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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT HEARINGS  

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONNAIRE FOR COMMISSIONER 
DESIGNATE 

Mr Markos KYPRIANOU  

(Health and Consumer Protection) 

Part A – General questions 
 

 

I. Personal and professional 
 
 
1.  What aspects of your personal qualifications and professional 

experience do you feel were of particular relevance with regard to your 
nomination and your prospective role as Commissioner?  

 
I have been involved in active politics since a very young age and have always maintained 
close contact with the people I serve. For seventeen years I held a wide range of elected posts 
which allowed me to understand people’s daily problems and seek appropriate solutions. 
These include: 
 

• my 12 years of experience in Parliament, especially as Member of the Environment 
and Legal Affairs Committees, Deputy Chairman of the Foreign and European Affairs 
Committee and, later, Chairman of the Financial and Budget Committee. 

• my 5 years of experience as Member of the first EU-Cyprus Joint Parliamentary 
Committee, which enabled me to establish close contacts with MEPs and develop my 
understanding of the EU; 

• my 5-year mandate as a Municipal Councillor for the divided city of Nicosia with its 
particular problems and difficulties. 

 
I think that my background in politics, coupled with my governmental experience as a Senior 
Minister in charge of Finance and Planning, is directly related to my nomination and 
prospective role as Member of the European Commission.  
 
 



 
At the same time, I believe that my legal training will be crucial in designing and 
implementing EU policies on Health and Consumer Protection, where complex legal 
frameworks need to be established and applied at the EU level. 
These are areas that touch the everyday lives of all Europeans from birth to death and I am 
committed to deploying the best of my abilities to justify the President’s confidence in me.  
 
 
II. Independence 
 
2.   How would you describe your obligation to be independent in carrying 

out your duties and how do you concretely envisage putting this 
principle into practice? 

 
I am fully aware of the crucial role that independence plays in a Commissioner’s work. The 
identification of the general interest out of a compound of sector-specific interests can only be 
achieved  from a position of full independence, and only if the relevant Commissioner is 
totally free from specific interests and no actual or potential conflict of interests influences  
his/her political assessment. This is particularly true, as an objective synthesis of the general 
interest at the European level requires a close review of all sector and country-specific 
interests, and there are many.  
 
For this reason, I attach great importance to the obligations emanating from paragraph 2 of 
Article 213 of the Treaty, and I consider them as a sine qua non for my work. I developed a 
strong view on independence as a Minister and, in the past few months as a Member of the 
Commission I realise how crucial it is to be able to work without outside interference, and to 
seek the general interest out of specific and potentially conflicting pressures. All this makes 
me very attentive not only to the obligation not to take instructions, but also to the necessary 
precautions to be taken to avoid any possible conflict of interest.  
 
I intend to continue to perform my duties in full independence and without any outside 
interference.  
 
 
3.   Could you provide the European Parliament with details of your recent 

and present business, financial and political interests and positions, and 
of any other commitment that might clash with your prospective duties ? 

 
I wish to reiterate my determination to comply fully with the institutional and ethical 
requirements inherent in the exercise of my duties as a Member of the European Commission. 
 
Upon taking up office on 1 May last, I submitted and published 
(http://europa.eu.int/commissioners/interests/index) the declaration of all my financial 
interests or assets.  
 
I hereby  confirm the contents of this declaration, and wish to underline that no other source 
of potential conflict of interests exists as regards the new policy areas conferred on me. 
Obviously, I intend to strictly respect all requirements included in the Code of Conduct for 

http://europa.eu.int/commissioners/interests/index


Commissioners during the whole duration of my mandate, and to update and publish all 
relevant information.  

 

III. Future of the European Union 
 
 
4.   It is clear that until full ratification of the Constitutional Treaty, the 

Commission and its members are bound by the existing Treaties. 
However, the Constitutional Treaty having been adopted, which are in 
your view the actions the Commission can already undertake without 
waiting for its formal ratification?  

 
The Constitutional Treaty represents a great success as it strikes a difficult but convincing 
balance between conflicting views that traditionally underlie the process of integration. We 
now need to pass on the message of this good result to the European citizen in view of the 
ratification process. It would be unforgivable to miss the opportunity to convey the right 
message to the people on a constitutional document that has been drafted by a unique body 
like the Convention on the Future of the Union. In my view, the role of Commissioners is 
essential in spreading the novelty of the constitutional message, although this should be 
carried out in a politically persuasive way, paying attention not to interfere with Member 
States’ prerogatives in the ratification process and their relations with civil society.  
 
