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7th EU/SYRIA INTERPARLIAMENTARY MEETING

12 - 18 June 2005

Damascus and Aleppo

Report by Béatrice PATRIE, delegation chairwoman1

1. INTRODUCTION

The visit of a working group of the Delegation for relations with the Mashreq countries to Syria, 
from 12 to 19 juin 2005, took place in a delicate political context.

Over the last few months Syria has been putting out mixed signals. In the wake of the 
assassination of the former Prime Minister Rafic HARIRI, Syria has, under international 
pressure, pulled out of Lebanon. Conversely, however, there have been waves of arrests of 
political opponents, the death of a Kurdish imam and the assassination of a Lebanese journalist 
well-known for his anti-Syrian views, and all this would seem to point to a considerable 
hardening of the regime.

The Baath party itself, which held its conference in June 2005, has also sent out contradictory 
messages. On the one hand, the introduction of multi-party democracy and the lifting of the state 
of emergency have been postponed; on the other, the person who was the regime's oldest and 
most faithful pillar has resigned, and a pluralist press regime has been announced2.

2. MEETINGS WITH POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC FIGURES

2.1 Meeting with the Governor of the Central Bank, Mr Adib MAYYALEH

This meeting enabled us to have an exchange of views on the Syrian banking system. For 40 
years there was a single central bank plus five state-owned banks. Each bank specialised in a 
given area while the central bank controlled the money supply.

The first private bank was authorised in 2004, when the Syrian government asked for the EU's 
cooperation in the launch of a reform process. This programme, funded to the sum of EUR 6 m, 
is aimed at developing a modernised banking network which will be capable of carrying out the 
reforms proposed by the government.

  
1 This report is a briefer version of the full text, which may be obtained from the chairwoman's office or the 
delegation secretariat.
2 The chairwoman's preparations for the visit included sending a letter to the Syrian ambasador (text annexed).
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The Governor provided the delegation with an outline of the main difficulties confronting 
Syria's central bank:

- Syria still lacks a harmonised tax policy: direct taxation is not properly regulated, and it is 
difficult to introduce an efficient tax system without prior reform of the economic 
structures;

- the gravest problem facing the central bank is the accounting system. Syria had introduced a 
system on the American model with technical assistance from the US, but in the wake of 
the recent US sanctions the system and, in particular, its IT component were no longer 
working properly.

The Governor asked for technical assistance from the EU for the reform of the accounting 
system, as this was, he believed, the most urgent task facing the central bank. 

2.2 Meeting with President Bashar AL ASSAD

President AL ASSAD drew attention to the major pressure being put on Syria by the 
international community, stressing that certain countries, including the US, were diffusing the 
theory of 'constructive destabilisation', hoping for the fall of the Syrian regime and a 
reconstruction more oriented towards their interests. He indicated that his main priority was the 
stability of Syria, without which significant change would not be possible, and outlined the 
main areas of reform, of which the most important was to replace the planned economy by a 
market economy.

On the political level, President AL ASSAD said he favoured a law introducing a multi-party 
system, while excluding the notion of ethnic or confessional parties. On the subject of 
confessionalism, he underlined his commitment to the secular nature of the Syrian state.

The President was very clearly asked if he could state how great a margin of manoeuvre he 
thought was available to him in political terms for the implementation of his ambitious reform 
plan. He did not commit himself on this point.

The general tone of the conversation was open and constructive: the delegation clearly stated 
the EU's conditons for a possible association agreement. Unfortunately, no progress was made 
concerning the release of the two members of parliament Mr AL HOMSI and Mr Riad SEIF: 
Président AL ASSAD said that the independence of the legal system had to be respected and 
would not commit himself further.

2.3 Meeting with the President of the National Assembly, Mr AL ABRASH

In his opening speech, Mr AL ABRASH said that Syria had been awaiting this delegation for a 
long time: Syria and the EU were both on the same path. He promised that all necessary 
information would be provided during a visit whose success was vital. 

