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Zhanna Litvina is the Chairman of the Belarusian Association of Journalists.  
1976-1994 she worked at Belarusian State Radio Company, edited the program “Belarusian 
youth.” After Alexander Lukashenka seized power in 1994, she headed an independent FM 
station “Radio 101.2” In 1996 the station was closed for political reasons – the authorities 
bewared of its influence during the referendum on constitutional changes. 
 
In 1995 Zhanna Litvina became the first President of the Belarusian Association of 
Journalists. In 2003 her position title was changed due to a presidential decree that forbid the 
use of the word “president” in relation to organization leaders. The same year BAJ received 
Golden Pen Award of the World Association of Newspapers (WAN) and the World Editors 
Forum (WEF) "in recognition of its courageous resistance to the repression of the media by 
President Alexander Lukashenka". 
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Andrei Bastunets, born 21.07.1966 in Minsk, graduated from the Faculty of Law of 
Belarusian State University in 1991. After the graduation, Mr. Bastunets acted as a lawyer. In 
1998 he became the reporter, and later – the editor-in-chief of “Themis-NOVA” law weekly.  
Mr. Bastunets is the expert of BAJ Law Center for Media Protection. He took part in numerous 
processes involving journalists and media. In 1999 he received the Diploma #1 “For Promoting 
Speech Freedom in Belarus.” In 2004 Mr. Bastunets became the vice-president of the Belarusian 
Association of Journalists. 
Andrei Bastunets was a co-author of many books, such as “Mass Media during Elections” 
(Minsk, 2001) and “Journalism is a Dangerous Profession” (Minsk, 2004). He also authored a 
reference book “Ten Years of Independent Press in Belarus: 1992-2002” (Saint Petersburg, 
2002), draft laws “On Access to Information,” “On Mass Media,” “On TV Broadcasting,” “On 
Ensuring Constitutional Right to Protect Honor, Dignity and Business Reputation.” Along with 
other experts, Andrei Bastunets developed the Concept of Reforming Belarusian Media 
Legislature. 
 



Mikhail Pastukhov was born on April 7, 1958. In 1975 he entered the Belarusian state 
university (law faculty). In 1980 M.Pastukhov graduated it with excellent marks and continued 
study at graduate school at the Belarusian state university. 
 
In 1983 he defended the thesis of the first (candidate) dissertation on a subject "Criminal -
judicial aspects of discharge of the defendant". In 1993 M.Pastukhov defended the thesis 
of the second (doctor's) dissertation on a subject " Rehabilitation of the innocent in criminal 
trial. Bases of legal institute ". 
 
Stages of working activity of M.Pastukhov 
1983-1985 he has worked as a junior research worker of Institute of philosophy and law at 
the Belarusian Academy of sciences. 
1985-1994 he has been engaged in teaching at Belarusian Institute of national security. 
In 1994 he was elected a judge of the Constitutional court of Belarus. In January 1996 he was 
discharged from his post by the ukase of President A.Lukashenko after putting the new 
Constitution in force; 
1997-2002 he has been a professor of private Institute of management and business, in 2002 a 
professor of private Belarusian institute of law. 
M.Pastukhov participated in preparation of the Concept of judicial reform in Belarus, a draft of 
the Belarusian Constitution (chapter 5 "Court"), a law in draft "About the Constitutional 
court of Belarus",  a draft of the Code of criminal procedure, etc. 
In April, 1994 M.Pastukhov was given the title "Honorary lawyer of Belarus " for a great 
contribution into development of the national legislation. In June, 1994 he was given the 
academic degree "professor". 
Since August, 1997. M.Pastukhov has been the head of the Law Center for Media Protection at 
the Belarusian association of journalists. He became a public defender of known TV reporter 
Paul Sheremet whom the Belarusian authorities accused of illegal crossing of the frontier with 
Lithuania. Actually P.Sheremet had made a report on the facts of smuggling at the Lithuanian -
Belarusian border. The report was shown on the Russian channels. The court has continued 
for five months and aroused a huge interest of the public. 
M.Pastukhov was awarded the international premium of the USA government and the 
European Union "For development of democracy and civil society" for a position of principle 
in the criminal trial. 
 
