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Environment: standardisation and rationalisation of reports  

European Parliament resolution on standardising and rationalising reports on 
implementation of directives on the environment (2001/2275(INI)) 

 
The European Parliament, 

– having regard to Council Directive 91/692/EEC of 23 December 1991 standardising and 
rationalising reports on the implementation of certain Directives relating to the 
environment1, 

 
– having regard to Rule 163 of its Rules of Procedure, 
 
– having regard to the report of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and 

Consumer Policy (A5-0259/2002), 
 
A. whereas the Standardised Reporting Directive 91/692/EEC requires Member States to 

report information on the implementation of 30 directives relating to air, water and waste, 
 
B. whereas all existing reporting obligations concern around 100 legislative items while at 

least another 100 items do not contain such requirements,  
 
C. whereas international conventions to which Member States are parties also oblige them to 

report, 
 
D. whereas information is collected with the help of questionnaires and processed by 

Eurostat, the European Environment Agency and independent experts, 
 
E. whereas the 6th Environment Action Programme invites the Commission to review 

reporting systems with a view to ensuring streamlined high-quality reporting and 
comparable and relevant environmental data and information, 

 
F. whereas the purpose of the introduction of reporting obligations was to enable the 

Member States and the Commission to assess the progress made in the implementation of 
environment legislation and to provide the general public with a source of information, 
but Member States' failure to report has meant that there is no such comprehensive 
picture, 

 
A failing system 
 
1. Concludes that the introduction of a standardised reporting system on air, water and waste 

through Directive 91/692/EEC has done little to solve the basic problem of non-reporting 
in the environmental sector, and that Member States are still failing to meet their basic 
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obligations to report by a due date to the Commission on the implementation of 
environment directives; 

 
2. Notes that even following the introduction of Directive 91/692/EEC the Commission has 

started 19 infringement procedures against the Member States due to their failure to report 
in time, and that as a consequence of these delays, the publication of consolidated reports 
has been regularly delayed; 

 
3. Further notes that Directive 91/692/EEC is limited to certain sectors and that half of the 

key items of Community environment legislation contain no reporting requirements on 
implementation measures; 

 
4. Draws attention to the fact that Directive 91/692/EEC does not determine in detail the 

contents of reporting, that the questionnaires designed to facilitate reporting have not been 
harmonised and that the data provided by the Member States do not allow in-depth 
analysis; 

 
5. Believes that the questionnaires sent out under Directive 91/692/EEC deliver information 

that, while time-consuming to collect and digest, cannot easily be made use of; considers 
that the questions also fail to give a useful picture of what effect environmental legislation 
is actually having on the environment; consequently the reporting directive is failing to 
give value by providing evidence that will be of clear use for the improvement of future 
environment policy; 

 
6. Points out that the existing Commission websites do not provide systematic information 

on reporting nor an easy access to individual reports; therefore the relevant information is 
difficult to find and the overall picture on reporting is very confusing; 

 
Possible remedies 
 
7. Considers that the Commission must now decide to take the reporting requirements more 

seriously, and follow-up much more rigorously and openly instances of non-reporting, 
since these can delay the whole timetable for getting better compliance; 

 
8.  Sees a need to separate out basic reporting on transposition from more subjective 

reporting on the effect of EU law on the state of the environment, and therefore 
recommends that the basic reporting requirement should be very simple and focus on 

 
- the date of transposition into national law 
- the mode of transposition 
- the text of relevant national, regional and/or local law  
- identification of the competent authorities 
- identification of means of enforcement and of penalties for non-compliance; 

 
9. Believes that further information should be the subject of separate reports, otherwise the 

record of the Commission in extracting reports and working on better enforcement will 
get even worse; underlines however the importance and supplementarity of information 
related to environmental data, description of policy measures, policy effects and 
effectiveness; believes that the Commission - in collaboration with the European 



Environmental Agency - should also continuously improve the quality of information  in 
this field; 

 
10. Sees the need for much greater transparency about the reporting process, so that MEPs, 

NGOs and others can monitor what is happening more easily; therefore recommends that 
the Commission establishes an environmental reporting web page, where the reports 
submitted by the Member States and the dates for reports to be submitted are listed for all 
environmental directives in force, together with a list of the countries that have complied 
with the reporting requirement or are in breach of it; 

 
11. Believes that the Commission should publish and place on the relevant web page 

consolidated reports following the 3 yearly reporting deadline on major directives even 
where such consolidated reports might have to draw attention to the complete failure of 
some Member States to send in information, since the consequent bad publicity for the 
states in question could be a spur to do better; 

 
12. Calls for the introduction of more vigorous and rapid enforcement procedures, and in 

particular a fining system whereby Member States which fail to provide the Commission 
with specified information by the legally required dates are automatically, and without 
recourse to the commencement of formal infringement procedures, liable to a fine per day 
and per item until the reporting requirements have been met; 

 
Reporting requirements in the context of EU enlargement 
 
13. Emphasises the very great urgency of putting in place a streamlined, reliable reporting 

system before enlargement of the EU takes place since what is poorly controlled now will 
otherwise become completely out of control after enlargement; 

 
14. Believes that, as part of the revision of Directive 91/692/EEC, the Commission should 

come forward with proposals requiring new Member States publicly to report progress 
annually on bringing to an end the transitional arrangements that allow them to delay the 
full implementation of EU environment laws; 

 
o 

o    o 
 

15. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council and Commission. 
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