As far as my future portfolio is concerned, I welcome the extension of the “shared 
competence” legal basis in the public health domain for measures setting high standards of 
quality and safety for medical products and measures concerning monitoring, early warning of 
and combating serious cross-border threats to heath. The possibility for the Commission to 
resort to the Open Method of Coordination is also an innovation in this domain. However, in 
my opinion the ratification process is the real challenge ahead.  
 
Obviously, where innovations brought by the Constitution require implementing measures 
proposed by the Commission, the Commission should not await the entry-into-force of the 
Constitution to start the necessary preparatory work.  
 
Finally, I firmly believe that the Commission should, in all its future actions and proposals, 
take fully into account the perspective of the new Constitution and where possible and 
appropriate, the spirit of the Constitution should be followed from now on.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5.   The Lisbon Strategy is a ten-year strategy to make the European Union 
the world’s most dynamic, competitive and sustainable economy by 
2010.  The Lisbon strategy comprises the three pillars of sustainable 
development: the economy, social affairs and the environment.  The 
date of 2010 will coincide with the term your mandate.  What would you 
do, as Commissioner, to accelerate progress towards the Lisbon goals 
and what in your views should be the main priorities? 

 
My personal view is that the Lisbon Strategy has been useful in terms of providing a 
governance tool and an action framework for achieving a major objective of the EU. 
However, the performance of the Union in terms of achieving results in that respect has been 
less than satisfactory. While it should be noted that more than six million jobs have been 
created since 1999 and that several key markets have been completely or partially opened up 
to competition, the outcomes of actions related to the Lisbon Strategy  have fallen short of 
expectations. 
 
I believe that now is the time for the EU Member States to take action.  It is essential that 
national capitals assume ownership of the Lisbon Strategy at national level and take 
appropriate measures in undertaking and implementing structural reforms. Delays in 
transposition and enforcement, as well as coordination shortfalls, should also be addressed 
urgently. It is high time that Member States show the necessary political will and commitment 
and give priority to the Lisbon Strategy over national concerns.  
 
I welcome President-designate Barroso’s announcement to:  
 

• personally coordinate all efforts to revitalise the Lisbon Strategy, 
• to appoint a Vice-President to ensure a coherent Commission representation in the 

Competitiveness Council, and  
• to create a group of Commissioners concerned. 

 
As one of the Commissioners involved in this new competitiveness drive, I shall be working 
closely with President Barroso, Commission colleagues and Parliament to ensure that the 
Lisbon Agenda is given new fresh impetus.  It is my intention that Health and Consumer 
Protection policies and actions, where relevant, acquire centre stage in this context.  
 
The new Commission will ensure that the review of the Lisbon Agenda in March 2005 will 
mark a significant step in re-launching the whole process.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6.   How do you intend to improve the public image of the Commission?  
 
It is clear to me that one of the crucial elements upon which the legitimacy of the Commission 
rests is its ability to be understood as a transparent body capable of providing added value to 
the average citizen. 
 
To achieve this objective – among others - I consider that the following steps are necessary: 
 

• transparency in decision making and in management 
• clear and well defined policies, comprehensible to the average citizen  
• close contact with the people, their elected representatives and civil society 

  
In this context, I believe that every single Commissioner has a crucial role to play: both as a 
representative of the Institution as a whole, and in his capacity as Commissioner for a given 
portfolio. The fact that the College is composed of one national per Member State is a great 
asset, as each Member is in a good position to convey the Commission’s message to his or her 
own country using the language of and cultural affinity with their people.  
 
For my part, I intend to work hard on this for Cyprus – but also for the whole EU - and do this 
in a joint effort with the relevant MEPs and other major stakeholders.  
 
The above considerations are even more relevant when applied to the Public Health and 
Consumer Protection portfolio. These are issues which are relevant to the daily life of 
citizens. Hence, a positive perception of the Commission’s role in this area, fostered by both 
the Commission and by the European Parliament, has an immense potential in terms of image 
for the Institution. 



