
Reactions of the Platform of five European Associations representing regional

and local authorities to the new Constitutional Treaty as agreed on 18 June 2004 

1. The Platform of five organisations representing regional and local authorities 

(AEBR, AER, CEMR, CPMR, EUROCITIES) welcomes the conclusion of the 

Intergovernmental Conference and the final agreement of EU Leaders on 18 June

2004 on a new Constitutional Treaty as a considerable achievement for regional and

local authorities in Europe.

2. With the agreement on the new Constitutional Treaty, we have reached a very

important stage of a long and challenging process towards the establishment of a truly

democratic constitutional basis for the European Union. 

3. We underline the importance of the methodology, role and work of the European 

Convention, without which the Constitutional Treaty could not have been achieved.

For the first time in the Union’s history, Treaty changes have been prepared through 

broad and public discussions among representatives of national Governments and 

Parliaments, the European Parliament and the European Commission, with observers 

from the Committee of the Regions and social partners; and through consultation with 

civil society and representative associations. This process has allowed for open debate 

and dialogue, in which the European associations representing regional and local 

authorities actively took part. 

4. The Constitutional Treaty reflects the joint efforts of the platform, in cooperation

with the Committee of the Regions, and in relation to the European Convention and 

throughout the Intergovernmental Conference (IGC), to increase the involvement of 

regional and local authorities in the life of the European Union as a means to bring the

Union closer to its citizens. 

5. The new Constitutional Treaty consolidates the current Treaties and has potential to 

clarify the distribution of powers and decision-making processes in the EU. Moreover, 

it contains provisions which will allow enhanced democratic control of EU activities

by the European Parliament and its national counterparts. Most importantly, the new

Constitutional Treaty reinforces the role of the principle of subsidiarity and gives

greater recognition to the role of regional and local authorities in the European Union. 

6. We consider as very positive that the results of the dialogue, which the 

organisations had with the European Convention while the Constitutional Treaty was

being drawn up, have been preserved in the IGC. With regard to the role of regional 

and local authorities, we wish to highlight particularly the following points. 

7. We appreciate the reference to respecting the national identities as included in 

Article I-5 point 1 and in the preamble to the Charter of fundamental rights of the 

Union (Part II). In particular, we welcome the inclusion of an explicit reference to the

respect for regional and local self-government as part of national identities. 

29 July 2004 1



29 July 2004 2

8. We welcome the new formulation of the principle of subsidiarity as an inclusive 

principle which involves all spheres of governance – local, regional, national and 

European. We believe that this principle cannot be restricted to the relationship 

between the EU and the Member States. (Article I-11 point 3). 

9. In our view, decisions should be taken as closely as possible to the citizens. We 

therefore value the formulation of Article I-46 point 3, in which this principle of 

proximity is confirmed as well as the right to participate in the democratic life of the 

Union.

10. Moreover, the references to the importance of dialogue and consultation, which 

have been included in the new provisions about participatory democracy (Article I-47, 

points 2 and 3), are of highest significance. In line with these provisions, the 

systematic Territorial Dialogue, which was launched in a meeting with Commission 

President Prodi on 10 May 2004, needs to be fully implemented and institutionalised. 

11. We welcome the new Protocol on the Application of the Principles of Subsidiarity 

and Proportionality, which emphasises the responsibility of the Commission for 

broad, pre-legislative consultations, taking into account the regional and local 

dimension of their envisaged actions and for justifying its proposals with regard to the 

financial and administrative impact (Article 2 and Article 5 of the Protocol on the 

Application of the Principles of Subsidiarity and Proportionality). 

12. The inclusion of “territorial” cohesion, alongside the economic and social 

cohesion, and as part of the Union’s objectives and the shared competences is, in our 

view, a great achievement (Article I-3 point 3 and Article I-14 point 2). It is crucial to 

take this objective into account in the preparation of the framework of future regional 

policy and adapt the competition policy accordingly for the period of 2007-2013. 

13. We regret, however, that the promotion of trans-European cooperation has not 

been included among the objectives of the Union.  

14. We welcome the recognition of and emphasis on the access to services of general 

economic interest as provided for in national laws and practices (Article II-96) and the 

new legal base for these services, which acknowledges the primary competence of 

Member States to provide, commission and finance these services. (Article III-122). 

15. Finally, we welcome the right of the Committee of the Regions to bring matters 

before the European Court of Justice on the basis of a breach of the principle of 

subsidiarity as regards European legislative acts for the adoption of which the 

Constitution requires its consultation (Protocol on the Application of the Principles of 

Subsidiarity and Proportionality, Article 8). 

16. With a view to the process of ratification of the Constitutional Treaty, we commit 

ourselves to working together, regional and local authorities, with national 

governments and European Union institutions, to support activities that can help 

citizens better understand the effects of the new Constitutional Treaty. 


