
European Airlift Centre (EAC)

The European Airlift Centre (EAC) is a multinational military organisation, established on 1 July 
2004. The EAC is located at Royal Netherlands Air Force Base Eindhoven in The Netherlands. 
Goal of the EAC is to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of European capabilities in the 
field of Air Transport (AT) and Air-to-Air Refuelling (AAR). To date Belgium, Denmark, France, 
Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Norway, Spain and the United Kingdom have joined this 
initiative.

The EAC Staff consists of 26 officers and non-commissioned officers from participating Nations, 
under the direction of a Director (DEAC) of Group Captain/Colonel level. The staff is organised 
in accordance with the standard functional structure (A1 – A8).  All positions are in principle 
rotational. The Director EAC receives direction from a Steering Board, supported by a staff level 
Working Board, both composed of representatives from all participating nations.

The EAC is a further development of the European Airlift Coordination Cell (EACC). The EACC, 
stemming from a 1999 Franco-German initiative to create a “European Air Transport 
Command”, was founded in 2001 as a direct result from a Study performed by the European Air 
Group (EAG). 

The main objective of the EAC is to optimize the utilisation of European AT and AAR 
capabilities, resulting in operational and financial benefits for the member Nations. Given a
growing need of strategic mobility linked to the increasing number of deployed operations 
world-wide, the creation of an EAC with increased authority and capability was a logical step. 
Additionally, it also has wider responsibilities to include elements of training, conceptual 
developments and logistics to the benefit of the overall operational capacity of the member 
Nations. In summary, the creation of the EAC therefore was meant to be an important step 
towards the envisaged enhancement of European military cooperation.

On top of the normal day-to-day peacetime activities, the EAC also supports NATO and EU in 
their strategic planning of movements related to both operations and exercises. Most recent
engagements on behalf of the EU were in support of the AMIS operation in Sudan and securing 
the elections in The Republic of Congo (EUFOR RD Congo). For AMIS EAC staff coordinated 
strategic and tactical lift to bring peace keeping battalions and civil police contingents into 
theatre and to exchange them periodically. During those periods one officer is detached to 
Addis Abeba to take care of all rotation requirements. For EUFOR RD Congo, the EAC 
responded in line with existing Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) in supporting the 
Operational Headquarter to set up overall Movements schedules for deployment and 
redeployment. On behalf of NATO’s Allied Movement Coordination Centre (AMCCF) the EAC 
has for the last 3 years performed the load planning for the weekly ISAF shuttle into Kabul.

The exchange of airlift and AAR services between nations is normally tracked and accounted 
for in a system called ATARES. The system provides a balance of all services exchanged 
between nations, accounting for individual mutual support without any requirement for 
equivalent financial transactions. 

At this moment preparations are ongoing to merge the EAC and the Sea Lift Co-ordination 
Centre (also based at RNLAF Eindhoven) and to add a Land Coordination function into a 
multimodal Movement Coordination Centre Europe (MCCE). IOC for the MCCE is envisaged 
for 1 July 2007. 
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