The delegation questioned Mr AL ABRASH on Syria's progress in the field of human rights. 
He said in reply that the Syrian parliament would shortly hold a vote for the creation of a 
human rights comission. This sensitive issue had been discussed by the Ba'ath conference, and 
a clear response would be forthcoming.
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A number of issues were raised at this meeting:

- the law introducing a multi-party system:
Mr AL ABRASH stated that the role of the Syrian Parliament was to complement the 
executive: the multi-party concept needed to be seen in a different form from that prevailing 
in the West. There were already nine political parties in Syria. The country had to deal with 
the Islamist threat, and the Muslim Brotherhood was a rising force. The multi-party concept 
did not extend to religious or ethnic parties.

- the rights of the Kurish minority (especially cultural and language rights):
Mr Al ABRASH said there was no Kurdish minority in Syria: no distinction existed 
between Kurds and Arabs. The population of Kurish origin had twelve representatives in the 
Parliament. Certain Kurdish parties in Iraq were pressing the Syrian Kurds to demand a 
separate state.

- the case of the two Syrian parliamentarians under arrest
Mr AL ABRASH said that it was not for the Syrian Parliament to intervene over a sentence 
handed down by a criminal court: there was no question of setting a precdent of this kind. 
The only possibility was a presidential pardon.

On the subject of the Al Atassi circle, Mr AL ABRASH stressed the need to be clear: people 
were free to have their political opinions, but to follow the ideology of the Muslim Brotherhood 
was against the law. He recalled that the Muslim Brotherhood is criminalised under Law 49: 
that law might be amended or repealed one day, but the fact was that one of Al Atassi's 
members had launched an appeal in favour of that organisation. 

2.4 Meeting with the chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the People's 
Assembly, Mr AL GHANEM

Mr AL GHANEM expressed the opinion that the treatment of Syria in the European press is 
neither fair nor free, nor indeed sincere. The press, he felt, takes a distorted view and sess only 
one-half of the real face of Syria. He admitted the notion of shared responsibility on the matter 
and said he wished to see an objective and neutral press.

2.5 Meeting with the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr AL SHARA

The delegation asked the Minister of Foreign Affairs a number of questions on the international 
context, which has changed considerably in the last two years (Iraq, Lebanon, Palestine), on the 
efforts to secure a fair and lasting peace, and on Syria's position on the matter.

Mr AL SHARA felt that the Ba'ath conference had not received the objective press coverage it 
deserved at international and regional level. It had, however, removed some of the obstacles to 
reform. The Syrian people supported the Ba'ath party in its concrete approach to things: Syria 
would undertake reform as required by the EU and the US, but on its own terms. The errors of 
the past would be corrected and the economy would be opened up. The conference had also 
confirmed support for a partnership with the EU based on an association agreement. 

Syria had withdrawn from Lebanon on 26 April 2005, and the UN Secretary-General had 
confirmed this.
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On Iraq, Syria had always opposed the occupation and the war. If infiltrations from the Iraq 
border were indeed happening, the remédy was for the EU to help Syria acquire the 
sophisticated resources needed for a watertight border.

Syria had contributed actively to the Barcelona process, and now wished to see it advance. 
However, he did not believe an EU-Syria partnership could come into being as long as Israel 
was still occupying Arab territories.

On the Palestine question, Mr AL SHARA referred to Syria's problems and the need for all to 
pay a price. The refugee problem was serious, and Israel should withdraw from the territories it 
had occupied since 1967. All the Arab countries had supported the Beirut agreement of 2002 
and the need to comply with the UN resolutions. Syria did not think the refugees should be 
settled where they are, and wished to see them treated properly.

2.6 Meeting with Mrs CHAABANE, Minister for Expatriate Affairs and spokeswoman 
for the Ba'ath party

Mrs CHAABANE explained - regarding the Ba'ath party conference and without wishing to be 
on the defensive - that 'we have a different approach'. There were 1230 delegates, and the party 
covers the entire spectrum of opinion and ethnicity. The congress had consisted of four days of 
detailed and open debate.