 
 

7.  How do you envisage your accountability to the European Parliament?  

I feel very strongly the importance of the Commission’s accountability to the European 
Parliament, both as part of the democratic structure of our Union and in view of the necessary 
democratic legitimacy that the Commission must enjoy. The European Parliament is the only 
directly elected Institution of the European Union but also an actor whose role has 
traditionally pushed the process of integration further. This unique Commission-Parliament 
relationship should be based on a “contract of trust” with both Institutions deploying their 
specific prerogatives for the benefit of European integration. In my view, the Commission and 
the European Parliament are natural allies. 

From the side of the Commission, I believe that such an allegiance must be maintained 
through a high level of day-to-day cooperation, through a constant availability of 
Commissioners to MEPs, ensuring transparency with regard to their activities and providing 
prompt and clear information. This also includes information regarding the scientific 
consultative bodies which play a key part in the day-to-day work in my portfolio area. 
 

In this context, I believe that full respect of the Commission’s commitments under the 
Framework Agreement on Relations between the European Parliament and the Commission is 
essential. I shall fully comply with all the requirements contained therein.  

a. From a strictly political standpoint, do you consider that, in case a 
hearing should lead to a negative conclusion, the concerned 
Commissioner designate should withdraw his/her candidacy?  
In the process that leads to a fully legitimate and accountable Commission, I attach 
great importance to the process of Parliamentary hearings. If the strategic alliance 
between the Parliament and the Commission, referred to above, is to work, it is 
essential that each Commissioner enjoys individual confidence for our work to be 
fruitful throughout the legislature. Of course, this must be understood without 
prejudice to the collective responsibility of the Commission, as a College, vis-à-vis 
the European Parliament.   

In the case of a negative conclusion to a hearing, I would fully accept the principle 
defined in the Framework Agreement according to which the President-designate of 
the Commission can request a Member of the Commission to resign if the 
Parliament expresses a lack of confidence in him/her.  

 
b. To what extent do you consider that you are responsible for the 

answers provided by your services to the Parliament as a result of 
requests emanating from its Committee on Petitions or other 
responsible committees? If called upon to justify or explain previous 
acts of the Commission, or previous omissions, to what extent do you 
consider yourself as being accountable to Parliament?  

http://www2.europarl.eu.int/omk/sipade2?PUBREF=-//EP//TEXT+RULES-EP+20040720+ANN-13+DOC+XML+V0//EN&HNAV=Y


According to the Framework Agreement, each Member of the Commission assumes 
political responsibility for action in the field of which he or she is in charge. The 
Code of Conduct for Commissioners stipulates that each Commissioner is 
answerable to the College for his/her activities and those of his/her department. The 
Director-General is answerable to the Commissioner and the College.  

On taking up my office, I expect to be fully informed by my department of the 
scope, the respective responsibilities, the problems and risks linked to the daily work 
in the Directorate-General. If a problem arises, I will put forward speedy proposals 
for action. In doing this, however, I feel it important to keep the Parliament up to 
date on any significant changes or adaptations that I may consider important to put 
in place, especially if these new actions were aimed at addressing the previous 
situation. 

Concerning the relationship between the political choices operated in my portfolio 
area before my taking office and the political choices that I will operate, I intend of 
course to ensure institutional continuity and coherence. However, I reserve my full 
right to propose changes to the policy for which I am responsible, should I feel it 
necessary, and with no prejudice to the responsibilities of the College.  

c. What do you understand by the concept of political responsibility 
before the Parliament for the activities of your Directorate(s)-
General? What steps do you intend to take to ensure your 
Directorate(s)-General are well-managed?  

  

With no prejudice to the letter of the Treaty concerning the collective responsibility 
of the College, I believe that a Commissioner has a duty of reporting and 
transparency vis-à-vis the Parliament concerning the activities of the Directorate-
General under his/her responsibility. In such a context, the Commissioner must be 
the primary reference point for the Parliament as regards matters involving his 
policy area. Only under such circumstances can the Parliament fully exercise its role 
of political control.  

For a Directorate-General to be properly managed and in order for the 
Commissioner to be able to exercise his authority in his area of competence, the 
Director-General must be fully answerable to him/her and to the College for the 
proper implementation of the guidelines set by the College and the Commissioner, in 
full respect of the Staff Regulations, the Financial Regulation, the Rules of 
Procedure and the rules laid down as part of the administrative and financial reform 
of the Commission.  
The definition of working methods between the Commissioner, the Cabinet and the 
Directorate-General will be reflected in a Mission Statement which will be drawn up 
at the beginning of my mandate. I intend to enforce fully the contents of this Mission 
Statement and publish it on the  DG’s website. My cabinet and I will also be actively 
involved in regular meetings with the senior management of the DG both on policy 
but also on audit controls. Meetings with all members of staff will also be organised 
to obtain feedback and motivate results.  

