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Final Conclusions
of the Vth EU-Republic of Kazakhstan Parliamentary Cooperation 

Committee meeting in Astana on 16 May 2005

The EU-Kazakhstan Parliamentary Cooperation Committee, at its Vth meeting in Astana on 16 
May 2005, discussed mutually agreed agenda items and adopted the following conclusions

1. Stresses the importance to Kazakhstan and the EU of the Partnership and Cooperation 
Agreement (PCA) as a means of developing and deepening their relationship and notes 
the general progress recorded in the different areas of cooperation after a mid term 
period confirmed by authoritative international bodies.

2. Takes note of the effective functioning of the institutional structures established by the 
PCA as a means of conducting EU-Kazakhstan relations within a structured pattern of 
formal dialogue and exchange of information. Welcomes in particular the regular 
meetings of the Cooperation Committees, Cooperation Councils, and various expert 
meetings involving both the EU and Kazakhstan, and notably the interparliamentary 
dialogue. Considers nonetheless that the PCA institutions could be used efficiently to 
implement political decisions and to obtain more concrete results in the various fields of 
cooperation.

3. Takes account of the findings of the international election observation mission with 
respect to the 2004 legislative elections and urges the Kazakhstan authorities to 
implement the OSCE recommendations in preparation for the forthcoming elections and 
also with a view to the Kazakhstan bid for the OSCE chairmanship in 2009.

4. Underlines the need to ensure real and genuine political pluralism and recommends 
changes in the legislation in order to avoid any closure of political parties and NGOs 
which is unacceptable to international standards.

5. Stresses the importance of a fully independent judiciary that is free from external 
influence.

6. Underlines that it is imperative to create the conditions in which a free media can operate 
in an unrestricted manner: in particular believes that arbitrary closure of newspapers is 
contrary to the principle of freedom of expression and international standards.

7. Welcomes the introduction by Kazakhstan of a moratorium on executions and the 
extension of this moratorium: welcomes too the signing of the international Convenant 
on Civil and Political Rights and the international Convenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights.

8. Notes the need to develop the investment climate in Kazakhstan and to further develop 
the legislative base to improve the investment climate, taking into account the 
importance of direct foreign investments for the economic progress of Kazakhstan: 
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encourages European business circles to develop economic and financial relations with 
the countries of Central Asia.

9. Encourages the creation of a stable tax environment for business, which would enhance 
Kazakhstan’s attractiveness as a place to invest and as a trading partner.

10. Underlines that economic reforms must be accelerated and the permitted functions of the 
state should be limited.

11. Underlines the efforts of Kazakhstan to fulfil the obligations of the World Trade 
Organisation, harmonisation and of the legal and regulatory framework and the customs 
legislation, to ensure the transition to a market economy. Actively supports the WTO 
accession process and proposes an approximation of EU standards in accordance with 
PCA provisions.

12. Points out the very positive development of the banking sector and stock exchange 
market in Kazakhstan and its crucial potential role in promoting the economic 
diversification of the country and to modernise the economy by a better reliance on 
market forces for investment and the accelerated development of the financial market.

13. Considers that more attention must be paid to the situation of the health and education 
system and the enhancement of cooperation with the EU on the basis of the Tempus 
programme.

14. Looks forward to Kazakhstan becoming a full and committed partner in the 
“Environment for Europe” process and playing a key role in regional environmental 
cooperation in Central Asia. Notes the need for joint efforts to deal with regional and 
global ecological problems, such as inadequate water resources, desertification, soil 
erosion, and industrial pollution and for this to be supported by effective environmental 
legislation.

15. Welcomes the new orientation towards regional cooperation to tackle issues of common 
concern and applauds the stated support of Kazakhstan for this approach; urges the kazkh 
authorities to take further steps to implement this cooperation.

16. Is highly concerned by the fact that, in spite of the initiatives launched - including the 
Aral Sea Basin Programme - the results are far from satisfactory and considerable 
commitment is needed both from the countries concerned, and from international 
organisations to stop further degradation of this unique ecosystem and strengthen its 
rehabilitation.

17. Notes its concern about the continuing need for rehabilitation of the Semipalatinsk 
region; expresses ongoing support for the Semipalatinsk Relief and Rehabilitation 
Programme (SRPP).

18. Notes the potential of the Kazakh sector of the Caspian Sea and the role of the country as 
a major new oil-producing area, recognises nevertheless that offshore production 
presents climatic and geological challenges and considers that Kazakhstan should 
establish a suitable balance between the export of the products and internal demand for 
them.
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19. Considers that cooperation must be enhanced to aim at the further integration of 
Kazakhstan’s energy markets into those of the EU.

20. Recommends stepping up the struggle against organised crime, trafficking in humans 
and drugs and supports the work of the Central Asia Drug Action Programme (CADAP) 
in the fight against drugs and the allocation of a budget to finance a programme to ensure 
interception of illicit drugs along the major routes as well as modernisation and 
improvement of the effectiveness of border and cross-border cooperation between the 
border and customs guards of Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.

21. Recommends stepping up the fight against corruption and money-laundering at every 
level and creating a corresponding legal base for the struggle against money laundering.

22. Evaluates positively the cooperation of Kazakhstan with the international anti-terrorist 
coalition and notes with satisfaction a unity of views on close cooperation and exchange 
of information concerning criminal cases and extradition procedures.

23. Welcomes the implementation of the TACIS programme in Central Asia based on 
"dialogue-driven programming"; reiterates the need to increase efficiency of the 
programmes through a more focused approach in prioritising areas and a effective 
monitoring mechanism for projects underway.

24. Stresses the needs for European assistance to enhance legislative and administrative 
reform in line with PCA provisions, strengthening the country's capacities in drafting 
laws and implementing regulations, contributing to the process o rationalisation and 
restructuring of public administrations, improving and developing public governance, 
and assisting in implementing sounder public expenditure management.

25. Notes the advantage of direct air transport between the EU and key cities in Kazakhstan, 
including Astana, Almaty and Atyran.

26. Recommends the continuation of the Central Asian dialogue with the EU, which started 
in December 2004 in Bishkek.

27. Invites the EU-Kazakhstan Cooperation Council to follow up on these conclusions where 
appropriate.

Astana, 16 May 2005