The delegation recalled the priority status attached in the Barcelona process to human rights 
issues and to the existing deficit in the areas of education, personal freedom and women's 
rights. In reply, Mrs CHAABANE stressed her commitment to the Barcelona process, but 
argued that íts development in any meaningful sense remained hindered by the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. The Madrid conference represented the only way forward: there could be 
no Barcelona process without peace in the Middle East.

The Minister believed that Israel has no intention of giving up the occupied territories. In 2000, 
with 80% of the negotiations concluded, no progress could be made on the remaining 20%. In 
here view, Israel was not interested in peace and preferred the language of force to international 
law. The peace negotiations could be resumed tomorrow.

On the issue of the headscarf, she said it was a matter of tradition, not of religious doctrine: 
nonetheless, the rapid increase in the numbers of women students wearing headscarves at the 
universities betokened an extremely dangerous trend. 

The delegation asked questions on the position of women in Syrian society, on whether it was 
felt that their status was changing, on domestic violence and on the issue of mixed schooling. 
Mrs CHAABANE said that the existing personal law was considered to be more favourable to 
men, but a more equaliity-friendly bill had been submitted to the Parliament. There was 
currently a debate on marriage and divorce law, including the issues of inheritance and division 
of property.

2.7 Meeting with Mr DARDARI, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for the Economy 

Mr DARDARI opened his remarks with an outline of the general state of affairs in Syria. He 
said the delegation was visiting at a moment of great importance for the country, marked by 
economic and political change. Syria's relations with the EU were at a major turning-point. 
Syria was now moving towards social democracy and creating a social market economy with 
strong similarities to the European integration process. The reforms concerned the social, 
economic and political fields.
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These reforms would necessitate free trade, freedom of investment, a transparent banking 
system, and trade partnership agreements. It was vital to encourage investor confidence, and 
this had to be grounded in stability at national and regional level and in a basis of shared values 
between Syria and the EU. The ratification of the association agreement will necessitate a 
sincere dialogue and major customs and economic agreements that would in the long term 
create a single market between Syria and Europe. Draft laws were under discussion in a number 
of areas, including creating a stock exchange, the banking system, local taxation and 
introducing a value-added tax.

Mr DARDARI added that the Ba'ath conference had reached a consensus on a new regional 
organisation. There were of course obstacles arising from the weakness of the institutions and 
the lack of human resources. He reiterated the importance of cooperation with the EU and the 
role of the EP in this context.

2.8 Meeting with representatives of civil society
Political and cultural context

Following his election, President Bachar Al-Assad evoked the need for reform, and the Syrian 
authorities tacitly allowed a degree of freedom of speech. This thaw or 'Damascus Spring' has 
led to the formation of discussion groups debating political and cultural issues of public 
interest. These 'democracy movements' have had as their objective the notion of working for 
political reform and for the effective participation of the public in the decision-making process, 
as well as promoting freedom of expression and association in Syria.

However, in February 2001 the government imposed restrictions on the activities of the 
discussion groups and civil society organisations, claiming that they had infringed the 
authorities' guidelines. Certain groups, notably the Forum for National Dialogue led by the 
parliamentarian Riad Seif, carried on with their work in defiance of the restrictions. This led to 
a wave of arrests by the Political Security Services in August and September 2001. Most of 
those arrested were freed after a few days, but legal action was taken out against ten activists. 
In no case were criminal charges pressed: all were accused of opposing the government. They 
had criticised corruption and called for the lifting of the Emergency Law and the repeal of 
Article 8 of the Constitution (under which 'the Baath party is responsible for organising society 
and the state').