 



8.   How important would you consider implementing the interinstitutional 
co-operation (Commission-Parliament), in particular with the relevant 
parliamentary committees your area of competence?  In this new 
context, what does transparency meant for you, in the interinstitutional 
legislative procedure between the European Parliament, Council and 
Commission, as well as in the inter-institutional relations in general?  

 
I would like to underline my firm belief in transparency and constant dialogue as the 
cornerstones of interinstitutional cooperation.   
 
I find it extremely useful that for the first time I shall be working with a new Parliamentary 
structure, that is the Committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection. I believe that 
the dialogue between the Commission and this new Committee will open up new horizons in 
terms of providing better integration between Consumer Protection and Single Market 
priorities. I will also constantly seek strong working relations with the Committee on 
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, and the Committee on Agriculture and Rural 
Development.  
 
I wish to make it clear that I undertake to consolidate the relationship between myself and the 
relevant Parliamentary Committees in terms of dialogue, presence and exchange of 
information as well as in terms of taking into account the views expressed by these 
Committees. I also wish to assure you of my full availability to all Committee members, my 
willingness to attend Committee meetings – both on your as well as on my own initiative – 
and to establish a permanent working method between my staff, myself and MEPs in order to 
carefully listen to specific concerns and provide a prompt and clear response.  
 
Transparency emerges as an important factor that enables citizens to participate more closely 
in the decision-making process, and one which allows the Union to enjoy greater legitimacy, 
through greater accountability.  I am determined to fully implement the provisions in different 
agreements relating to transparency in interinstitutional relations,  such as the Framework 
Agreement, the agreement between the European Parliament and the Commission on 
procedures for implementing Council Decision 1999/468/CE on Comitology, and the 
Interinstitutional Agreement on Better Law-making.  I strongly undertake to adhere to these 
agreements and to Regulation 1049/2001 regarding public access to documents, which will 
safeguard the unhindered and continuous flow of information to other Institutions, and thus 
contribute towards openness and transparency in EU Institutions.  
 
 
9.   What concrete measures do you consider necessary in order to ensure 

that the concept of gender mainstreaming is implemented in your 
specific policy area? Do you have a policy strategy, and what financial 
and human resources do you think are necessary to implement gender 
mainstreaming in your portfolio? 

 
As regards public health policy, the new Public Health Programme for2003-2008 will provide 
a breakdown of health information by gender. Although the Commission is not responsible 
for the provision of health services, the information it can help gather at EU level and the 
work it can sponsor through networking health bodies can highlight gender specific problems 



and the definition of best practices. In this respect, some of the main challenges will be: (i) the 
need to develop gender statistics and indicators, (ii) the allocation of the necessary sources, 
and (iii) the implementation of the instrument of “gender budgeting”. 
 
As far as Consumer Policy is concerned, EU actions offer an excellent opportunity for 
women, since they undertake the greater share of transactions and tend to have lower 
incomes. Although Consumer Policy and Protection are not specifically designed to help 
women more than men, its application will tend to benefit women more.  
 
I wish to assure Parliament that, whatever policy action I shall be recommending in my areas 
of competence, it will be undertaken taking into full account the implications to gender 
equality.  
 
As far as gender mainstreaming in my services is concerned, DG Health and Consumer 
Protection (SANCO) management is already well advanced in female representation with one 
Deputy Director-General, two Directors and four Heads of Unit. The percentage of middle 
management posts (Director, Head of Unit) in DG SANCO currently held by women being 
24.1% compared with 17.1% for the Commission as a whole. I myself intend to strive for 
gender parity in my cabinet as from November 1st.  
 
I support any additional measure to earmark the necessary financial and human resources 
considered necessary for promoting further these good results. I appreciate the Commission’s 
proposal for increased financial resources being sought for Health and Consumer Protection 
in the framework of the new Financial Perspectives and hope that they will also contribute to 
make progress in portfolio-related 
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