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1. Introduction: composition and objectives of delegation

The main objective of the delegation was to learn more about the state of play of 
implementation of EC Environmental legislation in Greece

The delegation consisted of six members. It was co-chaired by Ms Frederika Brepoels (Belgium, 
EPP-ED Group) and Mr Dan Jørgensen (Denmark, PSE group). The delegation also included 
Mr Richard Seeber (Austria, EPP-ED Group), Ms Evangelina Tzampazi (Greece, PSE group), 
Mr Dimitrios Papadimoulis (Greece, GUE/NGL group) and Ms Irena Belohorská (Slovakia, NI 
group). The delegation was accompanied by Christina Malmros and Guy Deregnaucourt
(Environment Committee secretariat) as well as by Harald Kandolf (EPP-ED staff) and Ms 
Soultana Pantazidou (GUE/NGL staff).

2. Preparatory Meeting: identified problems

Before departure the delegation was briefed by the European Commission (Mr Stephanos 
Ampatzis, DG Environment) about the situation in Greece with regard to the implementation of 
environmental legislation. It was concluded, looking at the open cases as of November 2005, 
and comparing Greece to other Member States, that Greece was towards the lower end of the 
implementation spectrum, but was by no means the worst offender. However, there were a high 
number of cases of bad application, as well as infringements, and the reason for this was often 
lack of environmental infrastructure. This was particularly clear with regard to waste 
management installations and to urban waste water treatment (with one third of the complaints-
infringements being linked to waste management). It was also mentioned that there were over 
1000 illegal or uncontrolled waste dumps in Greece. Nature protection was another problematic 
sector and the lack of legal protection (due to insufficient transposition and application of 
European legislation) was often the cause of these problems.



3. Programme: meetings and visits

Meeting with NGOs

To get an overview of various problems before visiting the sites chosen, the first meeting on the 
first day of the delegation visit was with the NGOs (Greenpeace, WWF, Mediterranean SOS, 
Ecological Association for Recycling, Hellenic Society for the Protection of the Environment 
and the Cultural Heritage, Greek Ornithological Society, Greek Society for the Protection of 
Nature, Arhélon: Association for the Protection of Sea Turtle, Mom: Greek Society for the 
Protection and Study of the Mediterranean Seal). The topics discussed were Climate Change, 
REACH, European Marine Strategy, Protected Areas and Protected Species, Water, Waste, 
Structural Funds and Access to information. From the discussions, the delegation could 
conclude that while some of the problems that Greece was struggling with in these areas were 
the same problems that many Member States are facing, there were also areas where Greece was 
lagging behind and where there was a lot of room for improvement (such as access to 
information and dialogue with stakeholders (which is one of the major demands of the NGOs in 
Greece and truly a disadvantage in forming realistic legislation), organisation and planning of 
infrastructure to deal with waste and waste water, plans and schemes to lower energy 
consumption and to shift from oil and gas to renewable energy resources, and also lack of 
enforcement of environmental legislation on the ground).

Meeting with the Committee on Environment and the Committee on European Affairs 
from the Greek Parliament.

The delegation was welcomed by Mr Atanasios Katsiyannis, President of the "Special 
Permanent Committee on the Environment protection", who passed the floor to Mr Stavros 
Kaloyannis, Deputy Minister for the Environment.

The Deputy Minister gave an extensive overview of the state of play of the implementation of 
Environmental legislation in Greece, emphasising the efforts made by his government in order 
to fulfil its obligations. Regarding waste management, the Deputy Minister pointed out that the 
Greek National plan had been finalised and that the State was putting a lot of efforts into
controlling illegal dumps. Greece had also adopted a National plan to face Climate Change and 
was setting up central and regional management structures to comply with the Water 
Framework Directive. Finally Kaloyannis was pleased to inform the delegation that the 
Parliament had ratified the Aarhus Convention on the day before their visit (even though with a 
delay compared with other countries, but still before the implementation in some States).

When answering questions from the delegation, Mr Kaloyannis stressed that the political will of 
his government was high and that major efforts had been made during the last month. As a 
result, 6 Directives that should have been transposed by 2002 had now been transposed. The 
Deputy Minister also assured the delegation that a permanent solution would be found in the 
coming days regarding the sludge problem in Psyttaleia.

Visits

The delegation decided to focus the visits on waste management (Ano Liossia), waste water 
treatment (Psyttaleia) and nature protection (Schinias), as there had been indications that the 



implementation of environment legislation in these fields posed problems. 

