Georgian entry visas at any border-crossing point upon 
arrival in Georgia,” Grigol Vashadze, the Georgian deputy foreign minister, said on 
September 4. “So the Georgian government has kept yet another promise and demonstrated 
to the Russian Federation the difference between a free and democratic state and a non-free 
and undemocratic state.”

The Georgian Foreign Ministry said in a statement issued on August 26 that a decision had 
been taken to tighten visa rules for Russian citizens, starting from September 8. And on 
September 2, Georgia formally notified Russia over its decision to cut diplomatic ties with 
Moscow. Tbilisi, however, said it was maintaining its consulate in Moscow.

In response, Russia closed both its embassy and consulate in Tbilisi and stopped issuing 
Russian entry visas for Georgian citizens.
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