The delegation met the following figures:

- Mrs Suheir AL ATASSI, the founder of the Al Atassi Forum, who was imprisoned for 
several days in late May 2005. In January 2001 she had founded the Al Atassi Forum for 
Democratic Dialogue. After the banning of all the groups that had emerged from the 
'Damascus Spring' of September 2000-August 2001, this organisation enjoyed a degree of 
tolerance by the authorities, and became a genuine focus of debate on democracy and 
human rights issues. She was arrested, together with seven other leading members of the 
Forum, by the Political Security Services on 24 May 2005, following a meeting on reform 
in Syria at which a message from the exiled leader of the Muslim Brotherhood was read 
out. Following international pressure, she was released on 30 May 2005. 

- Mr Hussein AL ODAT, member of the Al Atassi Forum and former Bá'athist. A teacher and 
then a media professional, he founded the Syrian Arab Press Agency (SANA) in 1966, and 
was its director until 1970.
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- Mr Yassin HAJ SALEH, a former prisoner of conscience (1980-1996), and former member 
of the (unauthorised) Communist Party Politburo; writer and defender of democratic rights; 
member of the Committees for the Revival of Civil Society.

- M. Michel KLIO, who was a political prisoner for two years (1980-1982), by reason of his 
opinions and activism; ex-member of the Communist Party Politburo; writer and founder 
of a liberañ tendency; imprisoned for two years because of his Communist Party 
membership. Mr Klio opened the debate with adverse comments on the outcome of the 
Ba'ath Party conference. In his view none of the decisions had been reached democratically. 
He had initially supported Bashar al Assad, but the national dialogue promised by the 
President had never materialised, and Assad had later allied himself with the anti-reform 
tendency. The Syrian people could bear witness that nothing had changed; in addition, the 
conclusions of the Ba'ath Party conference had only been made available at 11 p.m. the 
night before the debates.

- Mr Kamal LABWANI, a doctor (GP) and former member of the Communist Party and 
militant during the 'Damascus spring'; member of the management committee of the Forum 
for National Dialogue founded by Riad Seif. He had launched a campaign of solidarity with 
political prisoners and had served three years in jail for his activities in Riad Seif's
movement. His experience in jail had encouraged him to create a party without 
authorisation. The economic regorms would not lead to a proper social market economy: 
good ideas and good plans would, he believed, be blocked by corruption. 

- Mrs Daad MOUSSA, lawyer specialising in women's rights; founder of the Syrian Centre 
for Women's Rights; aithor of numerous articles on women's rights in the Arab world. Mrs 
MOUSSA considered that Syrian woman are in a difficult situation on both public and 
private spheres. Existing family law, she said, is discriminatory, and the government has no 
interest in promoting women's achievements. No NGO has been authorised to work with 
women, and freedom of association does not exist in Syria. In 2000, Mrs Al Assad had 
established five NGOs, none of them having any links with the rural population, but had 
invited no-one with experience of working with rural women.

- Mr Anwar AL BUNNI, the lawyer of Mr NAISSE, director of the Centre for Legal 
Researech and Studies; spokesman for the 'Hurryat' Centre for Press Frreedom and lawyer 
for most of Syria's political prisoners. Nr AL BUNNI said that corruption was the biggest 
problem in Syria, but no-one was genuinely fighting it as the means to do so did not exist. 
Sentences had been passed against 2200 Kurds who were now awaiting a presidential 
pardon. Seven people had been tortured to death in Syria in the previous year. Many of the 
proposed measures were simply window-dressing, and it was vital that the EU should 
support human rights in Syria.

The participants insisted that the association agreement must include a human rights clause. 

In addition to the above, one of the participations argued that the closure of the 'circles'and the 
hardening of the regime represented a message to the Ba'ath Party conference. He believed that 
the Muslim Brotherhood were seen as a front for US policy, and the government was therefore 
concerned that any activity of that organisation should be nipped in the bud. The Al Atassi 
circle should best be seen as an intellectual group forming the visible part of the human rights 
movement, in a country with an out-of-date and near-medieval constitution. The submerged 
part of the movement was at the mercy of an executive apparatus which had all the real power, 
controlled all social and economic movements, and was backed up by an all-powerful security 
apparatus. The result was the concentration of wealth and power in a few undeserving hands. 
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This had a disastrous effect on values and mentalities in Syria. The regime dealt with problems 
using instruments that belonged to the past.