M.Pastukhov participated in  many  legal proceedings  on protection  of independent 
press and journalists, but a mainstream of his efforts became the organization of the 
legal center at the Belarusian association of journalists. Lawyers of the Center give a free 
legal help to journalists, represent their interests in courts and other state bodies. They also 
organize seminars for journalists of regional editions, prepare specialized brochures and 
articles in press. 
Activity of the legal center at the Belarusian association of journalists and the name of its 
head are well-known in the republic and outside the country. M.Pastukhov participates in the 
international conferences on questions of the legislation and practice of Belarusian mass-media. 
The international bibliographic Institute (USA) recognized M.Pastukhov as " Person of1999". 
M.Pastukhov indulges in research activity in the field of constitutional law. He is an author of 
many monographs, tutorials, scientific articles. In June, 2000 he was elected a member of the 
International academy of sciences of Eurasia. 
On August 5, 2003 the Committee of the United Nations under human rights made the decision 
under M.Pastuhov's complaint to actions of the Belarusian authorities. It recognized that the 
discharge of M.Pastuhov from the office in January, 1997 was unlawful and it suggested to 



rehabilitate him. Despite of numerous mentions, the decision of Committee of the United 
Nations hasn't been executed. 
 
The address:  
Belarus, Pl.Svobody, 17 
office 304, 220030  
Ph./ fax+ 375 17 223 63 66  
Ph. mob. 8 375 17 627 25 27  
E-mail: lcmp@promedia.by 
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Pavel Mazhejka, born 25.05.1978 in Grodno, graduated from the Faculty of History and 
Culture of Grodno University named after Yanka Kupala. Since 1996 Mr. Mazhejka worked in 
“Pahonia” newspaper, until the Supreme Economic Court liquidated the edition in 2001.  
Among other media, Mr. Mazhejka reported to “Radio Liberty,” “Radio Culture” and “Nasza 
Niva” periodical. Currently he writes for Polish magazine “Czasopis,” providing the editions’ 
readers with the memories of Belarusian citizens, who were forced to leave Bialystok Region 
(Poland) after the World War II. A number of Polish on-line editions have recently published 
Mr. Mazhejka’s stories on social and political issues, freedom of speech in Belarus. 
In June 2002 Pavel Mazhejka, along with his colleague Mikola Markevich, were sentenced to 2 
(Mazhejka) and 2.5 (Markevich) years of correction works for slandering the President. After 
working at a saw-mill for seven months, he got the parole for good behavior. 
After Pavel Mazhejka and Mikola Markevich were released, they started a new newspaper 
“Den.” Recently the edition’s issuing was stopped due to KGB interference – State Security 
took revenge after a scandalous detention of local KGB officers, who have illegally broke into 
“Den” editorial office. 
November 1, Pavel Mazhejka was sentenced to 7 days of arrest for organizing a picket in 
support of a local editor Elena Ravbetskaya, who was fined $600 for allegedly defaming the 
President. 



Alexander Starikevich is a journalist having 13 years of working experience. In the 
ninetieths he worked as a reporter for Russian newspapers “Izvestia” and “Commersant.” 2000-
2002 Mr. Starikevich headed the trade union “Belaruski Chas” (the same period he was awarded 
Silver Rose Award 2002 for protecting the citizens’ rights and freedoms). When the vice head of 
the Presidents’ Administration Leonid Kozik headed the Federation of Trade Unions, Alexander 
Starikevich was immediately dismissed. About a year ago Mr. Starikevich became the editor-in-
chief of the newspaper “Salidarnasc,” published by Independent Trade Union. Soon the 
newspaper became highly popular. In May, 2003 “Salidarnasc” became the first newspaper to 
provide its pages to the journalists of “BDG” weekly, which was suspended by the Ministry of 
Information. That caused all Belarusian publishing houses to refuse printing “Salidarnasc,” and 
now the newspaper is printed in Russia. 
A lot of times Alexander Starikevich was brought on trial by high ranking officials, fined and 
arrested for his professional activity. 
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Marina Koktysh is a young journalist, one the most famous Belarusian pressmen. 
In 1999, Ms. Koktysh graduated from the Faculty of Journalism of Belarusian State University. 
Since 1995, she writes as a columnist for the only Belarusian independent social and political 
daily “Narodnaya Volya.” Ms. Koktysh specializes in journalistic investigations, since 2000 she 
investigates the kidnapping of the journalist Dmitry Zavadsky, as well as famous Belarusian 
public figures Uriy Zakharenko, Anatoly Krasovsky and Viktor Gonchar. Few times her sharp 
stories caused the authorities’ anxiety and even became a subject of court consideration (the suit 
launched by the head of Belarusian State TV Company, who was later arrested for the abuse of 
power). Three years ago Marina Koktysh won the United Civil Party Prize for courage 
performed during the investigation of political kidnappings. The same year she was awarded 
Charter97 Human Rights Prize. 