Ano Liossia landfill
During the visit to Ano Liossia landfill the delegation could see the burning of hospital material
(which is partially used and actually underused compared to its potential since most of the 
hospitals do not transfer their waste, claiming high mobility costs), the landfill, the compostage 
area and the unit for mechanical sorting of garbage. The delegation was accompanied by Mr 
Philip Kirkitsos, President of the Ecological Recycling Society (NGO).
It was explained to the delegation that the landfill, when used at its maximum capacity (1.200 
tonnes of rubbish a day), could only deal with a fifth of Attica's daily total amount of household 
waste; and that it was not operating at full capacity. The received waste was dumped into 
insulated cells and the gas produced was used to produce electricity.

That there were many problems linked to the landfill (smell, landslides, dumping of sludge from 
Psyttaleia, temporary storage of hazardous waste, rehabilitation of the site etc.) were evident
from the arguments exchanged in front of the delegation between the Director of the site, 
representatives of the workers and the Mayors of the surrounding areas. 

Waste water treatment plant at Psyttaleia
This plant, which opened in 1998, has been the object of fierce discussions in the media over the 
last years, not so much with regard to the construction and functioning of the plant itself, but 
because of the sludge it is producing. Because of stormy weather the delegation was not itself
able to take the boat to the island. The visit thus took place at the part of the waste water 
treatment plant that was situated on the mainland and included a visit of the part of the plant 
where larger objects (a size over 2 cm3) were collected from the water before treatment. 

From the presentation given by the officials of the plant and the subsequent discussion, it was 
clear that, even though the plant itself was one of the largest and most modern of its kind in 
Europe, the problem with the sludge that it produced had not properly been taken care of. 
Construction of the part of the plant where the sludge should be dried in order to get a dry solid 
cake that could be burned to get energy had been much delayed. The sludge had been 
transported to Ano Liossia to be composted, but because the waste was not solid, it had caused 
landslides and the dump would not be able to take care of any more sludge. The waste water 
treatment plant was temporarily storing the sludge in tanks, but the plant officials told the 
delegation that in 130 days the tanks would be full and that no solution had yet been presented 
by the authorities in order to solve the problem. There were even rumours that the sludge might 
be transported to Sudan.

Schinias
The last visit made by the delegation was to one of the more controversial projects related to the 
Olympic Games, the wetlands of Schinias. During this visit the delegation was accompanied by 
Prof. Hatzibiros of the Athens Polytechnic, and President of the National Park, Mr Atanasios 
Katsiyannis from the Greek Parliament and Mr Gaethlich Martin from the "Hellenic Society for 
the Protection of Nature". The idea of using the construction of a rowing centre in this area to 
restore the wetlands had itself been controversial .Nevertheless, the wetlands had now been 
created and the area had been declared a national park and protected area. The delegation could 
see that there were a number of problems facing this natural park, as the protection of the area 
seemed rather weak. There were no funds to provide for guards and activities such as dumping 



rubbish, poaching and illegal construction works were, therefore, not controlled. At the time of 
the visit there were 10 illegal taverns on the Schinias beach.

4. Issues to follow up

The visits made by the delegation, as well as the discussions that were held, have shown that 
there appears to be a strong will to improve the environmental situation in the country. The 
plans to construct new landfill sites and waste water treatment plants, the work to set up a land
register, the signing of the Aarhus Convention etc, are all good examples of this. Nevertheless,
the delegation also feels that there are a number of issues that should be followed up in the 
future, such as;

• what will be the solution for the sludge produced in the Psyttaleia waste water 
treatment plant ?-( the Deputy Minister told the delegation that a decision to solve 
the problems would be taken rapidly)

• how will Greece cope with the insufficient infrastructure for waste management, 
specifically in the Athens area after the closure of the only legal landfill site of 
Ano Liossia, and what measures will be taken to fight illegal dumping?

• what measures will be taken to improve access to information for the public after 
the ratification of the Aarhus Convention?

• what will be done to step up enforcement of existing environmental legislation on 
the ground, for example with regard to the national parks and the protected areas
under the Birds and Habitats directive (funds for guards, prevention of illegal 
constructions etc.)?

• how will Greece meet the Kyoto targets, and what measures are being taken to
improve energy conservation and the use of renewable energy sources?