The participants were not looking to foreign intervention for problems that Syria could 
perfectly well resolve itself. However, a favourable external climate could help, and in some 
cases a suitably vigilant international press could play a part.

One of the participants said that the association agreement was to be welcomed, as it would 
help draw attention to concrete cases and this was more useful than generalising. It would also 
allow the EU to put pressure on Syria.

Another participant said that one of the weapons being used was civil disobedience. People 
were being arrested without being charged or tried. A major point at issue was the existence of 
martial law, directed against attacks on national security. The National Security Tribunal had 
no respect for what was laid down in law. Martial law should, the participant felt, exist only for 
a limited period and should be applied only in certain parts of the country, with a clear 
definition of what cases it should cover. The subject should be debated openly by the Syrian 
Parliament. Pressure was being exerted on the public by isolating opposition figures so that 
people became afraid to have dealings with them. 

A number of other positions were expressed, namely: 

· the Tenth Congress of the Ba'ath Party had not made the slightest mention of democracy;
· the last few years had seen no recovery in Syrian's living standards;
· the structures of both the regime and the Ba'ath Partry had become obsolete and corrupt;
· the secret services and the military intelligence services were everywhere;
· since 1967 more than 50 NGOs working in the field of women's rights had been banned;
· Syrian NGOs and human rights activists tended to trust Europe more than the US.

In a separate encounter, the delegation met Mr Michaal TAMO, speaking in representation of 
the Kurdish community. Mr TAMO outlined the difficult circumstances of the Kurds. They 
have no property or nationality rights; their language and culture are not recognised; their most 
fertile land has been confiscated and given to Arabs. He was opposed to the association 
agreement, since, he believed., it would simply reinforce the regime unless the constitution and 
the national legislation were amended and democratic elections were held. 

3. OTHER MEETINGS

The delegation paid visits to the 'Movimondo' centre for persons with disabilities and to an EU-
funded project for neighbourhood service provision.

Its members also attended a seminar on religious toleration and diversity at the Deir Mar Musa 
monastetry. This seminar was also attended by Syrian Muslim and Christian leaders.

In Aleppo, the delegation took part in the official inauguration of the new 'one-stop shop' 
Syria/EU business centre. This centre, located on the premises of the Chamber of Commerce, is 
the fruit of a cooperation effort between the EU and Syria, the aim being to offer a full range of 
services to Syrian SMEs wishing to work with Europe.
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The delegation was also able to evaluate the conservation efforts being made in the old town of 
Aleppo: it visited the souk, the Grand Mosque, a cultural centre, and a former mental hospital 
dating back to the Middle Ages, It was also m´de aware of the important work being done by 
the Goethe Institute in Aleppo.

It also visited the citadel, for a presentation of the urban development programme being 
organised in the context of EU-Syria cooperation. 

4. CONCLUSIONS

This visit to Syria by the EP's Delegation for relations with the Mashreq countries, debated at 
length in the context of a complex international climate, appears as being of major relevance at 
a historical moment pregnant with new political, economic and social developments which 
Syria stands in clear need of. The delegation arrived in Damascus immediately after the 
conference of the Ba'ath Party, and was able to engage in discussions at the highest level on the 
key issues and the reforms needed if Syria is to play its full part in the Euro-Mediterranean 
partnership. These include: democratisation of the regime; full respect for fundamental 
freedoms and human's rights; action on women's rights; transition to a market economy, etc.

At a time when it appeared legitimate to discuss the desirability of concluding an association 
agreement between the EU and Syria, the EP delegation was able to launch a frank dialogue 
with a number of Syria's leading political figures, while refusing to compromise on any of the 
requirements on which any partnership must be based. The success of the visit very largely 
reflect the considerable upstream preparation work carried out at the Commission's delegation 
in Damascus. The quality of the debates and visits testifies to the full integration of the 
Commission's services into Syrian life, as well as to the extent of the Union's commitment, 
expressed as it is through ground-level cooperation measures in a wide range of fields 
(institutional cooperation, support for NGOs, economic and cultural actions, etc). 