Aliaksandr (Ales) Antsipenka  
Pushkin av., 77 – 55 Minsk 220093 Republic of Belarus 
+375 017255 56 16 
E-mail: belkalehium@yahoo.com or belaruski_kalegium@email.com 
 
A. Education and professional qualifications and skills 
 
Dates  Institutions attended Qualifications/areas of specialisation  

September 1970 – 
September 1975 

Minsk Linguistic University teacher, translator/French and English 
languages 

November 1979 – 
November 1982 

Institute of Philosophy and Law 
of the National Academy of 
Sciences of Belarus, post-
graduate student 

Researcher, PhD/ environmental 
philosophy, human subjectivity, 
cultural studies 

 
C.Professional History 
 
Dates From  
To 

Employer and Position Responsibilities 

November 1997 – 
till now 

Belarusian Collegium, Director, 
Member of the Advisory Board 
of the Belarusian Association of 
Journalists 

Lecturing, Institutional management, 
planning, international cooperation, 
fund-raising, reporting, media analysis, 
consultancy 

October 1997 --
March 1997 

Acting Executive Director of the 
Belarusian Soros Foundation 

Institutional management 

October 1997 – 
September 1993 

Co-ordinator of publishing and 
arts and culture programs of the 
Belarusian Soros Foundation 

Programs and budget management, 
dealing with applicants and applications, 
work with experts, translators and 
publishers, reporting 

September 1993 – 
September 1992 

Senior researcher and head of 
Belarusian Studies department at 
the Francisk Skaryna National 
Centre for Human Studies and 
Education 

Research, department management and 
research planning 

September 1992 – 
January 1983 

Researcher at the Institute of 
Philosophy and Law of the 
National Academy of Sciences 

Research work 

 
 

mailto:belaruski_kalegium@email.com


D. Publications 
 
Unknown Belarus. To be printed. (Co-author of the idea of the book, co-editor, contributor); 
 
European Choice for Belarus. Scenario of Reforms. Warsaw 2003 – 2004. Published in 
Belarusian, English and Russian. 351 pp. (Research teams building, organizing experts 
discussions, summarizing results of discussions, authors selection, co-editor, co-writer of book’s 
introduction); 
 
Anthology of Contemporary Belarusian Thinking. Minsk, 2003. In Belarusian. 494 pp. (Co-
author of the idea of the book, editor, contributor); 
 
Media in Post-Communist Societies: Objective Information VS. Ideological Bias. Materials of 
the International Conference Minsk, October 2002. 175 pp. Texts published in English, 
Belarusian and Russian. (Development of the concept of the conference, its moderator, editor of 
the book); 
 
Media and Communication Theory. Minsk – Vilnius, 2000. In Belarusian. (Author of the idea of 
the book, contributor, editor). 
 
I am also the author of a number of articles in Poland, Ukraine, Israel and France. 
 
Research interests are media, cultural and post-colonial studies, Belarusian identity and 
European integration. 
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Svetlana Zavadskaya and her son Yury Zavadsky are the family of the journalist 
Dmitry Zavadsky, who was kidnapped July 7, 2000. The investigation of the kidnapping was 
stopped despite the fact that the cameraman’s body wasn’t found and the customers of his 
kidnapping were not identified. PACE special reporter Christos Pourgourides points on fact that 
the supreme authorities of Belarus are responsible for concealing the circumstances of the 
kidnapping. Dmitry’s family is denied the access to information on case proceedings. 
For the past four years Svetlana Zavadskaya, along with the families of disappeared Belarusian 
public figures, tries to attract both international and Belarusian public attention to the problem. 
For instance, she has met EU parliamentarians in Brussels, Polish deputies in Warsaw and UN 
Human Rights Committee representatives in Geneva to discuss the ways of uncovering the truth 
and punishing the persons responsible for the kidnapping. Despite the statements of 
international structures and Svetlana’s numerous inquiries to Belarusian state agencies, the 
authorities remain silent. Moreover, Svetlana remains an object of constant moral abuses by 
state electronic media. 
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