Particular attention should be paid to the following aspects:

4.1 Politics and religious diversity

The delegation stresses the need for Syria to lift the state of emergency which is the basis of its 
repressive system. It noted a significant divergence  between the liberal declarations of 
President Bachar Al ASSAD and those close to him, on the one hand, and the positions of the 
hardliners, on the other.

The delegation is concerned at the hardliners' insistence on making support for the Barcelona 
process conditional on peace in the region.

It notes that religious diversity and interconfessional coexistence appear to be guaranteed.

The delegation was very much aware of the Syrian authorities' concern over the threat 
represented by Islamic extremism, but did not itself observe tangible evidence of such a threat.
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4.1 Human rights

The human rights situation continues to give cause for concern. The release of the two 
imprisoned Syrian parliamentarians, Mamun Al HUMSI and Riad SEIF, may be seen as 
heralding the signing of the association agreement. 

The presence of the EU and its media may be considered beneficial for human rights and 
fundamental freedoms in Syria.

4.2 The economy

Syria places major importance on the prospect of a partnership with the EU. The delegation is 
well aware of the huge challenges facing Syria, including a raoidly rising population and the 
running-out of oil resources. It has also noted the desire of the authotities to move towards 
integration into the global market on the basis of a social market economy. 

The delegation recommends acceptance of Syria's request that the EU should offer its 
cooperation as regards the accounting system of the Syrian Central Bank. 

It notes the real impact of the Commission-led EU cooperation measures.

It considers that the Syrian authorities' goal of developing tourism on a large scale represents a 
key aspect of national development. 

It notes that the tensions in the region and the failure to achieve a fair and lasting global 
solution to the conflict with Israel are having a damaging impact on economic relations and on 
the development prospects of the contending parties.

4.3 The environment, quality of life and education 

The delegation notes the efforts being made to improve the quality of daily life for the urban 
comunities. It also notes that primary education is of a higher quality than the regional average 
but that much more needs to be done to achieve the standards set. 

5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

The delegation recommends all possible vigilance regarding developments in the area of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms.

It recommends that there should be a substantial and coordinated EU presence in Syria on the 
basis of a conditional partnership. The key framework of such a partnership will be the signing 
of the EU-Syria association agreement. 

It recommends that the EU make a major comunication effort, on a basis of respect for 
language diversity, in order to enhance the visibility of the Syrian people's positions and 
actions.

It stresses in particular the need for a coherent communication policy regarding the cooperation 
activities of the EU and its Member States. 
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
Delegation for relations with the Mashreq countries

7th Interparliamentary Meeting EP/Syria

11-18 June 2005

PROGRAMME

Saturday11 June/Sunday 12 June/Monday 13 June
individual arrivals

transfer from airport or border by EC Delegation (RAD) to:

Sheraton Damascus Tower
Omayad Square, P.O. Box 4795, Damascus
Tel: (963) (11) 373-4630

Monday 13 June 

11h40 departure from hotel to Central Bank
12h00 meeting with Governor of Central Bank, Mr Adib Mayyaleh (Central Bank) 

FH-LLZ-FF  
13h00 return to Hotel – lunch according to own arrangements
14h30 departure from hotel 

15h00 visits to EU projects in Damascus: 1) social centre for disabled people in Al 
Hajar Al Aswad area (NGOs: Movimondo and Zahrat al Madain) FH-LLZ-FB-
KK

17h00 2) municipal Administration Modernisation (Ministry of Local Administration 
and Environment) FH-LLZ-FB-AMF-VP-KK

18h30 return to hotel

20h15 departure from hotel

20h30 briefing with troika ambassadors followed by a buffet dinner (Deleg)  Host:
Deleg/EP. FH-LLZ-KK  RS-RAD-DS-MS

22h30 return to hotel

Tuesday 14 June
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08h15 departure from hotel for MEPs – Protocol cars (tbc)
09h00 meeting with President Bachar Al-Assad  - (Presidential palace) - Restricted 

participants -
10h45 departure from hotel 
11h00 meeting with President of Parliament - Mr Al Abrash (Parliament) FH-LLZ
11h30 meeting with Chair Mr Al Ghanem and members of Foreign Affairs Committee

(Parliament) FH-LLZ
12h45 departure to MFA
13h00 meeting with Minister of Foreign Affairs - M Al-Shara (MFA) FH-LLZ
14h00 return to hotel / own lunch arrangements
16h15 departure from hotel
16h30 meeting with Minister of Expatriates and spokesperson of the Ba'ath party 

Congress - Mme Chaabane (Meridien hotel) FH-LLZ
17h45 departure to Parliament
18h00 attend Session of Syrian Parliament (Parliament) – FH-LLZ-
18h45 departure to State Planning Commission
19h15 meeting with Mr Dardari, Head of State Planning Commission (SPC) FH-CK-

LLZ-FB-AMF-
20h30 departure to Bab Touma
21h00 dinner at Haritna Restaurant (Bab Touma)  Host: Syrian Parliament  FH-LLZ

Wednesday 15 June

seminar in Deir Mar Musa: FH-LLZ-FB-RK-TA-KK-HA
07h45 departure for Deir Mar Musa by bus from Sheraton FH-LLZ-FB-RK-KK-HA
09h15 arrival and walk up the hill
09h45 coffee and refreshments
10h00 seminar on 'How to move to a closer relationship between the Syrian and 

European societies?' with participation of representatives of the Syrian religious 
communities (Deir Mar Musa) 

11h45 coffee break
12h00 resumption of the seminar
12h30 session of questions and answers for all participants
13h15 end of seminar
13h30 lunch with seminar participants and journalists  
14h30 visit of monastery and frescos (Deir Mar Musa)
15h15 walk down the hill towards the buses
15h30 departure for Damascus (EC Delegation)
16h45 arrival to EC Delegation
17h00 debriefing with EU ambassadors (Deleg) FH-CK-LLZ  RS-RAD-DS-MS
18h00 meeting with NGOs (Deleg) FH-LLZ-FB-RK-KK  RS-RAD-DS-MS
21h00 Syrian Opera by ORNINA Dance Theatre Group FH-LLZ

Thursday 16 June
Aleppo: FH-LLZ-AMF-TA + GC
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06h45 departure from hotel to airport
08h15 flight to Aleppo
09h15 arrival Aleppo
09h40 departure to Chamber of Industry
10h00 inauguration of front desk at Chamber of Industry – Support from Syrian 

European Business Center (SEBC - Aleppo)
11h30 guided Tour of old town (2 groups) 
13h00 arrival to Citadel and session on 'EU-Syria Partnership in Aleppo' with 

participation of Mayor and Governor of Aleppo 
14h00 lunch with local Authorities in the Citadel
16h00 visit of textiles company 'Sabbagh Blankets' working with SEBC (outskirts of 

Aleppo) 
17h30 visit of the site of St Simeon (EU cultural project) 
19h00 light snacks in St Simeon restaurant 
19h45 departure to airport
21h20 flight to Damascus
22h20 arrival in Damascus and return to hotel

Friday 17 June

9h45 departure from hotel to EC Delegation
10h00 meeting with NGOs/Civil Society – (Deleg)- FH-LLZ-FB-RK-KK  RS-RAD-

DS-MS
11h30 departure to HIBA
12h00 visit of EU funded project Higher Institute for Business Administration (HIBA) 

– discussion with team and students – Buffet lunch FH-LLZ-FB-KH-KK
13h30 departure to Yarmouk camp
14h00 meeting with JAFRA (youth group) in Yarmouk Palestinian refugee camp  FH-

LLZ-FB-KH-KK-DAS
16h15 departure to Orient Club
17h00 press conference (Orient Club) FH-LLZ-FB-TA-RAD-KK-RA-DAS
18h00 end of the press conference – return to hotel 

dinner according to own arrangements

Friday 17/Saturday 18/Monday 20 June

departures to Europe/Lebanon Transfer to airport/border by EC Delegation  
RAD
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DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH THE MASHREQ COUNTRIES

7th Interparliamentary Meeting EP/Syria

Damascus and Aleppo
12-18 June 2005

Members (9) Group Country

Mrs Beatrice PATRIE, Chair PES France

Mrs Véronique DE KEYSER* PES Belgium
Mrs Jana HYBASKOVA EPP-ED Czech Republic
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Mr Patrick LOUIS IND/DEM France
Mrs Jamila MADEIRA PES Portugal
Mr Miguel PORTAS GUE/NGL Portugal
Mr John PURVIS EPP-ED United Kingdom
Mr Boguslaw SONIK EPP-ED Poland

* Rapporteur for the Committee on Foreign Affairs on the EU/Syria Association 
Agreement

** Rapporteur for the Committee on Foreign Affairs on the Barcelona Process revisited

EPP-ED Group of the European People's Party (Christian Democrats) and 
European Democrats

PES Group of the Party of European Socialists
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« Monsieur l'ambassadeur,
Le prochain déplacement en Syrie de la délégation du Parlement Européen pour les 
relations avec les Pays du Mashrek, prévu de longue date est un acte important pour 
notre institution.
Il intervient dans le contexte de la ratification de l'accord d'association entre l'Union 
Européenne et la Syrie, et à un moment charnière des relations internationales dans 
la région.

La création d'un partenariat entre l'Europe et votre pays repose sur un socle de 
valeurs communes essentielles: le respect des droits fondamentaux, formellement 
garantis par votre constitution, tels que la liberté de la presse et la liberté 
d'expression sont des éléments essentiels.

Malheureusement, des signes forts sont actuellement donnés par votre Gouvernement 
dans un sens contraire. 
Une série d'arrestation d'intellectuels du cercle Al-Atassi, la disparition au secret 
puis la mort d'un Imman Kurde, Mashuq al Khiznawi, et le maintien en détention des 
deux anciens parlementaires Mamun Al Humsi et Riad Seif, sont très clairement des 
actes qui nuisent gravement à l'image de votre pays et compromettent son insertion 
dans la communauté internationale.
De même, l'attentat meurtrier contre Samir Kassir, journaliste connu pour être un 
opposant à la présence syrienne au Liban, est interprété par l'opinion internationale 
comme un signe de déstabilisation du processus électoral.

En tant que présidente de la délégation du parlement européen pour les relations 
avec les pays du Mashrek, je tiens à souligner la difficulté du contexte qui préside à la 
préparation de ce déplacement.
En l'état, je persiste à espérer que la Syrie sera en mesure de donner rapidement des 
signes positifs. Ceci ne manquera pas d'influer favorablement sur le rapport que je 
présenterai à mon retour de Syrie, au nom de la délégation, aux institutions 
européennes compétentes, en perspective notamment de la ratification de l'accord 
d'association.

Pour ma part, je demeure convaincue de la nécessité, pour la Syrie, de prendre la 
place qui lui revient dans l'ensemble Euro-Méditerranéen: à cet égard, le respect de 
la souveraineté nationale de chacun, la recherche d'une paix globale, juste et 
équitable dans la région, conditions du développement économique et du progrès 
social, sont autant d'objectifs à atteindre.
Un contexte dans lequel la diplomatie cède la place à l'isolement ne peut qu'être un 
obstacle à un partenariat entre la Syrie et l'Union Européenne.

En votre qualité d'ambassadeur, je vous saurais grée de bien vouloir transmettre cette 
position au Gouvernement de la République Arabe Syrienne.

Veuillez recevoir, M. l'ambassadeur, l'expression de ma plus haute considération.

Béatrice PATRIE »


